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"What  of  the  Faith?" 

On  March  4  and  5,  1908,  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York  will  hold  its  annual  meeting  in  the  City  of 
Albany.  For  years  very  little,  if  any,  attention  has  been  paid  to 
these  state  meetings  by  the  majority  of  physicians.  This  is  not  as 
it  should  be.  There  is  probably  as  much  danger,  if  not  more,  in  an 
inactive  great  majority  as  there  is  in  an  active  small  minority.  Both 
may  and  have  worked  great  injustice  to  the  physicians.  Every 
physician,  without  doubt,  has  the  interest  of  the  profession  at  heart. 
He  should,  therefore  always  be  in  a  position  to  combat  that  which 
he  considers  injurious,  and  assist  and  promote  that  which  he 
believes  will  be  beneficial  to  himself  and  associates. 

The  county  and  state  societies  are  the  mediums  through  which 
the  physician  acquires  his  knowledge  of  what  is  transpiring  in  the 
medical  world.  Attendance  upon  these  meetings  prevents  him 
from  fossilizing,  reviews  his  knowledge  and  revitalizes  his  entire 
being.  It  is  also  the  medium  through  which  his  work  will  be  most 
effective  for  the  good  of  his  school  and  the  profession.  How  few 
are  acquainted  with  the  law  that  was  passed  last  winter  in  this 
state,  placing  the  doctor  under  special  policing  and  judicial  power, 
whereby  his  license  to  practice  can  be  suspended  or  annulled  with- 
out the  usual  procedure  in  a  court  of  law.  How  many  are  aware 
that  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  medical  education — 
materia  medica  and  therapeutics — is  declared  of  no  consequence  in 
the  licensing  examination  in  this  state?  This  legislation  was 
accomplished  by  a  small  but  active  minority  of  the  allopathic 
society  with  the  aid  of  the  educational  department  of  the  state. 
As  the  bad  features  of  the  law  are  being  better  understood  a  feeling 
of  dissatisfaction  is  manifesting  itself  and  many  prominent  allo- 
pathic physicians  are  very  pronounced  in  denouncing  the  measure, 
as  injurious  to  the  profession.  The  Eclectics  who  are  willing  to 
submit  to  any  test  as  applied  to  all  schools,  and  only  active  against 
measures  that  deprive  them  of  constitutional  rights,  look  upon  this 
elimination  of  so  important  a  branch  as  materia  medica  and  thera- 
peutics as  a  surrender  of  the  old  school  to  the  superiority  of  their 
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system.  The  Eclectics  are  as  positive  of  the  action  of  their  drugs 
as  the  surgeon  in  his  mechanical  work  is  sure  of  success.  The 
school  has  ever  pursued  such  a  regular  course  of  medication  on 
observable  symptoms  of  disease  that  its  practice  in  most  instances 
is  reduced  to  a  science.  To  the  members  of  this  school  the  credit 
of  specific  medication  and  an  enlarged  materia  medica  is  given. 
Shall  all  of  this  great  benefit  to  the  human  family  be  lost  by  the 
action  of  a  few  physicians?  Can  any  law  enacted  by  the  state 
belittle  its  benefits?  To  you,  the  members  of  the  Eclectic  medical 
profession,  let  me  say  it  is  a  duty  you  owe  to  the  pioneers  for  their 
indefatigable  clinical  work  that  has  laid  the  foundation  of  your 
success  and  that  of  those  who  may  follow,  that  this  system  of 
medicine  shall  be  upheld  and  not  allowed  to  perish.  You  must  see 
to  it  that  a  sacrifice  be  made,  if  necesary,  so  that  the  door  of  oppor- 
tunity shall  not  be  closed  to  the  common  people,  to  become  mem- 
bers of  our  honored  profession  by  any  intrigue  or  vicious  legislation. 

Make  your  answer  to  the  headline  of  this  article  by  preparing 
a  paper  on  some  important  subject,  and  arrange  your  business  so 
that  you  can  attend  the  state  meeting.  G.  W.  T. 


Watch  With  Care. 

It  is  hardly  conceivable  that  any  legislative  body  would  seriously 
consider  a  law  prohibiting  the  dispensing  of  medicines  by  physicians, 
but  after  the  adoption  in  this  state  of  the  crazy-quilt  called  a  law  to 
regulate  the  practice  of  medicine,  one  is  not  likely  to  have  the  greatest 
confidence  in  the  judgment  of  the  average  law  makers.  But,  be  that 
as  it  may,  there  is  an  abundance  of  evidence  of  the  fact  that  some  of 
the  druggists'  associations  intend  to  ask  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to 
prevent  dispensing  by  physicians,  during  the  present  winter.  This  is 
clearly  shown  by  the  trend  of  articles  constantly  appearing  in  the  drug 
journals. 

While  there  may  be  no  great  danger  of  the  passage  of  such  un- 
justly restrictive  laws  at  the  present  time,  they  unquestionably  will  be 
earnestly  urged  in  the  near  future.  It  is,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  Eclectics  throughout  the  country  should  keep  their  eyes 
wide  open  and  carefully  watch  all  legislative  proceedings.  If  this 
caution  is  neglected,  and  things  allowed  to  go  by  default,  special  priv- 
ilege and  restrictive  laws  of  various  kinds  may  be  sneaked  through 
legislatures  at  any  time,  causing  us  to  realize,  when  it  is  too  late  to 
remedy  the  matter,  that  our  inattention  has  permitted  our  enemies  to 
ruin  our  most  valuable  methods  of  healing  the  sick.         J.  W.  F. 


The  frequent,  urgent  desire  to  urinate  in  old  men,  with  some 
mucus  discharge,  is  relieved  by  fifteen  minims  of  specific  equisetum 
every  three  or  four  hours. 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW 


3 


Original  Articles  | 

Modern  Intra-Uterine  Injections. 

By  C,  WOODWARD,  M.D. 

Leucorrhea  is  a  symptomatic  condition,  locally  exhibited,  which 
presents  a  positive  index  that  the  system  is  laboring  under  mal- 
assimilation  and  deficient  elimination.  In  its  early  stages  these 
symptoms  present  specific  indications  for  treatment,  if  we  are  but 
able  to  discern  the  particular  cause  of  these  conditions.  They  are 
frequently  induced  by  drinking  hot  tea,  coffee,  and  too  many  other 
beverages  ;  by  rapid  and  overeating  of  too  great  a  variety  of  foods, 
especially  of  incompatibles ;  by  living  exclusively  on  organized 
foods ;  and  by  the  use  of  excessive  quantities  of  condiments  and 
other  unwholesome  ,  articles,  some  of  which  are:  sugar,  sodium 
chloride,  canned  and  pickled  fish,  meat,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

There  are  patients  whose  method  of  eating,  drinking,  and  the 
care  of  their  organization  is  quite  well  managed,  but  whose  mental 
condition  is  allowed  to  become  morbid  through  worry  of  one  sort 
or  another,  until  their  physical  resistance  is  so  reduced  that  it  is 
unable  to  act  normally.  What  physician  would  expect,  with  a  few 
indicated  remedies,  to  correct  these  two  conditions  without  ob- 
serving their  true  etiologic  factors  and  making  an  effort  to  remove 
them?  In  our  attempt  to  remove  causes  it  will  be  gratifying  to 
know  how  some  of  these  etiologic  factors  act  secondarily  in  the 
system  in  inducing  leucorrhea. 

"The  molecules  of  potassium  chloride  are  workers  in  fibrine. 
WTien  the  particles  of  this  cell-salt,  for  any  reason,  fall  below  the 
standard,  a  portion  of  the  fibrine,  not  having  workmen  to  use  it, 
becomes  non-functional  and  is  thrown  out  of  the  circulation."  This 
organic  matter  is  carried  by  the  fluids  of  the  body  to  some  excre- 
tory organ.  If  to  the  nasal  passages,  it  is  called  catarrh ;  if  to  the 
lungs,  a  cough  is  the  result ;  if  to  the  uterus,  it  becomes  leucorrhea. 

We  will  then  prescribe  potassium  chloride  to  restore  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  system,  and  experience  has  proved  that  when  so 
given  it  has  greatly  reduced  the  uterine  exudation.  But  why  not 
continue  this  remedy  until  it  completely  controls  or  cures  the 
leucorrhea?  For  the  simple  reason  that  another  inorganic  element, 
sodium  chloride,  enters  the  system  as  food,  in  such  excessive  quan- 
tities as  to  destroy  secondarily  enough  of  the  potassium  chloride 
molecules  to  maintain  its  deficiency.  Then  the  blood,  without 
enough  of  this  cell-salt,  allows  the  fibrine  to  be  excreted  as  leucor- 
rhea. 

A  denial  of  the  destructive  influence  of  sodium  chloride  on 
potassium  chloride  in  the  system  is  scarcely  sustainable  with  the 
knowledge  that  the  administering  of  the  latter  decreases  fibrinous 
exudations ;  and  whenever  the  excessive  quantity  of  the  former  is 
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proscribed  for  several  months,  the  deficiency  of  the  latter  is  mostly 
supplied,  as  observed  by  the  reduced  leucorrhea.  This  proposition 
has  been  frequently  verified  by  prescribing  a  placebo  and  by  in- 
structing women  affected  with  leucorrhea  to  limit  their  daily  use 
of  sodium  chloride  to  twenty  grains.  By  so  doing,  in  three  or  four 
months  the  greater  portion  of  the  exudation  had  ceased.  Men  who 
have  used  excessive  quantities  of  salt,  expectorating  hourly  several 
times,  and  have  restricted  its  daily  use  to  fifteen  grains,  have  re- 
duced the  exudation  four-fifths  in  a  few  months. 

The  majority  of  practitioners  believe  that  it  is  impossible  to 
cure  leucorrhea  permanently  on  account  of  it  being  a  catarrhal 
exudation.  But  when  one  is  able  to  recognize  the  particular  food 
and  habits  which  induce  mal-assimilation  and  diminish  elimination 
and  then  corrects  them,  he  will  find  leucorrhea  as  amenable  to 
treatment  as  other  chronic  conditions. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  will  be  successful  in  proportion  to 
the  removal  of  the  etiologic  factors  for  which  the  internal  medica- 
tion is  fittingly  adapted,  and  the  local  condition  corrected  by 
applications. 

The  first  may  be  fulfilled  by  instructing  the  patient  to  masticate 
food  properly,  and  by  advising  the  kind,  quality  and  quantity  the 
system  requires  for  the  work  performed. 

Secondly,  when  the  system  has  become  wasted,  the  blood 
anemic  from  mal-assimilation,  and  the  abdomen  sensitive  to  pres- 
sure, there  is  an  irritable  condition  of  the  alimentary  canal  and 
absorbent  glands,  and  easily  aggravated  by  medicines.  In  this  condi- 
dition  an  alkaline  stimulant,  non-irritant  laxative  is  indicated,  and 
should  be  taken  once  daily  to  prevent  fecal  accumulations.  Some 
oily,  stimulating  application  should  be  applied  to  the  skin  twice  a 
week,  following  the  bath. 

Thirdly,  if  the  leucorrhea  has  existed  for  years,  or  until  en- 
dometritis has  been  developed,  accompanied  with  oedema  of  the 
uterus,  and  which  retains  decomposed  blood,  the  uterine  cavity 
should  be  treated  with  stimulating  applications. 

Because  this  symptomatic  condition  has  actually  developed  a 
disease  (endometritis)  is  no  reason  for  destroying  the  mucosa, 
when  attempting  to  cure  the  disease,  or  otherwise  injuring  the  func- 
tion of  the  uterus  with  the  curette,  caustics,  or  other  strong  germi- 
cides. 

Twenty-five  years'  experience  in  applying  medicated  solutions 
by  the  modern  method  of  intra-uterine  injections,  as  given  in 
"Intra-Uterine  Medication,"  has  accomplished  all  that  could  be 
desired  for  restoring  these  exuding  surfaces. 


Chicago,  111. 
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Nasal  Catarrh  and  Its  Treatment. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,  A.B.,  M.D. 

Nasal  catarrh,  a  persistent  and  intractable  disorder,  which,  as 
a  rule,  defies  the  general  treatment  of  the  average  physician,  does 
not  receive  the  attention  and  study  it  really  deserves,  the  physicians 
mostly  paying  little  or  no  attention  to  it  at  all. 

The  initial  acute  form  of  a  catarrh,  which  follows  some  very 
ordinary  exposure  to  cold,  or  wet,  becomes  chronic,  more  or  less, 
when  one  stage  or  form  of  a  cold  follows  another,  until  we  have  a 
real  true  form  of  rhinitis,  which,  as  far  as  the  general  practitioner  is 
concerned,  can  be  very  nicely  subdivided  into  the  simple,  atrophic 
and  hypertrophic. 

In  the  simple  form  we  have  a  shrinkage  of  tissue,  the  lower 
turbinates  are  softened  and  give  way  to  the  slightest  pressure,  while 
in  the  hypertrophic  form  the  turbinates  are  very  rigid,  and  usually 
the  turbinates  in  this  form  touch  the  septum  and  are  also  very  much 
enlarged. 

In  the  atrophic  form  (easily  recognized  by  the  peculiar  ob- 
noxious, fetid  odor),  the  turbinates  are  nearly  absorbed,  to  a  more 
or  lesser  degree,  mucus  adheres  to  the  walls  in  crusts,  that  peculiar 
dry  feeling  is  present  in  nose  and  throat,  compelling  continual  spit- 
ting, a  feeling  which  is  very  seldom  overcome  or  relieved. 

The  hypertrophic  condition  is  accompanied  by  pain  in  forehead 
and  eyes,  and  the  usual  other  symptoms,  and  the  especially  marked, 
terrible  odor,  which  is  offensive,  and  due  to  the  cocco  bacillus  of 
Perez. 

In  most  cases  of  rhinitis  I  have  also  found  an  occipital  neu- 
ralgia, which  can  perhaps  be  considered  as  a  new  symptom,  as,  so 
far  as  I  know,  this  symptom  has  not  been  mentioned  by  any  of  the 
authors  on  this  subject. 

In  treating  the  above  conditions  the  mode  and  form  to  be 
followed  is  the  same,  with  the  exception  of  the  hypertrophic  form, 
where  astringents  are  required. 

The  first  step  in  all  nasal  catarrhs  is  a  real  and  very  thorough 
cleansing,  washing  of  the  parts  with  a  very  mild  alkaline  solution 
(a  warm  solution  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  is  also  very  good),  doing  it 
slowly  and  taking  good  care  to  cover  the  entire  mucous  surface  of 
the  affected  membrane;  the  use  of  a  nebulizer  comes  in  very  handy. 
Care  must  be  taken  that  each  nostril  receives  about  2 — 3  ounces  of 
the  fluid,  which  must  not  be  above  the  body  heat,  and  if  you  are  to 
avoid  future  ear  complications,  be  sure  to  throw  your  patient's  head 
back,  exactly  in  the  median  line. 

After  the  syringing  of  the  nose,  proceed  to  remove  all  the 
crusts,  if  any,  slowly  by  forceps,  and  then  with  a  cotton-wrapped 
probe  apply  some  remedial  agent.  In  my  hands  best  results  were 
obtained  from  the  use  of  the  oil  of  eucalyptus,  menthol,  thymol  in 
a  glycerine  menstruum,  also  from  echinacea,    stillingea    in  warm 
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water,  which  I  apply  each  and  every  time  the  nasal  passages  are 
cleansed. 

This  entire  procedure  must  be  repeated  2  or  3  times  daily  and 
under  no  conditions  must  the  patient  be  allowed  to  do  it  himself, 
as  in  most  cases  the  patient  will  use  unnecessary  force  and  more 
irritate  the  already  oversensitive  mucous  membrane. 

The  above  treatment  takes  some  time,  often  5  to  6  months; 
general  attention  must  also  be  paid  to  the  intestinal  tract ;  clean 
it  out ;  pay  attention  to  diet  and  general  elimination. 

608  Eastern  Parkway. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

BY  P.   NILLSON,  M.D. 

Scarlet  fever  is  an  acute,  infectious,  contagious  disease,  char- 
acterized by  an  eruption,  pharyngitis,  high  fever  and  a  rapid  pulse. 
The  incubation  period  averages  one  week. 

The  onset  is  sudden,  with  headache,  sore  throat,  vomiting 
and  high  fever.  Convulsions  may  occur  in  young  children.  The 
temperature  may  reach  as  high  as  1040  to  1050  within  a  few  hours. 
The  pulse  is  rapid  and  of  high  tension,  showing  nervous  irritation. 
Inspection  of  the  throat  will  reveal  a  reddened  pharyngeal  mucous 
membrane  to  which  may  be  added  a  follicular  tonsillitis. 

The  eruption  usually  appears  within  twenty-four  hours  from 
the  onset,  first  on  chest,  back  and  neck  and  from  these  places 
rapidly  spreads  over  the  whole  body.  It  consists  of  a  uniform 
scarlet  flush  studded  with  darker  punctate  spots  corresponding  to 
the  hair  follicles.  The  eruption  varies  in  brightness  and  fineness 
and  in  some  cases  can  almost  be  classed  as  petechial.  Chin  and 
mouth  are  usually  left  clear  of  eruption. 

The  appearance  of  the  eruption  usually  brings  with  it  consid- 
erable itching  with  intense  restlessness.  The  redness  disappears 
momentarily  on  pressure  with  the  finger.  The  rash  begins  to  fade 
on  the  third  day  and  is  usually  gone  at  the  end  of  a  week,  when 
desquamation  begins.  This  may  take  five  or  six  weeks.  The 
fever  remains  high  for  three  or  four  days,  then  gradually  subsiding 
and  becoming  normal  on  the  seventh  day.  Fever  persisting  after 
the  seventh  day  is  most  always  due  to  complications.  The  fever 
stage  is  always  accompanied  by  great  restlessness,  and  a  mild  de- 
lirium is  generally  present  at  night. 

The  tongue  in  scarlet  fever  is  at  first  covered  with  a  grayish 
fur,  this  gradually  disappearing  from  the  tip  backward,  disclosing 
an  intensely  red  surface  with  prominent  fungiform  papillae,  the 
"strawberry  tongue."  The  tonsils  are  often  covered  with  a  pseudo- 
membrane,  which  in  rare  cases  may  be  of  a  diphtheritic  nature. 
More  or  less  swelling  of  the  cervical  glands  may  occur.  In  ordinary 
cases  we  find  at  the  end  of  the  first  week:  the  eruption  gone  or 
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remaining  in  the  form  of  a  coarse  petechial  eruption ;  the  tempera- 
ture is  normal  or  nearly  so;  the  tongue  is  assuming  its  normal 
color  and  appearance,  and  nervous  symptoms  have  entirely  disap- 
peared. Desquamation  is  already  beginning  on  the  face  and  per- 
haps the  palmar  surface  of  the  fingers.  From  this  time  on  the  patient 
will  not  need  any  internal  medication  unless  may  be  a  mild  tonic. 

The  most  common  complications  of  scarlet  fever  are :  otitis 
media,  abcess  of  cervical  glands,  endocarditis,  and  lastly  the  most 
common  one,  nephritis.  Hyperpyrexia  at  any  time  during  the  first 
week  or  a  prolonged  febrile  stage  generally  denotes  one  or  the  other 
of  the  conditions  mentioned.  I  have  lost  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
(both  several  years  ago),  one  from  hyperpyrexia  and  the  other  from 
cellulitis  of  the  neck  developing  into  gangrene  and  oedema  glot- 
tidis.  The  latter  died  five  weeks  after  beginning  of  his  illness.  He 
was  twelve  years  old  and  of  a  very  delicate  constitution.  The 
former,  a  robust  boy  of  eleven,  I  found  on  the  second  day  with  a 
temperature  of  1080,  in  a  comatose  state  and  having  involuntary 
discharges.  By  sponging  and  rubbing  with  ice  water  I  managed 
to  reduce  the  temperature  to  1030.  He  was  then  rational  and  not 
extra  nervous.  Enjoining  the  parents  to  continue  the  sponging  at 
intervals,  I  left.  I  was  called  early  next  morning,  as  the  patient 
had  just  died.  I  found  the  temperature  to  be  no°  fifteen  minutes 
after  death.  What  caused  the  high  temperature  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say,  as  I  had  no  chance  to  examine  the  urine  and  did  not  notice 
any  other  complications  that  might  have  induced  it. 

A  case  of  mastoiditis  which  came  under  my  observation  gave  a 
history  of  recent  Scarlet  fever.  He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  and 
operated  on.  Later  metastatic  abcess  developed  in  several  parts 
of  the  body.  He  made  a  long  and  tedious  recovery.  I  have  met 
with  several  cases  of  endocarditis,  nephritis  and  chronic  suppura- 
tion of  the  middle  ear  referrable  to  an  early  attack  of  scarlet  fever 
as  the  cause. 

My  usual  treatment  consists  in  giving  remedies  to  relieve  the 
nervous  symptoms  and  keep  the  temperature  below  the  danger 
line.  The  principal  ones  are :  gelsemium,  rhus  tox,  aconite  apis,  as 
indicated.  I  always  include  phytolacca  for  the  throat  and  glandular 
symptoms,  and  usually  kalium  citrate  or  liq.  amm.  acet.  for  their 
cooling  effect  and  eliminative  properties.  If  the  temperature  is  very 
high,  patient  somnolent  and  bordering  on  a  typhoid  state,  I  rely  on 
lactic  acid  internally  and  externally.  In  ordinary  cases  I  direct  a 
lukewarm  sponging  twice  daily,  followed  by  applications  of  boric 
acid  ointment.  This  treatment  helps  to  relieve  the  nervous  symp- 
toms and  control  the  temperature.  It  also  safeguards  the  patient 
against  the  development  of  nephritic  symptoms.  During  the  last 
three  or  four  years  I  have  had  but  little  trouble  with  scarlatinal 
nephritis. 

The  etiology  of  scarlet  fever  is  still  unknown.    Some  observers 
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claim  that  a  specific  micrococcus,  others  that  streptococcus  pyogenes 
is  the  causative  agent.  Scarlet  fever  is  generally  considered  very 
contagious^both  during  the  latter  part  of  the  incubative  period  and 
during  the  whole  of  the  stage  of  desquamation,  but  I  have  never 
seen  it  transmitted  by  contact  with  or  proximity  to  patients,  in  the 
purely  desquamative  stage. 

The  danger  of  contagion  is  very  great  during  first  few  days  of 
eruptive  stage;  from  then  on  gradually  disappearing,  keeping  step 
with  the  throat  symptoms. 

Xew  Vork  City. 


Saline  Infusion  and  Hypodermoclysis. 

BY  S.  R.  SHULTZ,  M.D. 

These  operations  are  so  simple  that  every  practitioner  should 
be  ready  to  inject  saline  fluid,  owing  to  the  critical  nature  of  cases 
which  call  for  it,  the  suddenness  with  which  the  call  is  liable  to 
come,  and  the  excellent  results  which  usually  follow. 

This  method  of  replenishing  the  blood  stream  has  been  used  by 
many  practitioners  at  different  times,  such  as  Little,  in  the  cholera 
epidemics  of  London,  during  the  years  of  1848  and  1866,  and  many 
others  sporadically;  it  was,  however.  Dr.  William  Hunter,  in  1880, 
that  drew  the  attention  of  the  profession  in  this  country  to  the 
great  importance  of  injection  of  saline  infusion  in  sustaining  life, 
if  only  sufficient  fluid  was  added  to  keep  it  in  circulation. 

About  the  same  time  Dr.  AYoolridge  was  proving  that,  after 
hemorrhage  sufficient  to  be  fatal,  enough  hemoglobin  still  remained 
to  sustain  life,  if  only  sufficient  fluid  was  added  to  keep  it  in 
circulation. 

Dr.  H.  R.  Spencer  and  Drs.  Kronecher  and  Sander  also  per- 
formed operations  at  about  the  same  time  and  their  experiments 
were  successful. 

For  practical  purposes  all  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by 
transfusion  may,  I  believe,  be  equally  well  and  more  readily  ob- 
tained by  infusion  of  a  neutral  saline,  such  as  three-quarters  per 
cent,  solution  of  common  salt  (about  1  drachm  to  a  pint).  The 
nutritive  value  of  serum  is  so  small  that  its  chief  value  here  must 
depend  upon  its  physical  properties,  and  these  are  in  no  respect 
greater  than  those  of  a  corresponding  quantity  of  neutral  saline 
solution. 

With  regard  to  the  red  corpuscles  Dr.  Hunter  writes:  "The 
greater  the  quantity  of  blood  transfused,  the  longer  are  red  cor- 
puscles likely  to  remain  within  the  circulation,  and  the  more  likely 
is  the  hemoglobin  and  the  iron  which  it  contains  to  remain  within 
the  system.  Over  this  factor,  however,  we  can  execute  but  little 
control."  Again  we  are  told  by  the  same  authority  on  this  subject 
that  "there  is  scarcely  a  single  condition  of  the  blood  in  which  the 
want  of  red  corpuscles  is  a  source  of  urgent  danger.    After  the 
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greatest  loss  of  blood  in  animals  a  sufficient  number  of  red  cor- 
puscles always  remain  in  the  circulation  to  carry  on  respiration, 
provided  that  the  circulation  is  maintained. 

In  man  the  loss  of  blood  can  never  be  so  great  as  in  animals. 
Syncope  occurs  early.  Transfusion  of  blood  is,  therefore,  never 
required  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  red  blood  corpuscles  to  carry 
on  respiration  after  sudden  loss  of  blood  in  a  patient  previously 
healthy. 

The  immediate  source  of  danger  in  such  cases  is  not  the  want 
of  red  corpuscles,  but  the  disturbance  of  the  relation  between  the 
vascular  system  and  its  contents.  The  immediate  source  of  danger 
from  sudden  loss  of  blood  is  the  fall  in  the  blood  pressure  to  a 
point  where  the  circulation,  is  unable  to  be  maintained.  The 
obvious  indication  is  therefore  to  raise  the  pressure  within  the 
vessels. 

The  advantages  of  injection  of  normal  salt  solution  over  trans- 
fusion must  be  pointed  out  in  this  connection.  First,  the  difficulty 
in  obtaining  blood  in  sufficient  quantity  or  sufficient  rapidity  as 
compared  with  the  ease  with  which  simple  saline  solution  can  be 
prepared.  Second,  the  danger  attending  the  transfusion  if  com- 
pared with  the  absolute  freedom  from  danger  possessed  by  salt 
solution.  Third,  the  doubtful  value  of  transfusion  whether  hemo- 
genic  or  physical,  when  compared  with  saline  fluid. 

Indications. — In  all  cases  where  there  has  been  a  great  loss  of 
blood,  such  as  hemorrhages  from  accidental  causes.  Also  hemor- 
rhages from  the  nose,  the  lungs,  the  uterus  and  the  bowels;  where 
the  vital  forces  are  greatly  depressed  from  any  cause  ;  during  opera- 
tions;  in  wasting  diseases,  septic,  uremia  £nd  all  toxic  conditions. 

Dr.  Sturges  reports  a  case  in  which  severe  collapse  from  vom- 
iting and  diarrhea  in  a  child  of  nine  months,  the  subject  of  con- 
genital syphilis  and  rickets,  was  successfully  tided  over  by  infu- 
sion of  salt  solution.  Other  treatment  having  failed,  the  left  ex- 
ternal jugular  was  exposed  and  125  of  distilled  water  containing 
36  grains  of  common  salt  and  rather  mare  than  a  drachm  of  brandy 
were  slowly  injected.  The  child  recovered.  In  septicemia  the 
facilities  for  removal  of  the  micro-organisms  and  their  toxins  are 
increased  by  hypodermoclysis. 

In  carbolic  acid  poisoning  Dr.  Oliver  drew  attention  to  the  in- 
sufficiency of  washing  out  the  stomach  when  once  a  poison  like 
carbolic  acid  has  got  into  the  blood  and  the  need  of  infusing  with 
saline  fluid  as  this  is  in  great  part  rapidly  excreted  by  the  kidneys 
and  carries  much  of  the  poison  away  with  it. 

Method. — The  instruments  used  should  be  as  simple  as  possible. 
A  teaspoonful  of  common  salt  is  dissolved  in  water  which  has  been 
previously  boiled.  About  4  pints  of  such  solution  should  be  at 
hand  and  kept  covered  at  a  temperature  of  ioo°.  The  skin  over  the 
vein  selected  is  first  sterilized.    The  vessel  chosen  is  usually  the 
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median  basilic  or  cephalic.  Either  is  exposed  by  an  oblique  in- 
cision beginning  to  the  inner  or  outer  side  of  the  biceps  tendon. 
If  necessary  the  internal  saphena  should  be  opened  just  in  front  of 
the  malleolus.  Two  catgut  threads  are  now  passed  under  the  vein 
exposed.  I  prefer  a  small  canulla  with  a  blunt  point,  for  a  sharp 
one  may  enter  between  the  coats  of  the  vein.  I  also  prefer  to  in- 
ject the  fluid  with  funnel  and  four  to  six  feet  of  india  rubber  tubing 
about  one-half  inch  in  diameter.  The  jug  from  which  the  fluid  is 
poured  into  the  funnel  should  be  held  about  five  feet  above  the 
patient.  It  should  take  from  15  to  30  minutes  to  inject  two  or  three 
pints  of  saline  fluid.  The  chief  guides  are  a  return  of  the  pulse — 
with  increase  in  volume  and  diminution  in  rate,  say,  a  fall  from  130 
to  90.  Return  of  color  and  fullness  to  the  face,  increase  in  con- 
sciousness, etc.  If  in  a  great  hurry  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  axilla 
or  breast  may  be  used. 

Test  the  temperature  of  the  solution  to  be  used  with  a  ther- 
mometer. Do  not  guess  at  it.  Test  it  often  to  see  that  it  is  of  the 
right  temperature.    Cold  solutions  may  cause  a  chill. 

New  York  City. 


An  Interesting  Case  of  Otorrhea. 

BY   JOSEPH   GILL,  M.D. 

After  a  severe  spell  of  illness  in  my  childhood,  at  least  thirty- 
five  years  ago.  I  was  left  with  a  very  purulent  and  foul-smelling 
discharge  from  my  left  ear.  not  painful,  but  resulting  in  deafness. 
I  had  undertaken  treatment  a  number  of  times  for  a  term  of  from 
three  to  six  months,  but  siill  the  discharge  continued  until  I  grew 
tired  of  treatment  and  let  it  go. 

About  ten  months  ago  my  right  ear  became  inflamed  and  began 
to  discharge,  and  I  could  hardly  hear.  I  consulted  various  pro- 
fessors, and  on  examination  was  told  that  the  drum  was  perforated. 
I  followed  the  advice  of  my  physician  and  used  hydrogen  peroxide, 
which  always  made  the  pain  worse.  Permanganate  of  potassium 
did  fairly  well  for  irrigation,  adrenalin  chloride,  1  to  10,  also  did 
some  good,  but  the  discharge  and  deafness  continued.  After  using 
all  this  for  about  four  months  I  got  tired,  as  no  results  were  felt. 

Having  used  Lloyd's  hydrastis  for  a  great  many  catarrhal  and 
ulcerative  and  purulent  conditions,  I  concluded  to  try  it  on  myself, 
and  after  using  it  about  three  weeks,  found  the  pus  diminishing, 
so  I  continued  the  remedy  for  about  two  months,  when  I  found  no 
more  discharge  in  my  right  ear.  and  find  myself  hearing  as  well  as 
ever  in  this  ear.  I  have  continued  the  same  treatment  in  my  left 
ear,  and  find  the  hearing  improving  in  this,  ear  also.  I  have  been 
jsing  the  left  ear  at  the  telephone,  and  find  that  I  can  carry  on  a 
conversation,  a  thing  I  have  never  done  before  in  my  life.  I  do  not 
expect  to  restore  my  hearing  entirely  in  my  left  ear,  in  which  the 
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deafness  is  of  thirty-five,  years'  standing,  but  at  least  I  am  rid  of 
that  troublesome,  obnoxious-smelling  discharge,  which  was  con- 
tinuous. 

The  treatment  employed  was  as  follows : 

Lloyd's  hydrastis    i  part. 

Distilled  water    I  part. 

Warm  the  mixture  to  blood  heat,  and  using  an  ordinary  drop- 
per, draw  it  about  one-half  full.  Insert  the  point  in  the  ear  as  far 
as  you  can  without  injuring  the  ear,  then  force  the  fluid  into  the  ear 
and  draw  it  back  into  the  dropper  without  removing  from  the  ear. 
Do  this  a  few  times,  then  draw  the  fluid  into  the  dropper  and  re- 
move from  the  ear.  Clean  your  dropper,  then  with  another  dropper 
one-half  full  repeat  the  treatment  until  the  fluid  remains  clear. 
This  should  be  done  twice  a  day  the  first  week,  then  once  a  day, 
then  every  other  day,  till  the  fluid  remains  clean  when  first  used  in 
the  ear.  Plug  the  ear  lightly  with  a  little  cotton  till  it  is  dry,  then 
remove. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


-Materia  -Medica  and  Therapeutics 

EDITED  BY 

JOHN   WILLIAM   FYFE,  M.  D. 
Short  Articles  giving  definite  indications  for  remedies  are  solicited,  and  may  be  sent  to  Dr.  J.  W.  FY7E,  Sangatuek,  Ct 


The  Third  Row  in  My  Medicine  Case. 

The  third  row  in  my  buggy  case  contains  the  drugs  often  re- 
ferred to  as  the  "Twelve  Tissue  Remedies."  These  remedial  agents 
should  be  carefully  studied  by  our  physicians  with  a  view  to  obtain- 
ing more  reliable  specific  indications  for  their  employment  than  any 
which  have  heretofore  been  published.  That  they  possess  therapeu- 
tic power  is  a  frequently  demonstrated  fact.  A  large  part  of  the 
indications  for  them  to  be  here  presented  for  the  consideration  of 
the  readers  of  the  Review  have  been  obtained  from  homeopathic 
sources,  but  so  many  of  them  have  been  found"  useful  in  my  own  practice 
that  no  hesitation  is  felt  in  commending  them  to  the  attention  of 
Eclectic  practitioners. 

NO.    I.     CALCII  FLUORIDUM  CALCAREA  FLUORICA  FLUORIDE  OF  LIME. 

This  agent  is  mineral  fluorspar  prepared  by  trituration  with 
sugar  of  milk. 

In  diseases  involving  the  substance  forming  the  surface  of 
bone,  enamel  of  the  teeth,  and  part  of  all  elastic  tissue,  whether  of 
the  skin,  the  connective  tissue,  or  the  walls  of  the  blood  vessels, 
the  •  fluoride  of  lime  is  likely  to  constitute  a  useful  medicament. 
Having  this  knowledge  of  the  salt  in  mind,  it  will  be  suggested  as 
a  possible  remedial  agent  in  all  diseases  which  can  be  traced  to 


12 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


relaxation  of  any  of  the  elastic  fibres,  including  dilatation  of  the 
blood  vessels,  arterial  and  venous  blood  tumors,  varicose  and  en- 
larged veins,  hard  indurated  glands,  malnutrition  of  bones,  pendu- 
lous abdomen  and  in  some  cases  of  uterine  displacement. 

In  coughs  characterized  by  tickling  and  irritation  of  the  throat 
on  lying  down,  caused  by  elongation  of  the  uvula,  or  droppings  at 
the  back  of  the  throat,  calcarea  fluorica  is  often  a  very  useful  remedy, 
and  in  stuffy  colds  in  the  head  it  exerts  a  corrective  influence. 
In  various  forms  of  catarrh,  especially  when  the  expectoration  con- 
sists chiefly  of  yellowish  small  lumps,  it  has  been  used  with  marked 
advantage,  and  when  there  are  sparks  before  the  eyes,  spots  on  the 
cornea  and  induration  in  the  eyelids  it  has  been  found  useful.  In 
conjunctivitis  and  enlargement  of  the  meibomian  glands  this  salt 
of  calcium  has  also  been  found  useful.  In  gouty  enlargement  of 
the  finger  joints  its  influence  is  unmistakably  curative,  and  as  a 
means  of  aiding  dentition  it  is  often  valuable.  It  is  also  an  efficient 
remedy  in  the  vomiting  of  infants  during  the  period  of  dentition. 
Weak  infants,  having  thin  skulls  and  open  fontanelles,  under  the 
influence  of  this  agent  have  been  greatly  benefited,  and  knotty 
substances  which  are  sometimes  found  in  the  female  breast,  have 
been  caused  to  disappear  through  its  continued  use. 

In  enlargement  of  the  heart,  with  feeble  action  of  the  organ, 
calcarea  fluorica  has  been  employed  with  advantage,  and  in  dilata- 
tion of  blood  vessels  it  is  a  very  useful  drug.  In  varicose  ulcers 
it  aids  much  in  the  treatment,  and  in  varicose  veins  about  the 
vulva  Dr.  Porter  has  found  it  a  very  efficient  remedial  agent.  He 
also  employed  it  with  excellent  success  in  distention  of  the  ovarian 
and  sub-ovarian  plexus  of  veins. 

Calcarea  fluorica  possesses  the  power  of  strengthening  the 
elastic  tissue  of  the  gravid  uterus,  and  thus  causing  parturition  to 
become  less  painful.  When  after-pains  are  feeble  and  inefficient  it 
increases  and  regulates  contractions.  It  is  also  of  value  when 
there  are  excessive  bearing-down  pains  and  a  tendency  to  flooding. 
In  pelvic  abscesses  resulting  from  caries  of  bone,  it  has  been  used 
with  beneficial  effect,  and  when  suppurative  processes  affect  the 
bone  it  is  a  most  useful  remedial  agent.  It  is  also  useful  in  old 
cases  of  fistulous  sinuses  of  the  mammary  glands. 

When  there  are  symptoms  of  acidity  calcarea  fluorica  is  often 
very  efficient  as  a  means  of  removing  long,  round  or  thread-worms. 
The  drug  is  supposed  to  act  by  destroying  the  excess  of  lactic  acid 
which  seems  to  be  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  life  of 
the  worms. 

In  indurated  lymph  glands  calcarea  fluorica  tones  up  the  walls 
of  the  blood  vessels  and  thus  favors  absorption,  and  when  there  are 
hard  swellings  in  the  soft  tissues  it  acts  in  a  curative  direction.  It 
is  also  a  useful  remedy  in  bony  excrescences. 

The  following  indications  suggest  the  lines  along  which  this 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


13 


drug  may  be  profitably  studied :  Varicose  and  enlarged  veins ;  blood 
tumors  and  piles;  dilatation  of  blood  vessels;  malnutrition  of  bone, 
especially  of  the  teeth ;  indurated  glands  of  extreme  hardness ;  hard 
lumps  in  the  mammary  glands;  ulcers  of  the  scalp  with  callous, 
hard  edges;  tumors  of  the  eyelids;  osseous  growths;  vascular  tu- 
mors, with  dilated  blood  vessels;  chronic  synovitis;  cystic  tumors 
caused  by  strain  of  the  elastic  fibres;  whitlow  or  felons;  suppuration 
of  bones;  exudation  from  surface  of  bones  which  quickly  hardens. 

The  medium  dose  of  calcarea  fluorica  is  five  grains  of  the  third 
trituration,  but  it  may  be  prescribed  as  follows:  Calcarea 
fluorica,  3X,  gr.  xx  to  5i,  water,  §iv;  teaspoonful  every  hour. 


Convallaria  and  Cactus. 

BY  FRANK  WEBB,  M.D. 

In  specific  medicine  convallaria  we  have  one  of  our  best  heart 
remedies.  As  Scudder,  Webster  and  others  say,  it  acts  on  the 
circulation  much  like  digitalis,  but  does  not  produce  the  dangerous 
results  we  often  get  from  digitalis.  I  should  not  like  to  practice 
medicine  without  this  drug.  With  it  I  have  cured  and  helped  make 
comfortable  cases  that  other  physicians  of  note  said  could  not  be 
helped. 

You  take  a  case  with  quickened  pulse,  when  there  is  capillary 
obstruction,  a  feeling  of  dyspnea  and  shortness  of  breath,  with  what 
the  patient  calls  "thumping  in  the  head  and  ears,"  especially  when 
they  stoop  down  and  rise  up  suddenly,  and  its  actions  will  prove 
corrective.  In  dropsy  of  cardiac  origin  it  has  no  superior;  in  my 
mind  it  foals  ^no  equal,  especially  if  the  left  ankle  is  swollen  and  the 
urine  is  decreased. 

One  great  indication  for  convallaria  is  swelling  of  the  limbs 
in  welts  or  ridges,  or  sometimes  the  patient  will  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  their  legs  have  hard  spots  like  bands  around  them 
and  then  a  band  that  is  very  soft ;  in  that  case  a  careful  examination 
will  reveal  the  fact  that  there  is  a  lesion  of  the  mitral  valve.  Gen- 
erally, mitral  insufficiency,  and  palpitation  due  to  capillary  obstruc- 
tion or  vehement  action,  with  arhythmical  movement,  will  yield  to 
convallaria  every  time.  Ecchymosis  of  the  lower  lids  of  the  eyes 
will  yield  to  it  after  the  failure  of  all  other  drugs.  I  always  com- 
bine convallaria  with  Crataegus,  instead  of  digitalis,  with  much 
better  results  and  without  the  unpleasant  and  dangerous  results 
one  often  gets  from  the  latter. 

Convallaria  has  a  very  wide  field  of  usefulness,  if  not  the 
widest  of  any  of  the  heart  remedies. 

Now,  to  cite  a  few  cases :  I  was  called  to  a  case  of  dropsy  due 
to  mitral  insufficiency.  I  gave  digitalis  with  apocynum  without  the 
slightest  results.  After  getting  almost  discouraged  I  tried  con- 
vallaria, with  a  response  inside  of  twelve  hours;  another  case  that 
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had  been  treated  by  two  Eclectics,  three  Homeopaths,  and  nine  or 
ten  Allopaths,  came  under  my  care.  The  patient  called  my  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  his  legs  swelled  in  ridges  or  welts,  the  left  one 
more  than  the  right.  I  gave  digitalis,  as  all  the  symptoms  were  for 
that  drug,  with  the  result  that  I  almost  killed  my  patient.  When  I 
saw  what  I  had  done  I  changed  to  convallaria,  with  the  result  that 
I  cured  him,  for  he  has  not  had  a  return  of  any  of  the  symptoms 
in  over  five  years.  In  another  case  the  patient  complained  of  feeling 
as  if  bands  of  elastic  were  on  her  leg  about  one-half  an  inch  wide, 
and  about  one  inch  apart.  Upon  examination  I  found  the  limb 
normal  with  no  apparent  dropsy,  but  the  hard  and  soft  bands  were 
very  pronounced.  I  had  learned  by  this  time  not  to  waste  any  time 
or  drug.  I  put  her  on  convallaria,  with  the  result  that  she  got  bet- 
ter in  a  few  days  and  the  symptoms  have  never  returned.  Another 
case  was  of  a  young  woman  who  had  spells  when  she  would  have 
palpitation  and  would  imagine  she  was  about  to  die ;  she  would 
wreep  for  hours  at  a  time  and  shut  herself  up  and  see  no  one.  Of 
course,  every  Eclectic  physician  will  recognize  the  pronounced  Pul- 
satilla symptoms.  I  administered  it  and  got  no  results ;  what  to  do 
I  did  not  know.  There  were  slight  cactus  indications,  so  I  gave 
cactus  without  any  results  after  a  week's  trial.  I  then  combined 
convallaria  with  Pulsatilla  and  in  less  than  a  week  she  was  free 
from  all  her  unpleasant  symptoms. 

I  might  go  on  and  recite  cases  enough  to  fill  the  pages  of  this 
journal,  but  suffice  it  to  say  that  in  convallaria  we  have  a  valuable 
drug  that  has  received  scant  attention  from  most  of  our  practi- 
tioners. 

While  I  do  not  decry  any  of  our  heart  remedies,  I  believe  it 
will  cure  more  cases  where  there  seem  to  be  mixed  indications 
than  any  other  remedy.  I  do  not  think  it  can  ever  supplant  our 
splendid  cactus  or  adonis  or  Crataegus,  or  any  of  our  heart  reme- 
dies, yet  it  has  a  wider  field  than  any  single  one  in  my  estimation. 

I  would  suggest  that  if  you  have  a  case  where  you  do  not  have 
the  positive  indication  for  adonis,  or  any  of  our  better  known  heart 
remedies,  try  convallaria  and  you  will  never  be  disappointed  in  its 
action.  To  me  it  is  one  of  the  most  certain  of  all  our  very  certain 
remedies.  As  we  Eclectic  physicians  are  not  medical  nihilists,  we 
speak,  as  the  Apostle  says,  "as  men  of  authority  on  these  matters." 

In  closing  I  will  speak  of  a  very  amusing  case.  I  was  called 
in  consultation  with  an  Allopath,  in  a  case  which  was  a  perfect  pic- 
ture of  cactus  to  a  man  who  knew  anything  about  materia  medica 
and  specific  medication.  I  advised  him  to  use  it ;  he  had  never 
heard  of  it ;  all  he  had  heard  of  was  cactina  pellets,  but  I  persuaded 
him  to  try  cactus  and  he  cured  his  case. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 
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Populus  Tremuloides. 

Under  the  above  caption  Ellingwood's  Therapeutist  publishes 
an  instructive  article  in  which  Dr.  J.  M.  French,  of  Milford,  Mass., 
says : 

"The  primary  effect  of  an  infusion  of  poplar  bark  is  to  improve 
the  appetite  and  strengthen  the  digestion.  Scudder  states  that  the 
principal  action  of  populus  is  exerted  on  the  viscera  of  the  small 
intestines. 

"The  buds  of  the  poplar  have  a  balsamic  odor,  and  contain  a 
small  quantity  of  volatile  oil,  resin,  etc.  They  possess  the  medicinal 
virtues  common  to  terebinthinate  substances.  An  ointment  is  made 
of  poplar  buds  by  digesting  them  with  twice  their  weight  of  hot 
lard,  and  gently  boiling  them 'until  all  moisture  is  dissipated.  This 
is  a  fragrant  ointment  resembling  benzoinated  lard  in  its  antiseptic 
qualities. 

"A  recent  writer  claims  that  a  strong  infusion  of  the  bark  will 
cure  those  forms  of  intermittent  fever  of  a  chronic  and  irregular 
character,  while  at  the  same  time  the  pathological  lesions  of  the 
liver,  spleen,  and  kidneys,  which  accompany  the  chronic  disorder, 
gradually  disappear,  with  the  ultimate  complete  restoration  of  their 
physiological  functions.  These  results  are  accomplished  without 
the  unpleasant  effects  which  occur  from  the  protracted  use  of 
quinine.  This  writer,  passing  through  a  severe  epidemic  of  malarial 
disease,  found  that  malarial  hematuria  was  very  common,  and  very 
hard  to  cure.  rje"puc  :his  p?^iehls  -on  an  infusion  of  cottonwood 
bark — a  species  "of  poplar  allied  to  popular  tremuloides — and  found 
the  symptoms  to  yield  rapidly,  and  not  only  the  hemorrhage,  but 
the  jaundice,  and  other -conditions  depending. upon  derangement  of 
the  'lp-er  and  stomach.  He^alsoifojind  that  the^results  obtained  by 
this  remedy  were?  more  •o'ermanent' than  those  which  followed  the 
use  of  quinine  in  some  cases. 

"Felter  and  Lloyd  say  that  poplar  bark  is  a  tonic  and  febrifuge, 
and  has  been  used  with  advantage  in  intermittent  fever.  An  in- 
fusion of  it  is  reputed  to  be  a  valuable  remedy  in  emaciation  and 
debility,  after  protracted  fevers,  in  the  reproductive  disorders  of 
the  nervous  and  hysterical,  in  conditions  induced  by  lumbricoid 
worms;  in  impaired  digestion,  chronic  diarrhea,  intermittent  fevers, 
etc. 

"Both  populus  and  populin  have  a  decided  affinity  for  the 
genito-urinary  tract.  The  remedy  is  thought  to  aid  the  recuperative 
powers  of  the  kidneys  when  undergoing  granular  degeneration.  In 
tenesmic  vesical  irritation  after  urination  it  is  decidedly  effective. 
In  these  cases  minute  doses — a  fraction  of  a  drop — are  most  effec- 
tive. Professor  Webster  suggests  its  trial  in  stubborn  cases  of 
uterine  congestion  and  prostatic  hypertrophy.  Its  influence  is  best 
shown  in  cases  characterized  by  general  debility,  with  impairment 
of  the  nutritive  functions  of  the  body. 
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"The  specific  indications  for  the  use  of  populus  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"(i)  Marked  general  debility,  with  impaired  digestion  and  en- 
feebled nutrition. 

"(2)  Malarial  fevers,  especially  the  chronic  forms,  with  their 
complications  and  sequelae. 

"(3)  Tenesmic  vesical  irritation,  especially  tenesmus  after 
urination.  The  presence  of  salicin  gives  to  populin  a  sedative  ac- 
tion on  the  sexual  function  which  may  render  it  useful  as  a  sexual 
sedative. 

"The  dose  of  the  powdered  bark  is  one  dram,  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  best  taken  in  infusion,  either  hot  or  cold.  Of  the 
fluid  extract,  the  dose  ranges  from  one-half  to  two  fluid  drams 
three  times  a  day.  Of  the  specific  medicine,  the  dose  is  given  as 
from  a  fraction  of  a  drop  to  30  drops.  The  concentration,  populin, 
is  used  in  doses  of  from  1-6  to  1-2  grain,  three  or  four  times  daily. 

"No  preparation  of  the  pure  glucoside  is  found  on  the  market, 
so  far  as  the  writer  can  ascertain,  but  this  could  easily  be  prepared 
if  there  were  a  demand  for  it. 

"Populus  is  well  worth  careful  study.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  it  possesses  important  properties  not  yet  developed. 
The  writer  would  be  pleased  to  receive  reports  of  its  action  from 
physicians  who  have  used  it  sufficiently  to  form  an  opinion  either 
favorable  or  unfavorable  concerning  it,  and  if  such  reports  are  fur- 
nished, will  undertake  to  collate  apil,  .present  their ,  substance  in  the 
form  of  a  collective  investigation  'report." 

Will  not  some  of  the..  Review  readers  who  have  had  experience 
in  the  use  of  popu)i..if 'respond  to  Dr.  French's  invitation  and  aid 
him  in  the  valuable  work  ,sug^es4:ed  ?; 

Helenin. 

In  an  exhaustive  and  interesting  article  on  the  above  named 
drug  a  German  writer  in  part  says : 

"Helenin  is  a  solid  body,  crystallizing  in  quadrangular,  color- 
less prisms.  It  was  first  isolated  in  1880,  by  De  Korab,  from  the 
camphor  or  essence  of  inula  campana,  popularly  known  as  elecam- 
pane, of  which  it  is  one  of  its  three  principal  constituents. 

"One  of  the  most  remarkable  properties  of  helenin  is  a  notable 
reduction  of  laryngopharyngeal  excitability.  Helenin  is  therefore 
one  of  the  best  medicaments  for  quieting  cough;  it  will  stop  the 
most  rebellious  cough  paroxysm,  dry  up  expectorations  the  most 
abundant,  and  palliate  much  asthmatic  dyspnea.  When  ingested  it 
exercises  a  high  degree  of  stimulating  action  accompanied  by  a 
marked  diminution  of  vascular  tension  and  a  lowering  of  tempera- 
ture, phenomena  which  were  rigorously  studied  by  means  of  Prof. 
Marey's  apparatus.  From  these  physiologic  properties  it  was  readily 
deduced  that  it  would  be  useful  in  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  con- 
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gestions  and  to  prevent  hemoptysis,  and  these  effects  have  been 
well  demonstrated  in  clinical  experience.  Helenin  acts  remark- 
ably against  pulmonary  congestions,  and  its  effects  are  useful  also 
in  cases  of  ulceration  and  even  in  cavernous  cases  when  the  purulent 
breath  of  broken-down  tissues  (in  phthisis)  makes  us  fear  the 
rupture  of  some  blood  vessel  which  has  become  too  thin  to  resist 
the  pressure  of  the  blood  current. 

"Helenin  affords  the  further  advantage  of  being  ingested  with- 
out irritating  the  stomach.  It  stimulates  the  appetite  like  fhe 
aromatic  bitters,  and  is  an  aid  to  digestion  in  phthisical  patients 
who  suffer  from  obstinate  anorexia. 

"As  a  powerful  microbicide  this  body  has  a  sterilizing  action 
on  Koch's  bacillus.  De  Korab  proved  this  as  early  as  1882,  and  in 
1885  Pihatte  verified  it  and  in  a  Montpelier  thesis  remarked  that  a 
minimum  quantity  of  helenin  sufficed  to  hinder  the  development 
of  the  bacillus. 

"We  must  not  forget  also  that  helenin  is  eliminated  very  rap- 
idly by  way  of  the  respiratory  passages  and  it  is  this  fact  that 
explains  its  topical  action  on  the  bronchial  mucosa  and  pulmonary 
parenchyma." 


Sanguinaria  Canadensis. 

The  season  is  ne^Tat  hand  when  many  people  are  afflicted  with 
troublesome  coughs.  ^Perhaps  there  is  no  single  wrong  condition 
that  has  given  rise  to  such  a  variety  of  prescriptions  as  that  exempli- 
fied by  the  cough. 

Sanguinaria  canadensis  is  a  remedy  which  should  not  be  lost 
sight  of,  as  it  will  prove  exceedingly  beneficial  in  many  obstinate 
coughs  which  have  heretofore  defied  all  means  and  methods  of  relief. 

Some  of  its  specific  indications  are  as  follows:  "Tickling  sen- 
sation in  the  throat,  or  irritation  of  the  throat  with  cough;  bron- 
chitis, with  increased  secretion ;  atonic  conditions  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  with  increased  secretion  of  mucus;  throat  and  air 
passages  dry,  hot,  and  swollen;  harsh  and  dry  cough;  sense  of 
uneasiness  and  burning  in  the  stomach,  with  nervousness ;  laryn- 
gitis, with  cough  and  tickling  or  dryness  of  the  throat;  respiratory 
diseases,  when  the  inspiration  is  difficult  and  the  throat  and  air 
passages  dry,  hot,  and  swollen ;  sense  of  constriction  in  the  throat, 
with  difficulty  of  deglutition."     (Fyfe's  Materia  Medica.) 

As  a  cough  remedy,  when  indicated — and  the  above  extract 
shows  these  very  plainly — it  stands  unrivaled.  Use  of  it  along  these 
lines  will  prove  its  value  and  demonstrate  the  folly  of  forgetting 
old  friends. 

Some  prefer  to  use  the  nitrate  of  sanguinaria,  but  my  own 
knowledge  of  the  drug  has  been  derived  from  the  tincture — specific 
medicine — of  sanguinaria.    It  has  proved  extremely  valuable  in  my 
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hands  and  has  cured  many  obstinate  coughs  which  nothing  else 
could  reach.  A  patient  will  frequently  exclaim,  "I  cough,  I  don't 
know  why,  but  somehow  I  cannot  help  it !" 

Give  such  a  one  sanguinaria  and  both  of  you  will  be  pleased. 

In  those  chronic  coughs  which  are  so  frequently  met  in  the 
general  practice  of  almost  every  physician  the  fact  must  never  be 
overlooked  that  here  it  is  absolutely  indispensable  to  continue  the 
medicine  for  a  considerable  period  of  time  if  the  cough  it  to  be 
completely  obliterated.  This  must  be  very  strongly  impressed  upon 
the  patient  and  his  co-operation  secured. 

Dose:  Fluid  extract,  2  to  5  gtts.;  specific  medicine,  1  to  10  gtts. 
The  larger  dose  is  emetic.  Usual  prescription :  I£  Sanguinaria,  gtts. 
v  to  gtts.  xxx ;  aqua,  giv.  M.  Sig.  Dose,  3j  every  one,  two,  or  three 
hours.  If  an  ounce  of  glycerine  is  substituted  for  one  of  those  of 
water  the  prescription  will  keep  better  and  its  efficacy  be  increased. 
— Journal  of  Therapeutics  and  Dietetics. 


Society  -Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Kansas  City  in  June, 
11908.     L.  A.  Perce,  M.D.,  president;    W:  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  Albany, 
March,  1908.  G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D., 
secretary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Borden,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin 
Howes,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C.  A.  Tyrrell, 
M.D.,  president;    H.  Harris,  M.D..  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
H.  Stoesser,  M.D.,  president:    M.  B.  Pearlstien,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.    A.  Blaustein,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday 
of  each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
Street.  Electa  A.  Brown,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D., 
secretary. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  in  the 
college  auditorium,  Thursday,  December  19,  1907,  President  Tyrrell 
presiding.  In  the  absence  of  Secretary  Lloyd  the  chair  appointed 
Dr.  Harris  to  take  his  place.   The  meeting  was  well  attended. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  approved  as  read, 
the  annual  report  of  the  secretary  being  laid  over  until  January. 

Dr.  S.  R.  Schultz  presented  for  diagnosis  a  patient  giving  the 
following  history:  Age  47;  married,  has  two  healthy  children;  a 
sister  and  a  brother  died  of  tuberculosis;  had  typhoid  at  17;  had 
gonorrhea  and  chancre  at  22 ;  fifteen  years  ago  his  tongue  became 
very  red  and  painful  and  has  continued  so  till  the  present ;  inveterate 
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cigarette  smoker ;  always  has  sore  gums ;  antisyphilitic  treatment 
has  brought  about  some  improvement. 

Drs.  Heeve  and  Herzog  were  appointed  a  committee  to  ex- 
amine the  case  and  report. 

They  diagnosed  the  case  as  syphilitic  glossitis — there  being 
other  typical  syphilitic  symptoms  in  the  mouth.  They  advised  the 
continuation  of  antisyphilitic  treatment.  Dr.  Heeve  recommended 
the  use  of  actual  cautery.  Dr.  Bernstein  believes  the  local  use  of 
copper  sulphate  would  prove  beneficial. 

Drs.  Boskowitz,  Herzog  and  MacDermott  were  appointed  nom- 
inating committee.  They  presented  the  names  of  the  following 
candidates  for  consideration : 

For  president,  Charles  A.  Tyrrell,  •  M.D. ;  for  vice-president, 
Charles  Lloyd,  M.D. ;  for  secretary,  H.  Harris,  M.D. ;  for  treasurer, 
G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D. 

All  candidates  were  unanimously  elected  to  office  and  installed 
with  the  usual  ceremonies. 

Dr.  S.  R.  Schultz  read  an  essay  entitled  "Hypodermoclysis." 
The  paper  brought  out  a  spirited  discussion. 

A  prize  of  $5  was  awarded  Dr.  Schultz  for  his  essay,  the 
amount  being  turned  over  to  the  society  to  be  disposed  of  as  it 
deems  fit. 

A  unanimous  vote^of  thanks  was  tendered  Dr.  Schultz  for  his 
clinic  and  essay,  whereupon  the  society  adjourned. 

H.  H. arris,  M.D.,  Secretary. 


New  York  Specific  Medication  Club. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medi- 
cation Club  was  held  in  the  college  parlors,  December  12,  1907; 
President  Brandenburg  in  the  chair.  After  roll  call  the  minutes 
of  the  November  meeting  were  approved  as  read. 

The  essayist  of  the  meeting,  Dr.  Sibley,  could  not  be  present 
on  account  of  his  wife's  serious  illness. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  in  discussing  salix  nigra  said  that  it  acts  upon 
the  sympathetic  nervous  system  and  upon  the  sexual  organs.  Good 
results  being  obtained  in  spermatorrhea  of  young  people,  in  all 
forms  of  excitement  of  the  genital  organs,  and  also  in  the  beginning 
of  perversion  of  mind. 

Dr.  Noack  says  he  has  had  good  results  with  salix  nigra  in 
chronic  ovaritis. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  suggested  taking  up  the  specific  drugs  for  la 
grippe.  He  recommended  for  the  deep-seated  pain  asclepias  tube- 
rosa  in  large  doses ;  gelsemium  till  dropping  of  the  eyelids  for  the 
severe  headache:  aconite,  bryonia  for  their  specific  indications;  also 
rest  in  bed  and  keep  the  bowels  open. 

Dr.  Brandenburg  endorsed  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Boskowitz,  but 
he  believes  that  those  peculiar  colds  are  due  to  constipation. 
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Dr.  Tyrrell  says  where  the  system  is  loaded  with  impure  mat- 
ter, first  cleanse  the  bowels,  then  apply  cold  or  hot  packs  externally 
to  produce  perspiration. 

In  discussing  the  action  of  the  coal  tar  products  Dr.  Boskowitz 
expressed  his  belief  in  the  dangerous  effect  of  their  use. 

Dr.  Pearlstien  moved  that  the  paper  of  the  essayist  be  sent 
to  the  chairman  48  hours  before  the  state  meeting.  The  motion 
was  unanimously  carried. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  suggested  that  every  essayist  appointed  should 
receive  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

Dr.  Brandenburg  appointed  the  following  members  on  the 
permanent  literary  committee :  Drs.  Pearlstien,  Schaeff  er,  McDer- 
mott,  Noack  and  Skou. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  send  a  letter  of  condolence  to 
the  widow  of  W.  H.  Lewis,  deceased. 

The  society  then  adjourned. 

A.  Blaustein,  M.D.,  Secretary. 


^elections 

Digitalis  and  a  Few  Other  Heart  Remedies. 

BY   AUG.   KORNDOZRFER,  M.D 

In  presenting  this  brief  review  of  a  few  of  our  heart  remedies, 
I  desire  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  carefully  differentiating 
the  use  of  appreciable,  though  still  small,  doses  of  our  remedies, 
and  the  potentized  preparations  of  the  same.  We  shall  center  our 
attention  upon  digitalis,  concluding,  however,  with  a  few  practical 
remarks  upon  the  use  of  several  other  remedies. 

Digitalis,  next  to  opium,  probably  has  been  more  lauded  and 
more  condemned  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  than  has  any  other  drug 
of  our  materia  medica.  In  our  own  school,  this  may  be  attributed 
to  a  lack  of  careful  study  of  its  pathogenesis.  In  the  old  school, 
it  more  likely  depends  upon  the  fact  that  the  dosage  employed 
renders  its  use  hazardous  to  the  patient  and  about  equally  disap- 
pointing to  the  physician. 

The  physiologic  interpretations  of  its  action  hitherto  advanced, 
though  affording  interesting  speculative  studies,  have  been  discord- 
ant, unsatisfying  and  confusing.  This  no  doubt  is  attributable  to 
the  common  error  of  attempting  to  utilize  drug  experiments  made 
upon  the  lower  orders  in  the  scale  of  animal  life,  in  an  endeavor  to 
discover  the  therapeutic  medicinal  action  of  such  drugs  upon  man. 
Such  attempts  must  always  prove  misleading  and  untrustworthy 
unless  confirmed,  or  corrected,  by  provings  upon  man. 

Among  all  the  theories  advanced  in  regard  to  digitalis,  the 
most  recent,  and  to  my  mind  the  most  plausible,  is  that  maintained 
by   Sajous,   in   his  masterful   work   upon  the  adrenals.    He  there 
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unfolds  an  entirely  new,  and  apparently  true,  explanation  of  the 
phenomena  resultant  upon  the  use  of  physiologic  as  well  as  toxic 
doses  of  this  drug,  with  special  reference  to  its  action  upon  the 
heart  and  in  its  influence  upon  blood  pressure. 

According  to  his  views,  digitalis  stimulates  the  activity  of  the 
anterior  pituitary-  body,  which  in  turn  arouses  the  suprarenal  glands 
to  their  highest  functional  possibilities. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  significance  of  this  fact,  we  must 
bear  in  mind  that  the  adrenals  secrete  a  colloid  substance  that  pos- 
sesses a  marked  affinity  for  oxygen,  and  that  this  substance  enters 
the  blood-stream  and  reaches  the  lungs  as  a  constituent  part  of  the 
venous  blood. 

"When  the  secretion  of -the  adrenals  reaches  the  pulmonary 
alveoli,  it  absorbs  oxygen  from  the  air  and  forms  with  the  oxygen  a 
compound  or  oxidizing  substance."  "A  part  of  this  oxidizing  sub- 
stance is  absorbed  by  the  hemoglobin  of  the  corpuscles  and  the  bal- 
ance remains  in  the  blood  plasma/'  "This  oxidizing  substance  is 
the  reagent  to  which  the  oxidation  processes  that  occur  in  the  blood- 
stream are  due."  Further,  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  "the  in- 
jection of  suprarenal  extract  produces  a  rapid  and  marked  increase 
of  blood-pressure,  by  stimulating  the  cardiac  and  vascular  muscles," 
that  is  to  say,  exciting  the  muscular  fibers  to  contraction.  We  must 
note  the  fact,  that  the  adrenal  secretion  reaches  the  heart  by  way 
of  the  suprarenal  veins^and  inferior  vena  cava  acting  directly  upon 
the  heart  muscle,  increasing  its  power:  "this  increase  of  contractile 
energy  normally  implicates  a  slower  action  in  virtue  of  familiar 
mechanical  principles."  Another  feature  of  importance  in  this 
connection,  is  the  fact  that  the  vessls  supplied  with  a  muscular  coat 
and  the  capillaries  are  antagonistic  in  contraction  and  dilation.  Now, 
it  has  been  proved  that  "overactivity  of  the  adrenals  causes  con- 
traction of  the  central  vascular  trunks  and  engorgement  of  the 
peripheral  capillaries,  as  indicated  by  general  peripheral  hyperemia, 
which  assumes  the  stage  of  fever  when  toxics  accumulate  in  the 
blood  stream ;  whereas  insufficiency  of  the  adrenals  is  followed  by 
engorgement  of  the  central  vascular  trunks  and  depletion  of  the 
peripheral  capillaries,  as  indicated  by  general  pallor." 

Physiologic  experiments  prove  that  digitalis  manifests  its  ac- 
tion notably  upon  the  right  heart,  directly  increasing  its  contractile 
energy  and  ensuring  a  freer  circulation  through  the  lungs. 

Given  in  doses  capable  of  exciting  suprarenal  overactivity,  digi- 
talis occasions  marked  rise  of  vascular  pressure.  At  first  we  note  a 
slowing,  strengthening  and  hardening  of  the  pulse,  but  later  the 
pulse  becomes  dicrotic.  This,  says  Sajous,  "is  a  suggestive  fact,  a 
primary  warning  perhaps,"  for  at  this  time  suprarenal  insufficiency 
may  suddenly  manifest  itself  and  death  occur  as  a  result  of  exhaus- 
tion of  the  suprarenal  center,  with  arrest  of  the  heart  in  diastole. 

If  such  termination  does  not  immediately  occur,  the  ventricles 
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and  auricles  cease  to  beat  in  accord:  in  other  words,  auricular  ven- 
tricular arythmia  occurs,  and  the  condition  known  as  delirium  cordis 
soon  develops,  when  further  use  of  the  drug  must  prove  fatal. 

The  slow  pulse  following  the  administration  of  digitalis  evi- 
dently is  the  result  of  increased  action  of  the  suprarenals;  whereas 
the  subsequent  rise  in  the  pulse  rate  depends  upon  suprarenal  ex- 
haustion. These  physiologic  phenomena  furnish  valuable  indica- 
tions for  differentiation  of  dose  in  the  therapeutic  use  of  this  drug, 
and  should  serve  as  a  warning  against  excessive  or  protracted  stim- 
ulation. 

Antipathically,  digitalis  may  become  a  useful  bridge  over  which 
to  bring  a  patient  suffering  from  serious  cardiac  conditions,  where 
the  heart  muscle  fails  to  perform  its  allotted  work ;  especially,  when 
through  inability  of  the  right  heart  to  propel  the  blood  through  the 
lungs,  venous  engorgement  and  edema  have  developed.  In  such 
cases  digitalis,  by  increasing  the  systolic  contraction  and  lengthen- 
ing the  period  of  diastole,  temporarily  restores  the  physiologic 
cycle. 

From  this  standpoint,  we  are  warranted  in  employing  appreci- 
able doses  of  digitalis  until  impending  danger  has  passed ;  but,  we 
must  remember  that  great  care  and  ripe  judgment  are  necessary,  to 
protect  the  patient  from  at  least  equal  danger  in  the  over  use  of  this 
drug. 

Many  have  found  good  results  from  drop  doses  of  the  tincture, 
given  at  short  intervals  until  reaction  becomes  manifest.  In  my  own 
practice,  I  prefer  the  preparation  known  as  digitaline,  Merck's  Ger- 
man. This  has  been  carefully  proved  in  physiologic  doses,  and  its 
cardiac  symptoms  are  found  to  be  practically  the  same  as  those  de- 
rived from  the  tincture,  whereas  its  use  is  unattended  by  the  nausea 
so  frequently  observed  from  the  tincture  and  the  decoction.  It  may 
be  relied  on  in  doses  of  from  the  one  hundredth  to  the  one  fiftieth 
of  a  grain,  repeated  every  two  hours  until  its  action  upon  the  heart, 
in  the  showing  and  strengthening  of  the  cardiac  impulse  becomes 
apparent. 

While  recognizing  and  appreciating  the  value  of  digitalis  when 
employed  in  accordance  with  this  relatively  crude  method  of  selec- 
tion, I  nevertheless  must  caution  against  placing  dependence  upon 
it,  to  the  neglect  of  the  strictly  homoeopathic  application  of  the 
remedy. 

The  pathogenesis  of  digitalis  given  us  by  Hahnemann  in  the 
Materia  Medica  Pura,  affords  the  most  reliable  data  on  which  to 
base  a  prescription.   A  short  analysis  will  make  this  plain. 

In  reviewing  the  recorded  symptoms,  one  of  the  most  charac- 
teristic is  found  in  the  pulse.  Where  the  remedy  is  indicated 
homeopathically,  we  will  find  a  decidedly  slow  pulse,  but  qualified 
by  the  modality,  "marked  acceleration  of  the  usually  slow  pulse  on 
the  slightest  exertion,  such  as  when  walking  even  slowly,  or  when 
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rising  from  a  recumbent  or  sitting  posture."  This  modality  is  so 
characteristic,  that  if  it  be  not  present  in  a  given  cardiac  case, 
digitalis  may  almost  surely  be  ruled  out. 

Again,  we  have  the  sense  of  great  general  weakness,  a  distress- 
ing sense  of  exhaustion,  with  tendency  to  attacks  of  syncope.  This 
symptom  stands  in  close  physiologic  relation  to  the  condition  of  the 
circulation  indicated  by  the  former  symptom.  This  weakness  may 
manifest  itself  as  a  sense  of  heaviness  and  paralytic  weakness  of  the 
limbs,  especially  of  the  left  arm  ;  or,  at  night  during  sleep,  a  sense 
of  exhaustion  may  awake  the  patient  in  a  fright  as  from  a  dream, 
with  a  feeling  as  if  falling  from  a  height,  or  into  the  water.  Of 
similar  import  is  the  symptom,  "awakens  frequently  during  the 
night  with  anxiety,  and  a  feeling  as  if  it  were  time  to  arise."  This 
symptom  often  occurs  in  neurasthenic  patients,  and  evidently  is 
dependent  upon  a  sudden  weakness  of  heart's  action  during  sleep. 
Fear  is  marked :  a  fear  of  impending  danger,  or  death,  accompanied 
by  faintness  and  vertigo  on  the  slightest  movement. 

Strong  emotions  invariably  excite  the  heart's  action  in  digitalis 
patients.  Based  upon  this  modality  digitalis  has  been  successfully 
employed  where,  after  intense  grief,  the  patient  suffered  from  pal- 
pitation of  the  heart  accompanied  by  pain  in  the  left  chest  and  the 
left  arm.    In  such  cases  the  potencies  should  be  used. 

Respiration  is  difficult  and  is  accompanied  by  a  deep  hollow 
cough,  dry  in  the  morning^but  with  expectoration  of  small  quanti- 
ties of  yellow  jelly-like  mucus  in  the  evening.  The  cough  is  aggra- 
vated by  talking,  walking,  or  by  any  exertion.  Pulmonary  conges- 
tion and  edema  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 

Peculiar,  seemingly  rheumatic  pains  in  the  chest  point  to  digi- 
talis, especially  when  occurring  in  cardiac  affections  after  renal 
complications  have  developed.  The  urine  is  scant,  dark  and  turbid, 
and  may  deposit  a  sediment  resembling  brickdust. 

The  interference  with  the  portal  and  renal  circulation  develops 
a  sensation  of  soreness  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  and  a  severe  ach- 
ing in  the  small  of  the  back. 

In  many  cases  we  find  frequent  desire  for  stool  and  an  urging 
to  urinate,  both,  however,  failing  of  satisfactory  results. 

Dropsical  symptoms  are  by  no  means  uncommon,  but  I  cannot 
speak  favorably  of  digitalis  in  this  condition  when  renal  degener- 
ative changes  are  marked. 

In  cases  of  valvular  disease  with  marked  dilatation  and  failure 
of  compensation,  accompanied  by  general  dropsy,  I  have  observed 
favorable  action  on  the  heart  follow  upon  the  use  of  drop  doses  of 
digitaline  in  the  second  decimal  dilution.  The  heart's  action  becom- 
ing stronger  and  less  influenced  by  slight  exertion,  the  patient  ex- 
periencing marked  relief,  but  the  dropsical  symptoms  failed  to  im- 
prove. In  these  cases  apocynum  cannabinum  tincture,  in  doses  of 
from  five  to  thirty-five  drops  every  two  hours,  brought  speedy  and 
lasting  improvement. 
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True,  we  cannot  expect  a  radical  cure  in  such  cases:  the  crip- 
pled condition  of  the  valves  of  the  heart,  the  impaired  heart  muscle, 
and  the  at  least  beginning  degeneration  of  the  kidneys,  combine  to 
make  this  impossible.  Nevertheless  much  still  may  be  accomplished 
through  the  development  of  compensatory  changes  in  the  heart 
structure,  thus  securing  physiologic  relief  to  lungs  and  kidneys. 

Although  I  have  spoken  especially  of  the  use  of  digitalis  in  the 
lower  potencies,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  discouraging  the 
use  of  the  higher,  especially  in  neurotic  patients  characterized  by 
the  digitalis  cardiac  symptoms.  In  such  cases,  the  best  results  may 
be  expected  from  the  use  of  potencies  ranging  from  the  sixth  to  the 
thirtieth. 

Digitalis  has  been  so  long  and  so  favorably  known,  that  I  fear 
other  equally  useful  remedies  are  frequently  neglected.  The  pres- 
ent opportunity  will  permit  of  but  little  more  than  the  mention  of  a 
few  of  these,  nevertheless  I  cannot  resist  a  few  words  upon  that 
wonderful  polychrest  introduced  by  Rubini,  the  cactus  grandiflorus. 
This  remedy  is  frequently  indicated  in  inflammatory  conditions  of 
the  heart.  The  characteristic  indication  for  its  use  is  found  in  a 
sense  of  constriction  in  the  heart,  as  if  squeezed  or  compressed  by  a 
band,  or,  as  Lippe  gives  it,  "as  if  an  iron  hand  prevented  its  nor- 
mal movements."  A  similar  constrictive  sensation  may  involve  the 
entire  chest,  causing  it  to  feel  as  if  bound,  hindering  respiration. 

Violent  suffocative  attacks  may  occur,  the  chest  feeling  com- 
pressed ;  these  attacks  are  accompanied  by  fainting,  cold  perspira- 
tion on  the  face  and  loss  of  pulse. 

Many  other  valuable  symptoms  will  be  found  in  the  patho- 
genesis of  cactus,  but  this  constrictive  sensation  is  the  characteristic 
that  gives  type  to  every  cardiac  group.  Around  it  all  the  other 
symptoms  center,  and  without  it  cactus  rarely,  if  ever,  will  prove 
homeopathically  indicated  in  heart  affections. 

Kalmia  is  another  polychrest  of  great  importance  in  diseases  of 
the  heart.  It  is  especially  indicated  in  rheumatic  and  gouty  forms 
oi  such  diseases.  Its  pains  are  very  intense,  involving  the  left  chest 
and  extending  down  the  left  arm.  One  of  the  most  frequently  con- 
firmed characteristics  is  the  tendency  of  the  pains  in  the  cardiac  re- 
gion to  shoot  downward  toward  the  stomach,  or  into  the  abdomen. 
Other  symptoms  of  great  worth  are :  Wandering  pains  in  region  of 
the  heart;  shooting  pains  above  the  heart  through  to  the  scapula; 
paroxysms  of  anguish  about  the  heart,  dyspnea,  febrile  excitement. 
The  pulse  usually  is  slow  and  weak ;  it  may  be  scarcely  perceptible. 
Kalmia  is  frequently  indicated  in  rheumatic  endorcarditis  with  val- 
vular disease  and  consequent  hypertrophy.  It  follows  well  after 
spigelia. 

Spigelia  will  prove  serviceable  in  cases  of  mitral  insufficiency 
of  rheumatic  origin,  when  characterized  by  the  following  symptoms : 
Stitching  pains  at  the  apex  of  the  heart,  but  seemingly  more  super- 
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ficial,  with  each  systole  of  the  ventricles.  Unusually  strong  beat  of 
the  heart,  the  patient  complains  of  hearing  the  heart  beat.  In  some 
cases  a  purring  feeling  over  the  heart  is  experienced ;  or  a  wave-like 
motion  not  synchronous  with  the  pulse.  Palpitation,  aggravated  by 
bending  forward,  or  from  the  least  motion.  Dyspnea,  very  dis- 
tressing brought  on,  or  aggravated,  by  moving  in  bed,  or  even  rais- 
ing the  arms;  the  patient  must  lie  on  the  right  side,  or  with  the 
head  high. 

Apocynum  cannabinum  deserves  special  mention,  because  of  its 
marked  influence  over  the  dropsical  conditions  developed  in  many 
heart  cases.  The  heart's  action  is  scarcely  perceptible ;  the  pulse 
is  small  and  irregular,  dyspnea  is  severe,  the  patient  scarcely  can 
speak;  the  urine  is  scanty,  dark,  and  may  contain  albumin. 

Aconitum,  ammonium  carb.,  arsenicum,  bryonia,  lachesis,  naja, 
veratrum  album,  veratrum  viride,  and  a  score  more  of  our  remedies 
should  receive  mention,  as  they  all  have  earned  place  in  our  homeo- 
pathic armamentarium  by  reason  of  intrinsic  merit,  clinically 
demonstrated  in  confirmation  of  their  pathogeneses,  but  time 
forbids. 

A  word  in  closing,  upon  the  differentiation  given  us  by  Weihe, 
in  his  little  pamphlet,  "Topographische  Beschreibung  der  Schmerz- 
punkte,"  Stuttgart,  1891.  According  to  these  provings,  cactus 
shows  a  characteristic  pain  on  pressure  at  a  point,  "on  a  line  with 
and  just  to  the  left  of  the  outer  border  of  the  left  nipple."  Kalmia 
is  characterized  by  a  pairi-point  "directly  above  the  left  nipple." 
Spigelia  has  a  similar  pain-point  "midway  between  the  costal 
cartilages  and  the  tip  of  the  xiphoid  process." — The  North  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Homeopathy. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Specific  for  Rheumatism. 

Dr.  Chappelle  reports  his  opinion  of  the  advantages  of  colchi- 
sal  capsules  in  gouty  and  rheumatic  patients.  In  fourteen  cases  of 
acute  and  chronic  articular  rheumatism  the  painful  symptoms  and 
the  attacks  subsided  in  from  two  to  five  days  (maximum).  In  two 
cases  the  patients  were  entirely  well  within  thirty-six  hours  and 
he  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  combination  of  colchicine  and  natural 
methyl  salicylate  is  a  specific  in  rheumatism. — Revue  de  Phar- 
macologic Medicale. 


Change  of  Scene  and  Proper  Medication. 

During  the  past  two  months  we  have  met  with  more  la  grippe 
than  anything  else,  and  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  pulmonary 
and  bronchial  organs  have  been  very  slightly  or  not  at  all  involved 
has  been  greater  than  we  have  noted  in  former  invasions.  On  the 
contrary,  grippal  neuralgia,  rheumatism  and  hepatitis  have  been 
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of  far  greater  frequency,  while  the  nervous  system  has  also  been 
most  seriously  depressed. 

With  each  succeeding  visitation  of  this  trouble  we  have  found 
it  more  and  more  necessary  to  watch  out  for  the  disease  in  dis- 
guise, and  to  treat  these  abnormal  manifestations;  consequently  we 
have  relied  upon  mild  nerve  sedatives,  anodynes  and  tonics  rather 
than  upon  any  specific  line  of  treatment.  Most  cases  will  improve 
by  being  made  to  rest  in  bed  and  encouraging  skin  and  kidney 
action,  with  possibly  minute  doses  of  blue  pill  or  calomel.  We  have 
found  much  benefit  from  the  use  of  antikamnia  and  salol  tablets, 
two  every  three  hours  in  the  stage  of  pyrexia  and  muscular  pain- 
fulness,  and  later  on,  when  there  was  fever  and  bronchial  cough 
and  expectoration,  from  an  antikamnia  and  codeine  tablet  every 
three  hours.  Throughout  the  attack  and  after  its  intensity  is  over, 
the  patient  will  require  nerve  and  vascular  tonics  and  reconstruc- 
tives  for  some  time.  In  addition  to  these  therapeutic  agents,  the 
mental  condition  plays  an  important  part,  and  the  practitioner  must 
not  lose  sight  of  its  value.  Cheerful  company,  change  of  scene  and 
pleasant  occupation  are  all  not  only  helpful,  but  actually  necessary 
in  curing  the  patient. 


The  fact  is  very  noticeable  that  the  physician,  both  the  general 
practitioner  and  the  specialist,  is  growing  busier  every  day,  and 
with  the  complex  matters  of  treatment  that  come  for  attention,  it 
becomes  necessary  that  he  economize  his  time  and  use  every  minute 
to  the  best  advantage.  To  this  end,  it  is  wise  that  he  so  system- 
atize his  office  work  that  neither  he  nor  his  patients  lose  any  time, 
so  he  can  care  for  his  practice,  taking  patients  in  rapid  succession, 
at  the  same  time  giving  satisfactory  service.  To  enable  the  phy- 
sician to  do  this  the  W.  D.  Allison  Co.,  of  Indianapolis,  constructs  a 


special  line  of  appliances,  which,  if  used  properly,  enable  the  phy- 
sician to  care  for  his  practice  in  much  less  time  than  under  ordinary 
conditions,  saving  him  hours  of  work  daily,  and  conserving  his 
strength  that  he  might  devote  it  more  exclusively  to  the  welfare 
of  his  patients.  The  busy  practitioner  is  looking  for  such  an  outfit 
and  it  would  be  to  your  interest  to  send  for  a  catalogue  and  de- 
scription. 
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Book  Reviews 

"The  Eclectie  Practice  of  Medicine."  By  Rolla  L.  Thomas,  M.D., 
professor  of  the  principles  and  practice  of  medicine  in  the  Eclec- 
tic Medical  Institute,  Cincinnati,  O. ;  ex-president  of  the  Na- 
tional Eclectic  Medical  Association ;  consulting  physician  to  the 
Seton  Hospital.  Second  edition,  1908.  Illustrated  with  2  litho- 
graphs in  colors,  6  color  prints  and  57  figures  in  black.  8vo., 
1033  pages.  Price:  cloth,  $6;  sheep,  $7.  The  Scudder  Brothers 
Company,  publishers,  No.  1009  Plum  Street,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Professor  Thomas'  Eclectic  Practice  of  Medicine  is  one  of  the 
best  books  that  our  school  has  presented  to  the  profession. 
The  fact  that  a  second  edition  was  necessary  in  so  short  a 

period  proves  that  the  work  has  met  with  the  approval  of  not  only 

the  members  of  our  school  but  the  profession  generally. 

The  first  edition  was  reviewed  in  these  pages  by  Prof.  Fyfe, 

and  we  heartily  endorse  all  that  he  said  of  it.    Every  student  of 

medicine  needs  a  copy. 


"The  Elements  of  Homoeopathic  Theory,  Materia  Medica,  Practice 
and  Pharmacy."  Compiled  and  arranged  from  homoeopathic 
text-books  by  Dr.  F.  A.  Boericke  and  E.  P.  Anshutz.  Second 
revised  edition.  218  pa^ges.  Cloth,  $1  net;  postage  5  cents. 
Philadelphia.    Boericke  &  Tafel.  1907. 

A  vast  amount  of  valuable  information  is  contained  in  this 
little  book,  and  we  have  enjoyed  reading  it.  More  than  two-thirds 
of  the  book  is  devoted  to  therapeutics,  which  gives  brief,  concise  in- 
dications for  the  use  of  remedies.  Eclectics  will  find  much  of  value 
to  them  in  this  little  book. 


"Cosmetic  Surgery — The  Correction  of  Featural  Imperfections." 
By  Charles  C.  Miller,  M.D.  Including  the  description  of  a 
variety  of  operations  for  improving  the  appearance  of  the  face. 
136  pages.  73  illustrations.  Prepaid  $1.50.  Published  by  the 
author,  70  State  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

In  this  volume  Dr.  Miller  explains  as  concisely  as  possible  the 
numerous  operations  which  he  has  found  useful  in  treating  featural 
imperfections. 


"Relations  of  the  Doctor  to  the  Alcoholic  Problem."  By  T.  D. 
Crothers,  M.D.,  Hartford,  Conn.  Reprint  from  The  Medical 
Fortnightly. 

This  is  a  well  written  article  on  the  above  question  which  views 
the  problem  in  its  broadest  sense,  and  which  we  recommend  the 
profession  to  read  with  care. 
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Items 


Compliments  of  the  season  to  all. 


The  following  item  will  explain  the  cause  of  the  excitement 
at  No.  239  East  Fourteenth  Street  on  the  Wednesday  before  Christ- 
mas. 

MEDICAL  COLLEGE  BETWEEN  TWO  FIRES. 


One  City  Department  Says  "Burn  Your  Refuse,"  Another  Sees 

Peril  in  the  Scheme. 

In  an  effort  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  one  city  department 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  at  No.  239  East  Fourteenth  Street, 
has  come  into  conflict  with  another  branch  of  the  government,  and 
its  officers  are  wondering  now  what  they  can  do  to  satisfy  both  and 
not  get  into  trouble  with  a  third. 

It  all  relates  to  the  question  of  how  to  dispose  of  what  is  left 
after  the  students  end  their  work  in  the  dissecting  room.  A  few 
months  ago  Health  Commissioner  Darlington  issued  an  order  re- 
quiring this  refuse  to  be  burned.  Accordingly  the  college  bought 
a  patent  incinerator. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon  the  incinerator  became  overheated. 
The  firemen  found  nothing  to  do  when  they  arrived,  but  John  J. 
Shannon,  foreman  of  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  3,  thought  the  incinera- 
tor might  prove  dangerous  some  time  and  wrote  a  letter  to  Chief 
Croker  about  it.  The  chief  turned  the  matter  over  to  Fire  Marshal 
Peter  Seery,  who  has  asked  one  of  his  assistants  to  look  into  it 
to-dav. — New  York  Herald. 


Was  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  there?  Yes,  everywhere. 
Couldn't  excite  him. 


Dr.  James  Bernstien  is  now  located  at  Borough  Park,  Brooklyn. 


The  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  "Papa"  were  both  at  the  fire. 


"Weary  Willie"  begs  to  announce  that  he  is  feeling  better  and 
will  be  able  to  assume  charge  of  the  Albany  delegation  in  March. 
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Now  is  the  time  to  prepare  your  papers  for  the  state  meeting. 
Don't  wait  until  the  first  of  March. 


Dr.  F.  E.  Russell,  of  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  announces  that  a 
vacancy  exists  in  the  Westchester  County  Hospital,  which  con- 
tains 150  beds.    Write  Dr.  Russell  for  details. 


"Admiral Tommy"  will  be  at  the  helm  March  4and  5, and  should 
receive  the  undivided  support  of  every  Eclectic  in  the  state. 


The  state  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  Geological  Hall  this  year. 
This  announcement  will  make  some  of  the  older  members  look  up 
their  war  paint. 


A  fine  line  of  exhibits  are  already  promised  for  our  state 
meeting. 


We  are  promised  a  fine  delegation  from  western  Xew  York. 
The  promise  is  signed  L.  H.  S. 


Be  sure  and  read  the  advertisements.  Communicate  with  the 
advertisers  and  kindly  mention  the  Review. 


The  new  schedule  inaugurated  this  year  is  proving  an  enor- 
mous success.    Increased  work,  increased  enthusiasm. 


The  new  district  physician  of  the  dispensary  is  becoming  very 
popular. 


The  nurses  of  the  Manhattan  Visiting  and  Instructive  Nurses' 
Association  have  rendered  fine  service  to  the  dispensary  Starr". 


vii  |?A  ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Normal  Tinctures 

Their  Evolution 
and  Manufacture 

In  1870  the  late  William  S.  Merrell,  A.M.,  M.D., 
gave  to  Professor  John  M.  Scudder  the  pharma- 
ceutical data  contained  in  his  book  called  Specific 
Medication.  At  that  time  the  fluid  medicines  of  the 
Eclectic  school  were  known  as  Essential  Tinctures 
— preparations  which  were  certainly  in  advance  of 
the  times.  Gradually,  from  this  beginning,  the 
ethical  and  scientifically  correct  Normal  Tinctures 
were  developed. 

Upon  the  label  is  expressed  the  relation  which 
the  finished  Normal  Tincture  bears  to  the  crude 
drug  from  which  it  is  obtained.  PURITY,  CLEAN- 
LINESS and  EFFICIENCY  are  their  leading  char- 
acteristics. A  trial  in  practice  will  convince  any 
observant  medical  man  that  they  stand  pre-eminent 
in  all  those  qualities  so  essential  to  the  success  of 
the  physician.  The  labels  are  especially  designed 
to  aid  physicians  in  prescribing  according  to  specific 
indications.  The  dose,  frequency  of  administration 
and  direct  indications  are  upon  each  bottle.  How- 
ever, the  dose  of  a  remedy,  within  certain  limits, 
and  the  frequency  of  its  administration,  are  often 
questions  which  the  physician  must  decide,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment  and  experience. 


The  Wrru  S*  Merrell  Chemical  Co* 

Home  Offices  and  Laboratories : 
CINCINNATI 


Branches:   New  York  and  San  Francisco. 
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The  State  Meeting. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  will  convene  in  the  City  Hall, 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  March  4  and  5,  and  from  present  indications  it  is 
sure  to  be  a  most  successful  gathering.  President  Thompson  has 
been  very  active  and  has  received  letters  from  all  parts  of  the  state 
showing  interest  in  and  activity  for  the  cause. 

The  program  mapped  out  for  the  meeting  is  varied,  and  many 
interesting  papers  have  been  promised.  We  also  expect  prominent 
visitors  from  other  states. 

Interest  in  Eclecticism  has  been  awakened  and  the  lethargy  of 
recent  years  has  been  thrown  off,  and  the  membership  seem  to 
ralize  the  necessity  of  more  perfect  organization,  and  all  are  striving 
to  be  "top-notchers." 

"Why  not  be  a  top-notcher?  A  top-notcher  is  simply  an 
individual  who  works  for  the  institution  of  which  he  is  a  part,  not 
against  it." — From  "The  Roycroft  Reminder." 


Concerning  Regularity. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  why  our  brethren  of  the  older 
school  of  medicine  insist  upon  calling  their  school  the  regular  school, 
for  it  gives  them  prestige,  and  implies  that  they  are  the  only  regu- 
larly and  properly  educated  physicians,  and  that  all  other  practition- 
ers of  medicine  are  more  or  less  imperfectly  prepared  for  the 
professional  duties  of  a  physician.  Their  reasons  are  plain  and 
easily  comprehended,  but  why  some — perhaps  the  majority — of 
Eclectic  writers  should  lend  themselves  to  this  scheme  for  belittling 
our  physicians  is  a  problem  not  readily  solved.  It  may  result  from 
a  thoughtless  habit,  but,  however  that  may  be,  it  is  certainly  a  prac- 
tice unworthy  of  commendation.  If  our  old  school  brethren  wish 
to  call  their  organization  the  "regular  school,"  why,  let  them  "lay 
that  nattering  unction  unto  their  souls"  in  peace,  but  for  the  sake 
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of  our  self-respect,  brother  Eclectics,  let  us  keep  our  own  publica- 
tions free  of  this  foolish  or  thoughtless  nonsense  about  the  "regular" 
school  of  medicine. 

A  writer  in  an  old-school  journal  recently  presented  to  its 
readers  reasons  whifch  he  seemed  to  think  entitled  his  school  to  the 
designation  of  the  "regular"  school  of  medicine,  and  among  other 
things,  said : 

"The  name  regular  should  be  used  as  a  common  adjective,  in 
the  sense  that  all  medicine,  all  devices,  all  advice  that  is  the  most 
useful,  efficient  and  practicable,  is  regular." 

All  of  the  foregoing  enumerated  virtues  are  possessed  in 
an  abundance  by  the  Eclectic  school  of  medicine,  and  it  must,  there- 
fore, according  to  the  reasoning  of  this  old-school  writer,  be  pre- 
eminently the  regular  school. 

A  little  further  on  in  his  article,  in  speaking  of  what  he  is 
pleased  to  call  the  sectarians,  this  writer  says : 

"If  we  discard  a  whole  array  of  useful  means  of  alleviating  ills, 
we  put  ourselves  beyond  the  realm  of  regularity  and  ought  to  be 
known  by  some  pathognomonic  sign  or  name." 

Right  you  are,  doctor;  and  as  your  school  refuses  to  give  up 
its  deadly  coal-tar  drugs  and  adopt  the  Eclectic  methods  which 
have  largely  reduced  the  death  rate  in  pneumonia  and  many  other 
diseases.  It,  therefore,  "discards  a  whole  array  of  useful  means  of 
alleviating  ills,"  and  puts  itself  "beyond  the  realm  of  regularity  and 
ought  to  be  known  by  some  pathognomonic  sign  or  name,"  and  also 
cease  prattling  about  superiority.  J.  W.  F. 


W.  J.  Krausi,  M.  D. 

It  is  our  sad  duty  to  record  the  death  of  our  lamented  friend 
and  co-worker,  Dr.  William  Jean  Krausi,|who  was  active  and  energetic 
in  every  part  of  our  society  work,  whose  genial  personality  and 
good  fellowship  will  be  missed  at  our  gatherings,  for  he  filled  a  place 
peculiarly  his  own.  He  was  seriously  ill  but  a  short  time,  and  his 
death  will  come  as  a  great  surprise  to  his  many  friends  in  our 
organization. 

Dr.  Krausi  was  born  in  Germany  forty-nine  years  ago,  and 
came  to  America  at  the  age  of  seven,  his  people  settling  on  Long 
Island.  Before  embracing  the  medical  profession  and  while  a 
resident  of  Bayshore,  L.  I.,  he  held  several  prominent  political  posi- 
tions. The  deceased  graduated  from  the  New  York  Eclectic  Med- 
ical College,  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medication 
Club,  the  county,  state  and  national  Eclectic  medical  associations, 
as  well  as  many  fraternal  and  social  organizations. 

The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Darcy  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  in  which  lodge  the  doctor  had  been  active  for  many  years. 
Besides  his  widow  the  doctor  is  survived  by  his  mother,  brother 
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(Dr.  Geo.  W.  Schaeier),  a  daughter  and  three  sons.  At  a  meeting 
of  college  friends  and  associates  held  Saturday  afternoon,  February 
I,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed  and  ordered  sent  to  his 
family : 

Whereas,  by  the  death  of  Dr.  W.  J.  Krausi  we  have  lost  an 
esteemed  friend  and  brother; 

Resolved,  That  in  our  thoughts  and  memories  of  him  we  may 
be  inspired  by  his  many  good  qualities  and  emulate  his  nobility  of 
character.  He  was  loyal  and  faithful  to  his  Alma  Mater  and  to  the 
societies  of  which  he  was  an  active  member.  He  contributed  to 
Eclectic  literature  and  furthered  the  cause  of  Eclectic  medication, 
was  a  good  clinician  and  an  industrious  practitioner.  He  was  kind 
of  heart  and  sympathetic  as  Well  as  positive  in  his  treatment  of  the 
sick,  was  buoyant  and  cheerful  in  nature,  and  withal  generous  even 
to  a  fault.  He  was  a  pillar  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  School  and 
represented  a  high  type  of  the  medical  mind.  We  shall  miss  him, 
sadly  miss  him. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  sincerest  and  tenderest  sympathy 
to  his  bereaved  family  and  friends. 


Original  Articles 


Insanity — Viewed  From  a  Medical  as   Well  as   From  a  Legal 

Standpoint. 

BY  ALFRED  W.  HERZOG,  PH.  B.,  A.  M.j  M.  D.,  ATTORNEY- AT-LAW,  ETC. 

Read  at  the  January  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of 
New  York. 

A  person  is  either  sane  or  he  is  insane. 

If  he  is  sane,  viewed  from  a  medical  standpoint,  he  is  also 
sane,  viewed  from  a  legal  standpoint. 

If  he  is  insane,  he  is  insane  both  medically  and  legally. 
This  must  be  borne  in  mind. 

The  law  does  not  try  to  interfere  with  medical  science  in 
differing  as  to  whether  a  man  is  insane  or  not. 

The  law,  however,  lays  down  certain  rules,  according  to  which 
the  responsibility  of  an  insane  person  is  judged  from  a  legal 
standpoint. 

The  law  permits  medical  science  to  declare  a  man  sane  or 
insane.  When  medical  science,  however,  has  done  her  part  in 
declaring  a  man  insane,  then  the  law  says :  I  have  laid  down  cer- 
tain rules  which  will  prescribe  when  a  man  who  is  insane  may  be 
held  liable  for  his  civil  acts  or  for  his  criminal  acts.  Herein  lies  the 
difference,  which  is  so  generally  misunderstood.  Not  in  the  question 
of  insanity  itself,  but  in  the  question  of  legal  responsibility  for  one's 
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acts,  when  in  an  insane  state.  This  as  an  introduction.  Insanity 
has  been  defined  as  an  anomalous  condition  of  the  faculties  of 
knowledge,  understanding  and  of  will.  The  American  and  English 
Encyclopaedia  of  Law  gives  the  following  definition  of  insanity : 

"The  word  insane  is  a  general  term  and  is  not  confined  in  its 
application  to  persons  who  are  wholly  without  understanding.  It  is 
applied  to  every  person  who  is  non  compos  mentis  or  of  unsound 
mind."  An  idiot  is  one  who  has  been  without  understanding  from 
his  nativity.  One  who  has  been  in  a  continuous  state  of  fatuity 
from  his  birth.  A  lunatic  is  a  person  who  has  possessed  reason  but 
who  through  disease,  grief  or  other  cause  has  lost  it.  The  term  is 
especially  applicable  to  one  who  has  lucid  intervals  and  may  yet 
in  contemplation  of  the  law  recover  his  reason.  The  words  "non 
compos  mentis"  have  been  used  from  an  early  period  as  a  generic 
term  to  include  all  persons  mentally  deranged,  without  regard  to 
the  cause  or  duration  of  their  malady.  Mental  imbecility  is  a 
weakness  of  the  mind  due  to  defective  development  or  loss  of  the 
faculties. 

Delusions  and  hallucinations  constitute  that  species  of  mental 
unsoundness  which  is  marked  by  persistent  and  incorrigible  beliefs 
that  things  which  exist  only  in  the  imagination  of  the  patient 
are  real. 

Griesinger  states  that  the  essential  characteristic  of  insanity 
consists  chiefly  in  the  fact  that  certain  states  of  the  brain  proceed 
from  within  outward,  while  in  the  healthy  state  our  emotions, 
opinions,  determinations  originate  only  upon  sufficient  external 
motives.  The  dividing  line  between  sanity  and  insanity  cannot  be 
clearly  drawn. 

If  a  person  has  suffered  a  great  loss  and  is  sad,  nobody  is 
likely  to  consider  him  insane  therefor.  However,  if  a  person  con- 
tinuously is  sad,  imagining  that  they  have  sustained  a  great  loss,  we 
might  consider  such  a  condition  pathological.  There  are  certain 
conditions  where  insanity  can  easily  be  diagnosed.  Others  where  a 
diagnosis  is  difficult  or  impossible.  To  illustrate:  One  of  my 
patients  imagined  that  he  was  a  roaring  lion.  At  times  he  would 
try  to  roar  like  a  lion.  There  was  no  question  in  my  mind  as  to 
the  condition.  He  was  not  a  lion;  he  had  none  of  the  attributes  of 
a  lion ;  he  was  insane. 

Again,  another  one  of  my  patients  imagined  that  he  was  King 
David  and  the  Messiah.  I  in  this  instance  also  was  certain  that 
he  was  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  He,  however,  believed  that  he 
really  was  both.  However,  every  few  years  some  man  creates  a 
great  deal  of  excitement  by  claiming  to  be  the  Messiah,  and  the 
people  stream  to  him  and  give  him  jewels  and  money,  and  the  police 
departments  of  the  different  cities  issue  permits  for  him  to  preach 
and  furnish  special  police  for  his  protection  that  he  may  not  be  dis- 
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turbed  while  preaching.  Up  to  the  present  time  most  of  these 
"Messiahs"  have  been  proven  either  fakirs  or  insane,  but  the  masses 
who  believe  in  them  for  the  time  being  are  not,  as  a  rule,  confined 
in  insane  asylums.  Others  of  these  Messiahs  have  succeeded  in 
establishing  churches,  and  their  followers  may  be  found  to-day  on 
judicial  benches  as  well  as  in  jury  boxes. 

I  have  a  patient  at  present  who  only  yesterday  tried  to  strangle 
a  little  boy  of  five,  her  nephew,  because  she  thought  that  evil 
spirits  were  going  to  change  him  into  some  animal.  She  is  insane, 
suffering  from  homicidal  and  suicidal  mania.  There  are  thousands 
of  people,  however,  who  believe  in  reincarnation  and  the  transmi- 
gration of  souls  who  are  considered  to  be  perfectly  sane. 

It  is  very  hard  to  draw  an  exact  dividing  line  between  sanity 
and  insanity,  because  undoubtedly  we  are  all  more  or  less  insane. 

Which  one  of  us  has  not  some  foolish  hobby? 

I  must  draw  your  attention  to  spiritualism,  christian  science, 
astrology,  palmistry,  phrenology,  fortune  telling,  various  and  as- 
sorted religious  beliefs,  patriotism,  various  collection  fads,  as,  for 
example,  stamps,  etc.,  etc.,  ad  nauseam. 

W  hen  I  once  during  a  debate  stated  my  view  that  everybody  is 
a  born  criminal,  I  proved  it,  when  being  challenged,  by  showing 
that  there  is  not  one  person  who  is  not  likely  to  do  something  dur- 
ing the  course  of  his  life,  which  is  not  considered  in  some  coun- 
try at  some  time  or  other  a  crime  or  a  disgrace. 

In  the  same  way  I  stand  ready  to  prove  that  there  is  no  one 
who  may  not  be  considered  as  insane,  individually.  However,  when 
the  same  foolish,  or  to  stick  to  the  term  insane,  and  unfounded  be- 
liefs strike  the  masses  to  which  we  ourselves  belong,  then  we  con- 
sider such  conditions  not  as  insane  in  themselves,  or,  rather,  we 
do  not  consider  the  individual  who  believes  such  things  insane,  be- 
cause he  has  been  induced  to  believe  them  through  the  nearly  uni- 
versal belief  of  his  surroundings.  For  example,  I  will  mention 
witchcraft,  universally  believed  in  by  the  Catholic  church,  voodoo- 
ism,  the  evil  eye  (la  jettatura),  etc. 

However,  there  are  certain  conditions  which  are  undoubtedly 
not  insanity  of  the  masses,  but  insanity  of  the  individual.  This 
insanity  of  the  individual,  if  I  may  so  term  it,  is  what  we  must 
consider  as  medical  insanity,  and  we  must  also  understand  that 
this  is  the  same  as  legal  insanity.  But  we  must  understand,  in 
how  far  the  law  considers  that  insanity  invalidates  a  civil  act  or 
excuses  a  criminal  act.   Let  us  return  to  definitions. 

Moral  insanity  is  a  morbid  perversion  of  the  moral  feelings 
and  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  proposition  of  law  that  the 
mere  perversion  of  the  moral  feelings,  unaccompanied  by  mental 
delusion  is  of  itself  insufficient  to  invalidate  a  civil  act  or  to  excuse 
a  criminal  act. 
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Irresistible  impulse  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  passionate 
propensity. 

Xo  matter  how  hot  the  passion  or  how  fierce  the  frenzy,  it  is 
not  insanity. 

A  morbid  propensity  to  commit  prohibited  acts,  existing  in  the 
mind  of  a  person  who  is  not  shown  to  have  been  incapable  of  know- 
ing the  wrongfulness  of  such  acts,  forms  no  defense  to  a  prosecu- 
tion therefor. 

Emotional  insanity  is  a  derangement  of  the  emotional  powers 
or  inability  to  control  one's  impulses.  It  is  closely  allied  to  irresist- 
ible impulse,  but  lacks  the  essential  element  of  intellectual  insanity. 
Consequently,  while  the  emotional  part  of  human  nature  may  be  the 
common  source  of  mental  disease,  emotional  insanity  of  itself  can- 
not be  accepted  as  an  excuse  from  criminal  responsibility. 

Monomania  is  insanity  in  which  there  is  a  more  or  less  com- 
plete limitation  of  the  perverted  mental  action  to  a  particular  field, 
as  a  special  delusion  or  an  impulse  to  do  some  particular  thing, 
though  the  other  mental  functions  may  show  some  sign  of  degen- 
eration. 

Homicidal  Mania. — One  who  kills  another  under  circumstances 
which  would  otherwise  amount  to  murder  cannot  escape  punish- 
ment on  the  ground  of  insanity,  unless  it  be  shown  that  at  the 
time  his  reason  was  dethroned  or  that  he  was  laboring  under  an 
insane  delusion  which  deprived  him  of  his  reason  in  regard  to  the 
act  charged.  Transitory  homicidal  mania  is  a  term  invented  by 
ingenious  lawyers  to  afford  to  the  jury  a  safe  bridge  upon  which  to 
pass  from  a  disagreeable  technical  duty  to  the  accomplishment  of 
their  desire  where  the  accused  has  killed  someone,  who,  according 
to  the  consensus  of  opinion,  ought  to  have  been  killed. 

An  irresistible  or  uncontrollable  impulse  may  be  a  defense  to 
an  act  committed  under  its  influence,  where  it  was  the  result  of 
mental  disease  existing  to  so  high  a  degree,  that  for  the  time  it 
overwhelmed  reason,  judgment  and  conscience.  But  such  defense 
cannot  be  sustained,  if  the  defendant  knew  the  difference  between 
right  and  wrong  and  that  his  act  was  morally  a  crime,  though  he 
was  impelled  to  its  commission  by  overmastering  anger,  revenge  or 
other  inordinate  passion. 

Presumption  of  Sanity. — The  uniform  rule,  both  in  civil  and 
criminal  cases,  is  that  all  persons  are  presumed  to  be  sane,  until 
the  contrary  is  shown,  and  that  the  burden  of  proving  insane  rests 
upon  him  who  first  alleges  it,  to  the  extent  at  least  of  rebutting  such 
presumption. 

When  the  act  undergoing  judicial  investigation  involves  the 
criminality  of  the  actor,  the  terrible  and  atrocious  nature  of  the 
act  cannot  stand  as  the  proof  itself  or  as  an  element  of  the  proof  of 
the  perpetrator's  insanity. 
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A  man  may  be  thoroughly  insane  on  one  subject  and  at  the 
same  time  be  quite  capable  of  transacting  business  on  all  others, 
and  the  law  now  recognizes  the  fact  that  there  may  be  partial  de- 
rangement and  yet  capacity  to  act  on  many  subjects.  And  to  avoid 
a  man's  act  on  the  ground  of  insane  delusions  it  is  necessary  to 
show  that  the  act  under  judicial  consideration  was  the  direct  result 
of  such  delusion.  And  in  order  to  avoid  a  contract  it  must  appear 
not  only  that  the  party  was  of  unsound  mind  or  insane  when  it 
was  made,  but  that  his  unsoundness  or  insanity  was  of  such  a 
character  that  he  had  no  reasonable  perception  of  the  nature  and 
the  terms  of  the  contract. 

In  criminal  cases  the  absence  of  any  apparent  motive  for  the 
commission  of  the  offense  is  a  circumstance  to  be  considered  in 
connection  with  other  evidences  of  insanity,  but  it  does  not  of  itself 
prove  insanity. 

Where  upon  a  trial  for  murder  the  defense  is  that  the  defendant 
was  an  epileptic  and  that  the  homicide  was  the  unconscious  result 
of  epileptic  mania,  the  absence  of  motive  is  important  as  bearing 
upon  the  issue  so  presented.  The  law  is  that  every  man  is  presumed 
to  be  sane  until  the  contrary  is  clearly  proved. 

It  is  now  held,  however,  in  some  states,  that  the  prosecution 
must  prove  the  sanity  of  the  prisoner  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt. 
But  this  would  not  change  matters  materially  in  favor  of  the 
criminal,  as  the  rule  still  holds  that  if  a  person  is  under  an  insane 
delusion  or  hallucination  but  is  rational  on  other  subjects,  the  rule 
is  that  he  is  not  responsible  criminally  for  acts  committed  under 
the  influence  of  such  delusion  or  hallucination,  where  the  facts  or 
state  of  facts  existing  in  his  imagination  would,  if  actually  existing, 
justify  or  excuse  his  act.  But  where  the  imaginary  facts,  if  real, 
are  not  such  as  would  justify  or  excuse  the  act,  it  is  no  defense 
that  it  was  committed  under  an  insane  delusion.  A  mere  belief  on 
his  part  that  his  act  is  justified  is  not  sufficient. 

The  New  York  Penal  Code  provides :  A  person  is  presumed  to 
be  responsible  for  his  acts.  The  burden  of  proving  that  he  is 
irresponsible  is  upon  the  accused  person,  except  as  otherwise  pre- 
scribed in  this  code. 

An  act  done  by  a  person  who  is  an  idiot,  imbecile,  lunatic  or 
insane  is  not  a  crime.  A  person  cannot  be  tried,  sentenced  to  any 
punishment  or  punished  for  a  crime  when  he  is  in  a  slate  of  idiocy, 
imbecility,  lunacy  or  insanity,  so  as  to  be  incapable  of  understanding 
or  making  his  defense. 

A  person  is  not  excused  from  criminal  liability  as  an  idiot,  im- 
becile, lunatic  or  insane  person  except  upon  proof  that  at  the  time 
of  committing  the  alleged  criminal  act  he  was  laboring  under  such 
a  defect  of  reason  as  either  (i)  not  to  know  the  nature  and  quality 
of  the  act  he  was  doing,  or  (2)  not  to  know  that  the  act  was 
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wrong.  A  frenzy  which  is  the  result  of  violent  passion  will  not 
excuse  the  commission  of  a  crime. 

Thus  says  the  law :  That  from  time  to  time,  especially  in  cases 
where  one  of  fortune's  favorites  commits  a  crime,  the  plea  of  in- 
sanity is  used  for  the  purpose  of  cheating  justice;  the  fact  that  the 
insanity  of  the  masses  to  which  I  have  referred  before,  makes  it 
possible  for  everybody  to  believe  in  an  "unwritten  law,''  which  no 
one  would  dare  to  make  a  law.  The  fact  that  this  "unwritten  law" 
is  never  found  to  exist  except  in  cases  in  which  the  party  commit- 
ting a  crime  is  either  rich,  or  has  political  pull,  or  is  a  good  looking 
woman — the  fact  that  in  a  recent  murder  trial  in  which  one  de- 
generate was  killed  by  another  degenerate,  the  sympathy  of  the 
masses  went  to  the  living  in  such  degree  that  justice  miscarried — 
this  must  not  be  used  as  an  argument  against  the  law  as  it  is,  but 
as  an  argument  against  the  law  as  it  is  dealt  out. 

Law  is  one  thing  and  decisions  are  another. 

Law  is  construed  in  legal  text-books  and  misconstrued  in 
courts. 

Who  was  it  who  changed  the  definition  of  a  court,  from : 
"A  place  wherein  justice  is  dealt  out  judiciously"  to 
"A  place  where  injustice  is  dealt  out  judiciously?" 
Justice  is  depicted  as  being  blindfolded.   I  used  to  think  it  was 
to  show  that  being  blindfolded  law  would  be  dealt  out  to  all  alike, 
to  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  strong  and  the  weak,  the  influential 
and  the  uninfluential.    But  since  I  have  learned  that  justice  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  dealing  out  of  law,  I  know  that  she  is  blind- 
folded so  that  she  may  not  see  how  it  is  being  dealt  out. 

For  were  she  to  loose  her  blindfold,  she  would  descend  from 
her  pedestal  and  with  her  sword  smite  off  the  heads  of  those  who 
defame  justice  by  dealing  out  law  and  decisions  in  her  fair  name. 
New  York  City. 


How  Shall  I  Treat  My  Cases  of  Pneumonia? 

BY  FRANK  WEBB,  M.  D. 

To  begin  with,  I  strongly  advise  every  doctor  to  be  on  his 
guard  when  he  is  called  to  a  case ;  not  to  appear  in  the  least  alarmed, 
as  it  is  the  best  way  to  reassure  not  only  your  patient,  but  also  his 
family  as  well. 

I  will  speak  first  of  the  external  applications.  There  is  no  need 
in  this  day  to  use  the  old-fashioned  poultices,  either  of  flaxseed 
or  onions  or  mush  or  any  of  those  nasty  and  disgusting  things.  It 
has  always  been  the  aim  of  the  Eclectic  school  to  provide  pleasant 
internal  medicines,  so  have  we  the  same  duty  to  provide  pleasant 
and  effective  external  applications.  Prof.  J.  U.  Lloyd  has  provided 
in  libradol,  either  the  mild  or  full  strength,  a  most  excellent  appli- 
cation.   Next  to  libradol  is  the  old-fashioned  application  of  comp. 
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lobelia  powder  sprinkled  on  a  cloth  spread  with  lard,  and  if  you 
do  not  have  either  at  hand  I  would  advise  antiphlogistine  as  a  very 
safe  and  effective  application. 

Now  the  most  important  part  is  the  internal  or  medical  treat- 
ment. In  this  we  Eclectics  excel,  as  we  do  in  most  every,  if  not 
every,  other  case  where  medicine  is  employed,  and  the  reason  for 
this  is  that  we  have  pure  drugs  and  assurance  that  they  will  act 
every  time  when  rightly  administered  according  to  the  specific 
indication.  With  a  strong,  frequent  pulse,  surface  flushed,  veratrum 
(especially  if  the  tongue  has  a  clean  strip  down  the  center)  is  the 
indicated  remedy.  With  it  I  always  prescribe  jaborandi,  for  its 
action  on  all  of  the  glands,  especially  for  its  action  on  the  sudorific 
glands ;  with  pleuritic  pains  of  a  stabbing  character  I  use  bryonia, 
and  for  the  hemorrhage  I  use' either  phosphorus,  lycopus  or  cactus. 
For  this  class  of  cases  my  prescription  would  read:  Veratrum  vir. 
gtt.  xx.  to  gtt.  xxx. ;  jaborandi,  i-J  dr.  to  2  dr. ;  Lycopus,  1  oz. ;  aq. 
q.  s.  ad.,  4  oz.    Sig.  one  teaspoonful  every  hour. 

Sometimes  you  hear  the  objection  that  Lloyd's  sp.  med.  jabor- 
andi is  so  powerful  that  it  acts  as  a  heart  depressant.  I  use  in  the 
neighborhood  of  five  or  six  pounds  a  year  and  have  yet  to  get  any 
bad  results  from  it. 

I  have  met  cases  of  pneumonia  where  the  indications  have  been 
for  aconite,  and  then  again  there  seems  to  be  a  mixed  indication  for 
veratrum  and  aconite.  I  will  say  that  I  never  have  employed  any 
coal  tar  products  in  any  of  my  cases  of  pneumonia. 

Because  you  are  treating  a  case  of  pneumonia  you  must  not 
overlook  the  multitude  of  indicated  remedies.  I  speak  of  this  be- 
cause I  was  once  called  in  consultation  with  a  physician  who  could 
not  get  his  patient  beyond  a  certain  point  because,  on  closer  ques- 
tioning, he  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  syphilis.  Acting  on  my 
advice,  he  alternated  his  medicine  with  berberis  aquifolium,  and 
much  to  his  surprise  the  patient  made  a  very  rapid  recovery. 

Sometimes  you  will  find  cases  where  there  will  be  a  pro- 
nounced indication  for  baptisia  or  echinacea,  and  then  rhus  tox; 
sometimes  you  will  get  decided  indications  for  podophyllin,  and 
sometimes  you  will  have  to  resort  to  the  bismuth  preparations,  or 
better,  geranium ;  then  again  you  will  find  weak  hearts  that  you  will 
have  to  contend  with,  but  that  will  not  frighten  us,  as  we  possess  a- 
greater  list  of  remedies  than  any  other  school  does,  and  in  that 
case  we  can  also  borrow  from  our  friends,  the  homeopaths;  we  have 
nitro-glycerine,  strychnine,  cactus,  convallaria,  cratagus,  digitalis, 
and  from  the  homeopathic  materia  media  we  have  one  that  very 
few  use,  and  like  a  great  many  good  things,  once  used  you  will 
never  forget,  and  that  is  one  of  the  snake  poisons ;  it  is  known  as 
naja  tripuds  or  by  the  common  name  of  cobra  venom.  Perhaps 
some  of  you  may  not  be  familiar  with  the  indications  for  its  use,  so 
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I  will  give  them :  Impending  paralysis  of  the  heart  from  suffocation ; 
body  cold  and  collapsed  pulse ;  slow,  irregular  and  hardly  percep- 
tible pulse.  I  give  it  in  five-grain  doses  every  fifteen  minutes  for 
four  doses,  and  after  that  every  hour.  I  have  seen  two  cases  that  I 
am  sure  were  saved  by  this,  as  it  was  in  cases  that  it  would  not  be 
safe  to  use  nitro-glycerine.  I  should  add  that  I  use  a  homeopathic 
trituration,  6x. 

Once  in  a  while  you  have  patients  complain  that  the  lung  feels 
as  if  it  had  been  bruised.  Do  not  waste  any  time  on  drugs,  but 
resort  at  once  to  sp.  med.  arnica,  as  I  have  had  most  brilliant 
results  from  its  use. 

Now  we  come  to  the  cases  that  have  marked  typhoid  symptoms. 
In  these  cases  do  not  forget  to  use  baptisia  or  echinacea.  In  pneu- 
monia where  the  temperature  is  high,  with  marked  symptoms  of 
blood  poison,  I  use  the  dilution  of  pyrogenium,  the  6x,  10  drops  in 
a  little  water  every  hour,  and  inside  of  twenty-four  hours  you  will 
see  a  marked  change.  You  sometimes  get  a  case  where  the  patient 
is  very  feeble,  the  lungs  filled  with  loose,  rattling  mucus  that  they 
are  unable  to  raise ;  then  resort  to  baccilinum,  the  '  30X,  one  grain 
for  four  or  five  doses,  and  you  will  be  surprised  how  quickly  they 
will  be  able  to  clear  their  lungs.  I  have  given  it  to  old  people  who 
were  cynosed,  and  a  few  doses  seemed  to  restore  the  vitality  of 
the  bronchi  sufficiently  to  raise  great  quantities  of  mucus  that  threatened 
to  choke  them. 

For  the  cough  you  must  be  guided,  as  in  all  other  things,  by 
the  specific  indications. 

In  closing  I  will  review  the  remedies  that  I  use,  with  the  result 
that  I  have  never  lost  but  one  case  of  pneumonia,  and  that  was 
because  the  patient  had  delirium  tremens.  The  remedies  are  sp. 
med.  aconite,  veratrum,  arnica,  asclepias,  eupatorium,  baptisia, 
echinacea,  ipecac,  cactus,  convallaria,  Crataegus,  bryonia,  jaborandi, 
lobelia,  sanguinaria,  rhus.  tox.  and  lycopus.  Of  hypodermic  medi- 
cation I  would  say  that  I  make  very  little  use  of  it,  but  where  it  is 
necessary  I  use  nitro-glycerine,  strychnine  and  morphine.  Of  the 
homeopathic  materia  medica  I  choose  antimonium  tart,  or  ars.,  3X. ; 
naja  tripud,  6x;  pyrogenium,  6x;  baccilinum,  30X. 

I  will  add,  never  get  discouraged,  but  study  each  case,  not  as 
pneumonia,  but  as  a  condition  that  requires  to  be  met  by  specific 
treatment  for  specific  indications,  and  your  loss  from  this  much 
dreaded  disease  will  be  very  small. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Gonorrhoea  in  Women. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,  A.  B,,  M.  D. 

The  pathology  of  gonorrhoea  in  the  female  is  now  considered 
from  a  somewhat  different  view.   Formerly  it  was  taken  for  granted 
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that  the  vagina  was  infected  first,  but  it  is  positively  known  now 
that  the  particular  mucosa  of  this  canal  is  very  much  antagonistic 
and  positively  resistant  to  the  activities  and  actions  of  the  gonococ- 
cus,  and  the  germ  may  enter  the  cavity  during  suspicious  coitus 
with  no  infection  resulting. 

In  most  cases,  however,  it  will  manifest  itself  as  a  peculiar  in- 
flammation of  the  vulva  and  vagina,  and  though  some  authors  claim 
that  the  urethra  in  women  rarely  escapes  infection,  in  my  ex- 
perience both  the  urethra  and  uterus  were  rarely  affected,  and  to 
very  slight  degree  even  then. 

In  nearly  all  cases  there  seems  to  be  so  little  uneasiness  ex- 
perienced and  the  patient  looks  upon  discharge  as  the  "whites." 

In  time  the  inflamed  parts  become  tender,  somewhat  swollen, 
pain  on  urination  and  that  particular  distressing  feeling  when  sit- 
ting down.  The  vagina  becomes  more  puffy,  hot  and  painful  to 
touch,  the  entire  vulvular  mucous  membrane  becomes  inflamed,  in- 
vading, also,  the  labia  majora  and  minora. 

The  acid  urine  passing  over  the  irritated  membrane  produces 
pain,  though,  as  a  rule,  females  suffering  from  gonorrhoea  experience 
less  pain  and  uneasiness  than  the  males  in  the  same  conditions. 

The  discharge  after  lasting  several  weeks  will  diminish  in  in- 
tensity and  purulence,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vagina  becomes 
less  red  and  swollen  and  the  discharge  changing  in  color  to  a 
very  light  yellow,  or  whitish  color,  resembling  very  much  an  or- 
dinary leucorrhoea. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  here  on  the  etiology  of  this  disease 
of  the  female,  as  it  can  be  found  in  any  ordinary  text-book,  but  I 
do  want  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  handling  and  treatment 
of  these  cases. 

Be  careful  and  sure  you  have  a  gonorrhoea  before  you  tell 
your  female  patient  that  she  is  suffering  from  gonorrhoea,  especially 
if  it  is  a  case  of  a  married  woman,  who  came  to  consult  you  as  to 
her  "painful  whites."  Be  sure  of  your  ground  and  remember  that 
every  vaginal  discharge  is  not  necessarily  a  case  of  gonorrhoea  ;  go 
slow  about  your  diagnosis  and  be  positive  of  your  gonococcus  before 
you  state  the  fact. 

In  the  treatment  of  female  gonorrhoea  the  internal  remedies 
used  for  the  male  will  be  found  of  no  use  and  will  not  be  required. 
Clean  the  vagina  first  and  clean  thoroughly  with  some  tampons 
and  then  carefully  paint  the  vagina  with  the  tr.  of  iodine  and  sep- 
arate the  labiae  by  two  or  three  layers  of  dry  cotton. 

The  use  of  injections  is  recommended  by  many.  In  my  hands 
I  have  obtained  splendid  results  from  vaginal  suppositories,  trie 
composition  of  which  is,  of  course,  a  matter  of  individual  taste; 
zinc  sulph.  or  alum,  acid  tannic,  all  have  their  adherents  and  sup- 
porters. The  iodide  of  zinc  has  given  me  very  good  results  in 
obstinate  cases. 
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No  injection  should  be  used,  however,  if  the  inflammation  is 
very  acute  and  none  should  be  commenced  until  the  inflammation 
has  entirely  subsided,  and  there  is  nothing  that  will  help  allay  this 
inflammation  as  warm  hip  baths. 

Complications  that  arise  in  gonorrhoea  of  females,  such  as 
gonorrheal  vaginitis,  are  rarely  met,  except  in  cases  of  young  girls 
and  elderly  women.  The  last  ones,  with  a  gonorrhoeal  endometritis 
of  long  standing,  may  show  a  profuse,  purulent  discharge  from  the 
urethra  with  it. 

The  ducts  of  Bartholinrs  gland  are  the  portion  that  is  always 
affected  and  not  the  glands  themselves  from  stagnation  of  dis- 
charges about  the  genitals. 

Owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  female  urethra,  urethritis  in  the 
female  produces  but  very  little  pain  or  disturbance,  and  nitrate  of 
silver  passed  over  the  entire  surface  of  the  urethral  mucous  mem- 
brane will  produce  the  required  results. 

Inflammation  of  the  cervix  will  require  the  same  treatment  with 
nitrate  of  silver,  which  should  be  applied  only  after  the  part  has 
been  thoroughly  cleaned  from  all  discharge. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Asclepias. 

BY  M.  B.  PEARLSTIEN,  M.  D. 
Read  before  the  meeting  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medication  Club. 

The  actions  of  the  different  varieties  of  asclepias  have  been 
known  for  over  a  half  century.  New  thoughts  and  new  therapeutic 
effects  are  constantly  being  added.  Asclepias  tuberosa,  asclepias  in- 
carnata,  asclepias  gigantea  and  asclepias  syriaca  are  the  varieties 
mostly  used. 

Botanical  physicians,  especially  in  New  England  states,  used 
the  asclepias  incarnata  and  asclepias  syriaca  as  local  applications 
for  cancer  and  ulcers,  also  as  a  cure  for  freckles  and  to  remove 
birthmarks. 

In  Merrell's  digest  of  materia  medica  and  pharmacy,  asclepias 
syriaca  is  spoken  of  as  being  used  in  dropsy,  hepatic,  renal  or  car- 
diac, and  in  that  following  scarlatina  and  variola,  also  in  congestive 
or  nervous  headache  from  suppression  of  urine  or  sweat.  This  drug 
is  also  used  in  la  grippe,  bronchitis  and  rheumatism. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Krausi,  in  an  article  on  asclepias  cornuti  (same  as 
asclepias  syriaca),  claims  that  its  action  on  the  heart  is  similar  to 
digitalis,  though  in  a  mild  form,  but  that  it  differs  from  digitalis  in 
that  it  does  not  cause  a  retention  of  urinary  products.  He  also 
claims  that  the  drug's  action  upon  the  heart  is  somewhat  like 
apocynum,  cannabinum,  normalizing  the  rhythm  and  tone  without 
increasing  the  force. 

The  doctor  uses  asclepias  syriaca  in  arthritis  of  gonorrhoeal, 
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gouty  and  syphilitic  origin.  He  also  used  the  drug  with  much 
success  in  epithelioma  as  a  local  application. 

Asclepias  incarnata  possesses  anthelmintic,  emetic,  cathartic, 
diuretic,  diaphoretic  and  alterative  properties.  It  is  used  in  acute 
inflammatory  diseases,  in  myalgia  and  in  rheumatism. 

Asclepias  tuberosa  (pleurisy  root),  the  most  important  variety 
of  the  asclepias  family,  is  a  perennial  plant,  growing  in  sandy  fields 
and  flowering  in  June  and  July. 

The  stem  is  weak,  branching.  It  grows  about  three  feet  high, 
erect  or  recumbent,  green  or  reddish  color;  leaves  undulate,  deep 
green  above,  paler  beneath,  very  hairy;  flowers  orange  red.  Root 
large,  fleshy,  fusiform,  white,  branching,  and  is  found  in  the  market 
cut  in  pieces  one  to  six  inches  long  and  one  inch  thick.  Externally 
it  is  yellowish-brown,  internally  whitish — becomes  gray  through- 
out by  age.  It  is  inodorous  and  has  a  bitterish,  somewhat  acrid 
taste. 

Constituents. — Clucoside,  tannic  and  gallic  acids,  resin,  fixed 
oil,  volatile  oil  fat,  gum,  starch  and  albumen. 

Preparations. — -Fl.  ex.  J  to  i  5;  nor.  tr.Trpm  1-3  to  15  min. ;  spec, 
asclepias  from  1-3  to  30  min. 

Actions. — Diuretic,  diaphoretic,  sedative,  tonic,  expectorant, 
alterative  and  cathartic. 

Physiological  Action. — Grover  Coe,  M.D.,  as  early  as  1858, 
claimed  that  asclepias  tuberosa  will  expel  wind,  relieve  pain,  relax 
spasm,  induce  and  promote  perspiration,  equalize  the  circulation, 
harmonize  the  action  of  the  nervous  system  and  accomplish  its 
work  without  excitement  and  aggravation  of  existing  condition. 

Specific  Indications  of  Asclepias  Tuberosa. — In  all  affections 
involving  the  serous  membrane,  as  pleuritis,  peritonitis,  etc.  It 
has  a  special  influence  upon  sudoriferous  glands,  thereby  acting  as 
a  strong  eliminative  agent.  It  is  a  specific  for  pleuritic  pains,  both  of 
the  acute  and  sub-acute  variety.  If  effusion  is  present,  the  eliminat- 
ing properties  of  asclepias  will  facilitate  its  removal.  Through  its 
sedative  and  diaphoretic  actions  the  pain  and  distress  which  ac- 
company the  breathing  will  abate,  the  short,  catchy  cough  is 
lessened,  the  respiration  becomes  comparatively  free,  less  rapid,  the 
heart  takes  on  increased  tone  and  the  entire  contents  of  thoracic 
cavity  seem  benefited. 

The  fashionable  disease  of  this  season,  commonly  known  as 
la  grippe,  may  be  cut  short  and  the  patient  materially  helped  by 
the  early  use  of  asclepias  tuberosa. 

The  eliminating  properties  of  asclepias  tub.,  through  its  diaph- 
oretic and  diuretic  action  on  the  morbid  material  in  the  body,  are 
very  marked,  by  virtue  of  its  special  affinity  on  the  excretory 
organs. 

Asclepias,  through  its  influences  on  the  secretory  and  excretory 
glands,  depletes  the  engorged  blood  vessels,  thereby  removing  the 
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noxious  material  from  the  blood.  It  is  especially  indicated  in  con- 
ditions characterized  by  chills,  headache  with  tearing  pains  through 
the  side  of  the  face  and  lower  jaw,  with  pressure  in  the  forehead  at 
the  root  of  the  nose,  sneezing,  coryza,  conjunctivitis,  soreness  ot 
muscles  and  dull  pain  in  the  chest,  also  sharp,  cutting  pain  increased 
by  inspiration  and  in  catarrhal  conditions  of  mucous  and  serous 
membranes. 

I  desire  to  call  particular  attention  to  the  use  of  asclepias 
tuberosa  in  dysmenorrhoea,  whether  obstructive,  membranous  or 
congestive. 

Its  sedative  influence  upon  the  mucous  and  serous  membranes 
of  the  pelvic  organs  is  very  marked,  especially  when  given  in  hot 
water,  5ss.  doses  every  i  or  2  hours. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Modern  Intra-Uterine  Irrigation. 

BY  C.  WOODWARD,  M.  D. 

Scarcely  any  estimation  can  be  given  articles  appearing  in  the 
medical  magazines  which  contain  a  positive  method  for  determining 
unobservable  pathologic  conditions  of  the  system.  Here  we  will 
state  that  the  application  of  the  modern  method  of  uterine  irriga- 
tion is  able  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  gonorrheal  poison  has 
been  confined  to  the  cervix  and  uterus  or  has  reached  the  tubes  by 
continuity. 

Whenever  a  woman  has  been  affected  with  pain  in  the  ovarian 
regions  for  several  years  and  the  specific  virus  has  developed  its 
characteristic  pathologic  condition  in  the  tubes,  we  have  observed 
that  irrigating  the  uterus  caused  an  extremely  severe  pain,  yet 
short  of  a  colic. 

Whenever  the  infection  was  confined  to  the  cervix  and  body  of 
the  uterus,  it  was  observed  that  the  uterine  cavity  tolerated  medi- 
cated solutions  without  inducing  pain. 

This  is  very  important  for  the  reason  that  it  definitely  diagnoses 
the  condition  of  the  uterus  and  tubes  and  presents  positive  evidence 
indicating  an  operation  or  irrigation.  It  sustains  our  contention 
that  pain  in  the  iliac  region  of  women  who  have  been  infected  for 
years  may  result  from  reflex  action  from  gonorrheal  inflammation 
as  well  as  fern  other  forms  of  intra-uterine  irritation,  and  is  exem- 
plified by  the  following  case: 

Mrs.  S.,  a  widow,  aged  twenty-six,  and  who  claims  that  hei 
first  husband  gave  her  gonorrhea  in  1899,  on  account  of  pain  ap- 
pearing in  her  side  during  1904,  was  made  to  believe  that  her  right 
ovary  and  tube  were  affected  and  their  removal  necessary.  During 
the  spring  of  1905  she  was  taken  to  a  hospital,  her  right  ovary  and 
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tube  removed  and  uterus  curetted,  since  which  time  she  has  suffered 
with  more  pain  in  the  uterus  and  in  both  iliac  regions. 

In  May  and  June  of  1907  she  was  examined  by  several  phys- 
icians who  diagnosed  her  trouble  as  specific  infection  of  the  uterus 
and  remaining  tube,  and  suggested  another  operation,  but  the  first 
experience  caused  her  to  refuse  to  submit  to  a  second  one.  During 
the  first  week  of  August,  1907,  she  was  passing  my  office  when  an 
impulse  suddenly  seized  her  to  consult  another  physician.  She  then 
called  and  related  this  history  of  her  case,  mingled  with  tears  and 
despair  of  hope. 

An  examination  exhibited  these  manifestations :  base  of  tongue 
covered  with  a  brownish  coating,  indicating  fecal  accumulations  in 
the  ileum ;  pulse  93 ;  temperature  99J ;  dry  skin  and  sallow  com- 
plexion ;  hyperesthesia  of  the  abdomen,  showing  irritation  and 
hypersecretion  of  the  intestines.  The  uterus  was  partially  retro- 
verted  and  drawn  to  the  left  side  by  the  remaining  tube,  and  its 
depth  4  inches ;  cervix  everted  and  discharging  a  muco-purulent 
exudation ;  the  incurrence  of  intrautero-toxeniia  which  kept  the 
system  in  a  state  of  chronic  periodicity.  For  instance,  pelvic  pains 
every  afternoon  and  evening  which  were  absent  mornings. 

Before  presenting  the  treatment,  we  will  state  that  of  all  dis- 
eases there  is  none  more  predisposed  to  complications  or  more  easily 
aggravated  with  systemic  conditions  than  gonorrhea.  Many  women 
are  troubled  with  a  persistent  uterine  exudation  at  the  time  when 
the  specific  disease  is  contracted,  and  its  cure  will  not  remove  the 
psychical  impression  until  the  leucorrhea  is  controlled.  This  makes 
it  difficult,  even  with  the  aid  of  the  microscope,  to  convince  the 
patient  that  she  is  cured  of  the  specific  disease,  and  especially  if  the 
uterine  exudation  has  been  increased.  When  trying  to  cure  such 
chronic  cases  and  remove  mental  impressions,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  treat  these  patients  for  several  months  in  order  to  secure  enough 
time  to  control  the  leucorrhea. 

Treatment. — A  proper  amount  of  non-irritating  food  was  ad- 
vised ;  the  daily  use  of  sodium  chloride  reduced ;  sugar  and  fruit 
acids  proscribed  on  account  of  a  mercurious  condition  of  the  system  ; 
a  stimulating  application  was  applied  to  the  skin  following  each 
bath,  three  times  per  week,  and  the  bowels  forced  to  normal  action 
by  mild  alkaline  laxatives.  The  uterus  was  swabbed  once,  and 
cleaned  out  twice  a  week  with  non-toxic  germicides,  and  a  four-ply 
absorbent  gauze,  with  a  string  attached,  saturated  in  a  solution  of 
specific  phytolacca  and  thuja, each  one  part, and  glycerine  four  parts, 
was  inserted  to  the  fundus.  A  dehydrating  pack  was  then  placed 
against  the  cervix,  both  to  remain  forty  hours. 

These  instructions  and  local  treatments  were  scrupulously 
carried  out  for  three  months,  which  resulted  in  curing  the  leucor- 
rhea and  specific  disease  and  in  relieving  the  mental  impressions. 
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A  number  of  practitioners  who  have  become  interested  in  this 
modern  method  of  uterine  irrigation  have  desired  clinical  demonstra- 
tions, and  on  several  occasions  during  the  past  year  they  have  been 
given  and  thoroughly  convinced  those  present  of  its  safe  and  pain- 
less simplicity  of  application. 

Chicago,  111. 
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The  Third  Row  in  My  Medicine  Case. 

NO.   II.  CALCAREA  PHOSPHORICA — PHOSPHATE  OF  LIME. 

This  remedy  is  the  phosphate  of  lime  prepared  by  trituration 
with  sugar  of  milk. 

Calcarea  phosphorica  is  employed  with  curative  results  in  dis- 
eases which  are  caused  by  an  abnormal  action  of  the  lime  molecules 
in  the  body,  such,  for  instances,  as  the  unnatural  growth  and  im- 
paired nutrition  of  bones  and  other  textures  found  in  rickets  and 
similar  diseased  conditions.  Having  ascertained  this  much  of  the 
action  of  the  phosphate  of  lime,  it  readily  becomes  apparent  that  it 
must  be  indicated  in  all  bone  diseases  resulting  from  or  depending 
on  a  depraved  quality  of  the  blood,  as  well  as  in  many  abnormal 
states,  including  diseases  which  involve  the  skin. 

In  all  cases  in  which,  from  any  cause,  an  insufficient  amount  of 
the  phosphate  of  lime  is  assimilated  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  body, 
causing  imperfect  cell  growth,  and  consequently  destruction  of 
tissue,  especially  of  the  osseous  and  glandular  systems,  calcarea 
phosphorica  becomes  a  medicament  of  great  usefulness.  In  the 
convulsions  which  sometimes  afflict  weakly,  scrofulous  children 
during  dentition,  it  exerts  a  restraining  influence,  and  many  times 
increases  nutrition.  It  also  possesses  a  power  which  is  of  value  in 
acute  diseases,  either  directly,  or  in  preparing  the  way  for  other 
indicated  remedial  agents,  by  stimulating  the  system  to  more  vig- 
orous action. 

In  chronic  wasting  diseases  the  phosphate  of  lime  exerts  a  tonic 
influence  which  is  often  of  the  greatest  value  to  the  patient,  and 
when  the  phosphates  in  excess  are  found  in  the  urine,  showing  im- 
perfect secondary  assimilation  and  inefficient  working  of  the  excre- 
tory organs,  it  is  used  with  advantage.  It  has  also  been  employed 
with  improving  results  in  anemia  of  young  and  rapidly  growing 
people,  and  its  tonic  influence  has  frequently  been  decidedly 
marked  in  cases  of  women  weakened  by  too  frequent  child-bearing, 
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prolonged  nursing  or  excessive  menstruation  and  leuchorrhea.  In 
diseases  accompanied  by  an  exhaustive  discharge,  such  as  bronchitis, 
tubercular  diarrhea  and  night-sweats,  its  action  is  corrective  in  its 
direction,  and  in  abscesses  and  scrofulous  sores  its  influence  on  the 
secretions  is  such  as  to  enable  it  to  act  curatively. 

In  old  age,  when  the  regenerative  function  decreases  in  the 
nervous  tissue  it  often  exerts  an  influence  which  conserves  vitality, 
and  in  senile  cutaneous  and  vaginal  itching  its  action  is  decidedly 
corrective. 

In  tuberculosis,  when  there  is  great  emaciation,  hemoptysis  and 
night  sweats,  the  judicious  employment  of  this  preparation  of  the 
phosphate  of  lime  often  perceptibly  mitigates  the  patient's  suffer- 
ings, and  in  the  osseous  enlargement  of  rachitic  children  it  is  used 
with  much  advantage.  This  preparation  of  the  phosphate  of  lime, 
in  ten-grain  doses  three  times  a  day,  has  been  highly  recommended 
as  an  efficient  remedy  in  chlorosis,  and  in  chorea  occurring  during 
puberty  it  is  said  that  the  same  amount  of  the^cirug  exerts  a  quiet- 
ing influence  and  aids  much  in  the  treatment/  Its  action  in  the 
spasms  and  pains  which  are  sometimes  caused  by  anemia  is  in  a 
curative  direction.  Pains  of  this  character  are  often  accompanied 
by  formication,  sensations  of  coldness  and  numbness.  This  agent 
is  often  useful  in  the  treatment  of  pains  situated  at  points  where 
bones  form  sutures  or  symphyses,  and  in  numb,  crawling  pains 
caused  by  chilliness  due  to  anaemia  and  a  tendency  to  perspiration 
and  glandular  enlargement,  its  action  is  decidedly  corrective.  Head- 
aches of  young  girls  who  are  maturing  and  are  nervous  and  restless 
as  well  as  often  troubled  with  a  diarrhea  resulting  fro  man  immod- 
erate use  of  jellies  and  sour  articles  of  food,  are  often  promptly 
relieved  by  small  doses  of  calcarea  phos.  Its  use  also  acts  as  a 
preventive  of  such  headaches.  The  phosphate  of  lime  is  employed 
with  great  benefit  in  chronic  catarrh  of  the  ears,  accompanied  by 
throat  affections,  and  in  cold  in  the  head,  with  albuminous  discharge 
from  the  nose,  it  is  often  the  only  needed  remedy.  In  chronic  en- 
largement of  the  tonsils,  and  in  clergymen's  sore  throat  its  bene- 
ficial action  is  unmistakable.  In  marasmus  and  enlargement  of  the 
mesenteric  glands  it  is  believed  by  many  physicians  to  be  essential 
to  a  good  treatment,  and  in  cases  where  the  teeth  develop  slowly 
or  too  rapidly  decay,  the  phosphate  of  lime  constitutes  a  much- 
needed  remedial  agent. 

In  cholera  infantum,  when  the  stools  are  water,  profuse,  scald- 
ing and  very  offensive,  calcarea  phos.  will  exert  an  influence  which 
is  decidedly  corrective.  It  is  also  useful  in  the  common  summer 
complaint  of  children,  and  it  often  removes  a  disposition  to  intest- 
inal worms  in  anemic  and  weakly  children.  "Wetting  the  bed,"  so 
common  in  young  children,  also  comes  within  the  range  of  the 
usefulness  of  this  agent.  Enuresis  in  old  people  is  much  modified 
by  the  continued  use  of  the  phosphate  of  lime,  and  its  action  is  of 
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a  decidedly  relieving  character  in  the  itching  and  soreness  likely  to 
afflict  anemic  persons  who  are  victims  of  chronic  gonorrhea.  In 
senile  itching  of  the  skin  it  is  also  a  useful  agent.  As  a  means  of 
preventing  the  reformation  of  gravel,  calculus  and  phosphatic  de- 
posits, calcarea  phos.  has  often  been  employed  with  advantage.  In 
rheumatic  gout,  with  severe  cramps  in  the  calves  of  the  legs,  it  has 
been  used  with  some  benefit,  but  for  the  removal  of  cramps  it  is 
inferior  to  viburnum  prunifolium.  In  neuralgia,  the  pain  being 
deep-seated,  as  if  in  the  bone,  this  medicament  will  aid  in  securing 
a  curative  result,  and  in  chronic  synovitis  it  is  employed  with  much 
benefit.  It  exerts  a  quieting  influence  in  children  who  start  up  from 
sleep  in  a  frightened  manner,  but  for  this  form  of  nervous  irritation 
rhus  toxicodendron  is  much  more  effective.  Calcarea  phos.  is  also 
believed  to  be  useful  in  spinal  curvature  in  young  girls,  especially 
at  puberty. 

In  the  leucorrhea  of  young  girls,  when  the  discharge  is  like  the 
white  of  an  egg,  and  when  menstruation  is  too  frequent  or  too 
early,  the  phosphate  of  lime  has  been  found  useful  as  a  constant 
tonic.  It  is  also  of  value  in  the  treatment  of  adults  when  the  menses 
are  too  late  and  dark,  especially  when  accompanied  by  great  weak- 
ness, distress  and  rheumatic  pains  before  or  during  menstruation. 
In  many  of  these  cases  the  uterine  pains  are  accompanied  by  a 
severe  backache  and  a  sensation  of  weakness  in  the  uterine  region. 
In  the  vaginal  pruritis  which  often  afflicts  old  women  it  constitutes 
a  very  efficient  constitutional  remedy. 

This  salt  is  worthy  of  further  study,  and  the  following  indica- 
tions taken  from  Fyfe's  Modern  Materia  Medica,  suggest  the  lines 
along  which  it  may  most  profitably  be  studied  : 

"Tardy  formation  of  callus  around  the  ends  of  fractured  bones ; 
unnatural  growth  and  defective  nutrition  of  bone,  especially  in 
rickets  and  similar  diseased  conditions ;  anemia  of  young,  rapidly 
growing  people ;  diseases  characterized  by  exhaustive  discharges, 
such  as  chronic  bronchitis,  tubercular  diarrhea  and  night  sweats  ; 
abscesses  and  scrofulous  sores  ;  slow  development  of  teeth ;  maras- 
mus ;  chronic  synovitis ;  eczema,  with  yellowish-white  scabs  or 
vesicles  in  anemic,  scrofulous  or  gouty  constitutions;  ulcers  on 
cornea :  chronic  enlargement  of  the  tonsils ;  heartburn  and  flatu- 
lency;  catarrh  in  scrofulous  or  gouty  constitutions;  complexion 
dirty-white  or  brownish. 

The  dose  of  the  third  trituration  of  this  drug  is  from  five  to  ten 
grains,  but  it  is  successfully  employed  as  follows:  I*  Calcarea  phos., 
3x.,  gr.  xx.  to  5i. ;  water,  giv.   Teaspoonful  every  hour. 
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Thuja  Occidentalis. 

In  writing  to  the  Journal  of  Therapeutics  and  Dietetics,  Dr. 
C.  E.  Buck,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  gives  a  very  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive account  of  the  history  and  therapeutic  action  of  arbor  vitae. 
In  part  the  doctor  says : 

"There  seems  to  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  the  profession 
as  to  which  is  the  more  desirable  practice  to  cultivate,  the  office 
or  bedside.  Then  again  there  is  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  many 
regarding  the  problem  of  using  and  dispensing  one's  own  remedies, 
ii1  the  office  or  in  general  practice.  To  those  who  favor  office  pro- 
cedure, and  lean  towards  minor  operative  measures  there  is  prob- 
ably no  remedy  that  has  a  wider  range  of  usefulness  than  Thuja, 
or,  as  it  is  more  often  called, , arbor  vitae.  There  certainly  is  none 
that  can  produce  such  satisfactory  results,  attended  with  so  little 
danger  to  the  patient  as  this  one. 

"This  agent  is  no  new  arrival,  and  the  fact  that  it  has  contrib- 
uted to  the  alleviation  of  over  two  centuries  of  suffering  humanity 
is  not  at  all  to  its  discredit.  Introduced  into  England  in  1600,  and 
into  America  a  hundred  years  later,  it  has  merited  the  esteem  of  all 
'pathies.'  Although  it  is  now  considered  an  Eclectic  remedy,  it 
was  not  adopted  by  that  branch  of  the  profession  until  both  homeo- 
pathic and  allopathic  practitioners  had  tested  its  virtues,  and  in- 
cluded it  in  their  list  of  approved  remedies. 

"This  evergreen  coniferous  American  tree,  from  20  to  50  feet 
high,  grows  on  rocky  banks  of  rivers  and  in  low  swamps,  from 
Pennsylvania  northward,  and  is  used  in  many  places  as  a  hedge 
plant. 

"Like  most  remedies  of  this  kind  that  have  come  into  use 
through  their  own  intrinsic  value,  its  use  was  at  first  empirical.  It 
remained  so,  practically,  until  1862,  when,  through  an  editorial  by 
Dr.  Scudder,  Dr.  Dickey  took  it  up  and  made  some  investigations 
along  scientific  lines.  It  was  not  until  twenty  years  later,  however, 
that  this  valuable  remedy  received  the  recognition  that  was  its  due. 
It  was  then  that  Professor  Howe  became  interested  in  it,  and 
through  his  thorough  investigations  and  warm  commendations,  the 
drug  was  firmly  established  in  the  class  to  which  it  belongs. 

"Through  this  investigator  the  active  principles  were  definitely 
established  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  general  practitioner  in 
the  form  of  a  specific  tincture,  in  which  form  it  is  best  exhibited 
to-day.  There  is  an  aqueous  form  manufactured  that  is  for  use  in 
cases  that  do  not  tolerate  alcohol,  but  this  form  does  not  seem  to 
fully  represent  the  true  activity  of  the  drug  and  is  not  in  as  much 
demand  as  the  former. 

"Regarding  the  properties  of  this  drug  no  words  can  be  found 
more  expressive  than  those  of  Professor  Felter.  He  says  that  'Thuja 
has  become  one  of  the  most  important  remedies  employed  in  prac- 


50 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


tice,  both  for  its  local  and  internal  effects.  Specifically  it  acts  upon 
the  vascular,  cutaneous  and  mucous  tissues,  stimulating  them  to 
normal  activity,  and  in  cases  of  flabby  vessels,  exciting  them  to  con- 
traction, and  in  cases  of  cutaneous  over-activity,  restraining  hyper- 
trophies and  excrescences.  Furthermore,  it  is  a  decided  antiseptic. 
It  will  deaden  and  repress  fungous  granulations,  and  may  be  applied 
to  'proud  flesh'  and  ingrown  nails  with  considerable  success.  It 
has  a  marked  influence  upon  such  chronic  granulations  as  those  of 
tracoma  and  epithelioma  and  is  a  very  useful  remedy  in  bed  sores, 
sloughing  wounds,  fistulous  openings,  and  to  overcome  the  stench 
of  senile  and  other  forms  of  gangrene.  Few  mild  agents  have  a 
greater  reputation  for  the  destruction  of  various  kinds  of  papillomata 
and  for  condylomata  about  the  nates.  It  does  not  cure  all  cases, 
but  is  best  adapted  where  there  is  softness  and  foul  exudations.  It 
cures  many,  though  not  all,  cases  of  genital  and  venereal  warts.  It 
may  be  applied  full  strength  to  the  surface  or  hypodermatically.  It 
is  a  valuable  remedy  in  fissure  of  the  anus.  It  is  valuable  in  check- 
ing hemorrhage  from  malignant  growths,  hemorrhoids  and  bleeding 
moles,  and  has  been  of  inestimable  value  in  cases  of  'bleeders.' 
In  this  case  it  has  been  applied  after  the  extraction  of  teeth.  It  is 
of  great  service  in  nasal  hemorrhage  and  for  incised  wounds.  By 
the  use  of  a  compress,  the  full  strength  thuja  has  been  the  means 
of  saving  the  lives  of  many  children  suffering  from  umbilical  hemor- 
rhage, occurring  ten  to  fifteen  days  after  birth.  Professor  Howe, 
and  many  others,  testify  to  its  efficiency  in  the  treatment  of  bulging 
nevi,  or  'mother's  mark.'  Ballington  reports  the  cure  of  a  child 
in  three  weeks'  treatment  from  birth,  with  compresses  of  specific 
thuja.' 

"It  is  in  cases  of  hydrocele  and  hernia  that  this  agent  seems 
to  fill  a  long-felt  want.  No  single  remedy  seems  to  have  given  the 
universal  success  with  so  little  discomfort  in  the  cure  of  these 
very  distressing  conditions. 

"The  use  of  the  drug  in  these  conditions  is  not  absolutely  pain- 
less, but  the  discomfort  to  the  patient  is  so  slight,  as  compared  with 
that  attending  the  use  of  the  mixtures  generally  advised,  that  it  is 
practically  so.  Then  it  is  absolutely  non-toxic,  and  the  method  of 
its  use  is  very  simple. 

"The  technic  used  most  successfully  by  the  writer  in  treating 
hydrocele  is  as  follows:  Dilute  one  part  of  specific  thuja  (Lloyd's) 
with  five  parts  of  water  in  a  test-tube,  and  with  an  alcohol  lamp 
bring  the  mixture  to  a  boil.  Xow  take  a  'pen  filler'  (a  large 
dropper  holding  about  2  drams),  and,  after  boiling  it.  fill  it  with  the 
solution  and  place  in  readiness  for  instillation. 

"Now  tap  the  distended  sac  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  and,  after 
all  the  liquid  has  escaped  that  it  is  possible  to  obtain,  instill  2  drams 
of  thuja  solution  through  the  canula,  and  then  carefully  knead  the 
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tissues  so  as  to  bring  the  solution  in  contact  with  every  part  of  the 
sac.  Some  pain  may  or  may  not  ensue,  and  of  course  there  will  be 
some  swelling,  after  the  subsidence  of  which,  in  about  a  week's 
time,  if  the  work  has  been  carefully  done,  there  will  be  a  very  per- 
ceptible evidence  of  the  formation  of  tissue,  showing  the  influence 
of  the  thuja.  It  may  be  necessary  to  tap  the  sac  again  as  a  small 
amount  of  serous  fluid  will  be  in  evidence  in  the  sac  even  after  the 
tissue  formation  has  begun,  and,  as  this  will  not  all  be  changed 
into  tissue,  it  is  a  good  idea  to  remove  it,  but  it  is  not  necessary  to 
repeat  the  instillation,  only  in  a  small  per  cent,  of  the  cases.  The 
patient  is  not  inconvenienced  in  his  occupation  at  all,  and  it  gener- 
ally takes  about  a  week  for  the  swelling  to  subside,  and  after  that 
it  is  but  a  question  of  time  when  the  adhesions  will  contract  down 
so  as  to  very  materially  reduce  the  former  size  of  the  hydrocele. 
It  will  not  return  to  normal  size,  but  will  be  very  much  smaller  than 
it  was  before^treatment. 

"In  hernia  the  solution  may  be  the  same,  or  full  strength  may 
be  used,  and  the  method  will  of  course  differ  according  to  whether 
we  are  dealing  with  a  direct  or  indirect  case.  The  fluid  should  be 
delivered  so  as  to  cause  a  formation  of  tissue  just  across  the  hernia, 
and  prevent  it  from  advancing  farther.  These  cases  require  a 
longer  time,  and  more  careful  treatment  than  the  hydrocele.  In 
the  case  of  hernia,  after  each  instillation,  which  should  be  given 
about  once  a  week,  the  truss  should  be  well  adjusted  and  this  should 
be  worn  for  six  weeks  and  possibly  more.  The  most  satisfactory 
results  are  obtained  when  it  is  possible  to  have  the  patient  off  his 
feet  for  a  week  or  ten  days  after  the  first  treatment.  After  this  he 
may  follow  his  usual  occupation,  unless  it  is  of  such  a  nature  that 
it  will  aggravate  his  trouble,  in  which  case  give  him  the  alternative 
of  either  resting  or  changing  his  occupation. 

"Many  other  cases  might  be  mentioned  in  which  this  valuable 
agent  has  proven  its  versatile  utility,  both  in  external  and  internal 
administration.  The  scope  of  this  article  will  hardly  admit  of  it, 
however,  and  with  a  few  suggestions  for  the  relief  of  nasal  condi- 
tions and  incontinence  of  urine  in  cases  of  senile  prostate,  the  writer 
will  leave  the  subject  for  the  consideration  of  such  of  the  readers  as 
care  to  prove  the  efficiency  of  this  valuable  remedy  by  trial. 

"For  nasal  polypus  put  a  few  drops  of  specific  tincture  of  thuja 
on  a  piece  of  surgeon's  lint  and  lay  this  on  a  sixteen  candle-power 
electric  light.  Adjust  the  light  so  that  the  vapor  from  the  solution 
can  be  well  inhaled,  together  with  the  heat  and  light,  and  the  result 
will  please  any  one  who  cares  to  try  it. 

"In  incontinence  dilute  3  drams  of  specific  tincture  with  4 
ounces  of  water  and  administer  a  teaspoonful  every  three  or  four 
hours  and  the  results  will  be  most  satisfactory." 
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Methylene  Blue. 

In  writing  to  the  Medical  Harbinger  Dr.  F.  P.  Davis,  of  Agra, 
Okla.,  interestingly  speaks  of  the  above-named  substance  as  follows : 

Methylene  blue  is  a  very  efficient  antiseptic,  and  unquestionably 
one  of  the  very  best  suggestive  remedies  we  possess.  To  be  able  to 
positively  state  the  action  any  drug  will  have  is  to  gain  the  confi- 
dence of  the  patient,  which  all  will  admit  is  an  essential  factor  in  the 
treatment  of  any  case.  When  the  patient  sees  the  blue  urine  just 
as  he  has  been  informed  it  will  appear,  the  psychological  impulse 
becomes  complete  and  the  case  will  respond  more  readily  to  treat- 
ment. Not  enough  attention  is  given  to  the  mental  attitude  of  the 
patient,  though  it  is  a  subject  that  will  well  repay  anyone  to  care- 
fully study.  Methylene  blue  stains  certain  bacteria,  rendering  them 
immobile  and  prevents  their  growth.  It  is  said  to  be  especially 
active  against  the  plasmodium  malaria,  and  in  small  doses  seems 
to  aid  the  action  of  quinine.  In  some  manner  not  well  understood 
it  influences  nutrition,  and  acts  not  only  upon  the  blood,  but  also 
upon  nervous  tissues  and  cells  of  the  organization. 

It  stains  the  axis  cylinder  of  nerves  which  led  Ehlich  to  conclude 
that  it  might  be  useful  in  neuralgias.  I  have  used  it  with  favorable 
results  in  this  class  of  cases,  especially  when  the  neuralgia  was  of 
malarial  origin.  As  a  nerve  sedative  it  is  especially  useful  in  insanity, 
as  it  begins  to  act  in  three  to  four  hours  and  continues  its  effect  for 
fifteen  to  twenty-four  hours.  In  migraine  and  "sun-pain"  I  have  used 
it  with  the  best  of  results. 

Landis  reports  three  cases  of  malarial  hematuria  treated  with 
one-grain  doses  three  times  a  day,  which  showed  improvement  from 
the  first  dose,  and  were  well  within  a  week. 

Jacobi  claims  that  it  stays  the  progress  of  cancer,  or  it  given 
after  operation  greatly  reduces  the  chances  of  relapses.  He  gave  it 
in  doses  of  two  grains  daily,  gradually  increasing  the  dose  to  six 
grains  daily. 

Corrigan  says  it  is  carried  from  the  maternal  to  the  fetal  circu- 
lation,  but  as  no  trace  of  methylene  blue  can  be  found  in  the  liquor 
amnii  he  concludes  that  the  kidneys  of  the  child  in  utero  do  not 
secrete  urine  beyond  that  found  in  the  bladder  at  the  time  of 
delivery. 

Methylene  blue  is  eliminated  principally  by  the  kidneys,  and 
is  of  value  in  gonorrhea,  cystitis,  nephritis,  diabetes  and  pyelitis. 
It  is  of  use  in  the  diagnosis  of  renal  and  hepatic  functional  insuffi- 
ciency. I  use  it  in  all  cases  of  malarial  and  typhoid  fevers,  or  when- 
ever the  urine  is  highly  (red)  colored  and  patient  complains  of 
burning  when  urinating.  In  sciatica  I  have  used  it  hypodermically 
in  doses  of  one-fourth  to  one-half  grain  daily  with  good  results. 
From  my  experience  with  it  in  rheumatism  I  believe  it  to  be  of 
value,  and  find  that  it  reduces  the  amount  of  uric  acid  in  the  urine. 
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It  has  no  appreciable  effect  on  those  nerve  diseases  where  there 
is  an  irritable  condition  of  the  motor  and  sensory  nerves.  It  is 
sometimes  followed  by  disturbances  of  the  stomach  and  intestines, 
vertigo,  nausea  and  vesical  irritation,  but  this  is  generally  due  to 
larger  doses  than  are  usually  required. 

It  is  best  exhibited  in  chocolate-coated  tablets,  or  in  capsules 
combined  with  powdered  nutmeg.  It  may  be  combined  with  san- 
dalwood oil  or  other  remedies  in  elastic  capsules  in  those  cases  where 
a  combination  of  remedies  seems  to  be  desirable.  I  believe  in  the 
single  remedy,  and  use  but  very  few  combinations. 


Apocynum. 

The  specific  action  of  apocynum  is  upon  the  blood  vessels  and 
heart,  restoring  their  natural  functions  when  the  former  are  in  that 
condition  that  readily  allows  of  transudation  of  serum  into  the 
tissues.  It  is^scarcely  necessary  to  allude  to  the  fact  that  such  a 
condition  is  one  of  debility.  It  is  a  remedy  for  effusion  when  due 
to  obstruction  of  the  circulation.  This  condition  may  be  known 
by  the  puffy  eye-lids,  the  swollen  feet  and  ankles,  the  distended 
scrotum,  and  the  ascitic  abdomen,  all  of  which  pit  upon  pressure. 
The  skin  is  tight,  smooth  and  glistening,  usually  blanched,  but  may 
show  pinkish  streaks.  If  such  disordered  condition  depends  upon 
incurable  or  malignant  diseases  of  the  heart,  liver,  or  kidneys  a 
cure  can  not  be  expected,  but  in  most  instances  an  amelioration 
of  symptoms,  and  particularly  a  notable  decrease  of  the  watery 
accumulations,  may  be  reasonably  hoped  for.  But  in  functional 
disorders  with  watery  infiltration,  and  due  chiefly  to  vascular  weak- 
ness, it  is  a  remedy  that  will  prove  its  worth  to  the  most  skeptical. 
It  matters  little  whether  edema  accompanies  rheumatism,  sciatica, 
arthritis,  renal  or  hepatic  obstruction,  or  the  congestive  pelvic  ail- 
ments of  women,  the  edema  disappears  and  the  concomitant  dis- 
order is  invariably  benefited  by  apocynum  in  small  doses.  In  certain 
cardiac  disorders,  both  organic  and  functional,  it  accomplishes  great 
good,  as  is  shown  by  the  results  of  its  use  in  mitral  and  tricuspid 
regurgitation,  with  rapid  and  feeble  cardiac  action,  low  arterial 
tension,  cough,  dyspnea,  pulsating  jugulars,  general  cyanosis,  high- 
colored  urine,  and  general  dropsy.  The  chief  indication,  then,  for 
apocynum  is  watery  infiltration  of  the  tissues  with  weak  circulatory 
action  and  general  debility.  Others  are:  Skin  blanched,  full,  smooth, 
and  easily  indented;  puffiness  under  the  eyes;  wrinkling  of  the  lids, 
as  if  the  parts  had  recently  been  swollen ;  feet  full  and  edematous, 
pitting  upon  pressure ;  constipation,  with  edema ;  urine  scanty  and 
circulation  sluggish ;  profuse  and  long-continued  menorrhagia ; 
boggy,  watery  uterus;  full,  relaxed  uterus,  with  water  discharges: 
passive  hemorrhages,  small  in  amount  and  associated  with  edema ; 
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mitral  and  tricuspid  regurgitation,  with  rapid  and  weak  heart  action, 
lew  arterial  tension,  difficult  breathing,  cough,  and  tendency  to 
cyanosis. — Eclectic  Medical  Gleaner. 


Kali  Muriaticum  in  Diphtheria. 

In  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  this  department  Dr.  F.  H.  Williams, 
of  Bristol,  Conn.,  speaks  of  kali  mur.  in  part  as  follows: 

"I  have  tried  kali  mur.  faithfully,  in  the  third  trituration,  and  I 
am  convinced  that  it  will  not  cure  bad  cases  of  diphtheria.  WTe 
should  endeavor  to  separate  the  diagnostic  points  in  relation  to 
their  symptoms.  I  have  seen  diphtheritic  cases  that  spot  the  tonsils, 
and  possibly  the  sides  of  the  pharynx,  with  a  white  multiple  mem- 
brane— always  white  and  moist — that  kali  mur.  3X,  will  cure.  But 
my  experience  shows  that  the  drug  is  useless  in  the  gray  membranes 
that  start  from  one  nidus  and  largely  involve  the  uvula." 


Society  -Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Kansas  City  in  June, 
1908.    L.  A.  Perce,  M.D.,  president;    W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  Albany, 
March,  1908.  G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D., 
secretary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Bordten,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin 
Howes,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C.  A.  Tyrrell, 
M.D.,  president;    H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
H.  Stoesser,  M.D.,  president;    M.  B.  Pearlstien,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.    A.  Blaustein,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday 
of  each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
Street.  Electa  A.  Brown,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D., 
secretary. 


National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

Dear  Doctor :  The  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  National  Eclec- 
tic Medical  Association  is  fast  drawing  near.  The  meeting  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  in  June  of  this  year  requires  the  presence  and 
co-operation  of  every  Eclectic  in  this  union.  No  better  time  for 
organization  could  possibly  exist  than  now,  and  certainly  no  time 
ever  called  more  loudly  for  united  action  than  at  present. 

The  tendency  to  indifference  and  lethargy  must  be  thrown  off, 
and  a  strong  pull  for  the  hearty  co-operation  of  united  efforts  must 
be  encouraged.  Make  yourself  promise  to  attend  this  meeting,  and 
keep  yourself  fully  informed  of  all  matters  concerning  it  by  sub- 
scribing for  all  of  the  Eclectic  medical  journals,  thereby  not  only 
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improving  your  own  fund  of  information,  but  helping  the  various 
journals  to  improve  their  present  enviable  condition  by  your  help 
and  courage. 

No  man  can  be  a  good  physician  and  be  a  sluggard,  he  must 
either  go  forward  or  retrograde ;  there  can  be  no  halfway  place  ,with 
ease  and  pleasant  comforts  unless  he  first  puts  forth  all  his  energy 
to  help  others  as  well  as  himself.  So  wake  up,  rub  up,  and  by 
contact  and  friction  against  your  brethren  take  on  a  higher  dgree 
of  polish,  medically  speaking.  Make  a  firm  determination  to  attend 
the  meeting  in  June,  and  help  us  as  well  as  yourself.     I  am, 

Fraternally, 

L.  A.  Perce,  Pres. 


Florida  Eclectic  Medical  Examining  Board. 

The  Flor^dX  Eclectic  Medical  Examining  Board  will  convene 
in  Tampa,  Fla^  in  the  parlors  of  Dr.  Hampton's  Tampa  Heights 
Sanitarium,  1805  Florida  Avenue,  February  18,  1908,  at  10  A.  M., 
and  will  continue  in  session  February  18,  19  and  20.  Will  recipro- 
cate with  other  Eclectic  examining  boards  that  have  established 
reciprocity. 

Florida  is  in  need  of  five  hundred  true  Eclectic  physicians. 
The  Florida  State  Fair  will  be  open  from  February  8  to  22.  Those 
traveling  through  the  state  to  Tampa  will  be  able  to  secure  trans- 
portation for  one  far  round-trip  plus  twenty-five  cents  on  the  follow- 
ing days:  February  11,  18  and  20. 

All  who  hold  a  diploma  from  an  Eclectic  medical  college  and 
license  from  a  state  Eclectic  medical  examining  board  will  only  be 
required  to  present  the  diploma  and  state  license  with  a  fee  of  $10 
to  entitle  the  applicant  to  Florida  state  license. 

Recent  graduates,  who  have  not  a  state  license,  will  be  required 
to  pay  a  fee  of  $10  and  take  a  written  examination. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  P.  Morris,  M.D.,  DeFuniak  Springs,  Fla., 

President. 
S.  F.  Smith,  M.D.,  Leesburg,  Fla., 

Vice-President. 
Hiram  J.  Hampton,  M.D.,  Tampa,  Fla., 
Secretary. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  was  held  in  the  college  audi- 
torium, Thursday  evening,  January  16,  President  Tyrrell  presiding. 
The  meeting  was  well  attended.    Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
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were  approved  as  read.  The  annual  reports  of  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  for  1907  were  read,  audited  and  approved. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Thompson,  president  of  the  Eclectic  State  Society, 
urged  those  present  to  attend  the  state  meeting  at  Albany  March 
4  and  5,  and  invited  those  who  were  not  already  affiliated  to  join. 
He  believes  there  is  urgent  need  of  organization  and  activity  among 
the  members  of  the  Eclectic  school  to  protect  their  rights  and  to 
combat  vicious  legislation. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  reported  having  received  many  promises  of 
papers  to  be  read  at  the  state  meeting.  Drs.  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati, 
and  Ellingwood,  of  Chicago,  have  signified  their  intention  of  being 
present. 

Dr.  Brandenburg,  on  behalf  of  the  exhibit  committee,  reported 
that  an  unusually  large  number  of  firms  will  have  exhibitions  at  the 
state  meeting. 

Drs:  Joseph  Brandaleone  and  David  Alperin,  both  of  New 
York  City,  were  proposed  for  membership.  Their  applications  will 
take  the  usual  course. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Pearlstien,  secretary  of  the  Kings  County 
Eclectic  Medical  Society,  was  read — inviting  the  members  of  this* 
society  to  be  present  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Brooklyn. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Herzog  read  an  essay  entitled  "Legal  versus  Medical 
Insanity,"  which  was  listened  to  with  deep  interest  and  which 
brought  out  a  spirited  discussion. 

A  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Dr.  Herzog  for  his 
interesting  and  instructive  paper. 

H.  Harris,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


The  New  York  Specific  Medication  Club. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Specific  Medication  Club 
was  held  in  the  college  parlors  January  9,  1908,  President  Dr. 
Brandenburg  presiding.  After  roll  call,  the  minutes  of  the  Decem- 
ber meeting  were  approved  as  read. 

The  secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Sibley  and  a  letter  from 
the  widow  of  W.  H.  Lewis,  which  were  ordered  placed  on  file. 

Dr.  Adlerman  was  unanimously  elected  to  membership. 

Dr.  Pearlstien  read  a  paper  on  "Asclepias."  The  paper  was 
discussed  by  Dr.  Boskowitz,  who  considers  asclepias  as  a  strong 
and  powerful  drug.  He  says  that  by  the  addition  of  asclepias  to 
other  drugs  their  activity  is  increased. 

Dr.  Heeve  remarked  that  potassa  acetate  combined  with  asclep- 
ias acts  very  well  in  catarrhal  conditions,  specially  in  catarrh  of  the 
bladder,  but  the  persons  who  take  the  asclepias  must  stay  home 
and  not  expose  themselves. 

Dr.  Hyde  uses  asclepias  with  good  results  in  arterio-sclerosis, 
also  in  heart  diseases ;  its  action  increasing  the  peripheral  circu- 
lation. 
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Dr.  C.  W.  Brandenburg  believes  that  it  is  a  reinforcing  drug 
by  adding  it  to  other  drugs.  He  has  had  good  results  with  asclepias 
in  eczema.  He  remarks  also  that  asclepias  combined  with  euphrasia 
does  not  produce  sweating. 

Dr.  McDermott  uses  asclepias  with  bryonia  in  bronchitis  and 
when  fever  is  present  he  adds  aconite.  He  uses  the  infus.  of 
asclepias  ^i  to  a  quart  of  water,  of  which  he  gives  |i  doses.  He  men- 
tions also  that  he  has  had  constipation  from  its  use. 

Dr.  Hyde  says  that  he  had  the  same  results  as  Dr.  Pearlstien ; 
catharsis  from  the  use  of  asclepias. 

Dr.  Pearlstien  says  he  left  one  sedative  effect  of  asclepias  which 
he  did  not  mention,  and  this  is  in  teething,  when  he  combines  it 
with  chamomile. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  Dr.  Pearlstien  for  his  papers. 

The  society  then  adjourned. 

A.  Blaustein,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


{Selections 

Relief  in  Rheumatoid  Conditions. 

Dr.  Pettingill,  of  New  York  City,  under  the  head  of  'Intes- 
tinal Antisepsis,"  reports  some  excellent  experiences,  from  which 
the  following  is  selected : 

"Every  physician  knows  full  well  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  use  of  antikamnia  in  very  many  diseases,  but  a  number 
of  them  are  still  lacking  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  antikamnia 
in.  combination  with  various  remedies  has  a  peculiarly  happy  effect. 
Particularly  is  this  the  case  when  combined  with  salol.  Salol 
is  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  many  affections ;  and  its  usefulness 
seems  to  be  enhanced  by  combining  it  with  antikamnia.  The 
rheumatoid  conditions  so  often  seen  in  various  manifestations  are 
wonderfully  relieved  by  the  use  of  this  combination.    After  fevers, 
inflammation,  etc.,  there  frequently  remain  various  painful  and 
annoying  conditions  which  may  continue,  namely,  the  severe  head- 
aches which  occur  after  meningitis,  a  "stitch  in  the  side"  following 
pleurisy,  the  precordial  pain  of  pericarditis  and  the  painful  stiffness 
of  the  joints  which  remain  after  a  rheumatic  attack — all  these  con- 
ditions are  relieved  by  this  combination  called  "Antikamnia  and 
Salol  Tablets,"  containing  z\  grains  each  of  antikamnia  and  of 
salol  and  the  dose  of  which  is  one  or  two  every  two  or  three  hours. 
They  are  also  recommended  highly  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  b<5th 
acute  and  chronic  cystitis.    The  pain  and  burning  is  relieved  to  a 
marked  degree.    Salol  neutralizes  the  uric  acid  and  clears  up  the 
urine.    This  remedy  is  a  reliable  one  in  the  treatment  of  diarrhea, 
entero  colitis,  dysentery,  etc.    In  dysentery,  where  there  are  bloody, 
slimy  discharges,  with  tormina  and  tenesmus,  a  good  dose  of  sul- 
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phate  of  magnesia,  followed  by  two  antikamnia  and  salol  tablets 
every  three  hours,  will  give  results  that  are  gratifying." 


Suppressing  Intestinal  Putrefaction. 

Bacteriological  studies  have  demonstrated  that  the  Bulgarian 
ferment  is  the  true  antagonist  of  the  microbe  of  putrefaction  and 
of  the  intestinal  ferments.  Absorbed  by  our  organism,  the  Bul- 
garian ferment  modifies  advantageously  the  gastro-intestinal  fer- 
mentations. 

The  best  example  of  this  is  found  among  the  Oriental  popula- 
tions, who  daily  absorb  milk  curdled  by  this  ferment,  and  when 
visiting  the  East  the  traveller  is  struck  by  the  number  of  aged 
people  he  meets  who  are  perfectly  healthy  and  capable. 

"Fermenlactyl"  tablets  advantageously  replace  kephyr,  yog- 
hourt,  and  all  other  lactic  ferments;  and  have  no  superior  as  an 
antiseptic  for  suppressing  intestinal  putrefaction. 


The  Silicates  in  Pharmacy. 

The  November  meeting  of  the  New  York  branch  of  the  Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical  Association,  which  was  held  at  the  New  York 
College  of  Pharmacy,  was  opened  by  an  address  on  the  "Silicates 
in  Pharmacy,"  by  Prof.  H.  J.  Lohmann,  of  Jersey  City  whose  re- 
marks were  illustrated  by  numerous  specimens  of  the  different 
types  of  silicates.  The  first  specimen  shown  was  the  pure  silicic 
oxide  in  the  form  of  monoclinic  prisms  which  is  known  as  Chinese 
crystal  and  specimens  of  which  are  brought  to  this  country  by  the 
Chinese,  who  use  them  as  ornaments.  Professor  Lohmann  re- 
viewed the  various  silicates,  which  are  of  so  much  commercial  and 
technical  importance,  describing  their  general  characteristics,  their 
chemical  constitution  and  their  uses.  Among  the  substances  re- 
ferred to  and  exhibited  were  red  and  blue  granite,  calcium  silicates 
colored  with  ferric  and  ferrous  salts  respectively,  jade,  asbestos  and 
talc,  three  different  combinations  of  calcium,  silicon  and  magnesium; 
kaolin,  aluminum,  silicate;  mica  (silicate  of  aluminum,  iron  and 
magnesium)  ;  and  the  jewels,  garnet,  sapphire,  ruby,  emerald,  beryl, 
etc.  Professor  Lohmann  spoke  of  the  valuable  qualities  of  asbestos 
as  a  filtering  medium  and  said  that  he  was  carrying  on  experiments 
now  with  a  view  to  further  popularizing  the  use  of  this  agent.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  address  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
Professor  Lohmann  for  the  interesting  nature  of  his  address. — 
American  Druggist  and  Pharmaceutical  Record,  November  25,  1907. 

[We  are  glad  to  reprint  the  above  notice  and  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  announce  to  the  profession  that  Prof.  H.  J.  Lohmann 
fills  the  chair  of  bacteriology  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York.— Ed.] 
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Items 


Mrs.  Emma  E.  King,  mother  of  Secretary  Earl  H.  King,  of 
Saratoga,  is  dead. 


P.  Von  Lackum,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Germany  March  28,  1842, 
and  died  from  cerebral  hemorrhage  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  January 
19,  1908.  He  graduated  in  medicine  from  the  Physio-Medical  Col- 
lege at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1869.  From  this  time  on  he  practiced 
his  chosen  profession  in  Minnesota  until  the  fall  of  1888,  when  he 
located  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  where  he  enjoyed  a  large  practice  until  his 
death.  ^ 


Adam  B.  Wolf,  M.  D.,  has  opened  fine  offices  at  Xo.  50  Edsall 
avenue,  Ridgewood,  N.  Y. 


Dr.  J.  Glass,  of  Centreville  Station,  Sullivan  County,  N.  Y., 
writes  that  he  can  place  several  young  Eclectics  in  good  localities  in 
Sullivan  County. 


Is  your  paper  ready  for  the  state  meeting? 


We  expect  that  it  will  be  one  of  the  best  meetings  that  we  have 
held  in  years.   Admiral  "Tommy''  will  be  on  the  bridge. 


We  expect  many  visitors  from  neighboring  states  to  attend. 


The  meeting  place  will  be  the  City  Hall  as  Geological  Hall  is 
out  of  commission. 


The  Beachonian  social  was  a  great  success,  and  little  Miss 
Griel  proved  a  great  favorite. 


Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society  held  its  annual  meeting 
at  the  office  of  Dr.  M.  B.  Pearlstien,  No.  309  Hewes  street,  Brook- 
lyn, on  Wednesday  evening,  February  12.  The  attendance  was 
large  and  the  papers  excellent. 


We  are  glad  to  welcome  "The  Archives  of  Diagnosis,"  a  quar- 
terly journal  devoted  to  the  study  and  the  progress  of  diagnosis 
and  prognosis,  edited  by  Heinrich  Stern,  M.  D. 
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AD  VERTISEMENTS. 


Normal  Tinctures 

Their  Evolution 
and  Manufacture 

In  1870  the  late  William  S.  Merrell,  A.M.,  M.D., 
gave  to  Professor  John  M.  Scudder  the  pharma- 
ceutical data  contained  in  his  book  called  Specific 
Medication.  At  that  time  the  fluid  medicines  of  the 
Eclectic  school  were  known  as  Essential  Tinctures 
— preparations  which  were  certainly  in  advance  of 
the  times.  Gradually,  from  this  beginning,  the 
ethical  and  scientifically  correct  Normal  Tinctures 
were  developed. 

Upon  the  label  is  expressed  the  relation  which 
the  finished  Normal  Tincture  bears  to  the  crude 
drug  from  which  it  is  obtained.  PURITY,  CLEAN- 
LINESS and  EFFICIENCY  are  their  leading  char- 
acteristics. A  trial  in  practice  will  convince  any 
observant  medical  man  that  they  stand  pre-eminent 
in  all  those  qualities  so  essential  to  the  success  of 
the  physician.  The  labels  are  especially  designed 
to  aid  physicians  in  prescribing  according  to  specific 
indications.  The  dose,  frequency  of  administration 
and  direct  indications  are  upon  each  bottle.  How- 
ever, the  dose  of  a  remedy,  within  certain  limits, 
and  the  frequency  of  its  administration,  are  often 
questions  which  the  physician  must  decide,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment  and  experience. 


The  WrrL  S*  Merrell  Chemical  Co* 

Home  Offices  and  Laboratories : 
CINCINNATI 


Branches:   New  York  and  San  Francisco. 


The  Eclectic  Review 

Editor:  G.  W.  BOSKOWITZ,  ML  D. 


Vol.  XL  New  York,  March  15,  1908.  No.  3. 


New  York  State  Meeting. 

The  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  held 
one  of  the  most  successful  sessions  in  its  history  on  March  4  and  5 
in  the  City  Hall  at  Albany.  In  the  April  Review  we  shall  give  a 
full  and  complete  report  of  the  meeting,  together  with  President 
Thompson's  magnificent  address  and  some  of  the  papers  presented. 
The  following  report  taken  from  the  Albany  Argus  of  March  5  gives 
some  idea  of  the  work  presented  and  accomplished,  together  with 
the  names  of  the  newly  elected  officers : 

The  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  met  in 
its  48th  annual  meeting  in  the  common  council  chambers  in  the 
City  Hall  yesterday  morning,  afternoon  and  evening.  The  principal 
act  of  the  meeting  yesterday  was  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution  at  the  afternoon  session : 

^Whereas,  the  subject  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  has 
been  eliminated  from  the  licensing  examination  of  this  state,  we,  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  convention 
assembled,  desire  to  express  our  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  drugs  and 
organic  remedies  and  their  power  to  heal  the  sick,  and  we  would 
further  recommend  the  careful  study  and  restudy  of  the  vast  num- 
ber of  medicinal  plants  and  remedies  so  that  their  positive  specific 
indications  may  be  placed  before  the  entire  profession." 

The  resolutions  were  presented  by  Corresponding  Secretary 
G.  AY.  Boskowitz  and  were  unanimously  adopted.  President  G.  W. 
Thompson  delivered  his  annual  address  at  the  morning  session.  In 
it  he  deplored  the  measure  carried  by  last  year's  legislature  which 
took  from  the  organized  medical  societies  of  the  state  the  power  of 
recommending  medical  examiners.  In  referring  to  the  power  given 
to  the  educational  department  he  said  : 

"Too  great  power  centralized  in  a  political  department  which 
is  liable  to  change  is  dangerous  to  the  profession." 

President  Thompson  objected  to  the  judicial  power  which  the 
law  gives  to  the  board  of  regents.  He  made  a  strong  plea  for  the 
preservation  of  the  small  college.    He  referred  to  the  prosperity 
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of  the  society  and  its  good  financial  condition.  He  recommended 
civil  service  examinations  without  reference  to  school  for  positions 
in  public  institutions.  He  also  recommended  a  liberal  appropria- 
tion for  the  work  of  Commissioner  Porter. 

At  last  evening's  meeting  Drs.  G.  E.  Holmberg  and  L.  H. 
Warner  delivered  addresses  on  "Errors  of  Refraction  and  Their 
Effects  Upon  the  Nervous  System"  and  "Haematology,"  respec- 
tively, which  were  illustrated  with  stereopticon  views.  An  address 
on  "Bacteriology  in  Medicine"  was  also  delivered  by  Dr.  F.  Loh- 
man.    Other  papers  read  throughout  the  sessions  were : 

"Scabiosa  and  Ditany,"  Dr.  G.  Lloyd ;  "Suture  Material,"  Dr. 
O.  A.  Hyde ;  "Rheumatism  as  a  Disease  of  the  Nervous  System," 
Dr.  T.  T.  Sibley;  address,  J.  U.  Lloyd;  "The  Uterine  Curette  and  its 
Abuse,"  Dr.  M.  B.  Pearlstien;  "Hyoscyamus ,"  Dr.  M.  G.  McGinnis ; 
"Tongue  Indications,"  Dr.  H.  Harris;  "Prolapsus  of  Female  Ure- 
thra," Dr.  W.  L.  Heeve;  "Rectal  Fissure,"  Dr.  M.  Skou;  "Lycopus 
in  Goitre,"  Dr.  G.  W.  Boskowitz ;  "Season's  Remedies,"  Dr.  A.  A. 
Greenberg;  "A  Case  in  Practice,"  Dr.  H.  S.  Blackfan;  "Puerperal 
Septicaemia,"  Dr.  S.  A.  Hardy;  "Gastric  Ulcer,"  Dr.  V.  Sillo; 
"Chronic  Kidney  Disease,"  Dr.  Max  Meyer. 

The  following  officers  were  then  elected : 

President,  D.  E.  Ensign,  McGrawville ;  first  vice-president,  W. 
L.  Heeve,  Brooklyn ;  second  vice-president,  HX  Stoesser,  Union 
Course;  third  vice-president,  M.  Pearlstien,  Brooklyn;  treasurer, 
S.  A.  Hardy,  New  York  City;  secretary  E.  H.  King,  Saratoga; 
corresponding  secretary  G.  W.  Boskowitz,  New  York  City.  Board 
of  censors :  First  district,  G.  W.  Thompson ;  second  district,  W.  I. 
Louis;  third  district,  T.  W.  Pomroy;  fourth  district,  H.  S.  Blackfan; 
fifth  district,  A.  E.  Broga;  sixth  district,  M.  G.  McGinnis;  seventh 
district,  L.  E.  Horton ;  eighth  district,  L.  H.  Smith ;  college,  O.  A. 
Hyde. 


Watch  the  Schemers. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Review  attention  was  called  to  the 
almost  inconceivable  fact  that  active  efforts  were  being  made  in 
various  sections  of  the  country  to  secure  the  passage  of  a  law  to 
prevent  dispensing  of  drugs  by  physicians.  These  efforts  are  be- 
coming more  and  more  aggressive,  and  the  arguments  now  being 
presented  in  favor  of  such  a  law  are  numerous,  and  some  of  them 
so  cleverly  arranged  that  they  are  well  calculated  to  deceive  and 
secure  the  support  of  not  only  the  ordinary  layman,  but  the  average 
law  maker  as  well. 

Among  the  most  energetic  advocates  of  this  scheme  to  increase 
the  already  large  profits  of  the  retail  drug  stores  (which,  by  the 
way,  in  many  cases,  are  simply  patent  medicine  and  dope  shops) 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


63 


is  a  large  and  influential  western  drug  journal.  As  a  means  of  furthering 
its  efforts  to  secure  the  unjust  legislation  here  referred  to,  it  has 
issued  a  lengthy  circular  letter  to  be  distributed  by  the  retail  drug- 
gists to  their  lay  customers.  In  this  circular  all  sorts  of  absurd 
and  untruthful  statements  are  made,  and  appeals  to  the  laity  for 
their  support  presented  in  a  manner  and  with  an  ability  worthy 
of  a  better  cause. 

This  clever  westerner  in  his  circular  tells  the  people  that  it  is 
dangerous  to  allow  physicians  to  dispense  medicines — that  a  bad 
doctor  could  easily  poison  them  and  write  death  certificates  ascrib- 
ing the  cause  of  death  to  some  ordinary  disease,  and  that  their 
only  security  from  such  terrible  dangers  is  the  passage  of  a  law 
requiring  that  all  prescriptions  shall  ke.  compounded  by  a  reputable 
druggist.  This  wily  fellow  then  adds  that  even  the  most  conscien- 
tious doctor,  through  his  lack  of  pharmacal  knowledge,  might  do 
much  harm — a  thing  that  could  never  happen  if  the  doctors'  pre- 
scriptions were  always  reviewed  by  efficient  druggists. 

In  connection  with  this  matter  the  following  article  may  not 
prove  devoid  of  interest : 

A  short  time  ago  we  stepped  into  what  appeared  to  be  a  well- 
kept  drug  store  in  this  city  and  called  for  some  half-grain  tablets 
of  bichromate  of  potassium.  The  druggist,  a  man  about  fifty  years 
of  age,  said:  "You  mean  permanganate  of  potassium?"  We  in- 
sisted that  we  knew  what  we  wanted ;  he  then  informed  us  that  no 
such  tablets  are  made.  When  told  that  we  had  been  carrying  them 
and  dispensing  them  for  some  time  in  the  past  he  looked  wise  and 
said,  "I  never  heard  of  them." 

There  was  another  gentleman,  we  took  him  to  be  a  doctor,, 
in  the  store,  but  he  said  nothing,  though  he  appeared  to  be  deeply 
interested  in  the  conversation.  Finally  the  druggist  said :  "Why 
don't  you  prescribe  and  give  us  a  chance?" 

"There  are  several  good  reasons  why  we  do  not  prescribe," 
we  answered.  "The  first  is  that  so  often  the  druggist  don't  have 
just  what  we  prescribe  and  to  hold  his  trade  either  leaves  out  what 
he  hasn't  got  or  puts  in  something  the  I£  does  not  call  for."  This 
assertion  he  vehemently  disputed.  We  answered,  "Two  recent  ex- 
periences will  settle  the  question ;  one  prescription  called  for  iodide 
of  lime  (B.  C.  &  Co.),  one  dram  in  water  4  ounces.  It  went  to 
one  of  the  big  drug  stores  on  Olive  street  and  was  filled  and  labeled 
with  our  name  on  it  as  the  doctor.  At  our  next  visit  patient  no 
better ;  we  examined  the  medicine  and  found  it  was  not  what  we 
had  prescribed.  Took  the  bottle  and  went  to  the  drug  store  and 
asked  the  druggist  if  he  had  Billings,  Clapp  &  Co.'s  iodide  of  lime. 
He  answered,  No.  Our  next  question  was,  'You  usually  keep  it, 
don't  you?'  He  said,  'No,  sir;  this  is  the  first  call  we  ever  had  for 
it.'  Whipping  out  the  bottle,  we  asked,  'What  is  in  that  bottle/ 
He  went  and  got  the  I£,  and  coming  back,  said,  with  a  defiant  air, 
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'With  iodide  of  calcium.,  of  course,'  and  he  went  on  with  a  long 
explanation  which  did  not  explain  anything,  only  that  he  is  a 
scoundrel.  'This,'  we  said,  'is  why  we  don't  send  any  more  pre- 
scriptions to  this  drug  store.'  " 

Another  prescription  called  for  F.  E.  alnus  serrulatta  com- 
bined with  other  things.  The  I£  was  taken  to  the  drug  store  at 
one  of  the  largest  medical  colleges  in  St.  Louis  and  was  filled  by 
combining  the  two  other  ingredients  and  leaving  out  the  tag  alder. 
We  called  the  next  day  with  the  bottle  and  asked  to  see  the 
He  saw  his  mistake  and  admitted  he  had  never  before  heard  of  it, 
yet  he  had  filled  the  prescription.  "But  all  druggists  are  not  dis- 
honest, like  these,"  was  his  answer.  "Another  reason  is  that  many 
druggists  don't  know  enough  to  fill  a  prescription,"  we  said.  "For 
instance,  a  I£  for  sulphate  of  soda  (powdered)  went  to  three  stores 
and  could  not  be  filled.  Finally  the  party  went  to  a  large  store 
downtown  and  while  the  clerk  was  tying  up  the  package  the  party 
related  his  troubles,  and  the  clerk  simply  remarked,  "You  tell  your 
doctor  next  time  to  write  'Glauber's  salt'  and  every  druggist  in  the 
neighborhood  will  have  it  all  right." 

And  still  another  reason  is  that  too  many  of  the  druggists  talk 
too  much. 

To  illustrate:  -After  filling  a  prescription  a  drug  clerk  asked 
one  of  my  patrons  if  he  knew  this  doctor;  the  doctor's  age,  etc.,  and 
wound  up  by  cautioning  the  patron  to  be  sure  he  gave  no  more 
than  the  directions  callled  for,  "as  this  is  a  deadly  poison,  and  I 
was  really  afraid  to  put  it  up,"  etc.  Of  course,  this  patron  didn't  do 
a  thing  but  tell  our  patient  what  the  druggist  said  and  we  were  promptly 
discharged.  We  said,  "Now  I  seldom  write  a  prescription.''  '  "I 
don't  blame  you,"  said  Mr.  Druggist. 

The  foregoing  abstract  is  taken  from  an  editorial  published  in 
the  American  Medical  Journal,  and  it  may  well  be  commended  to 
the  thoughtful  consideration  of  all  physicians  who  send  prescrip- 
tions to  drug  stores,  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  druggists  who  are 
zealously  trying  to  convince  the  people  that  doctors  are  not  com- 
petent to  dispense  the  medicines  they  prescribe.  J.  W.  F. 


Original  Articles 


Annual  Address. 

BY   H.   ST0ESSER,   M.  D. 

Delivered  at  the  fifteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Kings  County  Eclectic 
Medical  Society,  February  12,  1908. 

My  Dear  Friends: 

In  behalf  of  the  Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society  I  again 
bid  you  welcome  to  this,  our  fifteenth  annual  meeting,  and  extend 
to  you  a  cordial  invitation  to  take  part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
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our  society,  and  also  into  the  discussions  of  the  essays  about  to 
be  read. 

In  assembling  again  at  this  time,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  note 
the  different  progressive  steps  which  have  been  made  for  the  good 
of  our  school  in  the  past  year. 

The  creation  and  adoption  of  the  one-board  bill — while  it 
leaves  out  the  most  important  branch  of  medicine,  materia  medica 
and  therapeutics — will  no  doubt  prove  a  credit  to  our  school,  for 
it  puts  our  student  to  the  outer  world  on  the  same  level  with  those 
of  any  other  school  of  medicine. 

The  important  additions  to  the  laboratories  and  the  increase 
in  number  of  instructors  and  teachers  iii^Our  school  is  bound  to 
bring  our  student  to  the  highest  perfection,  and  as  to  the  progress 
made  in  the  establishment  of  an  Eclectic  hospital  in  this  great 
borough,  it  will  be  but  a  short  time  before  we  will  welcome  all 
Eclectics  into  a  well  equipped  Eclectic  institution.  As  Eclectics,  we 
take  a  special  pride  in  the  advance  made  in  the  study  of  specific 
medications  and  the  administration  of  drugs  for  distinct  patho- 
logical conditions. 

I  would  ask  you  to  give  your  earnest  support  to  our  faculty 
and  college  by  influencing  all  high  school  graduates  and  others 
who  may  be  interested  in  the  study  of  medicine,  to  become  stu- 
dents of  our  college. 

I  also  wish  to  call  your  attention,  before  closing  my  remarks, 
to  our  coming  state  meeting,  which  will  be  held  at  Albany,  March 
4  and  5,  and  would  urge  you  all  to  be  present,  as  this  meeting 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  instructive  held  in 
years. 

I  hope  to  see  you  all  there,  and  thank  you  for  your  past  co-oper- 
ation. 


The  Eye  and  Its  Relation  to  the  Sympathetic  Nervous  System. 

BY  M.  B.  PEARLSTIEN,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Kings  County  Eclectic 
Medical  Society,  February  12.  1907. 

The  eye,  or  organ  of  vision,  is  considered  the  most  important 
of  the  organs  of  special  sense.  It  is  contained  in  the  cavity  of  the 
orbit  and  is  supplied  with  numerous  muscles,  vessels  and  nerves. 
In  a  healthy  state  it  can  be  turned  in  all  directions,  thus  permitting 
the  most  extensive  range  of  sight.  The  eye  is  one  of  the  most 
sensitive  organs,  and  through  its  relationship  with  the  sympathetic 
nervous  system  is  capable  of  disturbing  any  other  organ,  while  the 
reverse  may  also  be  true.  The  eye  may  be  compared  with  a  barom- 
eter. By  studying  the  eye  we  may  learn  whether  there  be  love 
or  hate,  truth  or   falsehood,    sympathy   or   apathy,   courage  or 
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cowardice,  happiness  or  despondency,  sanity  or  insanity.  We  may 
also  learn  whether  there  be  pain  or  disease,  oftentimes  the  nature  of 
same,  whether  acute  or  chronic. 

A  noted  specialist  on  internal  diseases  often  remarked  that  by 
noticing  the  appearance  and  condition  of  the  eyes  and  tongue  he 
could  successfully  prescribe  for  almost  any  disease. 

Posey  and  Spiller,  in  their  works  on  the  eye  and  the  nervous 
system,  in  speaking  of  the  normal  eye,  claim  the  following: 
"Equilibrium  and  physiological  relation  between  the  action  of  intra- 
ocular and  extraocular  muscles  shall  be  originated  and  sustained; 
nerve  stimulation  and  muscular  response  must  correspond."  The 
separate  muscles  of  the  eyes  do  not  co-ordinate  perfectly  unless 
they  have  normal  relationship  with  each  other  and  with  the  orbits 
themselves.  I  will  not  speak  of  the  numerous  eye  diseases  due  to 
traumatic,  septic  or  chemical  causes,  nor  will  I  speak  of  errors  of 
refraction  due  to  functional  abuse  of  the  eye.  I  desire  to  call  your 
attention  to  such  errors  of  refraction  and  neuralgic  pains  of  the 
eye  as  may  be  caused  by  reflex  phenomena. 

Morbid  states  of  the  central  and  sympathetic  nervous  systems 
are  so  well  known  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  allude  to  them  as 
some  of  the  important  factors  in  the  development  of  ocular  symp- 
toms. Reflex  neuralgias  of  the  eye,  errors  of  refraction  and  loss  of 
muscular  tone  may  develop  from  various  functional  or  organic 
diseases;  e.  g.,  paralysis  of  the  ocular  muscles  and  also  of  the 
lids  is  often  caused  by  diabetes  mellitus.  N.  D.  McDowell  reports 
a  number  of  cases  of  phlyctenular  inflammation  of  conjunctiva  and 
cornea,  due  to  disorders  of  the  digestive  tract.  Trigeminal  neu- 
ralgia will  often  cause  reflex  amaurosis.  Muscular  anomalies  of  the 
eye  as  well  as  errors  of  refraction  are  very  often  caused  by  reflex 
neuroses.  Austie  reports  several  cases  diagnosed  as  optic  neuralgia 
due  to  congested  ovaries.  Caries  of  the  teeth  is  a  frequent  source  of 
optic  neuralgia.  Chronic  diseases  of  organs  supplied  by  the  sym- 
pathetic nerves  are  capable  of  reflexly  disturbing  the  eye  and  its 
muscles.  Hasty  eating,  imperfect  mastication,  drinking  great  quan- 
tities of  ice  water,  resumption  of  mental  or  physical  work  while 
eating  or  immediately  thereafter  and  indifference  to  the  laws  of 
hygiene  are  also  causative  factors  in  diseases  of  the  eye. 

The.  sympathetic  nervous  system  consists  of  a  series  of  ganglia. 
Each  ganglion  is  regarded  as  a  distinct  center  and  in  addition  to 
its  branches  of  distribution,  it  receives  branches  of  communication 
from  other  ganglia,  and  from  the  cerebro-spinal  system.  The  white 
nerve  fibers  from  the  branches  of  communication  are  continuous 
with  those  of  the  spinal  system.  Thus  one  nerve  passes  from  the 
ganglion  to  the  cerebro-spinal  and  another  passes  from  the  cerebro- 
spinal to  the  sympathetic  ganglion.  In  this  way  impulses  are 
communicated  from  one  system  to  the  other. 
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Irritation  of  an  involuntary  organ  will  immediately  cause  a 
contraction  of  that  organ.  That  contraction  ;  will  disturb  the 
sympathetic  nervous  system  and  in  turn  will  be  reflected  to  every 
part  of  the  body,  particularly  to  extremely  sensitive  organs. 

The  carotid  and  cavernous  plexuses  give  off  numerous  fila- 
ments which  communicate  with  the  Gasserian  ganglion  and  with 
the  third,  fourth,  ophthalmic  division  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  nerves. 
Thus  one  can  readily  see  how  reflex  impulses  as  well  as  irritation 
from  any  sympathetic  organ  may  find  their  way  to  the  eye. 

There  are  many  valuable  signs  of  involven\enit  of  the  nervous 
apparatus  exhibited  by  the  eye. 

Convulsions,  whether  infantile,  epileptic  or  uremic,  will  be 
immediately  reflected  to  the  eyes,  because  of  the  sympathetic 
relationship.  Hallucinations  of  vision  are  often  due  to  reflex 
neuroses,  in  cases  of  neurasthenia  or  foreign  growths  in  the  abdom- 
inal or  pelvic  cavities.  Disorders  of  the  genito-urinary  organs, 
as  well  as  of  the  alimentary  canal,  will  sometimes  do  as  much  harm 
to  the  eye  as  the  functional  abuse  of  the  organ  itself  and  may  lead 
to  supra-orbital  or  to  ciliary  neuralgias. 

As  physicians,  I  consider  it  our  duty  to  obtain  a  complete  his- 
tory of  refractive  errors  and  neuralgias,  and  if  such  conditions  are 
due  to  causes  other  than  functional  abuse  or  traumatism,  to  correct 
and  relieve  these  conditions  by  proper  attention  to  those  organs 
which  are  responsible.  Do  not  be  too  hasty  in  sending  your  pa- 
tients to  the  oculist  because  of  asthenopia.  More  than  twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  cases  are  wearing  glasses  for  refractive  errors  without 
any  material  difference  so  far  as  headaches,  neuralgias  or  nervous- 
ness are  concerned,  while  a  goodly  portion  of  them,  after  being 
fitted  with  glasses,  are  worse  than  without  them,  to  say  nothing 
of  those  that  wear  glasses  for  cosmetic  purposes.  In  my  closing" 
remarks  I  would  urge  upon  you  to  impress  upon  your  patients  who 
need  glasses  the  necessity  for  having  their  eyes  thoroughly  exam- 
ined by  an  oculist  and  to  have  their  glasses  properly  fitted.  Warn 
your  patients  against  buying  their  glasses  from  the  counter  of  a 
department  store  or  from  a  jewelry  store,  as  these  people  know 
nothing  about  glasses  except,  probably,  the  profits  in  them. 

Much  more  may  be  said  regarding  the  eye  and  its  relation  to 
the  sympathetic  nervous  system,  but  I  have  purposely  confined 
these  remarks  to  the  emphasis  of  what  seems  most  logical,  leaving 
for  others  the  expansion  of  the  topic. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


In  an  instructive  paper  entitled  "The  Toilette  of  the  Stomach," 
in  the  Carolina  Medical  Journal,  Birchmore  treats  of  morning  gastric 
distress  due  to  morbid  duodenal  material  caught  by  the  duodenal  sphinc- 
ter and  regurgitating  into  the  stomach. — Medical  Summary. 
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Hints  from  the  Laboratory — (a)  Haematology;  (b)  Bacteriology. 

BY  L.  H.  WARNER,  A.  M.,  PH.  G.,  M.  D. 

Lecture  delivered  before  the  Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society, 
February  12,  1908. 

Mr.  President  and  Doctors  : 

Through  the  invitation  by  the  president  of  this  society,  it  is 
my  pleasure  to  be  with  you  upon  this  occasion.  The  close  student 
of  the  history  of  medicine  must  admit  that  the  medical  profession 
takes  up  the  teachings  of  its  various  departments  in  spontaneous 
and  at  other  times  spasmodic  fashion,  and  no  department  of  medi- 
cine has  suffered  more  unjust  censure  than  that  of  scientific  re- 
search, under  which  heading  I  class  haematology,  bacteriology, 
physiology  and  pathology.  Is  it  necessary  to  recapitulate  to  you  the 
life  history  of  such  savants  as  Jenner,  whose  vaccination  theory  was 
ridiculed  by  the  members  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons in  London  only  subsequently  to  be  generally  acknowledged 
as  one  of  the  most  efficient  prophylactic  measures.  With  what 
reception  did  the  antiseptic  teachings  of  Sir  Lister  meet?  The 
advent  of  Koch's  tuberculin  in  1888  was  hailed  with  delight  only  ic 
be  denounced  the  year  after,  still  this  event  proved  to  be  the  founda- 
tion stone  to  the  present  antitoxin  doctrine.  May  I  ask  you  to 
throw  aside  all  pathys  or  secular  schooling  and  scrutinize  with  me 
the  history  of  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  as  observed  in 
this,  the  twentieth  century,  and  after  careful  study  and  considera- 
tion render  me  your  true  verdict  as  to  whether  the  laboratory  and 
scientific  workers  have  laid  the  foundation  for  rational  medicine  and 
have  continued  and  daily  continue  to  be  one  of  the  most  efficien: 
adjuncts  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  or  not.  I  have 
already  referred  to  the  works  of  Jenner  and  Koch  both  have  directly 
contributed  to  medicine  and  surgery  and  the  latter  was  better  un- 
derstood after  Pasteur  and  Chevereul  in  1836  proved  that  animal 
solids  did  not  putrefy  or  decompose,  if  kept  free  from  the  access 
of  germs,  thus  suggesting  to  surgeons  that  the  putrefaction  which 
occurred  in  wounds  was  due  rather  to  the  entrance  of  something 
from  without  than  to  some  change  within.  This  led  later  on  to 
Pasteur's  method  of  pasteurization.  Citing  this  latter  instance  I  do 
not  intend  to  convey  to  your  minds  an^idea  that  germ  life  received 
its  impetus  at  this  time,  namely,  1832,  for  it  is  known  that  as  early 
as  610  B.  C,  Anaximander  of  Miletus  observed  that  animals  were 
formed  from  moisture.  In  Ovid's  metamorphoses,  disquisiting  upov 
the  pythagorean  philosophy  we  find  these  lines : 
By  this  sure  experiment  we  know 
That  living  creatures  from  corruption  grow,  etc. 
I  must  admit  that  the  aforegoing  statistics  rested  at  that  period 
merely  upopn  theory,  for  it  remained  for  Anthony  von  Leeuwen- 
hoeck,  an  optician  by  trade,  to  perfect  the  compound  microscope 
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in  1675,  and  with  this  discover}'  came  the  proving  of  Harvey's  'dis- 
covery of  the  circulation  of  the  blood.  Fully  two  hundred  years  in- 
tervened before  the  'study  of  cell  life  in  the  circulation  became  an 
important  factor  in  medicine  and  surgery.  Is  it  possible  for  our 
minds  to  conceive  the  amount  of  labor,  anxiety  and  self-privation 
it  required  in  these  200  years  to  make  it  possible  to  place  that 
branch  of  scientific  medicine  now  known  as  haematology  upon 
a  pedestal  of  an  exact  science?  Prior  to  entering  upon  a  short 
treatise  of  this  interesting  and  I  might  add  necessary  adjunct  to 
the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  as  practicedM:o-day,  let  me 
recall  to  your  memory  and  ask  you  to  answer  where  would  medicine 
and  surgery  stand  to-day  in  the  treatment  of  disease  had  scientific 
laboratory  work  failed  to  contribute  the  work  of  Pasteur  and  Vir- 
chow,  the  discovery  of  the  gonococus  by  Neisser,  the  tubercle 
bacillus  by  Koch,  the  typhoid  bacillus  by  Eberth,  etc.,  the  recog- 
nition of  the  malarial  parasite  in  the  blood,  and  other  eminent 
factors  equally  important  in  the  treatment  of  disease?  And  with 
all  such  factors  before  you  can  you  fail  to  render  a  verdict  other 
than  in  favor  of  laboratory  work?  In  my  daily  routine  work  I 
frequently  hear  physicians  say,  I  do  not  see  of  what  benefit  labora- 
tory work  is  to  me  in  my  practice.  No  more  condemning  utterance 
could  be  made  by  one  claiming  to  be  a  professional  man  and  a 
member  of  the  medical  profession,  for  even  the  laity  knows  that 
even  the  foundation  of  all  and  everything  in  medicine  rests  upon 
scientific  research.  If  you  have  patronized  some  laboratory  ex- 
pecting reliable  and  instructive  reports  of  blood,  urine,  histological, 
etc.,  examinations,  and  you  have  received  reports  giving  you  no 
light  whatever,  or  leading  to  differential  clinical  investigation,  then, 
rather,  admit  your  unreasonable  censure  might  be  due  to  the  fact 
that  you  entrusted  such  work  to  incompetent  parties.  You  must 
readily  admit  that  the  few  months'  study  at  the  medical  college  in 
the  branches  of  pathology  and  bacteriology  does  not  create  an  ex- 
pert by  the  time  of  graduation.  How  much  are  you  taught  of 
haematology  aside  from  the  estimation  of  haemoglobin  count  of  red 
and  white  cells,  recognition  of  malarial  parasite  during  your  college 
course,  and  how  much  time  have  you  devoted  to  its  study  since 
entering  into  office?  If,  in  the  face  of  such  facts,  you  will 
accept  reports  from  laboratories  where  young  graduates  do  the 
work,  then  you  might  as  well  accept  it  to  be  proper  to  call  the  new 
graduate  as  consultant  in  grave  diseases  or  to  perform  the  most: 
delicate  operations.  As  the  expert  surgeon  and  consulting  phys- 
ician becomes  expert  through  his  untiring  devotion  and  study  of 
his  or  her  particular  specialty,  thus  fitting  them  to  become  experts, 
so  the  laboratory  worker  must  devote  his  life  to  laboratory  work 
only  to  become  efficient  and  of  value.  Reports  from  the  board  of 
health  laboratory  may  be  taken  for  what  they  are  worth  after  one 
has  had  the  opportunity  to  observe  the  working  staff.   You  all  have 
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had  blood  examinations  made  but  for  what  purpose?  Merely  to 
learn  of  the  degree  of  anaemia  present.  If  such  should  be  the 
report  what  then?  Iron  or  other  tonic  medication,  hygienic  and 
dietetic  measures,  etc.?  Or  would  it  be  more  reasonable  to  study 
the  anaemic  blood  and  if  possible  determine  the  causative  factors? 
The  former  method  of  report  cannot  be  classified  as  haematology, 
for  it  represents  nothing  more  or  less  than  gauging  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  the  blood.  Haematology  did  not  become  an  exact 
science  until  1884.  My  former  preceptor  and  teacher,  Prof.  R.  von 
Limbeck,  I  believe,  was  the  first  one  to  explain  away  various  in- 
accuracies and  doubts  which  accompanied  the  work  and  teachings 
of  Hayem,  Ehrlich,  Howell,  Bruckner  and  others.  It  was  he  who 
instilled  into  me  the  love  for  scientific  research,  and  after  years  of 
almost  fatherly  care,  kindness  and  devotion,  I  was  enabled  through 
his  very  kind  efforts  to  continue  my  line  of  studies  under  the  guid- 
ance of  the  greatst  savant  of  the  present  age,  Prof.  A.  Metchinkoff, 
at  the  Pasteur  Institute  in  Paris,  he,  the  father  of  the  leucocytic 
and  phagocytic  theories.  I  can  only  attempt  to  recite  to  you  this 
evening  part  of  the  teachings  I  received  at  the  hands  of  my  illus- 
trious teachers,  and  I  trust  you  will  pardon  my  assumption  at  such 
an  attempt.  Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  that  alterations  in  the 
cellular  structure  of  the  blood  occur  upon  the  slightest  provocation ; 
have  you  not  all  been  taught  regarding  different  leucocytoses  due 
to  shock,  to  digestive  disorders,  infection  or  inflammation?  If  so, 
may  I  ask  you  to  answer  to  yourselves  what  comprises  shock,  does 
it  include  fright,  fear?  And  if  so,  does  the  exhibition  of  a  surgical 
needle,  lancet  or  other  instrument  for  the  puncturing  of  the  lobe  of 
the  ear  or  point  of  finger  cause  your  patient  to  become  frightened? 
To  what  extent  does  such  fright  exhibit  itself  in  the  blood?  Have 
you  studied  the  velocity  of  resorption  and  absorption?  If  so,  will 
you  allow  that  the  cleansing  of  the  place  you  intend  to  puncture 
for  your  blood  specimen  with  soap  or  alcohol,  by  friction,  etc.,  will 
cause  slight  alterations  in  your  blood  specimen?  If  you  have  any 
doubts  convince  yourself  by  test.  In  taking  the  blood  I  use  a  mild 
spray  of  ethyl  chloride,  first,  it  is  an  antiseptic ;  second,  it  is  cleans- 
ing and  removes  all  fatty  substances:  third,  it  is  a  local  anaesthetic. 
For  puncturing  I  use  a  blood  needle,  known  as  such,  and  obtainable 
from  almost  any  surgical  instrument  house.  In  its  working  iv 
resembles  a  diminutive  scarificator,  and  it  can  be  adjusted  to  make 
a  small  or  large  puncture,  as  desired.  The  method  of  collecting 
the  blood  and  its  manipulation  to  determine  the  hemoglobin,  red 
and  white  cells,  is  too  well  known  to  permit  its  recapitulation  at 
this  time.  Having  established  the  percentage  of  hemoglobin  and 
made  a  count  of  both  the  red  and  white  cells,  be  sure  you  under- 
stand how  to  differentiate  between  the  degrees  of  anemia  and 
chlorosis;  be  sure  to  take  into  consideration  the  medication  em- 
ployed twenty-four  hours  before  the  blood  test.     Blood,  unlike 
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other  tissues,  is  restricted  in  its  independence,  it  is  subservient  to 
other  tissues,  especially  the  nuclei.  The  origin  and  production  of 
its  cellular  elements  is  a  deep  and  interesting  subject  upon  which 
I  trust  I  may  address  you  at  some  future  meeting.  The  reproduc- 
tion of  its  cellular  elements  occurs  in  specific  organs,  and  the  integ- 
rity of  its  intercellular  or  fluid  part  is  dependent  upon  the  general 
systemic  metabolism,  the  state  of  the  fixed  tissues  and  the  proper 
maintenance  of  circulation.  Diseases  of  the  blood  are/ndt  primarily 
disorders,  but  rather  are  the  results  of  underlying  derangements  of 
other  structures.  In  anaemias  the  reduction  of  the  hemoglobin  and 
red  cells  runs  approximately  alike,  while  in  chlorosis,  which  in  fact 
represents  a  primary  or  essential  anemia,  the  decrease  of  hemog- 
lobin is  in  percentage  twice  that  of  the  red  cells.  The  study  of  the 
histological  structure  of  the  red  cells  is  of  great  importance  and  to 
be  able  to  explain  the  cause  of  any  morphological  changes  we  should 
know  the  medication  employed  prior  to  the  blood  test.  Thera- 
peutic agents  like  mercury  and  the  iodides  cause  rapid  and  frequent 
changes  in  the  size  and  number  of  the  red  as  well  as  the  white 
cells.  Crenated  cells  should  receive  special  study.  If  the  latter 
appear  to  possess  amoeboid  movement,  it  is  a  sure  sign  of  infection 
of  either  malignant  growths  or  syphilis.  In  this  latter  condition 
the  impoverished  condition  of  the  blood  is  improperly  termed  as 
an  anemia,  for  it  really  represents  a  syphilitic  chlorosis  superin- 
duced by  the  external  or  internal  administration  of  mercury.  Re- 
garding the  blood  in  syphilis  Konried  (International  Dermatolog- 
ical  Congress,  1892)  says:  During  first  to  seventh  week  the  red 
corpuscles  remain  normal,  the  hemoglobin  falls  ten  to  twenty  per 
cent,  and  continues  to  sink  until  treatment  begins  and  causes  a 
slight  decrease  of  the  red  corpuscles.  The  aforegoing  thoroughly 
represents  a  chlorotic  condition.  Newman  and  Conreid  (Wiener 
Klinsche  Wochenschrift,  1893,  No.  19)  find  decrease  of  hemoglobin, 
but  not  of  red  corpuscles,  and  Lezius  (Inang.  Dissert.  Dor.  pat. 
1889)  corroborates  the  formers'  views.  Justus  (Verhandlung  des 
5  Congress  d.  dermatol  Gesellschaft,  Sept.,  1895),  states  inunctions 
of  mercury  are  followed  by  a  marked  fall  in  hemoglobin  owing  to 
the  action  of  mercury  on  the  weakened  red  corpuscles.  A  favor- 
able prognostic  sign  in  the  blood  is  the  appearance  of  poikilocytes. 
Of  late  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  make  a  series  of  blood  examina- 
tions in  surgical  cases  for  which  opportunities  I  owe  my  thanks 
to  Drs.  E.  H.  Muncie,  of  this  borough.  The  doctors  being  present 
here  this  evening  will  have  an  opportunity  to  tell  you  personally 
their  views  as  to  the  value  of  blood  examinations  in  surgical  cases 
prior,  during  and  after  the  operation.  Having  touched  upon  the 
subject  of  syphilis  in  the  preceding  lines  I  take  the  liberty,  with  the 
permission  of  Dr.  Muncie,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  enlarged 
microscopic  reproductions  of  the  blood  of  case  2139,  2140,  2141 
(the  three  numbers  appertaining  to  the  same  case,  but  represent- 
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ing  the  record  number  of  the  three  blood  examinations  made  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  W.,  operated  upon  on  January  23,  1908,  for  the 
removal  of  hemorrhoids  by  Dr.  Muncie. 

The  blood  examinations  read  as  follows : 

First  examination  (during  anesthesia  and  before  operation)  : 

Hemoglobin    60% 

Red  cells    3,500,000 

White  cells    13,000 

Patient's  nervous  condition  is  shown  by  count  of  4%  Eosino- 
phils. Crenated  amoeboid  cells  are  found  in  blood  field,  denoting 
syphilis  (dormant). 

Second  examination  (after  dilating  rectum)  : 

Hemoglobin    60% 

Red  cells    3,900,000 

White  cells    11,000 

You  note  we  have  an  increase  in  both  hemoglobin  and  red  cells, 
and  also  find  a  reduction  of  eosinophiles  of  2%.  To  what  will  you 
attribute  this  change?  Let  me  state  first  that  anesthesia  has  abso- 
lutely no  influence  upon  the  cellular  construction  of  the  blood; 
secondly,  that  I  have  observed  that  in  all  cases  where  dilation  of 
the  rectum  was  resorted  to  results  were  always  alike,  to  wit :  An 
instantaneous  increase  of  hemoglobin  and  red  cells,  indi- 
cating activity  of  the  hemotopoietic  organs.  Microscopically, 
poikilocytes  appeared  in  each  blood  field,  and  the  red  cells  assumed 
rounded  form,  and  these  favorable  conditions  remained  permanent. 
In  other  words,  dilatation  tends  to  increase  the  oxygen-carrying 
function  and  carbonic  acid  elimination  of  the  erythrocytes.  Right  here 
I  plead  guilty  of  having  at  some  time  prior  rendered  hasty,  unjusti- 
fiable judgment  against  the  dilating  practice;  have  you  not  done 
likewise  on  some  prior  occasion,  not  alone  appertaining  to  dilating, 
but  also  as  I  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  paper,  rendered 
unfair  judgment  against  research  and  laboratory  work.  Ocular 
proof  and  clinical  evidence  remove  all  doubts,  and  these  factors  have 
converted  my  convictions  from  a  doubtful  to  a  positive  and  enthu- 
siastic phase.  The  third  and  final  blood  examination  in  this  case 
made  after  cessation  of  anesthesia  and  after  completion  of  operation 
gave  the  following  results : 

Hemoglobin    70% 

Red  cells    4,000,000 

White  cells    9,500 

This  demonstrates  a  further  increase  in  hemoglobin  and  red 
cells,  although  the  crenated  amoeboid  cells  remain  as  pathological 
factors  in  each  field.  Only  by  co-operation  can  such  data  be  estab- 
lished and  can  the  value  of  scientific  laboratory  work  be  demon- 
strated.   Time    will  not  permit  to  go  into  details  as  to  the  origin 
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of  the  white  cells,  the  meaning  of  their  variformed  nuclei  and 
granulations,  but  may  it  be  impressed  upon  your  minds  to  test  the 
value  of  blood  examination  whenever  opportunity  affords.  Aside 
from  examinations  of  the  blood,  urine,  feces,  stomach  contents, 
histological  specimens,  etc.,  bacteriological  examinations  become 
daily  of  greater  importance  especially  so  since  the  value  of  bacterial 
vaccines  as  therapeutic  agents  has  been  demonstrated.  The  read- 
ings of  the  opsonic  indices  are  most  instructive  and  practical  guides 
for  the  physician  and  surgeon.  I  trust  I  may  be  afforded  the  oppor- 
tunity to  address  you  on  this  latter  subject  at  a  later  date. 
473  Franklin  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Condurango. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,  A.  B.,  M.  D. 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  two-fold :  one  is  to  take  a  "whack" 
(if  the  word  "whack"  is  not  satisfactory  to  my  readers,  let  my 
literary  friends  supply  another)  at  therapeutic  nihilists  and  thera- 
peutic pessimists;  and  the  other  object  is  to  call  attention  again  to 
a  remedy  which  ought  to  receive  more  study. 

In  modern  medical  education  comparatively  little  time  is  given 
to  the  study  of  materia  medica,  in  fact,  the  great  state  of  New 
York  has  declared  that  materia  medica  is  of  no  consequence  at  all ; 
so  why  burn  midnight  oil — the  legislative  sages  certainly  ought  to 
know,  and  the  pity  of  it  is  that  so  many  physicians  at  large  seem 
inclined  and  take  up  therapeutic  nihilism  gladly.  The  medical 
"cacatoos"  (here  is  another  chance  for  my  friends  to  get  their  heads 
together,  and  find  out  what  is  a  medical  cacatoo  and  how  to  become 
one)  say:  "What  is  the  use  prescribing  when  Osier  said  so  and  so 
— if  he  does  not  use  drugs  why  should  we?"  A  very  favorite  saying 
with  the  medical  pessimist  is :  "O  give  him  something,  it  does  not 
matter  much,  nature  will  have  to  take  its  course" — and  nature  does 
take  its  course,  and  in  time  another  job  for  the  undertaker. 

Some  years  ago  (in  1893  or  1894)  I  reported  of  my  experiments 
with  "condurango"  in  cancer  of  the  stomach  (in  Scudder's  Eclectic 
Medical  Journal)  and  my  article  on  condurango  was  not  received 
with  very  much  favor  then. 

The  fact  nevertheless  is  that  condurango  promotes  in  the  tumor 
of  the  stomach  wall,  the  development  of  connective  tissue,  and  I 
believe  the  healing  of  carcinoma  of  the  stomach,  by  thickening  of 
connective  tissue,  to  be  quite  possible. 

The  experiments  with  condurango  in  cancer  of  the  stomach 
have  shown  me  that  it  reduces  the  pains  in  the  stomach,  controls 
the  vomiting  and  increases  the  appetite. 

We  had  cases  on  condurango  where  the  symptoms  were  all 
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typical :  extensive  steady  vomiting,  cachexia  of  long  standing,  pains 
in  the  stomach,  development  of  a  tumor  in  the  epigastrium,  or  large 
lumpy  tumor  in  the  pylorus. 

In  nearly  all  cases,  where  the  tumors  were  palpable,  a  distinct 
diminution  took  place,  finally  resulting  in  complete  disappearance 
of  the  tumOr  in  some  cases. 

It  is  remarkable  how  quickly  the  pains  were  reduced  in  those 
cases,  followed  by  entire  disappearance  of  nausea  and  vomiting. 

While  I  have  been  using  until  lately  a  wine  of  condurango, 
prepared  from  the  genuine  bark  of  condurango  and  madeira  wine 
by  maceration  (10  per  cent,  of  the  bark) — in  Europe  they  add 
2  per  cent,  solution  of  citrate  of  iron  to  this  wine.  I  have  now 
also  tried  the  use  of  "condurangin,"  the  active  principle,  hypo- 
dermically,  with  very  satisfactory  results. 

Condurango  is  a  climbing  vine,  which  much  resembles  in  its 
habits  the  grapevine  of  our  forests.  It  mostly  clings  to  the  trunks 
of  the  largest  and  tallest  trees,  winding  itself  around  them  in  many 
different  ways. 

There  are  two  varieties  of  this  vine,  the  yellow  and  the  white. 
Both  possess  the  same  medicinal  properties,  and  the  bark  is  the 
part  possessing  most  medicinal  virtues  and  is  the  part  to  be  used. 
It  belongs  to  the  natural  order  of  asclepiadaceae. 

The  analysis  of  the  bark  gives:  moisture  8,  mineral  substance 
12,  vegetable  matter  8o. 

The  vegetable  matter  consists  of:  fatty  matter  7.0,  yellow 
resin  2.7,  gum  and  starch  0.5,  and  a  yellow  and  brown  coloring 
matter  126;  woody  fiber  57.2.  The  active  principle  condurangine 
was  discovered  by  Walpias  and  is  soluble  in  alcohol  and  water. 

And  now,  my  nihilistic,  therapeutic  friends,  rise  in  all  your 
might  and  force,  and  see  if  you  can  destroy  me.  Why — it  is 
ridiculous. — you  can  say,  who  ever  heard  of  anything  reducing  the 
pains  in  cancer  of  the  stomach,  when  even  morphine  fails !  Reduce 

the  size  of  the  tumor — why  that  is  a  ,  but  why  go  any  farther, 

be  merciful  to  me,  a  poor  therapeutic  sinner — and  try  condurango 
yourselves,  not  only  in  cancer  of  the  stomach,  but  in  many  other 
stomach  affections  and  see  results. 

608  Eastern  Parkway. 


Collinsonia  is  claimed  to  give  excellent  results  in  sore  throat,  and 
cough  induced  by  the  overuse  of  the  voice ;  given  in  doses  of  from  10 
to  15  drops  of  a  reliable  fluid  extract  every  two  or  three  hoursT^- 
Medical  Summary. 
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.Materia  .Medic a  and  Therapeutics 

EDITED  BY 

JOHN   WILLIAM!   FYFE,  WL.  D. 
Short  Articles  giving  definite  indications  for  remedies  are  solicited,  and  may  be  sent  to  Dr.  J.  V.  FYFE,  Saugatnek,  Ct 
'  ^  Q  

The  Third  Row  in  My  Medicine  Case. 

NO.  III.  CALCAREA  SULPHURICA — CALCIUM  SULPHATE. 

The  remedy  here  referred  to  is  the  sulphate  of  calcium  tritur- 
ated with  sugar  of  milk. 

While  this  agent  is  not  as  frequently  indicated  as  are  some  of 
the  tissue  salts,  it  often  constitutes  a  medicament  of  more  than 
ordinary  usefulness.  It  exerts  its  greatest  and  most  beneficial  in- 
fluence in  conditions  characterized  by  purulent  discharges  from 
mucous  membranes  or  by  purulent  exudations  in  serous  sacs.  In 
tubercular  ulcers  and  in  abscesses  of  the  intestines  it  is  a  remedy 
*of  considerable  value.  In  suppurations,  when  employed  at  the  stage 
in  which  pus  is  being  discharged,  calcarea  sulphurica  has  been 
found  useful,  and  in  all  diseases  in  which  the  process  of  discharge 
continues  too  long,  and  the  suppuration  is  affecting  the  epithelial 
tissue,  it  is  used  with  advantage.  Dr.  J.  C.  Morgan  says  that  the 
sulphate  of  calcium  has  an  especial  action  on  the  connective  tissue, 
and  that  if  there  is  a  deficiency  of  the  salt  in  any  part  of  the  body 
suppuration  is  likely  to  follow.  He  also  says,  "The  presence  of  pus 
with  a  vent  is  the  most  prominent  indication  for  the  exhibition  of 
the  sulphate  of  calcium." 

Calcarea  sulphurica  is  an  efficient  remedy  in  that  unpleasant 
condition  commonly  known  as  "scald-head,"  especially  when  there 
is  a  purulent  discharge,  or  yellow  purulent  crusts.  In  the  latter 
stage  of  ulcerated  sore  throat,  especially  when  there  is  a  discharge 
of  yellowish  matter,  it  is  also  of  value,  and  in  the  suppurative  stage 
of  tonsillitis  it  is  believed  to  be  a  curative  agent  of  superior  merit. 
Its  action  in  the  unpleasant  condition  which  often  causes  festers, 
boils  and  pimples  in  many  young  persons,  it  is  decidedly  corrective, 
and  its  power  of  restraining  the  suppurative  process  is  often  of 
value  in  healing  suppurating  wounds. 

In  croup,  when  the  stage  of  exudation  has  passed  and  the  hard 
membrane  has  softened,  but  a  tough  mucus  still  accumulates  in  the 
throat,  it  is  often  useful  as  a  means  of  removing  the  mucus  and 
changing  the  croupus  to  a  catarrhal  cough.  In  ordinary  colds, 
especially  when  there  is  a  yellowish-green  expectoration,  or  a 
purulent  expectoration  tinged  with  blood,  its  administration  im- 
proves the  condition  of  the  mucous  glands.  In  purulent  diarrhea, 
when  the  stools  are  mixed  with  blood,  as  well  as  in  dysentery, 
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when  the  discharges  are  purulent  and  sanious  in  character,  the 
sulphate  of  calcium  has  frequently  proved  an  efficient  remedial 
agent. 

Dr.  Betts  has  found  calcarea  sulphurica  useful  in  extravasation 
of  pus  within  the  pelvic  tissues  unconfined  by  a  pyogenic  mem- 
brane, and  also  as  a  means  of  shortening  the  suppurating  process 
and  limiting  the  discharge  of  pus.  It  is  deemed  an  efficient  remedy 
in  the  treatment  of  wrongs  of  the  female  reproductive  organs,  and 
when  the  menses  are  delayed  or  continue  an  unusually  long  time,  it 
has  been  employed  with  much  benefit. 

Evidently  the  sulphate  of  calcium  should  receive  a  much  more 
careful  study  than  has  yet  been  given  to  it,  for  even  the  homeo- 
pathic indications  which  have  been  published  are  somewhat  vague 
and  uncertain.  The  following  indications,  taken  from  Fyfe's 
Modern  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  will  suggest  the  lines 
along  which  this  remedy  may  be  profitably  studied  : 

''Scald-head  accompanied  by  purulent  discharge  or  yellow  puru- 
lent crusts ;  deep-seated  ulcers  of  the  cornea ;  cold  in  the  head,  with 
thick,  yellowish,  purulent  secretion;  tongue  flabby  and  resembling 
a  layer  of  dried  clay,  with  a  yellow  coating  at  base ;  suppurating 
sore  throat ;  pus-like,  slimy  discharge  from  the  bowels ;  purulent 
exudations  in  or  upon  the  skin  ;  purulent  sores  and  suppurations." 

The  dose  of  the  third  trituration  of  the  sulphate  of  calcium 
is  from  five  to  fifteen  grains,  but  its  best  effects  are  usually  obtained 
by  prescribing  it  as  follows:  I>  Calcarea  sulphurica,  3X,  gr.  xx  to 
5i  ;  water,  §iv.    Teaspoonful  every  hour. 


Lobelia  Inflata. 

BY  JOHN   ALBERT  BURNETT,   M.  D. 

There  are  several  species  of  lobelia,  but  lobelia  inflata  is  the 
one  most  commonly  used  and  the  most  important.  Lobelia  is  a 
non-toxic  agent,  but  like  all  other  substances,  could  cause  death  in 
some  conditions  when  improperly  used.  Any  person  knows  that 
there  are  conditions  in  which  our  ordinary  food,  when  improperly 
used,  could  cause  death.  Anyone  that  does  not  know  anything 
about  lobelia  can  take  some  of  the  "standard  authorities"  and  read 
what  they  have  to  say  about  it  and  they  would  almost  be  afraid 
to  keep  it  on  hand,  much  less  use  it.  They  can  turn  on  over  to 
prussic  acid  and  the  same  "standard  authority"  will  praise  it  highly 
for  various  conditions,  and  say  but  little  about  its  toxic  effect. 

The  indications  for  lobelia  are  given  by  Scudder  as  follows : 
"Full,  oppressed  pulse,  oppression  of  the  chest  with  difficult  respir- 
ation." The  uses  as  given  by  Scudder  are  in  minute  doses  a  vascu- 
lar stimulant.    A  single  large  dose  relieves  angina  pectoris  and 
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diseases  of  the  chest  of  a  similar  character.  Lobelia  favors  dilatation 
of  the  cervix  uteri  in  parturition,  and  is  specific  for  rigid  os. 
Scudder  recommends  specific  lobelia  in  from  one-drop  doses  up  to 
half  a  dram  as  needed.  According  to  my  experience  there  are  many 
cases  in  which  the  dose  should  be  less  than  a  dv6p^  Scudder  says: 
"This  is  the  remedy  for  the  oppressed  pulse,  sense  of  weight  and 
oppression  in  precordium  or  chest,  and  in  obstetric  practice  in 
rigidity  of  os  and  perineum,  with  fullness  of  tissue  and  inefficient 
pains,  and  with  sense  of  oppression.  It  is  especially  the  remedy  in 
asthenic  bronchitis  of  the  child,  with  increased  secretion.  In  obstet- 
ric practice  we  give  it  to  slight  nausea,  and  in  pulmonary  and 
cardiac  congestion  a  full  dose  of  half  a  teaspoonful.  In  rigidity  of 
the  os  uteri  this  agent  is  effectual  when  the  uterine  os  is  thick, 
doughy  and  unyielding;  for  thin,  sharp,  unyielding  os,  gelsemium 
is  the  remedy.  No  remedy  is  of  more  value  in  the  various  spasms 
of  childhood  and  in  spasmodic  asthma." 

The  oil  of  lobelia  is  not  a  very  staple  article,  but  is  said  not  to 
be  so  nauseating  as  other  preparations  of  lobelia.  In  speaking  of 
the  oil  of  lobelia  Lloyd  has  the  following  to  say:  "Shake  well  before 
using.  This  contains  a  concrete  oil  that  often  hardens,  but  which 
should  be  employed.  In  cold  weather  it  thickens.  Warm  if  it 
thickens.  Do  not  filter."  Most  physicians  who  use  the  oil  of  lobelia 
triturate  it  with  sugar  of  milk.  Since  it  has  been  learned  that  the 
oil  of  horsemint  will  prevent  the  nauseating  and  emetic  effect  of 
lobelia  I  think  it  will  be  used  more  freely  in  the  future  than  it  has 
been  in  the  past.  Lobelia  is  the  best  general  relaxant  we  have. 
On  account  of  the  great  relaxing  effect  of  lobelia  one  can  readily 
see  its  great  range  of  usefulness.  When  it  is  used  as  a  general 
relaxant  it  is  used  in  large  doses,  but  in  cases  of  disease  where 
local  relaxation  is  needed,  small  doses  act  only  on  the  diseased 
part — as,  for  instance,  in  bronchitis  small  doses  would  have  a 
relaxing  effect  on  the  bronchial  tubes  without  having  it  on  all  other 
parts  of  the  body.  And  again  in  spasmodic  conditions  of  the 
bowels,  such  as  colic,  etc.,  small  doses  will  relieve  by  producing 
local  relaxation.  The  action  of  small  doses  of  lobelia  can,  to  a 
certain  extent,  be  directed  to  certain  parts  by  combining  it  with 
other  remedies ;  as,  for  instance,  with  crawley  or  asclepias  in  hot 
water,  it  acts  on  the  skin  as  a  diaphoretic,  etc.,  When  a  systemic 
relaxing  emetic  is  needed  lobelia  has  no  superior.  It  is  the  quickest 
acting  emetic  that  I  have  ever  used.  For  quick  emetic  effect  I 
prefer  the  powdered  herb  mixed  with  water,  and  then  warm  water 
drank  very  freely.  If  there  is  much  acid  in  the  stomach  always 
add  some  sodium  bicarbonate  to  lobelia  when  used  as  an  emetic. 
The  entire  plant  of  lobelia  has  the  same  action.  Some  physicians 
prefer  to  use  the  herb  and  some  prefer  the  seed,  and  others  use  the 
seed  for  adults  and  the  herb  for  children.    In  most  all  cases  I  prefer 
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the  herb.  I  find  the  herb  in  powder  form  acts  best.  I  like  it  better 
than  the  tincture  or  fluid  extract. 

There  is  a  concentration  of  lobelia  called  lobelin  which  is  a 
very  good  preparation,  especially  when  used  for  its  influence  on  the 
liver.  Large  doses  of  lobelin  is  more  apt  to  act  as  a  purgative  than 
emetic,  and  as  a  rule  lobelin,  like  the  oil  of  lobelia,  usually  causes 
less  nausea,  and  is  slower  in  its  emetic  effect. 

The  opposite  of  lobelia  is  nux  vomica — they  antidote  each  other. 
Nux  vomica  takes  up  slack  in  all  parts  of  the  body,  while  lobelia 
causes  relaxation.  These  two  drugs  cover  a  very  wide  range  of 
usefulness,  and  one  or  the  other  is  often  indicated. 

Auburn,  Ark. 


Go  Slow. 

Just  how  a  man  can  crowd  so  much  real  sound  common  sense 
and  truth  into  a  short  article  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  following 
editorial  taken  from  Clinical  Medicine  is  a  problem  not  easily  solved. 
But,  then,  the  "think  tanks"  of  the  editorial  staff  of  that  journal  are 
continually  running  over  with  wonderfully  good  things : 

"Go  slow  in  the  use  of  intraspinal — or  intravenous — injections 
of  magnesium  sulphate  in  the  treatment  of  tetanus.  A  late  report 
of  four  cases  treated  in  this  manner  showed  three  deaths,  while  the 
single  recovery  was  in  a  case  which  the  reporter  believed  would 
have  recovered  without  the  treatment. 

"Go  slow  in  your  advocacy  or  use  of  rectal  anesthesia.  One 
case  reported  showed  that  death  resulted  from  necrosis  of  the  large 
intestines,  as  the  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  vapor  of  the 
anesthetic  upon  the  tissues.  Besides  this,  how  are  you  going  to 
stop  the  action  of  the  anesthetic  when  it  has  already  been  injected 
into  the  bowel,  and  the  patient  shows  signs  of  having  had  enough? 

"Go  slow  in  your  use  of  chloroform  and  ether,  without  a  skilled 
and  fully  competent  anesthetist  in  charge.  A  physician  in  New 
Hampshire  has  just  been  assessed  in  damages  for  the  death  of  a 
patient  to  whom  he  was  administering  an  anesthetic  during  con- 
finement, he  having  no  assistance. 

"Go  slow  in  administering  hypodermic  injections  of  morphine 
to  patients  writhing  in  pains  of  hepatic  or  renal  colic.  The  pain 
will  antagonize  and  neutralize  the  hypnotic,  and  as  soon  as  the 
stone  is  extruded  the  pain  ceases,  the  entire  effect  of  the  morphine 
will  be  exerted,  and  the  patient  may  die  narcotized. 

"Go  slow  in  accepting  negative  evidence,  especially  when  it  is 
brought  against  new  remedies  or  methods.  Financial  interests  have 
long  arms,  and  do  not  like  to  have  their  methods  disturbed  or  their 
profits  reduced.  Their  influence  is  liable  to  turn  up  in  many  un- 
suspected places.    Remember  that  in  all  matters  concerning  the 
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application  of  medicine  you  are  judge  and  jury,  and  you  do  not 
have  to  take  the  word  of  any  other  living  man.  You  can  always 
try  for  yourself  and  you  ought  to  do  so;  for  if  a  new  remedy  is  a 
good  thing  you  cannot  afford  to  leave  the  advantages  it  affords  to 
your  competitors.  Above  all  things  a  physician  -n%ust  beware  of 
getting  into  ruts  and  becoming  old-fashioned,  of  closing  his  mind 
against  new  truths.  When  a  man  ceases  to  progress  he  commences 
to  retrograde.    Don't  be  a  back  number. 

"Go  slow  in  taking  sides  in  controversies.  Hear  the  evidence 
on  both  sides  and  try  for  yourself.  Assume  always  the  position  of 
judge  and  never  that  of  advocate. 

"Go  slow  in  accepting  negative  arguments.  It  never  means 
much,  and  is  always  worthless  until  subjected  to  the  actual  test  of 
practical  application.  Do  not  conclude  that  because  a  remedy 
given  to  a  man  in  a  state  of  health  has  no  apparent  effect,  it  will 
have  none  when  given  to  a  sick  man  in  whom  that  remedy  is  indi- 
cated. You  cannot  kill  a  dead  man.  Food  will  not  relieve  hunger 
in  a  man  who  is  not  hungry. 

"Go  slow  but  do  not  stand  still.  Be  always  receptive  to  new 
ideas  but  never  prejudiced.  Look  for  self-interest  everywhere,  and 
discount  every  man's  argument  by  the  violence  of  his  assertions. 
When  a  man  shows  evidences  of  personal  animosity  toward  his 
antagonist,  you  may  know  from  that  alone  that  he  is*  not  endeavor- 
ing to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

"Go  slow  in  accepting  the  pharmacist's  estimate  of  his  own 
knowledge  of  the  science  of  medicine. 

"Go  slow  in  commingling  medicines.  A  multiplicity  of  reme- 
dies shows  obscurity  in  the  mind  of  the  prescriber.  One  remedy  is 
enough  if  it  is  the  right  one ;  it  is  one  too  many  unless  you  are  sure 
of  this.  Never  add  a  second  remedy,  unless  you  have  a  perfectly 
distinct  reason  for  so  ding.  If  you  have  such  reason,  add  as  many 
remedies  as  you  have  good  reasons  for  employing. 

"Go  very  slow  in  administering  vasoconstrictors  when  renal 
elimination  is  below  par. 

"Go  slow  in  beginning  your  other  treatment  before  you  have 
opened  all  the  elimination  doors  and  cleaned  out  the  stable. 

"Go  slow  jn  trying  to  disinfect  the  alimentary  canal  before  you 
have  emptied  it. 

"Go  slow  in  making  a  diagnosis  of  very  rare  affections  until 
you  have  eliminated  the  possibility  of  the  commoner  ones. 

"Go  slow  in  calling  in  the  surgeon,  before  he  is  really  needed. 
When  he  is  needed  you  cannot  call  him  too  quickly. 

"Go  slow  in  calling  in  others  to  do  the  work  you  ought  to  do 
yourself.  If  you  have  not  the  nerve,  cultivate  it.  If  you  have  not 
the  knowledge,  acquire  it.  If  you  have  not  the  skill,  you  will  never 
get  it  by  refraining  from  trying.  If  you  are  unfit  to  do  the  work  of 
a  doctor,  get  out  of  the  profession. 
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"Go  slow  in  foregoing  the  benefits  of  organization  because  a 
few  unprincipled  managers  misuse  it.  The  more  you  realize  this, 
the  greater  is  it  your  duty  to  go  in  and  actively  intervene,  to  make 
the  management  what  it  ought  to  be. 

"Go  slow,  very,  very  slow,  when  you  are  tempted  to  speak  ill 
of  any  other  human  being,  especially  of  a  brother  practician  in 
medicine.  Nothing  disarms  an  opponent  so  absolutely  as  a  report 
to  him  of  kind  words  you  have  uttered  concerning  him.  There  are 
mighty  few  men  in  the  world  of  whom  you  cannot  think  pleasantly 
and  speak  as  well. 

"Go  slow  in  seeking  to  alter  the  habits  of  a  lifetime,  in  those 
who  are  over  fifty  years  of  age. 

"Don't  go  slow,  but  come  to  a  full  stop,  when  contemplating  any 
action  which  you  are  not  willing  to  have  reported  in  the  daily 
papers  of  your  vicinity." 


Therapeutic  Suggestions. 

Flatulent  colic  is  quickly  relieved  with  equal  parts  of  the  fluid 
extracts  of  aletris  and  dioscorea ;  ten  drops  given  every  hour;  if 
the  first  dose  does  not  relieve,  which  it  often  does,  repeat.  In 
leucorrhea,  aletris,  four  times  a  day,  or  every  four  hours,  will  act 
promptly,  if  continued,  where  there  is  a  debilitated  condition,  de- 
fective nutrition  and  anemia.  If  there  is  pain  in  the  hips  and  back, 
constipation  and  piles,  aesculus  hippocastanum  can  alternate  with 
the  aletris. 

If  there  is  pruritus,  ten  to  fifteen  drops  of  tinct.  collinsonia, 
alternated  every  three  hours.  In  ovaritis,  aconite,  one  drop  every 
hour  until  fever  abates,  then  every  two  hours  until  inflammation 
is  controlled.  Then  aletris  farinosa,  and  helonias  dioica  ;  if  there  k 
severe  pain,  induration,  restlessness,  pain  from  ovary  down  the 
thighs,  then  aletris  and  viburnum  prunifolium  are  indicated.  Hys- 
terical symptoms,  with  suppressed,  painful,  slight  or  profuse  men- 
struation, cimicifuga  is  indicated  and  should  be  alternated  with 
aletris,  every  three  hours.  If  the  pain  is  very  severe,  with  burning, 
aching,  then  tincture  conium,  two  or  three  drops  every  two  hours, 
alternated  with  cannabis  indica,  two  drops,  will  aid  in  giving  relief. 
If  there  is  dragging,  bearing  down  pain  with  induration,  bryonia 
alba,  3  drops  every  three  hours,  will  help  other  remedies  to  relieve 
and  cure. 

We  find  that  a  warm  hop  poultice  or  hot  mush  poultice,  with  & 
few  drops  of  turpentine  on  the  poultice,  placed  over  the  ovary  will 
relieve  the  pain  quicker  than  anything  else.  The  poultice  should 
be  renewed  so  as  to  have  a  hot  poultice  on  all  the  time  until  the 
woman  is  entirely  relieved  of  the  pain. 

We  have  frequently  relieved  such  cases  in  a  very  short  time 
by  applying  large  hot  poultices ;  the  heat  will  often  relieve  extreme 
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agony  in  a  few  minutes,  but  the  application  must  be  hot,  not  warm. 
It  is  astonishing  how  hot  an  application  can  be  borne  when  there  is 
intense  agony  present.  The  remedies  can  be  given,  of  course,  at 
the  same  time. 

If  there  is  induration,  rigors,  collection  of  pus  and  pain  in- 
creased during  menstrual  flow,  give  thuja  occidentalis,  five  drops 
every  three  hours,  with  rhus  toxicodendron  tincture,  one  drop. 

In  puerperal  metritis,  with  high  fever,  pulse  full  and  strong, 
temperature  high,  first  veratrum  viride  is  used,  two  drops  every 
two  hours,  the  dose  increased  or  the  time  lengthened  according  to 
its  action.  Sometimes  aconite  is  given  in  alternation  with  the  vera- 
trum. If  there  is  great  soreness  over  the  abdomen,  cloths  wet  in 
hot  water,  with  a  few  drops  of  turpentine  sprinkled  on,  will  have  a 
beneficial  effect  and  be  a  source  of  great  comfort  to  the  patient : 
poultices  act  well  also  in  the  adynamic  type,  with  prostration,  a 
bruised  feeling,  fetid  odor  from  the  body  and  excretions,  dry,  red 
tongue  or  brown  tongue,  baptisia  two  drops.  Thuja  occidentalis, 
two  drops  every  three  hours,  should  be  used  until  this  condition 
is  relieved.  In  chronic  metritis  with  constipation,  and  constant 
desire  to  urinate,  mix  vomica  is  called  for,  one  drop  every  two 
hours.  This  will  act  well  alternated  with  rhus  aromatica,  and  aletris. 
three  times  a  day,  and  will  aid  in  the  cure.  If  there  is  hemorrhage, 
then  sabina  oil  or  ergot  or  tincture  cinnamon  as  indicated  will  meet 
this. 

If  there  is  tenesmus,  then  the  tincture  of  cantharides,  small 
doses,  one  drop  every  hour  until  relieved ;  rhus  aromatica  is  also  a. 
good  remedy;  so  is  Pulsatilla.  If  putrescence  in  uterus  and  ulcera- 
tion of  the  os,  fluid  extract  secale  cornutum,  ten  to  twenty  drops 
as  indicated  every  three  hours,  will  correct  this,  or  thuja  occidentalis, 
or  alternation  of  the  two. 

In  such  cases  we  have  frequently  depleted  with  tampons  of 
sponge  or  cotton,  saturated  with  glycerin  and  hydrastin,  applied 
to  the  os  at  night.  The  tampon  is  removed,  and  the  vagina  syringed 
out  in  the  morning,  the  application  again  made  and  continued  for 
several  days  as  long  as  needed  until  enlargement  of  the  cervix  uteri 
and  engorgement  of  the  uterus  was  reduced. 

Phytolacca,  every  three  hours,  is  a  remedy  that  acts  promptly 
in  nearly  every  case ;  it  will  lessen  the  enlargement  speedily,  used 
in  3  or  4-drop  doses. — Therapeutic  Record. 


The  value  of  heat  in  relieving  pruritis  is  universally  recog- 
nized. A  hot  sitz  bath  or  the  application  of  hot  compresses  often 
confers  immediate  ease. — Medical  Summary. 
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SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Kansas  City  in  June, 
1908.    L.  A.  Perce,  M.D.,  president;   W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  Albany, 
March,  1908.  G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D., 
secretary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Bordlen,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin 
Howes,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C.  A.  Tyrrell, 
M.D.,  president;    H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
H.  Stoesser,  M.D.,  president;   M.  B.  Pearlstien,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.    A.  Blaustein,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday 
of  each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
Street.  Electa  A.  Brown,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D., 
secretary. 


Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

The  fifteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Kings  County  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  was  held  at  the  home  of  Dr.  M.  B.  Pearlstien,  309 
Hewes  Street,  February  12,  1908;  H.  Stoesser,  M.D.,  president,  in 
the  chair;  M.  B.  Pearlstien,  secretary,  recording.  There  were  pres- 
ent besides  the  members  many  visitors,  and  a  large  delegation  from 
the  New  York  County  Society.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting 
were  read  and  approved,  after  which  the  regular  business  of  the 
society  was  dispensed  with  until  after  the  reading  of  essays,  and 
the  courtesy  of  the  floor  was  extended  to  the  visiting  physicians. 
President  Stoesser  delivered  an  interesting  and  forceful  address, 
which  was  followed  by  an  interesting  address  by  Dr.  L.  H.  Warner, 
entitled  "Practical  Information  from  the  Laboratory,  Including 
Haematology  and  Bacteriology."  The  following  essays  were  then 
presented  and  discussed:  "Snapshots  from  Surgical  Practise,"  Dr. 
Elizabeth  Muncie ;  "Uterine  Hour  Glass  Contraction,"  Dr.  O.  H. 
Rohde ;  "The  Philosophy  of  the  Sympathetic  Nervous  System,"  Dr. 
M.  B.  Pearlstien ;  after  which  the  regular  order  of  business  was 
resumed. 

The  secretary  presented  resolutions  of  sympathy  and  condo- 
lence which  were  ordered  sent  to  the  wife  and  mother  of  the  late 
Dr.  William  J.  Krausi. 

The  secretary  and  treasurer's  reports  were  then  presented,  and 
after  audit  by  the  committee  were  adopted.  These  reports  showed 
the  society  to  be  in  a  most  flourishing  condition,  both  numerically 
and  financially. 

The  following  were  then  proposed  and  elected :  Drs.  L.  H. 
Warner,  A.  B.  Wolf,  N.  Shapiro,  J.  M.  Phelan,  C.  H.  S.  Solinger, 
and  T.  Adlerman. 
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The  following  officers  were  then  elected:  President,  M.  B. 
Pearlstien ;  vice-president,  A.  E.  Martin-King;  secretary,  A.  B. 
Wolf;  treasurer,  L.  Adlerman. 

A  resolution  to  organize  an  auxiliary  society  to  t>e  known  as 
the  Brooklyn  Therapeutic  Society,  after  much  discussion,  was  laid 
over  for  future  action.  Drs.  King,  Louis  and  Perrine  were  ap- 
pointed as  board  of  censors,  and  the  following  were  appointed  as 
delegates  to  the  State  Society:  Drs.  W.  Baetz,  T.  Adlerman,  L.  H. 
Warner  and  N.  Shapiro. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned;  after  which  the  society  and 
guests  were  elaborately  entertained  by  Mrs.  Pearlstien  and  a  com- 
mittee of  ladies  of  the  dispensary  association. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  was  called  to  order  in  the  college 
auditorium  February  20,  1908,  Vice-President  Lloyd  presiding. 
After  roll  call  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  approved 
as  read. 

Drs.  D.  Alperin  and  J.  Brandaleone  were  unanimously  elected 
to  membership. 

On  motion,  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  send  letters  of 
condolence  to  the  widow  and  mother  of  Dr.  W.  J.  Krausi,  deceased. 

Dr.  James  Bernstein  read  an  essay  entitled  "Anterior  Polio- 
myelitis," which  was  discussed  by  Dr.  Boskowitz,  who  said  that 
diagnosis,  pathology  and  treatment  of  this  disease  were  as  yet  but 
imperfectly  understood.  He  remarked  that  atrophy  was  often  very 
rapid  in  its  appearance,  sometimes  being  noticeable  within  forty- 
eight  hours.  The  treatment  is  largely  symptomatic.  After  acute 
symptoms  subside,  much  can  be  done  to  develop  auxiliary  muscles 
by  hygiene,  massage  and  exercise. 

Drs.  Skou  and  Alperin  reported  indifferent  results  in  dispen- 
sary and  private  practice. 

Dr.  Thompson  believes  prognosis  is  poor  for  ultimate  perfect 
recovery.  Other  symptoms  may  simulate  anterior  poliomyelitis, 
such  as  malaria,  syphilis  and  septicemia.  He  reported  perfect  re- 
covery in  several  cases  of  paralysis  due  to  the  first  two  causes. 

A  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  Dr.  Bernstein  for 
his  paper  and  a  prize  of  $5  was  awarded  him. 

A  special  committee  was  appointed,  on  motion,  with  full  power 
to  adjust  accounts  and  to  appoint  delegates  and  alternates  to  the 
state  meeting  and  to  make  recommendations  for  permanent  mem- 
bership therein. 

H.  Harris,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
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Old  Age  and  Fermenlactyl. 

BY  DR.  SUZOR,  PARIS. 

Old  age  and  senility  come  to  be  a  dreaded  reality  to  every  man 
and  woman  who  has  reached  maturity;  for  the  next  step  is  death. 

It  is  easy,  therefore,  to  understand  the  immense  interest  which 
has  been  universally  attached  to  the  recent  researches  of  Professor 
MetchnikorT  on  the  subject. 

Exploding  all  the  ancient  notions  and  theories  on  senility,  he 
was  the  first  to  look  upon  it  as  a  chronic  disease,  in  every  way  com- 
parable to  that  developing  in  the  course  of  various  infections  and 
intoxications.  The  cause  of  the  infection  here  he  found  to  be  in 
the  reabsorption  of  the  ptomaines,  conjugate  sulpho-ether  (indican. 
etc.)  and  other  poisons  formed  by  the  bacteria  of  putrefaction  which 
swarm  in  the  large  intestine.  These  poisons  exert  an  irritating  and 
exciting  action  which  leads  to  the  proliferation  of  large  connective 
tissue  cells,  so-called  giant  cells  or  macrophagi.  These,  in  normal, 
healthy  life  constitute  the  "phagocytes"  of  the  same  author  and  pre- 
serve our  tissues  from  the  invasion  of  germs  of  all  sorts,  which 
they  arrest  and  destroy.  In  old  age  these  same  cells  proliferate 
to  excess,  and  attask  the  parenchymatous  or  specific  cells  of  all 
our  organs,  brain,  liver,  kidney,  bones,  etc.,  leading  finally  to  the 
atrophy  and  degeneration  of  those  organs. 

Such  being  the  theory,  the  practical  conclusion  is  evident.  It 
is  possible  to  combat  old  age,  to  retard  it,  and  to  allow  the  human 
creature  to  reach  death  as  a  leaf  does,  without  a  pang,  without  the 
long  familiar  train  of  misery  so  common  to  old  people. 

It  is  interesting,  in  this  connection,  to  note  that  all  animals 
which  have,  practically,  no  large  intestine,  birds,  crocodiles,  tor- 
toises, etc.,  live  to  be  very  old,  and  preserve  the  appearance  and 
attributes  of  youth  to  the  very  last. 

"Fortune  favors  fools,"  still  more  does  it  favor  the  wise  who 
have  eyes  to  see.  While  traveling  in  Bulgaria  and  neighboring 
countries,  Prof.  Duclaux,  late  director  of  the  Pasteur  Institute,  and 
Prof.  MetchnikofT  were  struck  with  the  large  proportion  of  strong, 
active  old  men  whom  they  met.  In  fact,  reliable  statistics  give, 
for  a  total  population  of  about  two  millions  and  a  half  in  Bulgaria, 
close  upon  three  thousand  centenarians,  a  good  many  of  whom  are 
over  a  hundred  and  twenty  years  old.  The  nature  of  the  country 
itself  and  the  general  conditions  of  life  of  the  natives  do  not  appear 
to  be  able  to  account  solely  for  this  remarkable  fact.  One  common 
custom,  however,  stood  out  conspicuously  on  examination.  All 
the  inhabitants  live  very  largely  on  curdled  sour  milk,  called 
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"yoghourt,"  prepared  with  a  ferment  called  "maya."  This  ferment 
was  found  to  be  composed  of  a  certain  number  of  lactic  acid-forming 
bacilli,  the  principal  one  of  which  is  known  as  the  "bacillus  of 
Messol,"  from  the  Swiss  doctor  who  first  described  it.  It  is  of 
large  size,  measuring  about  15  to  20  cm.,  and  is  characterized  by  the 
property  it  possesses  of  forming  an  unusually  large  proportion  of 
lactic  acid ;  iwfyen  put  in  contact  with  saccharine  substances,  lactose, 
etc.,  as  much  as  two  per  cent.  When  acting  alone,  however,  it  also 
decomposes  fatty  substances,  thus  communicating  an  unpleasant 
taste  to  milk.  Hence  its  association,  in  practice,  with  various  other 
lactic  acid-forming  bacilli  (fermenlactyl) ,  which  have  the  property 
of  restraining  this  fat-modifying  action. 

When  absorbed  with  milk,  or  in  the  shape  of  a  pure  culture, 
this  "bacillus  of  Messol"  passes  through  the  whole  alimentary  tract, 
and  is  found  strong  and  active  in  the  excreta.  The  lactic  acid  bacilli 
of  western  countries  are  less  resisting,  and  are  no  longer  found  in 
the  same  conditions ;  they  are  destroyed  in  the  intestine. 

We  may  here  remark  that  the  ptomaines  and  other  poisons 
referred  to  previously  as  being  the  primary  cause  of  premature  and 
morbid  senility  are  all  produced  by  the  bacteria  of  putrid  fermen- 
tation which  swarm  in  the  alkaline  intestinal  contents,  and  act  there 
on  the  nitrogenous  elements  of  food. 

It  is  easy  to  understand,  therefore,  that  the  introduction  of  an 
acid  in  the  intestines  will  tend  to  restrain  this  putrefactive  action. 

The  lactic  acid  bacilli,  when  carried  into  the  intestine  along 
with  our  food,  continue  to  decompose  sugary  and  starchy  food- 
stuffs into  lactic  and  succinic  acids  which,  in  their  nascent  state, 
are  endowed  with  additional  activity  against  the  bacteria  of  putre- 
faction.— Buffalo  Medical  Journal,  January,  1908. 


A  New  Method  of  Testing  the  Functions  of  the  Digestive  Apparatus. 

Einhorn  (Therapeutic  Gazette,  January,  1908)  submits  a 
method  for  investigating  the  functions  of  the  intestinal  tract,  the 
principle  of  which  is  the  administration  of  test  substances  with  the 
food  and  observation  of  the  effects  of  the  digestive  fluids  upon  these 
substances. 

Practically  this  test  is  made  as  follows :  Patients  are  given 
in  a  gelatin  capsule  a  string  of  beads  with  the  following  substances 
attached  thereto :  catgut,  fishbone,  meat,  thymus,  potato,  mutton 
fat.  After  administering  the  capsule,  every  stool  is  examined  with 
the  stool-sieve  until  the  bead-string  has  been  recovered.  If  diar- 
rhea is  present  the  sifting  may  not  be  necessary,  as  the  bead-string 
can  readily  be  seen  (usually  at  the  bottom  of  a  glass  vessel). 

Under  normal  conditions  the  bead-string  appears  after  one  or 
two  days.    It  is  then  rinsed  in  cold  water  and  examined.    If  diges- 
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tion  is  normal  we  find  that  catgut,  meat,  and  potato  (except  the 
skin),  disappear  entirely,  thymus  and  fat  almost  entirely,  whereas 
the  fishbone  usually  disappears,  but  occasionally  it  may  be  present. 
The  nuclei  of  the  thymus  always  disappear.  In  pathological  condi- 
tions deviations  from  the  normal  are  observed,  not  only  in  regard  to 
the  time  of  recovery  of  the  beads  (disturbances  of  motility),  but 
also  in  regard  to  the  presence  of  the  food  substances  (disturbances 
of  the  digestive  function). 

The  author  divides  his  cases  of  intestinal  digestive  disturbances 
into  two  groups: 

i.  Those  of  pure  nervous  intestinal  dyspepsia;  (2)  Those  of 
genuine  intestinal  dyspepsia. 

In  that  great  class  of  cases  of  intestinal  dyspepsia  in  which  the 
starch  digestion  alone  is  disturbed,  taka-diastase  (takamine)  has 
proved  of  especial  value. 


Erysipelas — Pneumonia. 

BY  W.  E.  SROFE,  M.  D. 

On  June  5,  1905,  I  was  called  to  attend  Mr.  K.  I  found  him 
suffering  with  a  very  aggravated  case  of  facial  erysipelas.  I  ap- 
plied my  usual  treatment  of  carbolized  salve  locally,  and  gave  the 
proper  internal  treatment,  but  when  I  saw  the  case  again  in  twenty- 
four  hours  I  found  symptoms  no  better.  I  thought  I  would  try 
antiphlogistine.  After  applying  the  salve  to  face,  I  spread  antiphlo- 
gistine  on  a  cloth  making  a  mask  that  would  cover  the  entire  face, 
directing  nurse  to  change  when  it  dried  out. 

Next  day  I  found  patient  much  improved.  He  said  "that  clay 
relieved  all  the  burning  five  minutes  after  you  applied  it."  I  now 
make  it  a  rule  to  use  antiphlogistine  in  treating  erysipelas,  and  I 
am  sure  my  patients  get  along  faster  than  they  did  when  treated 
without  it. 

I  also  use  antiphlogistine  in  pneumonia,  and  all  cases  of  in- 
flammation of  the  lung  or  pleura.  Indeed,  I  would  hate  to  have  to 
treat  this  kind  of  cases  without  antiphlogistine.  I  will  report  on 
one  case  of  an  infant  where  I  believe  this  remedy  saved  the  patient's 
life. 

January  3,  1906,  infant,  age  eighteen  months.  Two  days  after 
initial  fever,  temperature  1040,  respiration  48,  pulse  120;  tongue 
coated,  could  hardly  get  breath,  expiratory  moans,  crepitant  rales. 
Gave  internal  treatment,  and  covered  both  back  and  front  of  chest 
with  antiphlogistine.  In  twenty-four  hours  the  breathing  was 
much  better  and  temperature  lower.  On  my  third  visit  I  found  all 
the  symptoms  so  improved  that  I  dismissed  case. 

Martinsville,  Ohio. 
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Business  Therapeutics. 

One  of  the  most  serious  problems  that  confronts  the  practical 
and  progressive  physician  of  to-day  is  the  matter  of  properly  con- 
ducting and  caring  for  his  office  practice.  Too  many  physicians 
have  the  oldf-Ta^hioned  hap-hazard  way  of  caring  for  their  patients, 
and  while  they  give  the  patient  the  best  of  attention,  they  so  neglect 
the  details  of  their  office  work  that  an  unnecessary  amount  of  time 
and  effort  is  consumed. 

Characteristic  of  their  usual  enterprise,  W.  D.  Allison  Com- 
pany, of  Indianapolis,  anticipating  this  situation,  has  prepared  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  busy  physician,  modifying  their  fine  line  of 
office  appliances  so  that  they  will  enable  the  physician  to  care  for 
his  practice  more  quickly  and  with  greater  ease  and  give  a  greai. 
deal  more  satisfaction  to  the  patient. 

This  progressive  firm  appears  in  our  advertising  columns  this 
month  under,  a  new  title,  that  of  "Business  Physician  to  the  Busy 
Practitioner,"  and  experience  shows  that  they  are  qualified  to  fill 
this  new  role,  and  so  equip  the  physician's  office  that  he  can  sys- 
tematize his  work  along  the  line  that  is  being  demanded  by  the 
up-to-date  practitioner.  It  will  pay  all  physicians  to  investigate  the 
"Allison  System." 


Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound. 

Dr.  H.  Marion  Sims,  the  father  of  gynaecology,  said:  "For 
severe  dysmenorrhea  I  have  found  Hayden's  viburnum  compound 
of  great  service."  See  notes  by  Marion  Sims,  Vol.  2  of  Grailly 
Hewitt  on  "Diseases  of  Women." 

Few  drugs  employed  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  women 
have  gained  the  commendation  of  so  excellent  an  authority  and  like 
expressions  since  the  time  of  Sims  have  been  uttered  by  many  of 
the  best  men  in  the  medical  profession. 

Hayden's  viburnum  compound  has  stood  the  test  of  time  for 
twenty-six  years  and  is  the  recognized  standard  viburnum  product 
by  which  imitators  would  measure. 

In  the  treatment  of  dysmenorrhea  whether  of  congestive,  neu- 
ralgic or  membranous  type,  Hayden's  viburnum  compound  acts 
most  promptly  and  effectively. 

In  menorrhagia  where  the  flow  is  excessive  as  a  result  of  any 
one  of  the  several  causes,  Hayden's  viburnum  compound  affords 
relief  by  imparting  tone  to  the  uterus  and  stimulating  its  contrac- 
tion. Clinical  evidence  has  conclusively  proven  that  it  is  as  ef- 
fective as  ergot  without  possessing  the  narcotic  and  dangerous 
properties  of  this  drug. 

In  obstetrical  cases,  Hayden's  viburnum  compound  is  of  par- 
ticular service.    It  modifies  the  pangs  of  childbirth  by  its  soothing 
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effect  upon  the  nervous  system  and  by  its  anti-spasmodic  action 
upon  the  uterus,  making  it  particularly  serviceable  in  cases  of  rigid 
os.  On  account  of  the  reputation  of  Hayden's  viburnum  compound, 
it  is  extensively  imitated,  however  only  when  the  original  Hayden's 
viburnum  compound  is  prescribed,  can  you  be  assured  of  definite 
therapeutic  results. 


Items 


Daniel  Bennett  St.  John  Roosa,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  president  of  the 
Faculty  of  the  New  York  Post  Graduate  Medical  School  and  Hos- 
pital, originator  of  post-graduate  medical  instruction  in  this  coun- 
try and  one  of  the  leading  authorities  on  diseases  of  the  eye  and 
ear  in  the  United  States,  died  suddenly  March  8  at  his  home,  No.  20 
East  Thirtieth  Street,  New  York  City. 


Dr.  Peter  A.  Allen,  for  many  years  located  at  Cobleskill, 
Scoharie  County,  died  January  20.  Dr.  Allen  graduated  from  the 
Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia  in  1862. 


Special  Notice. — Here  is  a  good  chance  for  some  doctor  to 
equip  his  office  with  a  static  electric  machine.  It  cost  $480,  with 
X-ray  attachments,  will  sell  for  half  price ;  used  only  a  few  months. 
Moving.  Address  or  call,  doctor's  office,  219  West  Twenty-fourth 
Street,  New  York  City. 


Urethral  inflammation :  usually  the  only  treatment  needed  to 
cure  urethritis  is  to  administer  sanmetto  and  alkalies,  with  an 
occasional  purge,  and  very  mild  injections  of  chloride  of  zinc. 


A  benefit  all-star  performance  will  be  given  at  the  Lyric  Theater  < 
on  March  29  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sydenham  Hospital. 


The  meeting  was  the  "best  ever,"  and  the  "Admiral"  deserves 
our  hearty  thanks  and  congratulations. 


"Foxy  Grandpa"  was  there,  "Gunning"  most  of  the  time. 


The  delegation  from  Greater  New  York  was  larger  than  usual, 
interested  and  attentive  all  the  time. 
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"Simple  Simon/^  proved  that  he  could  "do  things,"  and  sent 
the  duke  from  the  annex  district  home  a  wiser  but  a  poorer  man. 


The  Pembroke  delegate  was  very  active.  The  youngsters  can 
learn  many  things  from  him — besides  medicine. 


''Brandy"  proved  himself  a  handsome  as  well  as  useful  waiter 
at  the  midnight  luncheon  a  la  Essex. 


Was  it  "Herr"  shape  or  his  shape  that  haunted  "Papa  ?"  That 
is  the*  question. 


Where  did  they  get  the  fur-lined  coats  and  silk  hats? 


In  union  there  is  comfort  as  well  as  strength,  as  was  proved 
by  the  delegation  returning  in  their  own  Pullman. 


Dr.  H.  J.  Doll,  of  Buffalo,  was  unfortunately  prevented  from 
attending  the  meeting,  having  slipped  on  the  ice  and  broken  his  leg 
just  a  day  before  his  intended  departure. 


Did  it  occur  to  anyone  present  that  the  mere  thought  of 
hyoscyamus  has  a  quieting  influence  on  the  vocal  chord? 


Seems  strange  that  the  "Admiral"  has  given  up  his  command 
to  "Ensign."   May  we  call  our  state  president  "Admiral  Ensign?" 


The  lantern-slide  exhibition  was  fine  and  the  Brooklyn  pro- 
fessor deserves  our  hearty  thanks. 


Will  the  "bugologist"  of  the  E.  M.  C.  kindly  answer  the  fol- 
lowing question?  If  a  house  be  infested  with  infected  rats,  what 
measures  should  be  taken  to  rjrevent  their  infectivity  from  becoming 
infectious? 


"Uncle  Sam"  arrived  just  ?n  time  to  take  charge  of  the  coin. 


Specific  Medication  Club  report  and  book  reviews  are  crowded 
from  this  issue. 


vii. 


AD  VER  TISEM  ENTS. 


Normal  Tinctures 

V  # 

Their  Evolution 
and  Manufacture 

In  1870  the  late  William  S.  Merrell,  A.M.,  M.D., 
gave  to  Professor  John  M.  Scudder  the  pharma- 
ceutical data  contained  in  his  book  called  Specific 
Medication.  At  that  time  the  fluid  medicines  of  the 
Eclectic  school  were  known  as  Essential  Tinctures 
— preparations  which  were  certainly  in  advance  of 
the  times.  Gradually,  from  this  beginning,  the 
ethical  and  scientifically  correct  Normal  Tinctures 
were  developed. 

Upon  the  label  is  expressed  the  relation  which 
the  finished  Normal  Tincture  bears  to  the  crude 
drug  from  which  it  is  obtained.  PURITY,  CLEAN- 
LINESS and  EFFICIENCY  are  their  leading  char- 
acteristics. A  trial  in  practice  will  convince  any 
observant  medical  man  that  they  stand  pre-eminent 
in  all  those  qualities  so  essential  to  the  success  of 
the  physician.  The  labels  are  especially  designed 
to  aid  physicians  in  prescribing  according  to  specific 
indications.  The  dose,  frequency  of  administration 
and  direct  indications  are  upon  each  bottle.  How- 
ever, the  dose  of  a  remedy,  within  certain  limits, 
and  the  frequency  of  its  administration,  are  often 
questions  which  the  physician  must  decide,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment  and  experience. 


The  Wm*  S*  Merrell  Chemical  Co* 

Home  Offices  and  Laboratories : 
CINCINNATI 


Branches:   New  York  and  San  Francisco. 


The  Eclectic  Review 

Editor:  G.  W.  BOSKOWITZ,  M.  D, 


Vol.  XL  New  York,  April  15,  1908.  No.  4. 


The  Kansas  City  Meeting. 

The  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  will  meet  this  year 
at  Kansas  City  in  June,  and  it  should  be  one  of  the  best  attended 
meetings  in  the  history  of  our  organization ;  and  it  will  be,  if  you 
co  your  duty  to  yourself  and  to  the  school  of  your  choice. 

The  necessity  of  thorough  organization  is  apparent.  The  dis- 
position and  purpose  of  the  A.  M.  A.  so  far  as  the  independent 
schools  are  concerned  must  be  obvious  to  everyone — absorption  or 
annihilation. 

Do  not  wait  until  you,  individually,  through  your  college  con- 
nection or  state  society  feel  the  need  of  a  powerful  national  organi- 
zation, for,  be  assured  that  sooner  or  later  your  college  or  your 
state  society  will  feel  the  personal  attack;  but  now,  this  year,  help 
make  this  national  meeting  a  strong  one ;  one  whose  influence  will 
be  felt. 

Never  was  our  organization  better  officered  or  its  special  com- 
mittees more  active.  Help  them,  the  cause  and  yourself  by  attend- 
ing. 


Pleasure  and  Profit. 

Doubtless  the  readers  of  the  "Review"  are  aware  that  the  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  occurs  this  year  at 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  the  third  week  in  June. 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years  we  have  been  unable  to  get 
any  reduced  rates  from  the  railroads.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
in  many  states  a  law  has  been  passed  limiting  the  passenger  fare  to 
two  cents  per  mile.  Previous  to  this  law  the  rate  on  most  of  the 
roads  was  three  cents  per  mile. 

Under  the  new  law,  therefore,  we  are  better  off  than  before,  be- 
cause the  railroad  rate  is  practically  the  same  as  it  used  to  be,  only 
divided  in  a  different  manner.  We  are  now  called  upon  to  pay  two 
cents  each  way,  where  we  used  to  pay  three  cents  one  way  and 
one  cent  the  other.  By  the  old  method  we  were  obliged  to  have 
one  hundred  certificates  in  order  to  get  the  reduced  rate  on  the 
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return  trip,  which  caused  more  or  less  bother  for  all  concerned. 
This  is  now  abolished,  and  you  will  not  be  obliged  to  see  that  your 
certificates  are  correct.  Not  only  this  is  in  our  favor,  but  under  the 
new  regime  we  can  go  one  way  and  return  by  another,  thus  adding 
much  to  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  our  annual  trips. 

Acting  along  these  lines,  and  wishing  to  get  the  very  best 
possible  for  our  outlay,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  most 
attractive  trip,  with  the  McCann's  Tours,  Inc.,  1414  Broadway, 
Xew  York  City,  a  skeleton  of  which  will  be  found  in  an  "ad." 
on  another  page  of  the  "Review."  A  casual  reading  of  this  will 
convince  anyone  of  the  desirability ,  of  this  tour.  Everything  will 
be  first  class  and  the  party  will  be  in  charge  of  one  of  the  competent 
conductors  of  the  McCann  Agency  which  is  sufficient  to  insure 
the  comfort  of  all  who  participate  in  this  outing. 

In  the  May  "Review"  we  shall  print  the  entire  itinerary  with 
the  exact  expense.  You  will  be  surprised  to  see  how  much  you  are 
going  to  get  for  a  comparatively  small  outlay.  Meanwhile  every- 
one who  is  the  least  bit  interested  should  write  to  McCann's  Tours 
and  get  from  them  the  information  which  they  will  gladly  furnish. 

Everyone  should  arrange  to  go  who  possibly  can,  and  not  only 
go  themselves  but  endeavor  to  induce  their  friends  to  accompany 
them.  P.  E.  H. 


Cocaine  Venders. 

The  reports  which  from  time  to  time  appear  in  the  medical 
and  lay  press  make  it  apparent  that  at  least  a  few  members  of  the 
medical  profession  are  beginning  to  realize  that  vigorous  efforts 
must  be  made  to  stop  the  terrible  wrong  which  is  being  done  to 
the  youth  of  this  country  by  the  practically  unrestricted  sale  of 
cocaine.  In  comparison  with  the  drug  shops  run  by  men  who  have 
become  so  lost  to  all  decencies  of  life  as  to  permit  them  to  sell  to 
innocent  boys  and  girls  a  drug  which  they  know  will  make  their 
ruin  inevitable,  the  millions  of  soul-destroying  rum  shops  through- 
out the  land  appear  much  less  harmful  than  'they  are  generally 
conceded  to  be,  for  a  boy  may  become  a  drunkard  and  still  retain 
some  semblance  of  respectability  and  a  slight  hope  of  sometime 
becoming  a  decent  man,  but  even  this  consolation  is  denied  the 
cocaine  •  victim,  for  there  is  nothing  left  to  him  on  earth  but  a 
miserable  life  and  an  ignoble  death — to  abandon  the  accursed  drug 
and  retrace  his  steps  is  an  impossibility. 

Prominent  among  the  physicians  who  are  making  a  fight 
against  the  degenerate  cocaine  venders  is  Dr.  Charles  Harrington, 
of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Health.  He  has  prepared  a  pro- 
posed anti-cocaine  law  and  brought  it  before  the  legislative  com- 
mittee on  public  health.  In  presenting  his  proposed  law  Dr. 
Harrington  declared  that  many  hundreds  of  Boston  boys  had 
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become  confirmed  slaves  to  the  cocaine  habit,  and  that  the  drug 
was  openly  sold  in  the  drug  stores  and  on  the  streets  by  agents  of 
y  cheap  drug  stores  as  freely  as  fruit  is  sold  by  hawkers.  The  doctor 
also  stated  that  the  juvenile  courts  were  filling  up  with  youths 
who  admit  that  their  downfall  can  be  traced  to  this  vicious  drug 
habit. 

When  presenting  his  strict  anti-cocaine  bill  Dr.  Harrington 
in  part  said : 

"From  judges,  from  lawyers,  from  probation  officers  and 
others,  I  have  received  hundreds  of  pitiful  letters  giving  me  lists 
of  names  of  Boston  boys  who  have  become  slaves  to  cocaine. 

"Cheap  west  end  drug  stores  sell  scores  of  boxes  of  cocaine  a 
day  illegally.  The  negro  race  is  especially  addicted  to  the  drug, 
and  it  can  be  purchased  by  them  in  stores  and  on  the  streets. 
Drug* fiends  make  a  good  living  dispensing  the  terrible  stuff. 

"One  of  the  agents  of  the  health  board  purchased  some  of 
this  drug  at  a  drug  store  in  Boston,  then  stood  by  and  saw  twenty 
sales  of  the  same  within  a  half  hour." 

Dr.  Harrington  also  read  a  letter  from  a  judge  who  mentioned 
the  names  of  over  twenty  schoolboys,  whose  ages  range  from 
thirteen  to  sixteen  years,  all  of  whom  were  addicted  to  the  use  of 
cocaine.  These  and  younger  children  had  formed  the  habit  from 
having  it  at  first  given  to  them  on  the  streets  by  drug  store  agents 
who  went  about  with  their  pockets  stocked  with  the  powder.  Did 
a  degenerate  mind  ever  conceive  of  a  more  hellish  purpose? 

J.  W.  R 


A  Sure  Cure  for  Rheumatism. 

Now  the  tonsils  must  go  the  way  of  the  appendix  and 
the  foreskin,  for  a  "Public  Education  Committee,"  composed  of  a 
number  of  the  wise  men  of  a  prominent  Maryland  medical  college, 
has  decided  that  the  only  sure  way  of  banishing  that  hydra-headed 
affliction  known  as  rheumatism  is  to  remove  the  tonsils.  Thi> 
council  of  experts,  after  making  numerous  investigations  and  many 
experiments  of  a  far-reaching  character,  has  learned  that  inflam- 
matory rheumatism,  tonsillitis  and  diseases  of  the  ear  and  valvular 
disease  of  the  heart  are  all  traceable  to  one  class  of  germs,  and  that 
the  way  to  check  the  development  of  rheumatism  is  to  shut  off 
the  portals  through  which  the  germs  enter  the  system.  This  they 
say,  as  before  mentioned,  can  be  done  by  cutting  out  the  tonsils. 
Nothing  was  said  about  cutting  off  any  part  of  the  ears,  however, 
but  possibly  further  investigation  may  show  this  to  be  also 
necessary. 

This  able  council  of  experts  also  advance  the  theory  that  many 
cases  of  crippled  feet  and  hands  can  be  easily  traced  to  this  same 
germ.  It  is  surely  desirable  to  be  a  scientist  and  know  all  of  the 
wonderful  things.  J.  W.  F. 
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Once  Sixty  but  Now  One  Hundred. 

The  position  of  the  old  people  is  surely  a  hard  one.  In  fact, 
they  now  seem  to  be  placed  between  the  "devil  and  the  deep  sea," 
for  just  as  they  had  become  reconciled  to  Osier's  plan  of  having 
them  killed  off  as  soon  as  they  reached  the  age  of  three  score  years, 
along  comes  Metchnikoff — or,  to  be  more  accurate,  Prof.  Elie 
Metchnikoff — with  his  book  of  "Optimistic  Studies,"  and  tells  them 
that  it  is  their  own  fault  if  they  are  not  abundantly  able  to  con- 
tinue money-getters  for  at  least  one  hundred  years,  and  that  they 
should,  therefore,  be  kept  at  work  for  not  less  than  a  century.  Well, 
truly,  as  Mr.  Dooley  has  often  said  to  his  friend  Hennissy,  "  'Tis  a 
quare  woruld."  J.  W.  F. 


The  Trend  Toward  Therapeutics  and  the  Personal  Factor  in  Disease 

A  few  weeks  ago  appeared  Dr.  Gould's  magnificent  paper  on 
"Vocation  or  Avocation"  in  Clinical  Medicine,  and  on  February  18 
in  an  address  before  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  in  Paris  the  speaker 
concluded  with  an  appeal  to  the  profession  for  more  faith  in  thera- 
peutic measures. 

The  following  editorial  summary  of  the  address  is  taken  from 
the  Medical  Record  of  April  4: 

Sir  Dyce  Duckworth  delivered  before  the  Faculty  of  Medicine 
of  Paris  on  February  18  an  interesting  address  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed the  belief  that  too  little  attention  is  paid  in  these  days  by 
the  Anglo-Saxon  and  the  Teutonic  medical  world  to  the  diatheses. 
While  acknowledging  the  great  services  rendered  to  medicine  by 
means  of  properly  prosecuted  research  for  the  sake  of  enduring 
truth  and  not  merely  to  supply  material  for  publication  in  journals 
or  contributions  to  medical  congresses  and  societies,  he  deprecated 
the  neglect  into  which  the  old  methods  had  fallen.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  the  teachings  of  the  clinical  laboratory  are  the  proper  study 
of  the  physician,  and  that  far  more  of  these  are  needed  than  are 
provided.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  clinician  is  always  in  face  of  the 
personal  factor  in  each  patient.  The  physiologist  has  an  animal  or 
some  definite  organ  of  an  animal,  but  rarely  a  man  before  him,  and 
consequently  the  problems  are  not  the  same,  and  never  can  be. 
Again  man  himself  differs  widely  in  habits  or  types  of  body;  there 
are  the  arthritic,  the  scrofulous  or  lymphatic,  the  nervous,  and 
the  bilious,  and  it  therefore  becomes  a  question  relating  to  the  soil 
or  tissue-proclivity  of  the  particular  individual  that  must  be  con- 
sidered. The  modern  investigator  occupies  himself  so  greatly  with 
the  seed  that  he  quite  overlooks  the  importance  of  the  soil. 

The  speaker  dealt  with  the  arthritic  and  scrofulous  diatheses 
at  some  length,  and  also  in  relation  to  diet,  for  these  conditions 
showed  that  what  was  meat  for  one  disease  was  poison  for  the  other. 
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He  declared  that  in  such  cases  it  was  not  only  a  question  of  mi- 
crobes, but  the  quality  of  the  tissues,  or  the  soil,  as  well  as  the 
infecting  microbe.  "The  proclivity,  the  vulnerability,  the  degree  of 
immunity  or  resisting  power  is  transmitted  as  a  peculiar  vital  en- 
dowment from  early  embryonic  times  to  full  maturity  in  the  inti- 
mate cells  and  tissues  of  the  individual.  In  this  sense  each  person 
is  a  law  to  himself,  and  here  we  have  the  facteur  personnel  before 
us  with  which  we  physicians  have  always  to  deal."  The  speaker 
dissented  vigorously  from  the  view  that  there  is  no  such  condition 
as  the  scrofulous  diathesis,_but  that  every  individual  presenting  the 
classical  features  and  types  hitherto  recognized  as  scrofulous  is, 
from  the  earliest  age,  invaded  and  influenced  by  the  bacilli  and 
toxin  of  tubercle  ;  in  short,  that  what  used  to  be  known  as  scrofula 
is  really  tuberculosis.  According  to  Duckworth  the  belief  is  surely 
bacteriology  run  mad  and  he  prefers  to  believe  that  the  so-called 
scrofulous  subjects  are  born  constitutionally  feeble  with  a  delicate 
lymphatic  system  and  thus  provide  a  favorable  soil  for  all  varieties 
of  infection.  He  recognizes  in  the  scrofulous  subject  the  ens  in 
potentia  in  the  tuberculous  subject  the  ens  in  actu.  Sir  Dyce  further 
is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  possible  to  be  scrofulous  throughout  life 
without  becoming  tuberculous  and  to  be  arthritically  predisposeu 
without  becoming  rheumatic  or  gouty  in  any  classical  form  of  these 
maladies.  The  blending  of  these  habits  of  body  is  the  outcome  of 
heredity  and  tendencies  passed  on  by  each  parent.  ■  Such  blendings 
may  be  in  variable  degree  according  to  the  greater  predisposition 
of  either  parent,  the  male  characteristics  more  commonly  reappear- 
ing in  the  female  progeny  and  the  female  ones  in  the  male. 

After  referring  to  what  the  old  physicians  described  as  the 
nervous  diathesis,  and  to  the  sufficiently  well  recognized  bilious 
habit  of  body,  the  speaker  went  on  to  say  that  by  the  light  of  mod- 
ern clinical  research  into  the  subject  of  vaccine  therapy,  fresh 
knowledge  may  be  gained  in  regard  to  the  respective  inherent  prop- 
erties of  the  tissues  in  different  individuals,  and  Ave  may  hope  in 
time  to  learn  whether  or  not  there  are  varying  or  definite  powers 
of  resistance  to  intruding  infective  agents. 

The  address  concluded  with  an  earnest  appeal  to  medical  men 
of  all  countries  to  shake  off  the  widely  spread  spirit  of  incredulity, 
timidity,  and  hopelessness  in  the  whole  realm  of  therapeutics.  The 
main  business  as  healers  and  mitigators  of  disease  was  previously 
neglected.  Sir  William  Tenner  said  that  there  are  but  two  great 
questions  to  be  answered  at  the  bedside  of  a  sick  man — what  is  the 
matter  with  him?  and  what  will  do  him  good?  and  therefore  the 
progress  of  bacteriology  could  never  supersede  the  art  of  thera- 
peutics. Although  this  conclusion  may  be  regarded  by  the  Osier 
school  of  medicine  as  scarcely  worthy  of  notice,  yet  perhaps  in  the 
breasts  of  the  majority  of  medical  practitioners  it  will  find  a 
responsive  echo. 
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Annual  Address. 

BY  G.  W.  THOMPSON,  M.  D. 

Delivered  at  the  forty-eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Members  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York : 
It  has  been  the  custom  each  year  for  the  president  of  this 
society  to  deliver  an  annual  address  recalling  incidents  and  events 
of  interest  to  its  members.  I  shall  continue  the  custom  and  present 
to  you  at  this,  the  forty-eighth  annual  meeting,  this  address  for 
your  consideration. 

In  recalling  the  events  and  commenting  upon  them,  I  do  not 
assume  that  my  views  are  the  views  of  the  majority,  for  I  have 
had  no  way  of  finding  out  their  opinions.  I  do  hope  if  they  accord 
with  the  views  of  the  majority,  they  will  make  it  known  ;  if  they 
do  not  they  will  reject  those  they  are  not  in  sympathy  with,  but 
will  take  such  action  as  will  gi\  e  your  incoming  president  some 
idea  of  the  society's  wishes  and  policies,  which  will  enable  him  to 
work  to  the  greatest  advantage  for  the  welfare  of  the  organization, 
its  auxiliary  societies,  the  individual  physician  and  the  Eclectic 
institutions  of  the  state. 

This  year  has  been  an  eventful  one  to  the  medical  colleges, 
associations  and  physicians  in  this  state. 

The  legislature  last  winter  passed  a  bill  that  became  a  law\ 
authorizing  the  educational  department  to  select  a  single  board 
composed  of  nine  members  to  examine  and  license  physicians  to 
practice  medicine  in  New  York  state.  This  bill  is  commonly  called 
the  "One-Board  Bill."  It  has  taken  from  the  medical  societies  the 
power  they  formerly  had  of  recommending  members  that  in  their 
judgment  were  best  fitted  to  represent  them  as  medical  examiners 
of  students  upon  the  subjects  of  therapeutics  and  materia  medica, 
which  differed  from  all  other  schools. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  system  in  vogue  for  many  years  com- 
prised three  distinct  boards,  and  proved  very  satisfactory  to  the 
medical  colleges,  state  associations  and  physicians  of  this  state. 

The  new  board  is  selected  from  the  three  schools  of  medicine  by 
the  educational  department  as  a  single  board.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  this  is  as  popular  as  the  former  or  not.  Too  great  power 
centralized  in  a  political  department  that  is  liable  to  change  is 
dangerous  to  the  profession. 

There  are  other  dangerous  features  of  this  bill  that  give  power 
to  the  educational  department,  other  than  licensing  physicians,  and 
is  arrogant,  and  I  believe  unconstitutional,  from  which  abuse  can 
and  will  arise  that  will  effectively  injure  individual  members  of  the 
profession.    The  judicial  feature  of  the  bill  that  delegates  a  power 
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to  suspend  or  annul  a  physician's  license  before  he  is  tried  by  a 
jury  and  convicted  of  crime,  their  spy  system  and  their  method 
of  receiving  information  are  dangerous  and  can  work  irreparable 
injury.    I  will  read  to  you  that  portion  of  the  bill  I  have  referred  to. 

(a)  A  practitioner  of  medicine  who  is  guilty  of  any  fraud 
or  deceit  in  his  practice,  or  guilty  of  a  crime  or  misdemeanor,  or 
who  is  guilty  of  any  fraud  or  deceit  by  which  he  was  admitted  to 
practice  or  (criminal  acts  for  which  a  person  found  guilty  is  liable 
to  punishment. and  some  of_them  make  him  liable  for  civil  damages 
when  found  guilty  by  a  jury^of  his  peers)  ; 

(b)  Is  an  habitual  drunkard  or  habitually  addicted  to  the 
use  of  morphine,  opium,  cocaine  or  other  drugs  having  a  similar 
effect  or  (liable  to  arrest,  punishment  by  fine  or  imprisonment, 
when  found  guilty  by  a  judge  or  justice  of  peace  or  petit  jury)  ; 

(c)  Who  undertakes  or  engages  in  any  manner  or  by  any 
ways  or  means  whatsoever,  to  procure  or  perform  any  criminal 
abortion  as  the  same  is  defined  in  section  294  of  the  penal  code;  or 
(a  crime  and  state  prison  offense  if  upon  indictment  by  the  grand 
jury  and  trial  by  a  jury  of  his  peers  the  accused  be  found  guilty)  ; 

(d)  Who  offers  or  undertakes  by  any  manner  or  means  to 
violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  section  318  of  the  penal  code. 
(Carries  Avith  it  same  criminal  liability  as  though  the  crime  was 
committed  ;  as  it  shows  intent.) 

(e)  Proceedings  for  revocation  of  a  license  or  the  annulment 
of  registration  shall  be  begun  by  filling  a  written  charge  or  charges 
against  the  accused.  The  charges  may  be  preferred  by  any  person 
or  corporation,  or  the  regents  may  on  their  own  motion  direct  the 
executive  officer  of  the  board  of  regents  to  prefer  said  charges. 

(You  can  observe  that  any  person,  no  matter  how  irresponsible, 
or  a  corporation  that  is  most  difficult  to  reach  for  damage,  or  a 
member  of  the  regents  with  a  spite,  may  prefer  charges  that  would 
ruin  a  physician's  practice,  with  little  if  any  chance  for  recovery 
upon  civil  suit  for  damage.) 

Said  charges  shall  be  filed  with  the  executive  officer  of  the) 
board  of  regents,  and  a  copy  thereof  filed  with  the  secretary  (page 
13)  of  the  board  of  medical  examiners.  The  board  of  medical 
examiners,  when  charges  are  preferred,  shall  designate  three  of 
their  number  as  a  committee  to  hear  and  determine  said  charges. 
A  time  and  place  for  the  hearing  of  said  charges  shall  be  fixed  by; 
said  committee  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  a  copy  of  the  charges,, 
together  with  a  notice  of  the  time  and  place  when  they  will.be 
heard  and  determined,  shall  be  served  upon  the  accused  or  h\s} 
counsel,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  date  actually  fixed  for  said 
hearing.  Where  personal  service  or  service  upon  counsel  cannotr 
be  effected,  and  such  fact  is  certified  on  oath  by  any  person  duly; 
authorized  to  make  legal  service,  the  regents  shall  cause  to  be' 
published  for  at  least  seven  times,  for  at  least  twenty  days  prior-, 
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to  the  hearing,  in  two  daily  papers  in  the  county  in  which  the 
physician  was  last  known  to  practice,  notice  to  the  efKct  that  at  a 
definite  time  and  place  a  hearing  will  be  had  for  the  purpose  of 
hearing  charges  against  the  physician  upon  an  application  to  revoke 
his  license.  At  said  hearing  the  accused  shall  have  the  right  to 
cross-examine  the  witnesses  against  him  and  to  produce  witnesses 
in  his  defense,  and  to  appear  personally  or  by  counsel.  The  said 
committee  shall  make  a  written  report  of  its  findings  and  recom- 
mendations, to  be  signed  by  all  its  members,  and  the  same  shall  be 
forthwith  transmitted  to  the  executive  officer  of  the  board '  of 
regents.  If  the  said  committee  shall  unanimously  find  that  said 
charges,  or  any  of  them,  are  sustained,  and  shall  unanimously 
recommend  that  the  license  of  the  accused  be  revoked  or  his 
( Assembly  No.  2096)  registration  be  annulled,  the  regents  may 
thereupon  in  their  discretion,  revoke  said  license  or  annul  said 
registration  or  do  both.  What  qualifications  have  the  three  medical 
examiners  appointed  by  the  medical  board,  to  sit  in  judgment  and 
determine  when  an  accused  is  guilty  or  not?  Shall  they  define  the 
many  intricacies  of  law  in  questions  that  may  be  of  importance, 
and  that  will  jeopardize  a  man's  life  work  and  professional  stand- 
ing, that  is  going  to  deprive  him  of  his  vocation,  when  many  ques- 
tions and  decisions  are  not  met  by  a  unanimous  opinion  of  our 
highest  and  supposedly  best  qualified  men  in  law,  the  Supreme 
Court  judges  of  the  United  States?  The  day  is  coming  when  this 
matter  will  be  threshed  out  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  outcome. 
This  medical  society  should  be  in  a  position  by  increased  member- 
ship and  finances  to  lend  aid  where  constitutional  rights  are  in- 
fringed upon  and  where  the  interest  of  the  medical  professional  as  a 
whole  is  in  danger.  We  believe  crime  should  be  punished  and 
criminals  secured,  but  no  man,  however  humble,  in  this  country, 
whether  he  be  a  layman  or  a  professional  man,  shall  be  deprived 
of  his  liberty  or  the  right  to  follow  his  chosen  vocation  as  guar- 
anteed by  the  constitution  of  this  country  until  he  is  found  guilty  of 
crime  or  deprived  of  reason  and  so  adjudged  by  the  courts  of 
competent  jurisdiction. 

This  centralization  of  powrer  seems  to  be  in  keeping  with 
these  times  of  ours.  Fairness  will  be  shown  for  a  time  to  gain 
the  plaudits  of  many  and  lull  the  suspicions  of  the  few.  Sooner  or 
later  power  begets  arrogance,  arrogance  autocracy,  autocracy 
tyranny.  It  always  has  been  so  in  government  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  expect  anything  different.  To-day  there  are  many  things 
done  that  would  not  dare  to  have  been  attempted  a  few  years  ago. 

Compulsory  vaccination  among  children  or  debarment  from 
public  school  and  illiteracy  meet  the  public.  A  law  passed  recently 
in  Illinois  expelled  from  school  children  who  refused  to  be  vaccinated. 
The  health  department  of  New  York  demands  a  certificate  before 
allowing  a  child  to  enter  school. 
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Although  I  am  in  favor  of  vaccination  upon  exposure  to  disease 
on  account  of  the  mildness  of  the  attack  among  those  vaccinated, 
yet  I  do  not,  or  do  I  know  a  physician  who  will  state  that  it  prevents 
disease. 

I  believe  it  is  a  question  among  thoughtful  men  whether  im- 
proved sanitation,  quarantine  education  and  attention  have  not 
done  more  to  stamp  out  smallpox  than  vaccination.  How  soon 
may  we  not  have  to  subn(it^o  compulsory  serum  immunizing  and 
therapy  or  some  other  popular  mode  of  treatment  to  help  out  an 
autocratic  body  of  self-appointed  public  health  preservers,  who  have  little 
or  no  materia  medica  and  are  willing  to  surrender  what  they  have 
as  the  price  of  passage  of  a  bill  that  will  give  them  power  to  destroy 
opposing  schools  and  their  institutions. 

The  entire  bill,  on  account  of  its  originators,  should  be  viewed 
with  suspicion  by  all  physicians  and  all  institutions  which  have  not 
the  support  of  the  captains  of  industry  and  are  not  richly  endowed; 
for  it  originated  in  jealousy,  was  passed  by  hypocritical  and  de- 
ceptive methods,  and  will  prove  a  blight.  It  has  already  shown 
the  gloved  hand  and  cloven  foot.  It  is  being  heartily  condemned  by 
eminent  .men  of  both  the  other  schools. 

The  small  coterie  of  men  that  dominate  in  the  Allopathic 
Society  have  for  years  done  all  they  could  to  prevent  the  advance- 
ment of  other  schools,  and  like  their  ancestors  even  evoked  the  law 
and  surrounded  'themselves  and  public  institutions  with  safeguards 
in  the  form  of  rules  and  regulations  to  prevent  the  advancement 
and  ambition  of  any  physician  except  one  of  their  own  school. 
Notwithstanding  all'  of  this  they  have  seen  the  steady  growth  of 
the  physicians  of  their  despised  schools  in  number  and  public 
popularity. 

Having  failed  by  this  method  they  have  by  sophistry,  the  greed 
of  gain  by  the  captains  of  industry,  with  the  prospect  of  political 
patronage  and  increased  power  in  department  of  state  accomplished, 
where  they  have  heretofore  failed.  They  have  not  done  it  without 
division  among  their  people,  as  they  have  aroused  a  fear  for  the 
smaller  medical  institutions,  and  a  spirit  of  just  resentment.  That 
the  statement  I  have  made  here  may  not  seem  exaggerated  I  will 
call  to  your  attention  a  few  incidents  that  have  occurred  to  show 
that  these  methods  have  been  and  are  pursued. 

The  American  Association  of  Physicians,  a  coterie  of  men, 
sprung  into  existence  from  partisan  minds,  have  created  a  com- 
mittee announced  to  nationalize  and  unify  the  practice  of  medicine, 
serve  and  protect  the  public  health  and  privately  destroy  all  other 
schools  but  the  Allopathic,  and  many  of  these,  so  that  the  large 
institutions  might  become  powerful  and  profitable.  To  do  this 
they  sought  aid  from  political  parties  and  subdivisions  of  state 
governments,  with  the  advantage  of  increased  patronage  and  power 
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illustrated  succeeded  in  enlisting  in  the  state  as  they  have  in  some 
of  the  others,  the  educational  department. 

This  department,  seeing  the  advantage  to  be  gained  under  the 
guise  of  protecting  the  public  from  charlatans  and  people  that 
have  no  right  to  practice  and  that  they  were  unable  to  stop  on 
account  of  the  law  being  too  vague  in  defining  the  term  doctor 
(going  so  far  as  to  mention  many  of  the  pathys,  also  to  stop  the 
introduction  of  new  medical  legislation),  gave  the  desired  assist- 
ance by  introducing  the  one-board  or  unity  bill. 

This  self-appointed  public  health  committee  that  despised  only 
the  hydropaths,  osteopaths  and  several  other  paths,  proclaimed  they 
must  stop  these  violators  of  the  law  and  cause  them  to  be  wiped 
off  the  map  of  medical  practice,  as  uneducated  and  dangerous  people, 
found  that  even  with  the  aid  of  the  educational  department  their 
bill  was  doomed  to  defeat.  So  they  struck  from  their  bill  the 
most  important  subdivision  of  the  medical  examination  that  affects 
the  public  more  in  the  treatment  of  disease  than  any  other  (materia 
medica  and  therapeutics).  In  fact,  surrendered  all  that  made  them 
so  distinct  and  exclusively  regular  in  practice  so  that  they  could 
save  their  b»N  and  have  a  lever  that  they  could  use  to  eventually 
destroy  the  source  that  supplies  the  recruits  to  their  despised 
opponents. 

After  this  emasculation  and  some  insignificant  requirements 
(compared  to  what  is  exacted  from  the  students  of  medicine)  that 
would  permit  all  of  what  they  termed  illiterate  and  despised,  and  a 
menace  to  public  health,  to  continue  their  vocation,  their  crimes 
forgiven,  legalized  and  licensed,  and  upward  of  three  hundred 
were  turned  loose  on  the  public  :  the  price  to  be  cessation  of  their 
opposition  to  the  one-board  bill. 

The  affection  and  consideration  shown  by  these  health  pre- 
servers for  the  despised  Osteopaths  during  the  passage  of  this 
measure  showed  their  hypocrisy  and  practical  politics. 

The  aid  that  has  been  given  by  the  captains  of  industry  is 
plainly  shown  by  the  committee  of  walking  delegates  appointed 
by  this  American  Association  to  visit  the  medical  institutions 
throughout  the  country  to  find  out  their  equipments  and  facilities 
for  teaching  is  not  paid  out  of  their  individual  pockets,  or  is  it 
because  the  public  need  protection  from  these  colleges;  but  is  paid 
for  directly  or  indirectly  by  those  who  will  benefit  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  smaller  institutions.  If  they  can  do  so  by  comparing 
these  institutions  with  the  richly  endowed,  or  by  lying  or  mis- 
representation (that  has  already  been  resorted  to  by  these  people) 
they  will.  If  this  be  accomplished  the  recruits  to  the  profession  will 
come  largely  from  that  class  that  gives  the  spice  and  aroma  to  our 
social  life  in  high  finances,  divorce  courts  and  marital  scandals. 

The  cry  of  protest  has  gone  forth  against  this  procedure  of 
rentralization  as  distinctly  as  the  plea  in  favor  of  the  small  literary 
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colleges  or  the  denunciation  of  tainted  money  by  the  Christian 
churches.  One  able  professor  in  a  medical  college  of  this  city  puts 
the  question  in  the  following  terse  and  explicit  manner,  "Shall 
the  quality  and  ability  of  a  physician  be  measured  by  the  amount 
of  floor  space  and  the  value  of  the  equipments  of  the  institution 
he  graduates  from?" 

In  justice  to  the  educational  department  since  this  bill  became 
a  law,  they  have  shown  a  spirit  of  fairness  and  took  no  part  in  mis- 
representation. This  department  may  not  always  be  constituted 
as  now.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  narrow-minded  physician 
or  political  puppets  filling  this  important  department.  What  chance 
would  the  small  institution  or  a  physician  from  other  schools  of 
medicine  then  have? 

Before  leaving  this  subject  there  is  another  matter  I  desire 
to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  society.  It  may  be  a  delicate  matter 
and  cause  a  slight  chill  ;  it  is  important  and  should  be  considered — 
medical  education. 

This  society  or  a  great  majority  of  its  members,  myself  in- 
cluded, have  spoken  in  years  past  in  favor  of  higher  education  for 
the  physician,  and  have  frequently  gone  on  record  in  favor  of  the 
action  of  the  board  of  regents  in  raising  this  standard.  I  now 
believe  this  matter  is  being  overdone.  The  standard  now  fixed 
with  notice  of  raising  it,  is  in  my  mind  entirely  uncalled  for.  It 
is  practically  closing  the  door  of  opportunity  to  the  children  of  all 
but  the  wealthy  or  well  to  do,  except  where  proximity  to  free 
colleges  permits  parents  at  great  sacrifice  to  give  their  children  the 
required  education  to  enter  medical  colleges.  The  degree  of  A.  M. 
or  A.  B.  can  hardly  be  obtained  from  a  college  in  this  state  under 
five  years  and  some  require  a  much  longer  time.  This  with  the 
number  of  years  required  by  the  medical  colleges  takes  about  ten 
years  of  a  young  man's  or  woman's  life,  after  they  have  graduated  from 
the  public  schools,  so  that  the  age  of  twenty-five  to  the  precocious 
and  twenty-eight  to  thirty  years  is  reached  by  the  ordinary  before 
they  have  established  their  vocation.  An  age  wrhen  the  reputations 
of  many  have  been  established  in  other  lines  of  business  and  here- 
tofore in  the  profession.  Many  of  the  successful  advances  in  surgery 
have  been  made  by  young  surgeons  before  the  thirtieth  year  has 
been  reached.  I  have  not  mentioned  the  conscientious  young  man 
who  desires  a  practical  schooling,  clinically  in  hospital  or  dispensary, 
before  putting  his  book  lore  and  theories  into  practice,  for  the 
picture  is  too  horrid  to  look  upon.  His  bending  knees,  shortened 
stature,  dimness  of  eyes  and  naked  scalp  will  all  point  to  decay 
before  he  gets  busy.  I  believe  we  should  boldly  protest  against 
this,  so  that  the  light  of  hope  to  the  young  men  and  women  entering 
the  profession  shall  not  be  extinguished. 
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Our  Society. 

Our  society  financially  has  been  prosperous.  The  money  in 
the  treasury  is  evidence  of  that.  So  far  as  the  auxiliary  societies 
are  concerned  (with  the  exception  of  two  or  three)  they  do  not  give 
the  indications  of  thrift  that  they  should.  Great  effort  should  be 
made  to  increase  the  membership.  Methods  should  be  devised  by 
the  organization  to  attract  the  attention  of  many  physicians  who 
do  not  belong  to  any  society.  I  think  the  time  is  opportune  for 
this  work,  particularly  among  our  physicians.  AYe  can  use  the 
recent  law  that  was  passed  to  an  advantage,  bad  as  it  is.  There 
is  no  telling  how  much  worse  it  may  become  in  a  few  years  if  we 
allow  the  tricksters  and  employed  hirelings  free  and  untrammeled 
liberty.  The  physicians  according  to  the  law  of  this  state  are  now 
lawfully  without  distinction.  The  excuse  put  forth  by  the  Allo- 
pathic societies  that  Allopaths  should  be  appointed  in  the  different 
state,  municipal  and  corporate  institutes,  should  be  combated,  and 
civil  service  rules  adopted  under  the  jurisdiction  of  non-biased 
examiners.  Competent  people  should  be  insisted  upon.  In  fact, 
all  public  service  where  physicians  are  required  should  be  permitted 
to  go  to  the  most  fit.  whether  Eclectic,  Homeopathic,  Allopathic 
or  any  other  path.  A  united  demand  and  diligent  prosecution  will 
bring  about  desired  results. 

Another  matter  in  relation  to  the  above  that  may  follow  if  in 
the  near  future  these  ambitious  public  promoters  are  not  watched  ; 
they  will  go  so  far  that  medical  men  will  be  made  liable  to  malprac- 
tice if  they  do  not  pursue  certain  methods,  use  certain  medication 
in  the  treatment  and  cure  of  disease.  They  may  even  go  so  far 
as  to  designate  a  particular  manufacturer's  article  as  so  and  so's 
cerebro  spinal  serum  or  so  and  so's  streptococcus  antidote.  This 
and  the  obnoxious  features  in  the  bill  of  policing  the  profession 
should  arouse  the  physicians  of  all  schools  to  join  their  respective 
medical  societies  and  scrutinize  any  and  all  Standard  Oil  methods 
introduced  into  their  organization. 

The  Duty  of  the  Society  to  the  State. 

The  health  department  in  this  state  has  been  and  is  working 
for  years  at  great  disadvantage  on  account  of  funds.  The  work 
that  they  have  done  with  the  amount  of  money  at  their  disposal 
is  simply  marvelous.  The  stamping  out  of  infection  in  many  places, 
the  restrictions  of  contagious  diseases  and  preventing  their  spread 
has  been  accomplished  in  many  sections  and  is  commendable,  and 
reflects  the  amount  of  good  that  could  be  accomplished  if  the 
legislature  of  the  state  would  turn  their  attention  from  political 
grafting  schemes  for  a  time  to  the  people's  welfare,  and  pursue  a 
less  penurious  course  toward  this  department. 

The  amount  of  money  appropriated  by  less  pretentious  states 
runs  into  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  in  some  over  a 
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million  and  a  half  has  been  used  for  public  health,  while  in  this  state 
but  a  few  thousands  have  been  used.  There  is  no  reason  why  the 
scourge  of  American  manhood  (tuberculosis)  should  not  be  properly 
handled  and  the  danger  minimized.  A  consumptive  farm  or  home 
established  where  the  cities,  towns,  villages  and  rural  sections 
could  send  their  afflicted,  with  the  hope  of  help  and  possible  cure 
that  would  safeguard  and  prevent  infection,  instead  of  relying  upon 
private  capital  or  individual  charity. 

It  is  our  duty  as  a  society,  as  physicians,  as  men  and  women, 
for  humanity's  sake,  to  help  arouse  a  public  sentiment  that  will 
cause  our  state  government  to  be  liberal  toward  this  department. 

Before  closing  I  cannot  help  but  call  the  individual  member's 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  source  of  supply  to  our 
ranks  well  supported.  As  you  are  aware,  the  great  Harvester  of 
Mankind  has  made  great  havoc  among  us.  Some  of  our  ablest 
workers  have  been  garnered.  Xever  in  my  recollection  have  so 
many  physicians  who  have  been  with  us  here,  been  found  missing 
at  roll  call.    They  can  never  return. 

Their  places  must  be  filled.  Not  in  our  minds  or  hearts  can 
they  ever  be,  but  in  the  work  of  the  society  they  must  be. 

Our  Krausi,  Birkenhauer,  Wyatt-Hannath,  Augsburger,  Arm- 
gardt,  Bell  must  be  replaced  by  others.  They  would  have  it  so  if 
they  could,  because  they  were  true  to  the  cause.  That  the  system 
of  medicine  which  our  pioneers  suffered  to  the  point  of  persecution 
and  martyrdom,  which  restored  to  suffering  man  the  panacea  for  his 
ills,  which  has  prevented  the  wild  catering  of  other  schools  for  the 
mythical  and  caused  them  to  return  to  a  reasonably  rational  method, 
which  has  caused  the  arch  enemy  of  all  schools  of  progress  to  sur- 
render their  system  as  of  no  account  (compared  to  the  value  of  a 
one-board  bill),  that  will  perpetuate  and  grow  in  public  favor  as 
time  goes  on,  until  it  will  be  popular  with  all  physicians. 

I  believe  in  the  near  future  a  volume  of  transactions  should 
be  printed  by  the  society,  so  that  every  physician  may  ha\  e  a 
copy  that  will  show  the  many  valuable  essays  that  are  written  by 
the  members  and  the  work  accomplished  by  the  organization  toward 
the  support  of  our  cause.  In  the  meantime,  our  essays  and  the 
work  of  the  society  will  be  printed  by  the  Eclectic  Review,  the 
official  organ  of  the  society. 

You  must  work  diligently  and  faithfully,  to  make  the  profession 
grow  in  numbers  and  keep  pace  with  the  growing  population. 
Send  some  material  every  year,  each  and  every  one  of  you  to  New 
York,  and  we  will  return  to  you  in  the  due  course  of  time  a 
physician  who  will  be  a  credit  to  the  school,  to  his  sponsor,  and  an 
honor  to  the  community  he  selects. 


Potassium  bromide  is  advised  in  minute  doses  for  those  who 
are  continually  catching  cold. —  Medical  Summary. 
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Bacteriology  in  Medicine. 

BY   HERMAN    J.  LOHMANN. 

Delivered  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  New  York. 

Little  did  the  medical  practitioner  of  50  years  ago  or  even  25 
years  ago  imagine  the  possibilities  of  the  science  of  bacteriology. 
The  knowledge  of  the  science  which  even  at  the  present  stage  is 
still  embryotic,  was  almost  unknown  at  that  time  and  was  scoffed 
at  by  many  of  those  who  had  read  literature  on  the  subject  and 
considered  that  literature  an  interesting  bit  of  fiction. 

Although  the  ancients  had  customs  that  would  appear  to  us 
to-day  as  though  they  possessed  knowledge  of  the  existence  of 
these  micro-organisms  we  have  no  definite  data  relating  to  their 
existence  until  Luewenhoeck,  in  1723,  claimed  the  recognition  on 
this  individual  group  of  organisms.  From  all  data  Luewenhoeck's 
descriptions  are  conceded  at  this  time  to  have  been  the  first  to 
be  at  all  accurate. 

The  literature  on  the  subject  is  very  limited  up  to  the  time  of 
Jenner,  in  1796,  when  he  made  the  first  inoculation  with  cow  pox. 
This  practice  received  its  impetus  when  President  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son became  interested  and  favored  the  demonstrations  made  by  Dr. 
Benj.  YVaterhouse  of  Harvard. 

The  general  practitioner  of  those  days,  however,  possessed 
no  knowledge  of  what  he  was  doing.  Smallpox  raged  severely 
from  time  to  time  and  although  vaccination  was  practiced  to  some 
extent  the  main  portion  of  the  practice  consisted  in  the  inoculation 
of  a  person  with  the  virus  of  a  diseased  person.  Great  danger 
accompanied  this  practice  owing  to  the  possibilities  of  inoculating 
the  person  with  other  disease  germs  which  might  result  more  disas- 
trously than  the  smallpox.  Owing  to  this  possibility  great  fear 
was  entertained  and  many  parents  objected  to  the  vaccination  of 
their  children  in  that  manner  and  epidemics  were  frequent.  This 
condition,  however,  has  undergone  a  great  evolution.  This  dreaded 
disease  that  has  swept  the  earth  from  pole  to  pole  is  now  almost 
unknown,  especially  in  the  civilized  world.  This  one  accomplish- 
ment of  bacteriology  is  of  sufficient  merit  to  immortalize  the  names 
of  those  who  were  instrumental  in  bringing  about  this  state.  This, 
however,  is  not  all  that  we  have  to  look  forward  to.  Let  us  hope 
that  we  will  soon  have  the  white  plague  in  the  same  state  of  sub- 
jection. 

Many  diseases  are  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  results 
of  the  action  upon  the  system  of  some  toxin,  the  metabolic  product 
of  one  or  more  species  of  these  micro-organisms.  These  organisms 
are  very  numerous,  both  in  species  and  individuals,  existing-  chiefly 
in  the  vicinity  of  nitrogenizing  matter  and  are  disseminated  through- 
out the  air  and  from  there  to  be  inhaled  and  absorbed  into  the  various 
systems  of  animal  life  and  transmitted  from  one  to  the  other.  These 
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organisms  are  of  a  peculiar  character  and  the  principle  of  "dog 
eat  dog"  exists  among  them  on  the  same  scale  as  in  animal  life,  and 
through  the  antagonism  to  each  other  in  some  species  and  the 
friendliness  to  each  other  in  other  species  do  they  accomplish  their 
purpose. 

At  the  present  time  bacteriology  is  recognized  as  a  very  nice 
adjunct  to  the  knowledge  of  the  general  practitioner  and  as  an 
accomplishment,  but  aside  from  this  the  science  has  shown  its 
importance  to  such  an  extent  and  forged  itself  into  a  prominent 
position  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  into  the  practices  applied 
for  the  prevention  of  disease  and  contagion  so  that  sooner  or  later 
it  will  be  an  almost  indispensable  branch  to  every  practitioner. 
I  will  cite  a  few  instances  in  which  bacteriology  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  definiteness. 

In  diagnosing  a  case  of  fever  we  are  at  once  confronted  with 
the  many  conditions  that  cause  fever.  There  might  be  a  fever 
caused  by  some  enteric  disturbance  and  the  true  cause  cannot  be 
determined  in  the  earlier  stages  by  the  ordinarv  symptoms, 
whether  it  be  a  disturbance  caused  by  bacilli  cola  communis  or  by 
bacilli  typhosus.  An  examination  of  the  urine,  feces  or  blood  would 
at  once  determine  the  cause.  At  the  same  time  the  presence  or 
absence  of  the  spirochetta  obermeieri  (relapsing  fever)  is  deter- 
mined. This  examination,  especially  so  far  as  the  bacillus  typhosus 
is  concerned,  is  determinative,  especially  so  that  we  have  no  abso- 
lute chemical  test,  the  diazo  reaction  being  far  from  reliable  or  satis-1 
factory. 

In  cases  of  diphtheria,  the  examination  of  the  sloughings  will 
prove  definitely  the  presence  of  bacilli  diphthericum  or  reveal  the 
possible  presence  of  staphylococcus  as  an  ulceration. 

In  the  examination  of  pulmonary  discharges  the  definiteness  of 
the  presence  of  bacilli  tuberculosis  or  pneumococci  is  established. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  approval  and  support  to 
the  paper  on  "Gonorrhea  in  Women,''  by  Dr.  Th.  D.  Adlerman,  as  it 
appeared  in  "The  Eclectic  Review'''  of  February.  1908.  This  paper, 
as  you  have  observed,  lays  great  stress  upon  the  importance  of  a 
correct  diagnosis.  No  doubt  the  author  had  several  points  in  view 
when  he  made  that  statement.  He  felt  for  the  personal  safety  of  the 
physician  as  well  as  for  the  patient.  This  is  very  readily  deter- 
mined by  the  examination  of  the  discharge  and  the  outline  of 
gonococci  distinguished  above  those  of  the  staphylococci  and  guide 
the  physician  to  the  correct  diagnosis. 

We  might- at  this  time  consider  a  subject  that  has  given  rise  to 
extensive  discussion  and  speculation,  a  subject  that  presents  itself 
frequently  in  the  life  of  a  physician,  the  advisability  of  pasteurizing 
milk  for  infant  feeding.  Milk  being  used  so  extensively  as  a  food, 
it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  good  as  far  as  nourishing  constitu- 
ents are  concerned  and  pure,  free  of  deleterious  substances,  viz., 
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chemicals  or  dangerous  bacteria.  We  fully  appreciate  the  fact  that 
milk  is  heavily  charged  with  bacteria  of  all  sorts  ;  in  fact,  only  at 
times  is  it  possible  to  draw  milk  free  of  bacteria  from  the  cow 
and  then  it  is  only  the  strippings  or  the  very  last  of  the  milking. 
These  bacteria,  at  any  rate,  some  of  them,  are  necessary  for  the 
proper  digestion  and  assimilation  of  the  food,  and  if  the  practice 
of  pasteurization  which  is  intended  to  destroy  the  pathogens  such  as 
bacilli  tuberculosis  and  bacilli  typhosus  then  it  will  also  destroy  all 
others  that  possess  a  much  less  power  of  resistance  to  heat  than  do 
the  two  species  mentioned.  The  proteid  matter  of  milk  is  meta- 
bolized by  synbiosis  of  two  or  more  species  of  bacteria  in  the  milk 
and  the  destruction  of  these  bacteria  would  prohibit  the  breaking 
down  of  these  higher  albuminous  compounds  because  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  enzymes  produced  by  these  organisms.  Were  it 
possible  to  destroy  the  pathogens  without  affecting  the  non-patho- 
gens the  practice  would  be  commendable,  but  inasmuch  as  such  is 
not  the  case  I  can  see  no  excuse  for  pasteurization.  Thus  we  note 
the  incalculable  value  of  bacteriology  as  an  aid  to  the  careful  diag- 
nostician and  place  into  your  hands  the  key  for  specific  medication. 


Treatment  of  Syphilis. 

BY  FRANK  W.  WEBB,  M.  D. 

In  the  treatment  of  syphilis,  as  in  other  diseases,  I  employ 
remedies  in  accordance  with  specific  indications.  Some  of  the 
drugs  I  shall  mention,  and  from  which  my  best  results  have  been 
achieved,  are  not  generally  used  in  this  much-dreaded  disease. 

The  remedy  that  I  have  found  most  effective  is  berberis  aqua- 
folia,  or  Oregon  grape.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  this  remedy, 
as  I  have  had  long  experience  in  its  use,  and  I  have  vet  to  find 
the  case  it  will  not  benefit,  especially  in  the  secondarv  or  tertiary 
stages.  I  use  either  Lloyd's  specific  medicine  or  a  mother  tincture. 
I  have  had  cases  come  to  me  that  had  eruptions  that  had  been 
treated  with  the  mercurials,  both  internal  and  external,  that  under 
the  use  of  this  most  excellent  remedy  would  in  an  incredibly  short 
time  fade  away.  The  more  the  system  is  saturated  with  the  iodides 
or  the  mercurials  the  better  results  one  seems  to  get. 

I  had  one  case  that  came  to  me  that  had  been  salivated,  and  had 
foul  ulcers  from  the  injudicious  use  of  mercury;  that  was  cleared 
up  in  a  short  time,  and  has  not  at  this  time  (seven  years  after) 
returned. 

Of  course,  I  do  not  wish  my  readers  to  infer  that  I  condemn 
the  use  of  iodides  or  mercurials,  for  I  readily  recognize  their  place 
in  medicine. 

From  eight  years'  experience  with  berberis  I  can  unhesitatingly 
say  that  it  is  a  safe  basis  for  this  condition,  and  if  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  an  anti-syphilitic  I  think  it  is  berberis  aquafolia. 
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Another  useful  remedy  that  is  obtained  from  the  vegetable 
kingdom  and  lauded  for  its  usefulness  in  this  disease  is  echinacea 
angustifolium.  Xow,  my  experience  with  this  drug  in  this  disease 
has  been  very  disappointing,  except  in  some  few  cases,  or  for  its 
hypodermic  use  or  for  external  application. 

1  do  not  make  use  of  formulae  very  much,  but  I  have  had 
excellent  results  from  one  that  is  called  succus  amagora,  which  I 
have  used  more  as  a  tonic,  except  in  one  most  obstinate  case  that 
had  been  treated  for  years  before  it  came  into  my  hands,  and  it 
recovered  in  ten  months  and  has  never  returned  since.  In  that 
case  the  patient  was  very  much  emaciated,  but  is  now  stout  and 
healthy. 

When  there  is  any  glandular  induration  I  combine  iris  versi- 
color with  berberis  aquafolia,  with  the  result  that  in  a  few  weeks 
the  glands  will  resume  their  normal  size,  and  in  no  case  have  I  ever 
known  them  to  either  enlarge  or  indurate  afterwards. 

In  those  cases  where  there  are  nodes,  I  use  corydalis.  I  am 
very  sorry  to  remark  that  this  is  a  much  neglected  drug.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  other  agent  that  will  act  as  quickly  or  that  you  will 
get  the  permanent  results  from,  that  you  will  from  corydalis  in 
syphilitic  nodes. 

For  the  foul  breath  I  have  yet  to  find  the  case  that  will  not 
3'ield  to  baptisia  tinctora,  for  I  think  that  back  of  syphilis  is  a  con- 
dition that  has  never  been  recognized,  that  is  akin  to  typhoid. 

In  the  sore  throat  I  get  results  from  the  use  of  Phytolacca  or 
causticum  6x ;  for  the  mucous  patches  I  have  my  patients  wash  out 
their  mouths  with  full  strength  echafolta  and  thuja,  equal  parts. 

For  the  periosteal  or  nocturnal  bone  pain,  as  they  call  it,  I  use 
eupatorium  perfoliatum. 

For  the  nervousness  that  often  accompanies  these  cases  I  use 
kalmia  latifolia  or  cypripedium. 

Sometimes  you  will  get  cases  that  complain  of  a  feeling  of 
fullness  in  the  right  side  and  across  the  abdomen  that  amounts 
almost  to  a  bloated  condition,  with  the  bowels  constipated.  Here 
Ave  should  resort  to  podophyllin.  Sometimes  (and  in  my  experi- 
ence very  often)  the  excretion  of  the  kidneys  is  not  right,  either  the 
specific  gravity  is  too  high  or  too  low,  the  fluids  are  in  excess  or 
diminished,  or  the  solids  are  not  excreted  normally,  and  then  we 
have  to  resort  to  such  measures  as  will  restore  the  kidneys  to  their 
normal  condition.  In  one  case  that  came  under  my  care  that  had 
been  treated  with  berberis  and  did  not  progress  beyond  a  certain 
point  I  found  the  urine  to  be  excessively  alkaline  and  upon  speaking 
to  the  doctor  who  had  treated  it.  he  said  he  had  never  thought  to 
analyze  the  urine.  I  corrected  the  condition  and  the  case  made  a 
good  recovery. 

For  the  melancholy  state,  or  as  the  "patient  will  often  describe 
it.  as  if  something  dreadful  was  going  to  happen,  or  a  fear  of  im- 
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.pending  danger,  I  use  pulsatilla.  Sometimes  we  get  the  well- 
known  indication  for  arsenic,  and  in  some  cases  where  there  have 
been  well-marked  spells  of  periodicity,  I  have  used  cinchona  or 
some  of  its  salts. 

To  sum  it  all  up,  the  treatment  from  first  to  last  will  have  to  be 
similar  to  that  followed  in  other  diseases ;  as  the  different  condi- 
tions arise  the  symptoms  will  have  to  be  met  and  combated. 

I  will  cite  a  few  cases  in  practice  to  illustrate  what  I  have 
written,  in  regard  to  the  use  of  vegetable  remedies  in  the  treatment 
of  syphilis : 

Case  i,  W.  A.  H. — Came  under  my  care  in  January,  1901 ;  his 
weight  had  been  180  pounds;  he  had  been  treated  for  six  months 
and  his  weight  had  been  reduced  to  pounds.    I  examined  him 

and  found  that  the  maxillary  glands  and  the  upper  chain  of  the 
inguinal  glands  were  hypertrophic  and  indurated ;  there  were  nodes 
the  size  of  a  split  pea,  and  he  had  been  told  that  nothing  could  be 
done  for  him,  as  he  was  running  into  post-syphilitic  tuberculosis. 
]  wrote  a  prescription  for  berberis  aquafolia,  2  oz. ;  iris  vers.,  2  dr. ; 
corydalis,  1  oz. ;  aqua  q.  s.  add  4  oz.  Sig.  1  drachm  every  four  hours. 
In  about  three  weeks  he  complained  of  a  sensation  as  if  he 
wanted  to  swallow  all  of  the  time.  I  examined  his  throat  and  found 
it  slightly  swollen  and  dark  red.  I  alternated  Phytolacca,  1  dr.; 
aqua,  q.  s.,  add  4  oz. ;  sig.  1  drachm  every  hour  with  his  other 
medicine  and  with  the  result  that  he  recovered  in  less  than  a  year. 
At  this  time  he  is  the  father  of  two  healthy  children  and  weighs 
220  pounds. 

Case  No.  2,  S.  T.  McK. — Came  to  me  in  a  rundown  condition ; 
his  right  hand  was  covered  with  a  scab  and  his  left  one  had  a  slight 
psoriasis ;  his  hair  was  so  thin  that  he  was  bald  in  spots  and  he  had 
long  parted  with  his  eyebrows ;  his  breath  was  very  foul  and  his 
teeth  loose ;  he  was  greatly  emaciated.  I  wrote  a  prescription  for  a 
mild  ointment  of  yellow  oxide  of  mercury  for  the  hands,  and  for 
internal  treatment  succus  amagora,  with  the  result  that  he  is  to  all 
appearances  a  well  man  to-day. 

Case  No.  3,  J.  W. — Came  to  me  with  one  of  the  worst  cases  I 
ever  saw.  His  teeth  were  loose  and  he  had  mucous  patches  in  his 
mouth,  and  was  covered  with  blotches  that  were  a  decided  copper 
color.  I  put  him  on  berberis  "  aquafolia,  2  oz. ;  baptisia  tinct., 
20  gtt. ;  aqua,  q.  s.,  add  4  oz.  Sig.  1  drachm  every  three  hours. 
For  the  loose  teeth  I  gave  the  3X  of  mercurius  vivus,  gr.  3, 
every  four  hours,  with  the  result  that  his  teeth  tightened  up,  his 
breath  lost  its  foul  odor  in  less  than  one  month.  For  the  patches 
I  had  him  wash  out  his  mouth  with  a  15%  solution  of  dioxigen,  and 
touch  the  patches  with  thuja,  full  strength,  and  to-day  he  is  well 
and  strong. 

Case  No.  4,  Miss  E.  F.  F. — Infected  from  towel  that  had  been 
used  by  someone  who  was  suffering  from  syphilis.    In  her  case  I 
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took  it  after  the  second  month's  treatment  by  a  specialist.  The 
indications  were  for  echinacea,  so  I  wrote  for  echinacea,  4  oz.,  half 
a  teaspoonful  every  three  hours.  In  about  four  weeks  she  came  to 
me  and  said  she  had  a  sore  throat,  that  first  came  on  the  right  side 
and  then  changed  to  the  left.  I  recognized  the  indications  for  a 
drug  that  is  very  little  used,  but  once  used  in  its  proper  place  will 
never  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  drug  is  lac  caninum  6x,  from  one 
to  two  drachms  in  4  oz.  water,  one  drachm  every  hour.  In  this 
case  it  proved  curative  in  five  days,  and  in  six  months'  time  I 
discharged  the  patient  as  cured  and  she  has  had  no  symptoms  since ; 
in  fact,  is  married  and  has  a  healthy  boy  about  seven  months  old. 

Case  No.  5  and  last. — Had  the  worst  tibial  ulcer  that  I  ever 
saw;  had  treated  himself  with  patent  blood  medicine  for  a  year,  and 
upon  going  to  a  doctor  was  told  he  had  syphilis.  After  treating 
with  the  physician  for  about  two  years  he  came  to  me,  a  broken- 
down  wreck.  I  put  him  on  berberis  and  iris,  and  for  his  ulcer  I 
used  various  kinds  of  dressing,  both  dry  and  ointments,  but  to  no 
avail.  I  finally  used  a  non-alcoholic  preparation  of  echinacea,  called 
hypodermic  echinacea.  I  injected  thirty  drops  around  the  edge  of 
the  ulcer  every  day  for  three  weeks,  and  ordered  the  ulcer  to  be 
cleaned  with  full-strength  dioxigen,  and  then  cotton  saturated  with 
echafolta  applied,  with  the  result  that  the  ulcer  healed  up  in  three 
months  and  never  has  returned.  I  should  state  that  he  had  as  many 
as  ten  abscesses  at  one  time.  I  evacuated  the  abscesses,  cleaned 
them  out  with  dioxigen,  injected  into  the  cavity  a  solution  of  50% 
echafolta,  and  then  .injected  around  the  cavity  hypodermic  echin- 
acea, with  the  result  that  he  has  never  had  a  return  of  them  in 
fourteen  months.  I  discharged  him  as  cured.  I  gave  him  as  a 
tonic  succus  amagora,  with  the  result  as  above  stated. 

I  think  that  I  have  written  enough  on  this  subject  to  exhaust 
the  patience  of  the  reader,  but  to  me  this  treatment  is  as  certain  as 
anything  can  be. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 


Glyconda,  Not  a  Substitute  but  an  Improved  Neutralizing  Cordial. 

BY  JOHN  FEARN,  M.  D. 

How  we  cherish  our  friends;  we  cling  to  them  while  living 
and  we  mourn  for  them  in  death.  And  be  it  known  when  we 
use  the  word  friends  we  want  it  understood  in  its  widest  sense.  For 
we  find  the  tendrils  of  our  affections  climbing  over  the  fences  that 
separate  animate  from  inanimate  things,  and  we  speak  of  the  inani- 
mate in  terms  which  long  custom  has  reserved  for  the  animate  only. 
You  may  call  this  feeling  sentiment  or  affection  or  what  you  will, 
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but  it  is  there  to  be  reckoned  with.    It  is  the  same  feeling  which 
finds  expression  in  the  poet's  words  when  he  says : 
"W  oodman,  spare  the  tree, 

Touch  not  one  single  bough. 
In  youth  it  sheltered  me, 
And  I  will  protect  it  now." 

So  when  the  progressive  physician,  looking  over  the  past,  calls 
to  mind  the  remedies  he  has  used.  When  he  sees  this  old  remedy, 
thinks  of  the  suffering  it  has  assuaged,  the  wrongs  it  has  righted, 
the  good  it  has  clone,  can  we  be  surprised  that  his  feelings  toward  it 
come  mighty  near  that  of  affection? 

Few  who  read  these  lines  have  had  a  longer  experience  with 
this  old  combination  than  the  present  writer.  Nearly  forty  years 
ago  I  made  my  first  batch  of  neutralizing  cordial,  and  how  proud 
I  was  of  it.  And  as  the  years  rolled  by  I  made  changes  in  it 
that  I  and  others  thought  were  improvements.  And  after  I  settled 
on  the  Pacific  slope  other  doctors  began  to  test  it  and  call  for  it, 
until  finally  there  was  quite  a  demand  for  it,  and  those  who  used 
it  pronounced  it  very  good,  and  as  they  moved  to  other  states  they 
still  sent  long  distances  for  it.  But  through  all  these  years  its 
usefulness  was  marred  by  two  fatal  objections.  In  the  first  place, 
the  dose  was  too  large  for  a  sensitive  stomach  and  many  times  the 
dose  would  come  back.  The  second  objection  was  clue  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  too  sweet — there  was  too  much  sugar  in  it.  This  was 
a  very  serious  matter  as  it  would  set  up  saccharine  fermentation, 
just  the  very  thing  we  were  often  aiming  to  overcome.  But  in  this 
age  of  -progress,  barriers  are  overcome,  difficulties  cleared  away.  It 
remained  for  the  Xew  Vork  Specific  Medication  Club  to  start  the 
investigation  which  should  result  in  removing  these  objections  to 
the  use  of  this  grand  old  remedy.  They  appointed  a  committee, 
the  chairman  of  which  was  Dr.  W.  L.  Heeve.  After  investigation 
they  called  to  their  assistance  Prof.  John  Uri  Lloyd,  and  the  result  of 
their  labors  is  seen  in  that  we  have  a  new  preparation  on  the  market 
to-day,  the  name  of  which  is  glyconda,  concentrated,  sugarless 
neutralizing  cordial,  full  strength  of  the  original  Beach's  cordial. 
And  it  would  appear  to  this  writer  that  the  introduction  of  glyconda 
would  mean  the  passing  of  neutralizing  cordial  in  its  old  shape. 

But  just  as  there  were  men  who  would  stick  to  the  flail  rather 
than  take  the  steam  thrasher,  so  there  may  be  some  few  who  would 
rather  stick  to  the  old  preparation  than  take  up  with  its  more  scien- 
tific successor.  But  I  feel  sure  that  no  practical  man  can  fairly 
test  the  new  preparation  and  then  go  back  to  the  old,  for  he  will 
say  the  new  is  better.  Does  someone  ask  what  can  we  do  with 
glyconda?  I  reply,  think  of  all  the  cases  where  you  have  used  the 
old  preparation  with  advantage,  and  then  I  unhesitatingly  tell  you 
you  can  do  more  good  in  every  case  with  the  new  preparation  than 
vou  did  with  the  old. 
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In  the  first  place  glyconda  is  not  an  unpleasant  remedy  to  take. 
We  all  know  by  experience  the  unpleasantness  of  taking  sweets 
into  a  sick  stomach.  With  this  remedy  the  trouble  is  almost 
entirely  overcome,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  give  this  remedy  in  doses 
small  or  large  to  infants  and  adults  as  a  panacea  for  vomiting  in 
acidity  and  foulness  of  the  stomach.  Glyconda  is  one  of  the  best 
carminatives  .the  physician  has  at  his  command.  Take  the  case  of 
flatulent  dyspepsia;  in  many  of  these  cases  some  two  hours  after 
eating  the  patients  are  the  victims  of  feelings  in  the  stomach  the 
most  distressing.  Many  times  it  is  not  acute  pain,  but  there  is  a 
sense  of  weight  and  oppression  almost  unbearable  ;  in  such  a  case 
give  to  an  adult  from  one  to  two  teaspoonfuls  of  this  remedy;  the 
relief  is  almost  immediate,  as  I  have  seen.  The  alkali  relieves  the 
acidity  and  burning  and  the  kindly  soothing  and  stimulating 
influence  of  the  mentha  piperita  puts  a  quietus  on  the  local  oppression 
pleasing  to  the  doctor  and  grateful  to  the  patient,  and  the  dose 
can  be  repeated  as  often  as  needed  without  fear.  In  a  very  severe 
case  of  measles  with  high  temperature  and  sick  stomach  a  few 
drops  were  given  with  every  dose  of  the  special  sedative  and  the 
results  were  all  that  could  be  desired.  In  bilious  colic  add  oi  to  ohi 
spec,  dioscorea  to  §iv  of  glyconda,  give  teaspoonful  doses  every 
one  to  three  hours :  for  any  case  of  pain  in  the  bowels  this  is  a  grand 
combination  and  no  fear  of  overdosing.  Take  the  nervous  dyspepsia 
of  delicate  women — use  I>  spec,  ignatia  5ss,  glyconda  Jiv.  M.  Sig. 
5i  four  times  a  day.  If  there  is  a  call  for  the  remedy,  specific  Pulsa- 
tilla can  be  added.  Take  the  case  where  we  have  irritation  of 
nerve  centers,  where  the  patient  is  nervous  and  sleepless,  where 
we  need  remedies  to  improve  sympathetic  innervation,  where  circula- 
tion and  nutrition  must  be  improved,  one  of  the  best  combinations 
will  be :  I>  Spec,  passiflora  incar  oi  to  oii  aqua  mentha  piperita, 
glyconda  aa.  Jii.  Let  the  dose  be  teaspoonful  every  two  or  three 
hours.  You  will  get  results.  A  very  unpleasant  class  of  cases 
come  to  the  doctor  at  times.  Cases  of  specific  urethritis  have  been 
treated  with  large  doses  of  balsam  copaiba ;  the  stomach  is  upset, 
there  is  complete  loss  of  appetite,  and  what  a  wretched  condition 
the  poor  patient  is  in.  Drop  out  the  copaiba  entirely  and  with 
glyconda  as  a  base,  add  the  special  sedative  as  indicated  or  specific 
macrotys,  specific  cannabis  indica,  specific  rhus,  specific  apis  mellifica 
whichever  one  of  these  specific  medicines  is  indicated.  You  will 
be  delighted  with  the  results.  Your  patient  will  improve,  he  will 
come  back  to  his  food  and  though  he  may  never  pay  your  bill, 
he  will  never  forget  you.  Let  me  call  your  attention  to  one  other 
case.  You  will  see  cases  of  unfortunate  patients  who  have  had  and 
are  suffering  with  syphilis.  It  was  unfortunate  for  them  to  get 
such  a  disease,  and  they  have  had  a  second  misfortune  in  having 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  routine  doctors  who  have  acted  as  though 
they  thought  the  patient  was  possessed  with  a  devil — and  with 
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strong  medicines  they  have  tried  to  drive  the  devil  out.  In  the  past 
of  their  lives  they  may  have  been  vicious,  or  perhaps  they  have  only 
been  unfortunate,  and  if  we  are  worthy  the  name  of  phvsicians 
we  shall  try  to  help  them.  Look  at  such  a  patient.  How  wretched. 
No  appetite  and  very  little  power  to  digest  food.  He  is  losing  flesh, 
sleeps  but  little,  suffers  much  pain,  hope  gone,  money  often  gone. 
Give  such  a  patient  I£  Specific  corydalis  formosa  §i,  glyconda  giii. 
M.  Sig.  5i  four  times  a  day.  After  taking  that  give  him  I£  Specific 
berb.  aquafolium,  gi,  glyconda  giii.  M.  Sig.  5i  four  times  a  day. 
Attend  to  cleanliness  and  general  health  conditions.  Continue  to 
treat  him  on  these  lines  and  you  will  soon  have  a  new  man  on  your 
hands.  But  the  combinations  that  can  be  used  with  glyconda  as  a 
base  are  almost  endless.  Let  me  say  it  is  a  grand  remedy,  a  great 
improvement  on  the  old  neutralizing  cordial,  and  I  predict  for  it  a 
great  demand  when  physicians  get  acquainted  with  it.  Good-by, 
neutralizing  cordial.  Welcome,  glyconda ! 
Oakland  Cal. 
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The  Third  Row  in  My  Medicine  Case. 

NO.   IV.  FERRUM  PHOSPHORICUM  PHOSPHATE  OF  IRON. 

The  phosphate  of  iron  constitutes  a  medicament  which  should 
not  be  neglected  by  Eclectic  physicians,  for  its  therapeutic  field 
embraces  many  wrongs  of  life  which  are  almost  daily  presented  for 
consideration.  The  fact  that  it  is  one  of  the  drugs  known  as  the 
"twelve  tissue  remedies,"  and  that  it  is  extensively  employed  by 
homeopathic  practitioners  seems  to  cause  many  good  Eclectics  to 
overlook  its  great  usefulness.  This  neglect  of  a  good  remedy  is 
decidedly  wrong,  for  Eclecticism  is  boundless  in  principles,  and  its 
adherents  should,  therefore,  investigate  everything  likely  to  prove 
beneficial  to  the  sick. 

Ferrum  phosphoricum  is  successfully  employed  in  all  abnormal 
states^  depending  on  a  relaxed  condition  of  muscular  tissue,  and 
also  in  wrongs  of  the  blood. 

In  all  ailments  in  which  congestion  constitutes  a  prominent 
characteristic  the  influence  of  the  third  trituration  of  this  prepara- 
tion of  iron  is  unmistakably  corrective,  and  in  the  first  stage  of  all 
forms  of  inflammation  its  action  is  always  in  a  positively  curative 
direction.  In  all  diseases  presenting  a  muco-purulent  discharge, 
with  a  tendency  to  hemorrhage,  it  exerts  a  restraining  influence, 
and  in  all  forms  of  hemorrhage  caused  by  a  relaxed  or  weakened 
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condition  of  the  blood  vessels  ferrum  phos.  is  one  of  our  most 
reliable  remedial  agents.  In  the  diarrhoea  of  children  whose  faces 
appear  pinched,  when  the  skin  is  hot  and  there  is  great  thirst,  this 
medicament  will  render  excellent  service.  It  is  especially  valuable 
in  the  treatment  of  children  who,  in  addition  to  debility  and  failing 
appetite,  manifest  a  tendency  to  become  dull  and  listless,  and  at  the 
same  time  are  constantly  losing  weight  and  strength.  In  such  cases 
it  exerts  an  influence  which  makes  for  increase  in  strength  and 
better  bodily  development.  In  many  inflammations,  and  some  of 
the  eruptive  fevers,  especially  in  young  and  sensitive  children,  its 
action  seems  to  stand  midway  between  aconite  and  veratrum.  My 
invariable  guide  to  the  use  of  these  three  remedies  in  fevers  is  as 
follows:  Small  and  frequent  pulse,  aconite  ;  medium  and  frequent 
pulse,  ferrum  phosphoricum ;  full,  bounding  and  frequent  pulse, 
veratrum.    This  rule  I  find  to  work  very  satisfactorily. 

In  the  acute  febrile  or  initiatory  stage  of  all  inflammatory 
affections  of  the  respiratory  tract,  including  rhinitis,  laryngitis, 
trachitis,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  pleurisy  and  pleuro-pneumonia, 
small  doses  of  ferrum  phos.  may  be  depended  upon  to  aid  much 
in  a  rational  treatment.  It  also  constitutes  a  valuable  remedial 
agent  in  the  first  stage  of  gastric  and  enteric  fevers,  and  in  the 
inflammatory  stomach  ache  in  children  resulting  from  chill,  and 
causing  loose  evacuations  from  the  bowels,  this  agent  often  exerts 
the  only  needed  corrective  influence. 

In  articular  rheumatism,  especially  of  the  shoulder,  it  is  an 
effective  remedy,  and  in  pains  extending  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
chest,  attacking  one  joint  after  another,  it  has  been  highly  recom- 
mended. It  is  also  believed  to  be  useful  in  muscular  rheumatism, 
and  in  rheumatic  affections  of  the  aged,  when  the  muscles  are 
stiff  and  weakened,  with  a  disposition  to  painful  cramps,  the  phos- 
phate of  iron  exerts  a  sustaining  power  which  is  very  gratefully 
received  by  the  patient,  but  if  the  cramps  are  severe  it  is  well  to  combine 
it  with  viburnum  prunifolium. 

In  all  catarrhal  and  inflammatory  fevers,  and  during  the  fever- 
ishness  at  the  beginning  of  any  disease,  this  agent  is  very  useful. 
Many  cases  of  chicken  pox.  erysipelas  and  erysipelatous  inflam- 
mations also  come  within  the  range  of  its  curative  action.  In 
erysipelas  it  is  employed  both  internally  and  externally  with  excel- 
lent results.  It  promptly  reduces  the  heat,  blood  accumulation, 
pain  and  throbbing  which  accompany  the  beginning  of  abscesses, 
boils,  carbuncles  and  felons,  and  when  the  fauces  is  very  red  and 
painful,  but  without  exudation,  the  exhibition  of  ferrum  phos.  will 
afford  marked  relief.  It  also  exerts  a  considerable  relieving  power 
when  there  are  noises  in  the  ears  caused  by  blood  pressure  result- 
ing from  a  relaxed  condition  of  the  veins  not  returning  the  blood 
properly. 
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In  incontinence  of  urine  resulting  from  weakness  of  the 
sphincter  or  excessive  secretion  of  urine,  its  action  is  decidedly 
corrective,  and  in  irritation  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  it  is  deemed  a 
remedy  of  merit.  In  the  early  stage  of  gonorrhoea  and  in  orchitis 
ferrum  phos.  is  employed  with  good  results,  and  in  epididymitis 
it  often  constitutes  a  useful  remedial  agent.  When  the  menses 
are  too  frequent  and  profuse,  and  there  is  pressure  in  the  abdomen, 
bearing  down  sensations  and  constant  dull  ovarian  pains,  accom- 
panied by  pain  in  the  top  of  the  head,  this  agent  will  exert  a 
relieving  influence.  In  vaginismus  and  vaginitis  resulting  from 
dryness  and  increased  sensitiveness  of  the  organ,  ferrum  phos.  has 
been  used  with  much  advantage.  As  a  preventive  of  fever  after 
childbirth  it  is  also  deemed  useful. 

The  following  indications  taken  from  Fyfe's  Materia  Medica 
will  suggest  the  lines  along  which  this  drug  may  be  profitably 
studied : 

''Fever  at  the  commencement  of  any  disease,  when  the  pulse 
is  not  full  and  bounding;  capillary  congestion  with  burning  sensa- 
tion of  the  skin;  inflammation  of  the  eyes  with  sharp  pain;  feeble, 
compressible  and  quick  pulse,  indicating  debility,  especially  in 
children ;  congested  nasal  mucous  membrane,  unnatural  redness 
of  mucous  membranes  of  the  mouth  ;  inflammation  of  the  fauces, 
characterized  by  redness  and  pain,  without  exudation;  red  and 
inflamed  tonsils  and  swollen  glands ;  excessive  congestion  of  the 
uterus  at  the  monthly  periods ;  bearing  down  sensations  with  con- 
stant, dull  ovarian  pains;  pains  in  the  back,  loins  and  over  the 
kidneys;  debility  of  children  where  there  are  no  organic  lesions; 
convulsions  with  fever  in  teething  children;  febrile  stage  of  inflam- 
matory affections  of  the  respiratory  tract;  hyperemia  of  the  brain, 
producing  delirium  ;  dull,  heavy  pain  on  top  of  the  head  ;  first  stage 
of  cold  in  the  head ;  incontinence  of  urine  from  weakness  of  the 
sphincter,  especially  in  children  ;  diarrhoea  caused  by  chill.'' 

The  dose  of  the  third  trituration  of  the  phosphate  of  iron  is 
five  grains,  but  it  is  usually  employed  as  follows:  Ferrum  phos., 
3x,  gr.  xx  to  3i ;  water,  -Jiv.    Teaspoonful  every  hour. 


Baptisia. 

Baptisia  tinctoria  has  held  a  prominent  place  for  many  years  in 
the  Eclectic  Materia  Medica  as  an  antiseptic,  but  of  more  recent 
date  it  has  shared  the  honors  with  echinacea.  Both,  however,  have 
their  particular  uses,  and  the  one  should  not  be  discarded  for  the 
other,  a  practice  too  common  in  these  days  when  a  new  drug  almost 
daily  displaces  another.  Both  baptisia  and  echinacea  are  good 
general  antiseptics,  yet  each  has  its  specific  indications  pointing  to 
different  specific  action  and  needs. 

Sepsis,  then,  is  the  keynote  to  the  selection  of  baptisia.  but  this 
indication  is  governed  by  the  peculiar  appearance  of  the  part 
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affected,  of  the  membranes  and  of  the  patient  as  a  whole.  There 
is  a  peculiar  duskiness  of  a  bluish  or  purplish  hue  that  points 
unmistakably  to  baptisia.  It  may  be  a  swollen,  bluish  face,  dark 
swollen  membranes,  or  an  ulceration  of  indolent  character,  with 
bluish  or  purplish  edges.  When  the  tissues  are  full,  with  a  sluggish 
capillary  circulation  and  tendency  to  death  and  disintegration 
of  the  parts,  baptisia  is  the  indicated  remedy.  Active,  acute  con- 
ditions are  not  benefited,  and  are  likely  to  be  aggravated  by  baptisia. 
It  is  contra-indicated  by  hyperemia ;  indicated  by  capillary  stag- 
nation. This  is  well  illustrated  in  some  cases  of  diphtheria.  The 
sluggish  cases  are  those  benefited  by  it.  Baptisia  is  pre-eminently 
a  typhoid  remedy.  Perhaps  no  remedy  has  been  so  popular  among 
Eclectic  physicians  for  its  effects  in  this  condition.  Here,  as  else- 
where, the  symptoms  indicating  baptisia  are  those  of  debility  and 
tendency  to  destruction  of  the  blood  and  the  tissues.  The  baptisia 
patient  has  a  swollen  appearance,  dusky  color,  a  strong  tendency 
to  drowsiness,  and  the  diarrhoea  is  of  the  prune-juice  variety,  resem- 
bling, as  Dr.  Scudder  wrote,  the  "washings  from  raw  meat."  Keep- 
ing these  facts  in  view,  baptisia  may  be  confidently  used  in  any 
disease,  and  particularly  in  septic  conditions,  in  sore  mouth  and 
malignant  forms  of  sore  throat,  in  scarlatina,  tonsillitis,  typhoid 
fever,  typhoid  dysentery,  typhoid  pneumonia,  typho-malarial  fever, 
fetid  sanious  discharges  from  the  genitalia,  and  in  similar  discharges 
from  other  parts.  Briefly  recounted,  the  indications  are :  Debility, 
with  feeble  capillary  circulation ;  fullness  of  tissue,  with  dusky, 
leaden-hued,  purplish  or  livid  discoloration  ;  tendency  to  ulceration 
and  decay ;  color  of  skin  disappears  upon  pressure  and  slowly 
returns  upon  ceasing  pressure ;  typhoid  states ;  face  swollen  and 
bluish,  like  one  having  been  frozen  or  long  exposed  to  the  cold; 
fetid,  prune- juice-like  discharges;  tendency  to  gangrene. — Eclectic 
Medical  Gleaner. 

In  referring  to  baptisia  in  another  department  of  the  above- 
named  journal  the  editor  is  reminded  of  a  discussion  between  Profs. 
Howe  and  Scudder  concerning  the  value  of  baptisia  as  an  anti- 
septic. The  discussion  mentioned  is  probably  well  remembered  by 
the  older  members  of  our  school,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  many  young 
Eclectics  are  conversant  with  the  lively  baptisia  discussion  of 
Scudder  and  Howe  which  so  deeply  interested  us  nearly  twenty-five 
years  ago.    In  part  the  editor  says : 

"They  looked  upon  the  matter  from  different  lights,  and  they 
differed  in  their  views  concerning  the  same.  Howe  asserted  that 
baptisia  was  not  a  deodorizer  or  disinfectant,  because  it  would  not 
arrest  the  putrefaction  of  flesh.  This  from  the  side  of  the  surgeon. 
Scudder  argued  that  baptisia  was  a  preventer  of  flesh  disintegration, 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that,  administered  internally,  it  arrested  the 
process  of  disintegration  and  prevented  sepsis,  in  that  way  being 
useful  wherever  septicemia  was  likely  to  occur  in  disease     Thus  it 
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was  that  each  was  correct  from  his  own  standpoint,  for,  although 
baptisia  was  formerly  used  in  the  form  of  a  poultice  for  purifying 
suppurating  wounds,  it  is  probable  that  its  influence  was  directed 
by  absorption  after  the  manner  Dr.  Scudder  claimed,  the  drug  acting 
as  a  preventive,  rather  'than  as  a  destroyer  of  putrefied  substances 
already  formed.  In  other  words,  baptisia  is  not  a  deodorizer,  nor 
2  destroyer  of  putrefied  material,  but  a  systemic  corrector  that  tends 
to  prevent  such  morbific  changes.'' 


Acute  Amenorrhea. 

In  acute  amenorrhea  aconite  is  a  most  excellent  remedy,  but 
if  in  any  given  case  the  results  are  not  quite  satisfactory  cimicifuga 
should  be  added  to  the  prescription.  If  this  combination  does  not 
bring  about  the  desired  result  it  will  do  no  harm  to  consider  preg- 
nancy as  a  possibility. 


Society  ^Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Kansas  City  in  June, 
1908.    L.  A.  Perce,  M.D.,  president;   W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  Albany, 
March,  1908.  G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D., 
secretary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Borden,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin 
Howes,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C.  A.  Tyrrell, 
M.D.,  president;    H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
H.  Stoesser,  M.D.,  president;   M.  B.  Pearlstien,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.    A.  Blaustein,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday 
of  each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
Street.  Electa  A.  Brown,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D., 
secretary. 


National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

The  several  sections  for  the  session  of  the  National  Eclectic 
Medical  Association  in  Kansas  City  have  been  completed  and  offi- 
cered, each  officer  has  been  notified  and  has  accepted  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  have  so  far  selected  those  who  will  do  good  work,  and 
who  have  replied  to  my  request,  regardless  of  location,  previous 
service  or  condition.  One  thing  I  wish  to  call  to  your  attention 
is  this,  should  you  miss  the  name  of  those  in  your  own  particular 
part  of  the  medical  vineyard,  from  the  section  heads,  please  bear  in 
mind  that  while  many  are  called  few  accept.  Much  time  and  work 
has  been  spent  in  giving  to  all  sections  proper  representation,  but 
a  large  number  of  them  written  to  requesting  them  to  accept  the 
office  of  either  chair  or  secretary  of  various  sections  have  either 
declined  or  failed  to  reply,  consequently  I  was  forced  by  circum- 
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stances  to  somewhat  bunch  some  of  this  work.  I  have  no  favorites 
to  serve  and  no  enemies  to  punish,  but  desire  to  do  the  best  I  can 
at  this  distance  in  filling  up  our  lines. 

I  desire  all  to  help  and  hope  we  may  determine  the  issue  in 
such  a  vigorous  manner  that  we  will  have  a  rousing  meeting. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  was  held  in  the  college  audi- 
torium Thursday,  March  19,  President  Tyrrell  presiding.  The 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  approved  as  read. 

Dr.  Thompson  offered  a  motion,  which  was  unanimously 
carried,  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to,  consider  means  for  perfect- 
ing the  organization  of  Eclectics  in  New  York  City.  The  chair 
appointed  Drs.  Boskowitz,  Thompson,  Hyde,  MacDermott  and 
Harris. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Frank  Greene  was  proposed  for  membership, 
the  application  being  ordered  to  take  the  usual  course. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  gave  a  detailed  report  of  the  state  meeting  and 
of  the  investigations  of  the  council  on  education  of  the  A.  M.  A. 
and  of  the  New  York  state  educational  department.  He  quoted 
from  a  recent  article  by  Dr.  Geo.  Gould,  of  Philadelphia,  showing 
that  there  is  a  reaction  in  the  sentiment  of  those  who  favored  thera- 
peutic nihilism.  Dr.  Gould  also  made  a  plea  for  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  family  physician,  whose  place  is  fast  being  usurped  by 
the  specialist.  He  (Dr.  Gould)  also  shows  the  advantages  to  be 
gained  in  the  small  college  and  offers  a  strong  argument  for  its 
preservation.  Dr.  Boskowitz  urged  all  present  to  read  the  article 
in  full. 

Dr.  A.  A.  Greenberg  agreed  to  present  a  paper  on  lead  poison- 
ing for  the  April  meeting,  after  which  the  society  adjourned. 


The  commencement  exercises  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College 
of  the  City  of  New  York  will  be  held  on  the  evening  of  May  26 
at  Carnegie  Lyceum. 


Fraternally  yours. 


L.  A.  Perce,  President. 


H.  Harris,  Secretary. 


The  fifty-third  annual  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic 
.Medical  Association  will  be  held  at  the  Allyn  House,  Hartford,  on 
Tuesday,  May  12,  1908,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 
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In  press — "A  Manual  of  Practical  Obstetrics,"  by  Frederick  W. 
Hamlin,  M.  D.,  professor  of  obstetrics,  New  York  Homeopathic 
Medical  College  and  Hospital.  Bound  in  flexible  leather,  520  pages. 
Price  $2.50.    Boericke  and  Runyon,  publishers. 


The  Sultan  Drug  Company  desires  to  reassure  their  friends  in 
the  medical  profession  that  cactina  pillets  contain  only  the  thera- 
peutic principles  of  cereus  grandiflorus.  No  other  species  of  cactus 
is  employed  in  their  manufacture,  nor  does  any  other  medicinal 
ingredient  enter  into  their  composition. 


Fine  opening  for  energetic  physician  at  Speedsville,  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.  Address  Dr.  J.  E.  Wright,  80  Cortland  Street. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 


New  England  Eclectic  Medical  Association  meets  May  27  and 
28,  1908,  at  Cheshire  House,  Keene,  N.  H.  George  Adam  Faber, 
M.D.,  president,  Waterbury,  Conn.;  Sylvina  Apphia  Abbott,  Sc.D., 
M.D.,  secretary,  Taunton,  Mass. 


Maine  Eclectic  Medical  Society  meets  May  26,  1908,  at  Preble 
Tlouse,  Portland.  Sylvina  A.  Abbott,  Sc.D..  M.D.,  president,  Taun- 
ton, Mass.;  Henry  Reny,  A.M.,  Ph.G.,  M.D.,  secretary ;  Biddeford. 


Railroad  Rates  to  the  National. 

We  were  unable  to  obtain  special  reduced  rates  to  our  meeting 
at  Kansas  City  on  account  of  the  two-cent  law  in  various  states. 
The  two  cents  per  mile,  however,  is  the  same  rate  as  we  have  here- 
tofore obtained,  and  we  will  not  be  bothered  with  certificates.  The 
law  now,  in  many  states,  requires  the  payment  of  two  cents  per 
mile  each  way,  while  before  we  paid  three  cents  one  way  and  one 
cent  returning. 

Dr.  Scudder  informs  me  that  parties  of  ten  from  his  district 
can  obtain  a  reduction  of  about  10%  on  their  fares.  We  cannot 
obtain  such  concession  from  St.  Louis,  but  you  might  from  your 
district.  Dr.  Scudder  says :  "The  single  fare  from)  Cincinnati  is 
$13.50,  Columbus  $15.50,  Pittsburg  $19.50  and  Wheeling  $18.  We 
can  get  a  reduction  of  $1  each  if  we  can  get  ten  or  more  going 
through  Cincinnati,  and  this  will  be  my  plan.'''  Write  him  and 
prepare  to  go  in  a  body,  as  this  will  be  the  more  enjoyable.  Per- 
haps Dr.  Howes  of  Boston  can  make  similar  arrangements.  I 
haven't  had  time  to  obtain  a  reply  from  him  since  knowing  of  this. 

H.  H.  Helbing,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
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Dr.  Theodore  D.  Adlerman  is  now  located  at  608  Eastern  Park- 
way, near  Nostrand  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Dr.  E.  M.  Manwarren,  who  for  many  years  was  an  active  and 
energetic  worker  in  our  state  society,  has  returned  to  New  York 
and  is  now  located  at  358  Richmond  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


In  answer  to  a  query:  If  a  house  is  infested  with  infected  rats, 
what  measures  should  be  taken  to  prevent  their  infectivity  from 
becoming  infectious? 

This  query,  on  the  face  is  deep,  but  with  a  little  thought  our 
illustrious  friend  will  readily  appreciate  the  feasibility  and  thor- 
oughness of  my  plan. 

Prepare  enough  lunch  to  last  three  or  four  days,  then  start  off 
on  a  hunt  for  the  ratholes,  catch  the  rats  as  they  appear  at  the 
mouth  of  the  hole,  examine  them  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  they 
are  infected.  If  so,  place  them  into  a  steam  sterilizer  in  operation 
for  three  hours  or  into  an  autoclav  at  150  pounds  steam  pressure  for 
two  hours.  If  upon  examination  after  the  lapse  of  this  time  they 
are  still  found  to  be  infected  repeat  the  operation. 

Our  worthy  friend  can  rest  assured  that  they  are  now  abso- 
lutely sterile  and  will  never  again  become  infected  and  will  not  be 
able  to  infest.  Bugologist. 


At  the  Beachonian  "open  meeting"  held  on  the  evening  of 
March  26,  "the  family"  wras  well  represented. 


The  program  on  the  above  occasion  was  very  interesting  and 
"milk"  was  much  in  evidence. 


Everyone  felt  that  the  little  recitationist  was  all  "Wright." 


Everyone  should  read  Dr.  George  M.  Gould's  article,  "Voca- 
tion or  Avocation,"  which  appeared  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Clinical  Medicine. 


The  college  received  the  following  fine  donations  last  month : 
An  immersion  lens  from  Dr.  Lee  H.  Smith,  of  Buffalo ;  a  micro- 
scope from  Dr.  Mariano  Scimeca,  and  a  dozen  rare  volumes  for  our 
library  from  Dr.  H.  E.  Waite. 


Specific  Medication  Club  report  and  book  reviews  crowded 
from  this  issue. 


AD  VER  TI  SEMEN  TS. 


Normal  Tinctures 

Their  Evolution 
and  Manufacture 

In  1870  the  late  William  S.  Merrell,  A.M.,  M.D., 
gave  to  Professor  John  M.  Scudder  the  pharma- 
ceutical data  contained  in  his  book  called  Specific 
Medication.  At  that  time  the  fluid  medicines  of  the 
Eclectic  school  were  known  as  Essential  Tinctures 
— preparations  which  were  certainly  in  advance  of 
the  times.  Gradually,  from  this  beginning,  the 
ethical  and  scientifically  correct  Normal  Tinctures 
were  developed. 

Upon  the  label  is  expressed  the  relation  which 
the  finished  Normal  Tincture  bears  to  the  crude 
drug  from  which  it  is  obtained.  PURITY,  CLEAN- 
LINESS and  EFFICIENCY  are  their  leading  char- 
acteristics. A  trial  in  practice  will  convince  any 
observant  medical  man  that  they  stand  pre-eminent 
in  all  those  qualities  so  essential  to  the  success  of 
the  physician.  The  labels  are  especially  designed 
to  aid  physicians  in  prescribing  according  to  specific 
indications.  The  dose,  frequency  of  administration 
and  direct  indications  are  upon  each  bottle.  How- 
ever, the  dose  of  a  remedy,  within  certain  limits, 
and  the  frequency  of  its  administration,  are  often 
questions  which  the  physician  must  decide,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment  and  experience. 


The  WrrL  S*  Merrell  Chemical  Co* 

Home  Offices  and  Laboratories : 
CINCINNATI 

Branches:   New  York  and  San  Francisco. 


The  Eclectic  Review 

Editor:  G.  W.  BOSKOWITZ,  M.  D. 


Vol.  XI.  New  York,  May  15,  1908.  No.  5. 


An  Announcement. 

It  will  be  gratifying  to  the  Alumni  and  friends  of  the  Eclectic 
Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New  York  to  learn  that  Mrs.  Nellie 
E.  Krausi  has  notified  the  Dean  that  she  will  present  and 
install  new  laboratory  equipment  before  the  opening  of  the  next 
session  (new  and  up-to-date  laboratory  tables,  etc.). 

This  will  be  a  great  convenience  to  both  students  and  teachers. 
Her  late  husband.  Dr.  William  J.  Krausi,  always  took  a  great 
interest  in  the  school,  and  in  memory  of  his  love  and  devotion  to 
it  his  widow  makes  this  donation. 


The  Liver  Upside  Down. 

It  is  usually  supposed  that  vigorous  life  is  somewhat  dependent 
upon  a  normal  arrangement  of  the  important  organs  of  the  body,  but 
an  autopsy  recently  made  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  failed  to 
afford  convincing  evidence  that  such  an  arrangement  is  at  all  nec- 
essary. 

The  autopsy  referred  to  was  made  on  the  body  of  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  lawyers  of  the  West,  who,  up  to  a  short  time  previous 
to  his  death  at  sixty-six  years  of  age,  had  possessed  most  excellent 
health.  The  man  was  suddenly  taken  sick  at  St.  Louis,  with  an 
ailment  which  was  diagnosed  as  a  wrong  of  the  stomach,  and  he 
was  treated  by  several  of  the  ablest  physicians  of  the  South,  but 
as  he  did  not  seem  to  derive  any  benefit  from  the  treatment  pre- 
scribed, it  was  decided  to  remove  him  to  the  Baltimore  hospital  men- 
tioned. At  the  hospital  he  rapidly  grew  worse,  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  immediately  perform  an  operation.  The  operation, 
however,  failed  to  afford  any  permanent  relief,  and  the  man  died 
within  forty-eight  hours  after  it  was  performed. 

As  before  stated,  an  autopsy  was  then  made  on  his  body,  and 
it  revealed  a  most  extraordinary  arrangement  of  the  vital  organs. 
The  heart  was  well  over  to  the  right  side,  and  the  liver  was  bottom 
side  up,  with  the  gall  bladder  up  near  the  heart.  There  was  a  union 
of  the  kidneys  by  a  ligament  which  connected  them  in  the  shape  of  a 
horseshoe.  The  spleen  was  also  in  an  abnormal  position  and  of  un- 
usual size.   The  other  organs  were  massed  together  amid  entangling 
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cords  and  fatty  substances  which  produced  a  condition  in  the 
cavities  of  the  body  which  was  almost  inconceivable.  How  a  man 
could  live  in  good  health  for  more  than  three  score  years  with  such 
a  conglomeration  of  the  organs  essential  to  life  is  a  problem  not  readily 
solved.  J.  W.  F. 


The  Prepuce. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  a  twenty-four  hours'  old  boy,  crying  and 
straining  with  pain,  had  not  micturated.  Two  years  before  another 
physician  had  a  similar  experience  with  a  brother  of  the  child,  and 
had  him  circumcised  for  relief,  and  the  parents  were  sure  similar 
proceedings  were  needful  with  this  child.  Instead,  however,  I  first 
inserted  the  blunt  of  a  probe  into  the  meatus  of  the  prepuce,  and 
followed  it  with  the  bills  of  small  dressing  forceps  and  then  dilated. 
The  result  was  a  spouting  flow  of  urine.  I  then  inserted  the  flat 
end  of  the  probe  and  carefully  but  thoroughly  separated  the  prepuce 
from  the  glans  penis  and  then  retracted  the  prepuce  until  about 
half  of  the  gland  appeared.  The  child  had  no  further  difficulty  in 
micturating.  Since  then  whenever  a  prepuce  has  seemed  abnor- 
mally long  or  there  was  complaint  about  the  boy  not  micturating,  I 
have  always  similarly  operated.  After  some  of  these  boys  had 
attained  manhood  I  found  occasion  to  examine  their  organs  and  in 
every  case  the  prepuce  was  naturally  letracted  nearly  or  quite 
to  the  corona.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  circumcision  is  very  rarely 
necessary  and  that  if  this  process  was  generally  followed  it  never 
would  be.  An  adult  with  a  long  prepuce  is  imperfectly  developed 
and  should  be  circumcised;  but,  in  my  judgment,  his  predicament 
might  have  been  avoided  by  the  above  procedure. 

The  prepuce  exists  as  a  protection  for  the  delicate  nerve  ter- 
minals of  the  glans  until  the  development  of  manhood  no  longer 
requires  it.  And  then  it  slowly  and  naturally  retracts  if  not  adherent 
to  the  glans.  I  do  not  think  complete  retraction  of  the  prepuce 
needful  for  the  sake  of  cleanliness  in  childhood.  Nature  will  care  for 
that  if  let  alone.  F.  P.  Sinclair. 


Cancer  Treated  with  Lightning. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  our  friends  over  in  Germany  are 
always  decidedly  active  and  progressive  along  the  lines  of  scientific 
research,  even  if  they  are  at  times  a  little  inclined  to  be  sensational. 
This  remark  was  suggested  while  reading  some  very  interesting 
abstracts  from  a  lecture  on  the  treatment  of  cancer  by  Prof.  Czerny, 
of  Heidelberg,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  German  Surgeons'  So- 
ciety. 

The  title  of  Prof.  Czerny's  paper  read  "The  Treatment  of  Can- 
cer with  Lightning,"  and  in  it  he  told  his  hearers  that  in  the  treat- 
ment by  "lightning,"  sparks  produced  by  a  current  of  very  high  ten- 
sion, generated  by  powerful  electric  machines,  are  concentrated  on 
the  cancer.    The  application  is  made  with  a  metal  pole  at  a  dis- 
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tance  of  from  three-quarters  of  an  inch  to  two  inches  and  a  quarter, 
according  to  circumstances.  The  particular  point  to  which  the 
"flash"'  is  applied  is  changed  often,  and  immediately  after  the  spark 
touches  the  cancer  that  spot  is  cooled  by  a  current  of  carbonic  acid 
gas  or  chilled  air.  The  professor  said  that  the  heat  and  light  com- 
bined in  the  flash  causes  chemical  decomposition  of  the  cancer.  In 
his  remarks  he  made  it  distinctly  understood  that  the  "lightning 
treatment''  was  not  intended  to  replace  the  ordinary  surgical  treat- 
ment, but  after  the  knife  he  thought  "lightning''  most  frequently 
prevents  a  recurrence  of  the  cancer.  On  the  other  hand,  where  the 
knife  cannot  be  used,  the  "lightning"  treatment  has  a  favorable 
effect  in  lessening  the  pain  which  these  patients  continually  suffer. 
The  treatment,  however,  is  itself  so  painful  that  in  nearly  every 
case  it  has  to  be  administered  with  the  patient  under  an  anaesthetic. 
Even  if  the  "lightning  treatment"  can  accomplish  all  that  Prof. 
Czerny  claims  for  it,  the  fact  of  its  causing  great  pain  will  be  likely 
to  delay,  if  not  prevent,  its  adoption  by  the  medical  profession  of 
this  country.  J.  W.  F. 


Original  Articles  1 

Doctor  J.  R.  Borland. 

BY  ALEXANDER  WILDER,  M.D. 

"His  eye  was  not  dim,  nor  his  natural  force  abated." 
It  is  with  a  delight  bordering  upon  exultation  that  I  recount 
what  is  achieved  by  veteran  physicians,  who  have  served  their 

generation  faithfully  and  be- 
lieved sincerely  in  the  work 
which  engaged  them.  Of  that 
number  is  the  man  who  is  now 
described.  With  this  delight  is 
mingled  somewhat  of  apprehen- 
sion that  Ave  may  not  look  upon 
their  like  again.  Doubtless,  how- 
ever, this  is  not  warranted ;  new 
occasions  evolve  new  duties,  and 
perhaps  new  men  are  required  to 
meet  these  rightly. 

My  first  meeting  with  Dr. 
John  R.  Borland,  if  I  remember 
aright,  was  on  the  occasion  of 
the  meeting  of  the  National  As- 
sociation at  Pittsburg,  in  1877. 
We  did  not,  however,  exchange 
courtesies.  He  was  busy  with 
J.  R.  Borland,  M.D.,  Franklin,  Pa.      effort   to   make   the  conditions 

agreeable,  and  I  was  too  much 
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absorbed  in  my  new  duties  as  secretary  to  have  much  pastime  out- 
side. But  Dr.  Borland  did  his  part  then  and  thenceforth  as  a  soldier 
in  the  ranks,  and  as  a  contributor  to  the  literature  of  the  medical 
journals  and  published  volumes  of  the  Transactions.  He  was  never 
remiss  in  the  performance  of  any  service  assigned  or  devolving 
upon  him.  Such,  too,  is  his  professional  record,  extending  many 
years  beyond  a  half  century.  He  has  just  completed  the  age  of 
eighty,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  he  has  yet  dreamed  of  laying  aside 
his  pen  or  leaving  off  the  work  of  his  profession.  Being  a  con- 
sistent Calvanist  in  religious  conviction,  he  believes  strongly  in 
persevering  to  the  end. 

John  R.  Borland  was  born  near  the  town  of  New  Vernon,  in 
Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania,  March  15,  1828.  He  was  a  farmer's 
son,  and  had  such  schooling  and  training  as  boys  usually  received 
who  were  born  at  that  period  in  that  condition  of  life.  His  taste 
for  study  early  manifested  itself,  and  he  began  to  read  the  text- 
books of  medicine,  as  early  as  sixteen.  He  entered  upon  a  course 
of  study  afterward  with  Dr.  J.  R.  Andrews,  of  Xew  Vernon,  who 
was  distinguished  both  as  practitioner  and  instructor.  This  was 
at  that  time  the  common  procedure.  Many  men  read  with  the  phy- 
sician, compounded  his  prescriptions,  accompanied  him  in  his 
rounds,  even  assisting  him  after  having  "got  their  hand  in."  Young 
Borland  did  like  others,  finally  setting  up  for  himself  and  opening 
an  office  in  July,  1851,  at  Harlansburg,  in  Lawrence  County. 

The  Philadelphia  University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  was 
established  several  years  later  and  entered  upon  a  successful  career. 
Whatever  may  be  the  judgment  respecting  Dr.  William  Paine  and 
his  colleagues,  it  cannot  be  questioned  that  the  graduates  of  that 
institution,  almost  without  exception,  were  superior  practitioners. 
Dr.  Borland  was  anxious  to  add  to  his  attainments  and  became  a 
student,  graduating  in  1865.  The  same  year  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Dr.  Isaac  St.  Clair,  and  they  established  their  residence 
at  Franklin,  in  Venango  County. 

Dr.  Borland  faithfully  remembered  the  obligations  of  the  phy- 
sician; that  his  best  service  was  pledged  to  his  patient,  not  as  a 
patron,  but  as  a  human  being  in  need,  and  also  that  he  was  in- 
debted to  his  profession  as  enabling  him  to  be  useful  to  others — 
a  debt  to  be  repaid  by  doing  what  lay  in  his  power  to  add  to  its 
knowledge  and  prosperity.  The  Northwestern  Eclectic  Medical 
Association  was  formed  in  that  part  of  the  state,  and  he  was  one 
of  its  most  active  members.  There  were  superior  men  in  that  region 
at  that  time,  worthy  of  honorable  mention,  and  Dr.  Borland  was 
of  their  number.   Death  has  thinned  them  out. 

With  the  war  between  the  states  the  former  Eclectic  state 
organizations  fell  into  desuetude ;  that  of  Pennsylvania  among  the 
rest.  It  was  re-formed  soon  after  peace  was  restored,  the  main  body 
this  time  being  in  the  western  and  rural  districts  of  the  state.  We 
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may  recount  among  the  doctors  the  Thompsons,  the  Beams,  the 
Yeagleys,  Piper,  Woodward  and  others.  Dr.  Borland  was  of  the 
number  and  has  survived  them  all. 

In  1873  he  united  with  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Associa- 
tion at  Boston.  Like  others,  while  always  contributing  his  assist- 
ance wherever  it  was  wanted,  he  allowed  annual  meetings  to  pass, 
which  he  did  not  attend.  Either  that  fact  or  his  diffidence  in  getting 
into  notice  has  operated  to  prevent  him  from  receiving  official  dis- 
tinctions to  which  he  was  as  well  entitled  as  others.  The  other 
octogenarians  now  surviving.  Doctors  Munn  and  Stratford,  have 
both  been  presidents. 

The  Reform  Medical  College  of  Georgia,  which  had  run  a 
brilliant  career,  had  been  compelled  to  suspend  during  the  war.  The 
endeavor  was  made  to  revive  it  at  Macon,  with  partial  success. 
Finally  Dr.  W.  L.  Durham  and  others  planned  to  establish  it  at 
the  new  capital  as  an  Eclectic  college.  The  preliminary  steps  were 
taken  and  reorganization  effected.  Dr.  Borland  was  chosen  for  the 
chair  of  theory  and  practice  of  medicine  in  1879  and  accepted  the 
appointment.  The  faculty  added  to  the  honor  as  well  as  respon- 
sibility by  electing  him  their  dean.  The  institution  thus  came 
under  his  direction.  It  immediately  gave  promise  of  greater  pros- 
perity. He  was  an  admirable  teacher,  and  won  the  liking  of  the 
students.  For  his  own  part,  Dr.  Borland  declared  that  he  was  never 
better  treated  than  by  his  college  associates  and  the  people  of 
Atlanta.  It  is  my  opinion  that  this  is  the  usual  thing.  I  have  been 
there  twice  and  such  was  the  treatment  extended  to  me.  It  seemed 
more  like  affection  than  mere  courtesy,  and  is  a  most  pleasant  re- 
membrance. Dr.  Borland  was  invited  by  his  colleagues  to  continue 
at  the  post,  but  the  claims  of  family  intervened.  The  emoluments 
of  a  college  chair  would  not  support  a  household,  and  he  could  not 
afford  to  sacrifice  the  business  which  had  been  established. 

In  1886  the  national  association  held  its  annual  meeting  at  At- 
lanta. A  Pennsylvania!!  was  president,  and  a  goodly  attendance 
from  that  state  was  a  courtesy  due.  Dr.  Borland  attended  the  meet- 
ing and  received  a  cordial  welcome  from  his  former  associates.  The 
president  of  the  college  pleaded  with  him  to  come  back.  "Professor 
Borland,"  said  he,  "if  you  will  come  back  and  bring  your  family 
within  two  years  you  shall  have  your  old  place.  This,  I  know,  is 
the  desire  of  the  board." 

But  it  could  not  be.  His  sons  were  engaged  already,  and  Mrs. 
Borland  was  reluctant  to  leave  a  familiar  home  and  social  circle  to 
go  where  she  was  acquainted  with  nobody.  The  inducements  were 
strong,  but  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  remain  in  Franklin. 

Dr.  Borland  was  married  in  1852,  while  at  Harlansburg,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Emery.  She  died  March  27,  1907.  Four  of  their  chil- 
dren are  living,  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Tenacious  of  his  convictions,  Dr.  Borland  is  a  strong  temper- 
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ance  man.  In  1872  the  legislature  repealed  the  local  option  law, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  a  staunch  Prohibitionist.  The  party 
has  repeatedly  honored  him  by  its  nominations,  for  the  assembly 
in  1880,  for  the  senate  in  1882  and  for  congress  in  1884.  He  polled 
1,200  votes  in  the  latter  contest,  the  largest  Prohibition  vote  ever 
cast  in  the  district. 

His  neighbors  describe  him  not  so  much  as  old,  but  as  eighty 
years  young — "the  youngest  old  man  in  the  city."  He  walks  the 
street,  case  in  hand,  with  not  a  limp,  not  a  bend  or  gesture  to 
indicate  "decline  in  life."  He  gives  the  same  close  attention  to  prac- 
tice, both  at  the  office  and  in  the  city,  and  is  frequently  called  to  go 
long  distances  for  consultation.  Xo  reasonable  call  goes  unheeded, 
not  even  when  there  is  no  probability  of  compensation.  Indeed 
he  feels  certain  that  including  partnership  accounts  he  has  seventy 
thousand  dollars  on  his  books  which  he  will  never  be  able  to  collect. 
There  is  a  legion  of  vermin  that  think  that  to  defraud  a  physician  is 
a  stroke  of  business.  It  often  seems  the  more  deserving  the  man  the 
more  certain  he  is  to  be  thus  misused. 

My  last  interview  with  Dr.  Borland  took  place  when  the  na- 
tional association  met  at  Atlantic  City.  I  was  forcibly  impressed 
at  that  meeting  by  the  change  in  its  personnel.  Very  few  were  there 
whom  I  used  to  meet ;  indeed  most  whom  I  conversed  with  were  in- 
dividuals whom  I  had  known  in  other  places;  men  like  Dr.  H.  E. 
Bowles,  who  taught  me  at  nineteen  the  printer's  art;  Dr.  Geo.  H. 
Day,  a  former  colleague  in  lecturing;  Dr.  Yaunkin.  They  took  up 
much  of  my  time.  But  last  of  them  all  came  Dr.  Borland.  We  went 
out  on  the  long  board  walk  and  followed  its  whole  length,  discours- 
ing over  matters  that  we  had  in  common,  adventures,  endeavors 
and  principles  of  action.  He  did  not  look  to  me  as  though  the 
years  had  seamed  his  face  or  impaired  the  vigor  of  his  step.  Cer- 
tainly he  had  not  deteriorated  in  faculties  of  understanding.  He  had 
not,  in  all  his  long  career,  pursued  selfish  ends,  and  so  could  look 
back  over  the  past  without  occasion  to  blush  or  apologize.  His 
prizes  were  the  result  rather  than  the  recompense  that  effort  wins. 

He  is  fully  entitled  to  the  respect  and  veneration  that  a  career 
of  honorable  labor  deserves,  and  as  a  colleague  and  fellow-laborer  ± 
am  gratified  in  according  it  to  him. 

A  Fatal  Mistake. 

BY  J.  R.  BORLAND,  M.D. 

Many  years  ago  I  was  called  to  attend  a  man,  aged  about  forty 
years,  who  had  what  was  then  called  inflammation  of  the  bowels. 
After  attending  him  for  two  days  and  no  relief,  the  family 
suggested  a  consultation,  to  which  I  readily  consented,  and  a  phy- 
sician of  good  repute,  living  in  a  town  nine  miles  distant,  was 
summoned.  We  met  about  5  P.  M.  He  suggested  giving  animal 
charcoal  (carb.  an.),  wrote  the  prescription  in  my  presence,  but  I  did 
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not  look  at  it.  A  messenger  was  sent  to  the  doctor's  town  and  the' 
medicine  came  about  10  the  same  evening.  The  directions  were 
a  tablespoonful  every  three  hours  (I  do  not  remember  the  vehicle).  We 
were  to  meet  at  10  the  next  morning.  I  arrived  a  few  minutes 
before  the  doctor,  inquired  if  the  medicine  had  been  received.  They 
said  it  had,  but  did  not  look  like  charcoal.  (It  seems  someone 
had  overheard  us  speaking  about  charcoal.)  I  was  shown  the 
medicine  and  was  horrified  to  find  it  was  carbonate  of  ammonia ! 
When  the  doctor  came  I  said :  "Doctor,  a  mistake  has  been 
made  here.  The  druggist  has  sent  carbonate  of  ammonia  instead 
of  carb.  animalis.  Three  or  four  tablespoonfuls  have  been  given. 
One  dose  is  enough  to  kill  a  man  unless  immediately  neutralized." 
The  doctor  was  indignant  and  said:  "I  will  attend  to  that  man 
when  I  go  back  to  town."   The  man  died  in  about  thirty-six  hours. 

The  abbreviated  names  being  similar,  viz.,  carb.  an.  for  animal 
charcoal  and  am.  carb.  for  carbonate  of  ammonia,  hence  a  mistake 
can  easily  be  made  in  writing  or  by  the  druggist  in  reading  the 
prescription.   Which  made  the  mistake  I  never  knew. 

However,  the  family  knew  something  was  wrong  and  were 
inclined  to  find  who  was  to  blame  and  bring  an  action  against  the  guilty 
party  or  parties.  Shortly  after  the  patient's  death  his  brother  came 
to  me,  and  I  told  him  to  take  the  label  to  the  druggist  and  he  might 
find  who  made  the  mistake.  Accordingly  he  saw  the  druggist,  and 
upon  stating  the  matter,  the  druggist  said :  "When  the  doctor  came 
back  he  went  to  the  prescription  file,  took  his  pencil  and  wrote 
something  on  one  of  the  prescriptions,  I  do  not  know  which  one." 
This,  of  itself,  was  evidence  that  the  doctor  had  made  the  mistake. 
The  doctor  said  nothing  to  the  druggist  about  the  matter,  hoping, 
no  doubt,  that  if  action  was  taken  the  blame  would  be  placed  on  the 
druggist.  :  '  , 

But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  druggist  should  have  known  that 
a  tablespoonful  of  carbonate  of  ammonia  was  a  fatal  dose  and 
should  have  consulted  the  doctor  before  filling  the  prescription.  Had 
I  encouraged  the  matter,  I  have  no  doubt  but  both  doctor  and  drug- 
gist would  have  been  prosecuted,  as  the  family  were  amply  able  to 
push  the  matter. 

I  will  now  describe  another  mistake  by  an  old  and  careful  phy- 
sician of  this  place,  now  dead.  Several  years  ago  the  druggist 
received  a  prescription  from  the  doctor  which  called  for  spirits  of 
nitre,  dose  ten  drops  in  water.  It  was  for  a  child,  but  the  druggist 
did  not  know  that.  The  doctor  remained  at  the  house  of  the 
patient  till  the  medicine  came,  examined  it,  then  went  to  the  drug 
store,  and  in  high  dudgeon,  charged  the  druggist  with  making  a 
mistake,  and  said :  "You  sent  nitric  acid  instead  of  spirits  of  nitre." 
The  druggist  replied:  "I  sent  just  what  the  prescription  called  for," 
and  taking  down  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory  showed  the  doctor  that 
spirits  of  nitre  was  one  of  the  names  for  nitric  acid.   The  doctor 
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then  apologized  by  saying:  "I  should  have  written  sweet  spirits  of 
nitre." 

Serious  mistakes  are  often  made,  in  writing  or  filling  prescrip- 
tions, by  reason  of  similarity  in  the  names  of  drugs.  For  instance, 
there  is  the  rhus  family  of  about  a  dozen  species,  two  of  which, 
rhus  toxicodendron  and  rhus  radicans,  are  .poisonous  and  should 
not  be  mistaken  for  rhus  aromatica,  which  is  non-poisonous  in 
drachm  doses. 

I  think  there  is  more  danger  in  prescribing  chemical  drugs 
than  in  vegetable.  There  are  so  many  names  for  the  same  drug 
that  mistakes  are  more  liable  to  occur.  For  that  reason  the  tech- 
nical name  only  should  be  written,  and  in  full.  There  are  the 
ammoniates,  arsenites,  bromides,  chlorides,  calciums,  iodides,  hydrar- 
gyrums, nitrates,  potassas,  etc.,  many  of  which  are  very  poisonous 
and  should  be  prescribed  with  thoughtful  care  or  damage  may 
result. 

A  lesson  may  be  learned  from  the  two  cases  above  described, 
viz.,  when  the  physician  writes  and  the  druggist  fills  a  prescription 
there  are  two  chances  for  a  mistake,  whereas,  when  the  physician 
dispenses  the  medicine  there  is  but  one.  Of  the  two,  the  physician 
is  less  likely  to  make  a  mistake.  The  physician  who  does  his  own 
dispensing  should  be  careful  to  have  all  of  his  bottles,  vials  and  jars 
properly  and  plainly  labeled,  also  the  vials  and  packages  in  his 
buggy  and  pocket  case.  He  should  not  trust  his  eyes  without 
looking  at  the  label,  as  so  many  pills  and  tablets  are  of  the  same 
size  and  color  that  he  may  be  deceived.  Anything  not  properly 
marked  should  be  thrown  away. 

The  following,  from  the  Eclectic  Review,  presents  another 
feature  which  may  have  some  bearing  in  connection  with  this 
subject : 

"It  is  hardly  conceivable  that  any  legislative  body  would  seri- 
ously consider  a  law  prohibiting  the  dispensing  of  medicines  by 
physicians.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  there  is  an  abundant  evidence  of 
the  fact  that  some  of  the  druggist  associations  intend  to  ask  for 
the  passage  of  an  act,  a  law  to  prevent  dispensing  by  physicians 
(in  New  York  state)  during  the  present  winter.  This  is  clearly 
shown  by  the  trend  of  articles  constantly  appearing  in  the  drug 
journals."  If  such  a  law  should  be  enacted  it  is  up  to  the  doctors  to 
unite  and  get  a  law  passed  to  prohibit  druggists  from  selling 
patent  nostrums  and  prescribing  over  the  counter,  as  we  know 
many  of  them  do.  AVhere  there  are  enough  of  doctors  they  could 
establish  a  drug  store  of  their  own,  or  patronize  one  that  would 
give  them  a  reasonable  percentage.  It  would  be  hard  on  the  country 
doctor,  who  would  be  obliged  to  obtain  a  druggist's  license  or  em- 
ploy a  graduated  pharmacist. 


Franklin,  Pa. 
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Cunila — Dittany. 

BY  CHARLES  LLOYD,  M.D. 
Read  at  the  meeting  of  the   Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Cunila  mariana,  Linne. — Dittany. 

In  ancient  lore,  Tyas  tells  us  of  this  plant  dittany,  that  when 
Juno  presided  at  the  birth  of  children,  under  the  name  Lucina,  she 
wore  a  wreath  of  the  flowers  of  dittany,  which  was  purposely  ob- 
tained for  her  on  such  occasions  from  Mount  Ida  in  Crete. 

Description. — Calyx  equally  5-toothed,  the  throat  densely  hairy ; 
corolla  twice  as  long  as  the  calyx,  two-lipped;  the  upper  lip  erect, 
fiat,  emarginate;  the  lower  3-cleft,  spreading;  stamens  two,  erect, 
exserted,  distant. 

A  perennial  herb.  Stamens  tufted,  one  to  two  feet  high,  much 
branched,  purplish.  Leaves  ovate,  serrate,  subsessile.  Flowers 
purplish,  in  corymbed  cymes  or  clusters,  appearing  in  midsummer. 
A  very  pretty  plant. 

Habitat. — In  dry,  open  woods,  from  New  York  to  Illinois  and 
southward  to  Maryland. 

Parts  used. — The  herb. 

It  contains  a  fragrant  volatile  oil  and  ordinary  constituents  of 
the  labiatae.  Its  fragrant  smell  is  similar  to  marjoram.  It  is  very 
different  from  the  dittany  of  the  gardens. 

Medical  properties  and  uses. — It  is  stimulant,  nervine,  sudorific, 
subtonic,  vulnerary,  cephalic,  etc.  The  whole  plant  is  used,  and 
usually  taken  in  warm  infusion.  It  is  used  as  a  diaphoretic  in 
headaches  accompanying  colds.  Its  fragrant  tea  is  preferable  to 
that  of  sage  and  monarda ;  it  has  neither  the  pungency  of  mint  nor 
the  nauseous  :small  of  pennyroyal.  It  relieves  nervous  headaches 
and  hysterical  disorders.  It  is  used  in  the  Carolinas  and  Kentucky 
in  fevers  to  excite  perspiration  and  suppressed  menstruation,  etc. 
It  is  useful  in  nervous  diseases,  colics  and  indigestion  of  an  atonic 
character  where  there  is  much  flatulence  from  fermentation.  The 
essential  oil  possesses  much  of  the  properties  of  the  plant,  and  a 
few  drops  of  it  are  sufficient  to  impart  them  to  mixtures  of  other 
remedies.  It  is  said  that  the  Indians  have  used  it  to  expell  the  dead 
foetus  from  the  uterus.  The  infusion  of  the  whole  plant,  one 
ounce  to  water  one  pint.  Dose,  one  to  two  ounces  hot,  every  hour, 
until  relieved,  then  less  often.  Dose  of  the  oil  is  from  five  to 
twenty  drops,  in  mucilaee,  p-lvcerine  or  capsule. 

Borough  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Paranoia. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAX,  A.B.,  M.D. 

What  is  the  true  etiologic  factor  of  paranoia?  Is  it  a  hereditary 
disease;  do  constitutional  predispositions  render  a  person  more 
prone  to  this  form  of  disease :  do  the  conditions  of  the  body  influ- 
ence the  nature  of  the  symptoms  in  paranoia?    These  are,  indeed, 
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very  important  questions,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  laterature 
on  this  particular  and  peculiar  point  is  rather  meagre. 

We  can,  however,  I  believe,  take  a  warrantable  position, 
founded  on  observation,  that  a  paranoiac  is  a  product  of  heredity; 
the  inheritance,  though,  is  rarely  direct;  a  paranoiac  parent  very 
rarely  has  a  paranoiac  offspring;  but  you  are  sure  to  find  some  trace 
in  the  family  history,  if  you  only  dig  deep  enough,  and  this  makes 
one  think  and  come  perhaps  to  not  an  altogether  wrong  conclusion 
that  hereditary  predisposition  can  be  regarded  as  a  common  factor 
in  all  forms  of  insanity.  While  there  is  quite  a  diversity  of  opinion 
on  this  subject  (as  in  the  study  of  paranoia  statistics  are  of  slight 
value  from  a  scientific  point  of  view),  it  can  be  safely  assumed  that 
alcoholism,  hysteria  and  epilepsy  play  an  important  part. 

The  most  marked  and  peculiar  essential  symptoms  are  delu- 
sions of  persecution,  of  grandeur,  extreme  egotism  where  the  per- 
sonal "I  am"  is  always  to  the  front,  and  a  very  (requiring  study  in 
itself),  apparently  strong  but  really  weak,  and  in  the  same  time  cun- 
ning and  delusive  intelligence. 

Paranoia,  being  a  disease  of  personality,  each  and  every  case  is 
distinct  in  itself,  and  in  its  variety,  and  compels  long  study  before 
you  can  make  a  positive  diagnosis,  and  how  the  so-called  ''medical 
experts"  (alienists?)  were  able  to  assume  positions  on  either  side  of 
a  case  in  recent  murder  trials  by  merely  studying  the  case  for  two, 
three  or  four  days  is  something  beyond  my  comprehension,  as  to 
know  a  paranoiac  a  physician  must  not  only  make  a  study  of  him 
for  two  or  three  days,  but  for  months,  yes  and  sometimes  for  years. 

The  following  peculiar  and  important  symptoms,  or  rather  in- 
dications, of  paranoia  I  must  mention  here:  (i)  A  paranoiac  is 
always  right  and  the  rest  of  the  world  always  wrong;  (2)  a  par- 
anoiac has  no  feeling  of  altruism  and  gets  no  pleasure  from  giving 
pleasure ;  (3)  a  paranoiac  is  always  a  liar,  and  in  most  cases  has 
perverted  sexual  instincts. 

Like  in  insanity  of  pubelescence  and  adolescence,  a  paranoiac  is 
characterized  by  what  I  call  "motor  restlessness,"  saying  otherwise, 
he  must  always  walk,  talk,  smoke,  drink,  he  must  ever  be  on  the 
move. 

The  intensity  of  the  different  symptoms  and  indications,  of 
course,  vary  from  time  to  time,  and  in  some  cases  I  have  seen  for 
years,  the  preservation  of  an  intellect,  comparatively  unimpaired 
more  or  less,  but  still  dominated  by  delusions. 

These  delusions  are  often  fearfully  intense  and  characteristic, 
and  the  feeling  of  "self-importance"  is  such  that  it  is  easily  grafted 
into  change  of  personality. 

Reports  of  recovery  from  paranoia  must  be  viewed  with  the 
utmost  suspicion,  very  few,  if  any,  ever  recover :  most  of  them  live 
to  an  old  age,  and  while  many  of  the  delusions  become  submerged 
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temporarily  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  and  these  delusions  will 
come  up  again  and  more  strongly. 

A  paranoiac  having  no  intelligent  will  should  not  incur  respon- 
sibility for  his  own  acts,  and  his  person  and  property  must  be 
always  placed  under  control  and  restraint,  and  even  cases  reported  as 
cured  ( ?)  and  that  have  been  legally  rehabilitated  as  sane  people, 
because  of  the  absence  of  former  delusions,  should  be  under  constant 
observation,  as  these  delusions  will  surely  return  and  dementia  finish 
the  trouble. 

608  Eastern  Parkway. 


To  American  Physicians  Interested  in  the  Alcoholic  Problem. 

During  1907  over  200  papers,  lectures  and  pamphlets  were 
published  in  Europe  and  America  concerning  alcoholism  and  in- 
ebriety, from  a  purely  scientific  point  of  view.  Many  of  the 
authors  complain  that  these  papers  were  practically  lost,  because 
they  did  not  reach  medical  men  interested  in  the  subject.  The 
Scientific  Federation  Bureau  organized  in  Boston  two  years  ago, 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  disseminating  the  facts  concern- 
ing the  alcoholic  problem,  proposes  to  secure  a  list  of  medical  men 
interested  in  the  scientific  study  of  the  alcoholic  problem.  This 
list  will  be  valuable  for  authors  and  students  who  wish  to  address  a 
special  audience  of  physicians,  not  only  to  increase  their  interests, 
but  to  stimulate  more  exact  studies  of  the  subject.  Such  a  list 
will  enable  the  bureau  to  extend  its  work  of  accumulating  papers 
and  reprints  of  all  that  is  written,  and  keep  authors  and  readers 
famiilar  with  the  new  work  that  is  done.  All  physicians  who  are 
interested  in  the  scientific  study  of  the  alcoholic  problem  and  re- 
search work  along  this  line,  and  the  studies  of  medical  men  at  home 
and  abroad,  are  urged  to  send  their  names  and  addresses  so  as  to  be 
registered  and  receive  copies  of  papers  and  abstracts  from  authors 
and  others  who  wish  to  have  their  papers  read  by  interested  per- 
sons. As  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Scientific  Federa- 
tion Bureau,  I  earnestly  request  all  physicians  interested  in  this 
study  to  send  me  not  only  their  own  names,  but  the  names  of 
other  medical  men  who  would  care  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  new 
medical  literature  coming  from  the  press,  and  also  to  know  the 
latest  conclusions  of  the  scientific  world  concerning  this  problem. 

Address,  T.  D.  Crothers,  M.D.,  chairman,  Hartford,  Conn. 


Letter  to  the  Editor. 

Buffalo,  X.  Y..  May  2,  1908. 

George  W.  Boskowitz,  M.D., 

Xo.  140  West  71st  Street,  Xew  York,  X".  Y. 
Dear  Dr.  Boskowitz : 

I  was  very  much  interested  in  the  annual  address  which  ap- 
peared in  the  April  issue  of  the  Review,  of  your  Prof.  G.  W. 
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J.  nompson.  It  sounds  a  warning  note  winch  should  seriously  be 
taken  10  heart  by  every  physician  not  intimately  allied  witn  the 
allopathic  school. 

the  law  passed  last  winter  creating  a  single  board  of  medical 
examiners,  as  well  as  the  law  delegating  to  that  board  certain  legal 
powers,  are  laws  that  if  permitted  to  stand  as  they  are,  are  likely 
to  work  serious  injury  and  injustice  to  all  members  of  the  Eclectic 
and  homeopathic  schools  of  medicine.  Only  a  short  time  ago  the 
president  of  the  Erie  County  .Medical  Society  (allopathic)  rather 
boastingly  stated  to  me  in  person  that  there  were  no  different 
schools  of  medicine  in  the  State  of  New  York  to-day,  and  that  all 
doctors  were  on  the  same  footing.  This  statement  is  perhaps  tech- 
nically or  legally  true,  but  I  am  very  certain  that  nothing  could 
be  farther  from  the  actual  truth  than  the  statement  that  Eclectic 
physicians  are  practicing  and  using  the  same  remedies  as  the  allo- 
paths. 

As  Dr.  Thompson  has  pointed  out,  the  single-board  law  places 
the  medical  fraternity  in  this  state  practically  without  any  materia 
medica  whatever.  I  believe  you  know  as  well  as  I  that  materia 
medica  is  perhaps  of  the  greatest  importance  of  any  branch  of 
medical  science  when  it  comes  to  the  actual  relief  and  cure  of  suf- 
fering humanity.  I  confess  that  I  do  not  place  much  value  upon 
the  allopathic  materia  medica,  but  I  do  highly  prize  our  own  materia 
medica  and  look  upon  it  as  an  insult  when  anyone  says  that  my 
materia  medica  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Old  School. 

I  quite  agree  with  Dr.  Thompson  in  his  statement  to  the  effect 
that  the  bill  giving  power  to  the  board  of  medical  examiners  to 
annul  or  revoke  a  physician's  license  is  not  only  unwise  but  very 
dangerous  legislation.  When  it  comes  to  so  serious  a  matter  as 
revoking  the  license  of  a  physician  the  power  of  such  revocation 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  persons  that  are  neither  physicians 
nor  interested  either  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  work  of  physicians. 
A  hearing .  of  the  accused  physician  before  a  body  of  medical  men 
would  be  absolutely  farcical,  for  the  reason  that  they  could  not 
possibly  view  the  matter  without  prejudice  and  without  judicial 
error. 

I  think  we  cannot  afford  to  allow  these  laws  to  remain  as  they 
are  without  some  protecting  clauses.  It  occurs  to  me  that  insomuch 
as  it  may  be  impossible  to  revoke  the  laws  or  change  them,  it 
would  be  highly  important  to  make  the  examining  board,  as  well 
as  all  complaining  persons  against  physicians,  financially  responsible 
for  their  accusations.  If  the  examining  board  is  made  financially 
responsible  and  if  the  accusing  witnesses  are  made  financially  re- 
sponsible for  their  statements  and  actions  in  the  way  of  a  suitable 
bond,  then  they  would  not  be  so  ready  and  eager  to  bear  false  wit- 
ness or  concoct  dishonest  schemes. 

If  anyone  thinks  for  a  moment  that  certain  ones  of  the  Old 
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School  will  not  resort  to  dishonesty,  lying,  bribery,  conspiracy  and 
other  debased  methods  in  order  to  injure  members  of  the  other 
schools  of  medicine,  he  is  very  much  mistaken.  I  do  not  consider 
that  any  member  of  any  irregular  school  is  safe  for  one  moment 
from  the  treachery  of  these  men  while  they  possess  such  unwar- 
ranted privileges  and  powers.  It  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be 
possible  to  have  a  law  enacted  or  an  amendment  to  the  law  making 
the  persons  who  lodged  the  complaint  against  any  physician  as 
well  as  the  examining  board  to  give  an  adequate  bond  for  their 
action,  so  that  the  accused  physician  if  not  found  guilty  would 
have  recourse  for  damages. 

I  would  be  glad  to  have  this  matter  considered  by  you,  and  to 
lend  my  services  in  any  possible  way  to  bring  about  that  desired 
result. 

Respectfully  yours, 

G.  ALLAN  ROWE,  M.D. 


.Materia  .Medica  and  Therapeutics 

EDITED  BY 

JOHN   WILLIAM   FYFE,  M.  D. 
Short  Articles  giving  definite  indications  for  remedies  are  solicited,  and  may  be  sent  to  Dr.  J.  W.  FYFE,  Saugatuck,  Ct  " 

The  Third  Row  in  My  Medicine  Case. 

NO.  V.     KALI  MURIATICUM  CHLORIDE  OF  POTASSIUM. 

With  the  possible  exception  of  ferrum  phosphoricum,  kali 
muriaticum  is  the  most  useful,  as  well  as  the  most  frequently  indi- 
cated tissue  salt.  It  is  an  especially  valuable  remedial  agent  in  the 
treatment  of  the  second  stage  of  inflammations  of  serous  membranes. 

In  nasal  catarrh,  .which  is  characterized  by  a  discharge  of  white, 
thick  phlegm,  it  has  been  employed  with  great  advantage,  and  in 
stuffy  colds  in  the  head,  as  well  as  in  dry  coryza,  it  acts  promptly 
in  ,  a  curative  direction. 

In  speaking  of  the  great  usefulness  of  the  chloride  of  potassium 
in  catarrhal  conditions,  Dr.  Ivins  says : 

"I  use  kali  muriaticum  often  with  profit  in  the  purulent  stage 
of  nasal  catarrh.  It  has  proved  to  me  the  most  satisfactory  remedy 
in  acute  inflammation  of  the  nasopharynx  in  which  there  is  a 
decided  burning  dryness.  The  appearance  is  that  of  redness  with 
marked  thickening,  almost  as  though  the  mucous  membranes  were 
solidly  infiltrated." 

To  the  foregoing  may  well  be  added  the  experience  of  Dr. 
Houghton,  who  says: 

"This  is  one  of  the  most  effective  remedies  I  have  ever  used 
for  chronic  catarrhal  inflammations  of  the  middle  ear,  especially  the 
form  designated  'proliferous/  In  chronic  suppuration  it  reduces 
proliferation  and  hastens  repair." 
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In  aphtha,  thrush,  white  ulcers  in  the  mouths  of  little  children 
or  nursing  mothers,  as  well  as  in  canker,  excoriations  and  rawness 
of  the  mouth,  this  trituration  of  the  chloride  of  potassium  consti- 
tutes a  superior  medicament,  and  in  swollen  glands  about  the  jaws 
and  neck  it  seldom  fails  to  give  speedy  relief.  The  swelling  in  in- 
flammation of  the  tongue  also  yields  to  its  curative  influence. 

Dr.  Kinnett  in  referring  to  the  power  possessed  by  kali  muriat- 
icum  over  the  various  forms  of  edema,  in  part  says  : 

"'I  have  used  kali  muriate  in  edema  of  the  cellular  tissues  and 
have  reduced  the  swelling  in  many  cases  where  other  well-known 
remedies  for  this  condition  had  failed.  In  one  very  severe  case  of 
edema,  accompanied  with  heart  disease,  where  usually  apocynum  is 
prescribed  and  was  prescribed  and  did  no  good  so  far  as  we  could 
determine,  I  prescribed  kali  muriate,  and  the  edema  was  all  gone 
in  a  few  days.  The  indications  are  just  as  clear  for  the  administra- 
tion of  this  drug  as  for  any  other  specific  medicine  we  possess,  and 
can  be  relied  upon  with  as  much  certainty.  I  have  prescribed  this 
remedy  ranging  from  the  crude  drug  in  solution,  to  the  same  amount 
of  the  third  decimal  trituration,  and  say  say  that  I  am  as  well  pleased 
with  the  trituration  as  with  the  crude  drug,  and  am  surprised  often 
to  see  what  small  amount  of  the  drug  will  accomplish  the  work. 
By  all  means  do  not  neglect  this  remedy  to  prevent  plastic  exudates, 
for  it  only  needs  a  fair  trial  to  convince  the  observer  that  it  will  do 
all  that  has  been  claimed  for  it." 

In  sick  headache,  when  the  tongue  is  covered  with  a  white  coat- 
ing, and  there  is  vomiting  of  a  white  phlegm,  this  drug  is  employed 
with  marked  benefit. 

Kali  muriaticum  is  very  extensively  employed  in  the  treatment 
of  diphtheria  by  Homeopathic  practitioners,  and  many  Eclectic  phy- 
sicians have  also  found  it  effective  in  this  disease.  Dr.  W.  E. 
Kinnett,  a  very  careful  observer  of  the  therapeutic  action  of  drugs, 
in  speaking  of  his  experience  with  this  potassium  preparation,  says : 
"I  would  not  attempt  to  treat  a  case  of  pneumonia,  diphtheria, 
croup  or,  in  fact,  any  other  inflammation,  whether  idiopathic  or  trau- 
matic, in  any  part  of  the  body  without  this  remedy  from  first  to  last 
as  the  main  remedy.  In  hepatitis,  cellulitis  and  in  cases  of  that 
fashionable  disease  appendicitis  or  any  other,  it  is  this  drug  which, 
if  administered  early,  will  avert  suppuration.  I  have  treated  many 
cases  of  pneumonia,  both  in  children  and  in  adults,  with  this  drug 
and  ferrum  phos.,  no  other  drugs  being  used  from  beginning  to 
end,  and  can  say  the  same  in  many  cases  of  diphtheria.  There  is 
no  trouble  to  get  children  to  take  this  medicine,  and  besides  it  is 
very  effective.  I  have  used  no  other  remedy  for  croup  for  years 
except  these  two  drugs,  and  in  this  disease  I  usually  put  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  each  of  the  3X  trituration  into  a  glass  half  full  of  water,  and 
administer  a  teaspoonful  every  ten  minutes  until  relieved,  and  then 
every  hour  till  well.    It  acts  promptly  and  effectually." 
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Some  Eclectic  writers  who  have  also  had  large  experience  in 
the  use  of  the  chloride  of  potassium  in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria 
apparently  are  not  as  confident  of  its  effectiveness  in  all  cases  of  this 
disease  as  Dr.  Kinnett  seems  to  be,  ,as  will  be  seen  by  an  abstract 
from  a  letter  written  to  the  author  of  this  article  by  Dr.  F.  H. 
Williams,  who  is  also  a  very  thorough  investigator  of  drug  action. 
Dr.  Williams  says : 

"I  have  tried  kali  mur.  faithfully,  in  the  third  trituration,  and 
I  am  convinced  that  it  will  not  cure  bad  cases  of  diphtheria.  We 
should  endeavor  to  separate  the  diagnostic  points  in  relation  to  their 
symptoms.  I  have  seen  diphtheritic  cases  that  spot  the  tonsils,  and 
possibly  the  sides  of  the  pharynx,  with  a  white  multiple  membrane 
—ahvays  white  and  moist — that  kali  mur.  3X,  will  cure.  But  my 
experience  shows  that  the  drug  is  useless  in  the  gray  membranes 
that  start  from  one  nidus  and  largely  involve  the  uvula." 

In  tonsillitis  kali  mur.  is  a  very  efficient  remedial  agent.  It 
should  be  administered  as  soon  as  the  swelling  appears.  It  is  also  a 
remedy  of  merit  in  other  inflammatory  wrongs  of  the  tonsils  and 
throat,  especially  when  grayish  patches,  spots  or  deposits  are  prom- 
inent features  of  the  case.  In  scarlet  fever  it  is  often  a  much  needed 
medicament,  and  it  is  said  to  possess  a  power  of  preventing  this 
disease  which  is  fully  equal  ,to  that  possessed  by  belladonna.  In 
speaking  of  this  property  of  the  drug,  Dr.  Holbrook  says : 

"I  have  recently  treated  a  case  of  scarlatina  with  kali  mur,  alone, 
it  making  a  good  recovery.  I  gave  the  remedy  to  the  rest  of  the 
children  in  the  family,  ^with  the  result  that  none  of  them  were  at- 
tacked by  the  disease,  though  they  were  almost  constantly  with  the 
sick  child." 

Kali  muriaticum  is  a  remedy  of  marked  curative  power  in  many 
gastric  wrongs,  especially  when  there  is  constipation,  with  vomiting 
of  thick,  white  phlegm,  and  a  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth.  In  jaundice, 
characterized  by  the  foregoing  symptoms,  its  influence  is  promptly 
curative.  It  is  also  an  excellent  remedy  in  jaundice  caused  by  catarrh 
of  the  duodenum,  especially  when  the  stools  are  very  light  in  color. 
In.  all  liver  affections  in  which  there  is  sluggish  action  of  the  organ, 
accompanied  by  pain  in  the  right  side,  pale  yellow  evacuations,  con- 
stipation and  coated  tongue,  this  remedy  will  speedily  give  corrective 
results. 

In  acute  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  especially  when  there  is 
swelling  and  a  discharge  of  thick,  white  mucus,  the  chloride  of  potas- 
sium constitutes  a  most  useful  remedial  agent,  and  in  chronic  cystitis 
it  exerts  an  action  which  is  curative  in  its  direction.  Kali  muriate  is 
an  efficient  remedy  in  gonorrhoea,  and  it  is  regarded  by  some  phy- 
sicians as  essential  to  a  good  treatment.  It  is  especially  indicated 
in  cases  in  which  swellings  exist,  whether  resulting  from  subcu- 
taneous or  interstitial  exudation.  In  suppressed,  tardy  or  too  early 
menstruation,  especially    when    the    discharge    is    excessive,  dark, 
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clotted  or  tough,  or  tar-like  in  appearance,  this  drug  exerts  an  in- 
fluence which  makes  for  normal  activity,  and  in  leucorrhoea,  when 
the  discharge  consists  of  milky-white,  thick  and  non-irritating  mucus, 
it  constitutes  an  efficient  remedial  agent.  In  mastitis  it  exerts  a  re- 
straining influence  over  the  swelling  which  is  often  much  needed. 

In  loss  of  voice  or  hoarseness  its  action  is  much  like  that  of 
collinsonia,  and  often  serves  an  excellent  purpose.  In  the  second 
stage  of  bronchitis,  when  thick,  white  phlegm  of  a  fibrinous  char- 
acter forms,  the  chloride  of  potassium  constitutes  a  remedy  of  cor- 
rective power.  In  croup  it  exerts  a  marked  influence  over  the  mem- 
branous exudation,  and  in  false  croup  it  is  often  the  only  needed 
medicament.  It  is  especially  indicated  in  the  second  stage  of  pneu- 
monia, when  the  expectoration  is  viscid  and  there  is  fibrinous  exuda- 
tion into  the  lung  substance.  As  a  remedy  in  the  second  stage  of 
pleurisy,  when  there  are  plastic  exudations  and  adhesions,  this  re- 
medial agent  has  been  highly  recommended  as  a  means  of  com- 
pleting the  cure.  When  there  are  wheezing  or  rattling  sounds  of 
air  passing  through  thick,  tenacious  mucus  in  the  bronchi,  and 
which  is  raised  with  great  difficulty,  kali  muriate  affords  much  relief. 

In  rheumatic  fever,  with  exudation  and  swelling  around  the  joints, 
this  drug  has  been  employed  with  satisfactory  results.  Its  influence 
in  such  cases  is  said  to  be  due  to  its  power  of  restoring  the  non- 
functional cells  of  the  excretory  and  absorbing  structures  to  normal 
activity. 

Kali  muriate  has  been  en: ployed  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid 
fever,  and  has  given  very  satisfactory  results,  especially  when  there 
was  great  looseness  of  the  bowels,  the  stools  being  light  yellow  or 
flocculent.  It  also  exerts  a  relieving  influence  in  abdominal  tender- 
ness and  swelling. 

In  the  second  stage  of  abscesses,  boils,  carbuncles,  eczema, 
pimples,  erysipelas,  and  many  other  similar  conditions,  when  inter- 
stitial exudation  has  taken  place,  it  is  said  that  the  chloride  of  potas- 
sium will  cause  the  swelling  to  disappear  before  the  formation  of 
pus.  It  is  also  a  useful  remedy  in  glandular  swellings  and  follicular 
infiltrations.  In  ulceration  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri,  characterieed 
by  a  thick,  white  secretion,  this  remedial  agent  has  been  employed 
with  results  which  wrere  unmistakably  curative. 

The  chloride  of  potassium  should  be  more  fully  investigated  by 
Eclectic  physicians,  and  the  following  indications,  taken  from  Fyfe's 
Materia  Medica,  suggest  the  lines  along  which  the  study  is  most 
likely  to  prove  advantageous : 

"White  or  gray  coating  at  the  base  of  the  tongue ;  white  or 
gray  exudations ;  glandular  swellings ;  discharges  or  expectorations 
of  a  white,  thick  fibrinous  slime  from  any  mucous  surface :  grayish 
patches  or  spots  in  throat  or  on  the  tonsils;  jaundice,  especially  when 
there  is  pain  in  the  stomach  or  intestines ;  pale  yellow  evacuations, 
and  vellow  urine,  with  abdominal   tenderness   and   swelling;  diar- 
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rhoea,  when  the  stools  are  pale  yellow  or  clay  colored;  inflammation 
of  the  bladder,  when  there  is  a  discharge  of  thick  white  mucus ;  rheu- 
matic fever,  with  exudation  and  swelling  around  the  joints;  abscesses, 
boils  and  carbuncles;  plastic  exudations  and  adhesions;  hard,  harsh 
and  hacking  coughs ;  short  and  spasmodic  cough;  wheezing  rales, 
or  rattling  sounds  in  the  air  passages,  caused  by  thick,  tenacious 
mucus  in  the  bronchi." 

The  dose  of  the  third  trituration  of  the  chloride  (not  chlorate) 
of  potassium  is  from  five  to  fifteen  grains,  but  the  best  results  are 
obtained  from  its  use  by  prescribing  it  as  follows  :  I£  Kali  mur.  3X, 
gr.  xx.  to  oi, ;  water,  51V.  Teaspoonful  every  half  hour  to  every 
two  hours. 


Ox-eye  Daisy  in  Night  Sweats. 

The  above-named  plant  has  recently  been  employed  with  great 
advantage  in  various  forms  of  night  sweats.  In  referring  to  the  thera- 
peutic uses  of  this  plant  in  the  October,  1907,  issue  of  the  Review, 
the  editor  of  this  department  stated  that  the  ox-eye  daisy  and  chry- 
santhemum leucanthemum  were  one  and  the  same  plant,  but  some 
writers  say  that  this  statement  cannot  be  correct.  Gray's  Botany 
(p.  199),  however,  gives  the  following:  "C.  leucanthemum,  or  leu- 
canthemum vulgare,  the  too  common  whiteweed,  or  ox-eye  daisy, 
filling  meadows  and  pastures,  and  difficult  to  eradicate ;  has  stems 
nearly  simple  and  erect  from  the  creeping  base  or  rootstock,  bear- 
ing cut-toothed  or  slightly  pinnatifid  leaves  below  ( the  lowest  spat- 
ulate,  upper  partly  clasping),  the  naked  summit  bearing  the  single 
showy  head  in  early  summer."  This  certainly  ought  to  settle  the 
identity  of  the  plant. 

In  an  interesting  article  published  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Journal, 
Dr.  H.  T.  Webster  in  part  says : 

"In  my  own  family  I  have  on  hand  a  case  of  lymphadenoma, 
which,  in  March  and  April  of  last  year  was  in  an  extremely  debili- 
tated condition.  The  patient  suffered  excruciating  pains  in  the 
head,  neck  and  other  parts,  from  pressure  of  swollen  glands,  was 
anemic  and  feeble,  with  stubborn  intermittent  fever — temperature 
between  exacerbations  ranging  from  940  to  970  F.  Taking  of  food, 
even  of  the  most  bland,  was  followed  by  extreme  gastric  distress, 
and  appetite  was  entirely  absent  at  all  times,  with  loathing  of  nour- 
ishment. Dizziness  and  fainting  frequently  occurred  upon  moving 
about,  though  the  patient  was  too  nervous  to  remain  long  in  one 
position,  or  even  a  recumbent  position,  much  of  the  time.  Insomnia 
was  so  persistent  that  little  sleep  occurred,  day  or  night. 

After  exhausting  all  my  own  resources,  as  well  as  those  of 
eminent  counsel  to  no  avail,  and  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
end  was  near  at  hand,  I  decided  at  length  to  try  a  change  of  climate, 
and  took  the  patient  to  her  old  home  in  Xew  York,  arriving  there 
about  the  middle  of  May.    Here  appetite  and  digestion  slightly 
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improved,  but  debilitating  night-sweats  soon  set  in,  and  the  in- 
somnia persisted. 

The  patient's  brother,  an  observing  farmer,  had  great  faith  in 
"white  daisy  tea"  in  obstinate  sweating,  as  the  result  of  its  bene- 
ficial action  years  before  in  his  own  case  and  the  effect  he  had 
observed  in  others  under  his  own  observation  since,  and  suggested 
that  it  be  given  a  trial.  A  decoction  of  the  green  plant  was  pre- 
pared and  administered  in  tablespoonful  doses  every  two  or  three 
hours  during  the  day  until  bedtime.  The  result  was  more  than 
was  hoped  for,  for  the  night-sweating  ceased  within  two  days, 
slumber  followed  at  night,  and  permanent  improvement  soon  be- 
came marked.  Within  a  fortnight  the  patient  was  eating  and  appro- 
priating a  general  diet  satisfactorily,  improving  in  flesh  and  strength, 
and  was  soon  able  to  attempt  a  pleasure  trip  down  the  St.  Lawrence 
River  and  through  the  New  England  cities,  occupying  several 
weeks,  which  proved  a  complete  success  in  everything  anticipated. 

In  September  we  returned  to  Oakland,  and  the  patient  has 
since  remained  in  passable  condition,  though,  of  course,  the  chronic 
disease  is  not  eliminated.  Certainly,  we  must  ascribe  some  of  this 
improvement  to  climatic  change,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
medicine  deserves  much  credit  for  turning  the  tide  in  favor  of  at 
least  temporary  recuperation,  for  it  was  the  only  drug  taken  during 
absence.  Since  return  a  tendency  toward  relapse  in  night-sweating 
and  insomnia  has  once  recurred,  but  a  saturated  tincture  of  the 
green  plant  of  the  chrysanthemum,  in  minute  doses,  promptly  dis- 
pelled it. 

In  conversation  with  Dr.  Fearn,  who  returned  soon  afterward, 
I  recently  learned  that  he  was  having  considerable  trouble  with  a 
case  similar  in  some  respects  to  mine,  though  not  one  of  lymphade- 
noma.  The  patient  was  a  female,  somewhat  past  the  climacteric, 
who  had  been  sleepless,  debilitated  and  exhausted  by  profuse 
perspiration,  continuing  day  and  night,  during  a  period  of  about 
four  months,  and  nothing  thus  far  had  afforded  any  lasting  benefit. 
The  crysanthemum  was  suggested  here  and  the  doctor  was  sup- 
plied with  an  ounce  vial  of  the  saturated  tincture  for  trial.  A  report 
of  very  favorable  character  soon  followed,  and  prospects  now  seem 
to  indicate  that  it  will  prove  the  principal  remedy  needed  to  re- 
store the  patient  to  health.  She  is  already  greatly  improved,  and 
the  insomnia  and  night-sweats  have  disappeared. 

As  this  is,  to  my  knowledge,  the  first  report  ever  made  upon 
chrysanthemum  leucanthemum  as  a  medicine,  and  as  we  have  as  yet 
given  it  but  little  trial,  of  course  it  is  impossible  to  at  present  out- 
line its  field  of  therapeutic  action,  beyond  its  value  in  profuse  per- 
spiration of  chronic  nature.  That  it  is  specfic  in  controlling  obstinate 
relaxation  of  the  sudoriparous  glands  there  is  no  question,  for  this 
was  well  proven  in  domestic  practice  long  ago,  and  there  is  no 
doubting  it  and  we  may  prescribe  it  here  with  full  confidence. 
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However,  there  may  remain  considerable  to  be  added  as  time 
progresses ;  much  may  be  developed  in  the  future  which  we  cannot 
at  present  attempt  to  predict.  It  possesses  some  of  the  influence 
ascribed  to  such  old  nervines  as  cypripedium  and  Scutellaria,  though 
it  differs  materially  from  both  in  its  influence  upon  the  nervous 
system.  It  also  resembles  pulsatilla  somewhat  in  its  influence  upon 
the  mental'  sphere,  yet  is  not  a  substitute  for  that  remedy.  As  a 
medium  for  relaxation  of  the  sudoriparous  glands  it  ranks  with  pic- 
rotoxin,  atropia,  agaricin,  etc.,  though  its  influence  is  more  perma- 
nent, apparently,  than  any  of  these  agents,  while  it  seems  to  aug- 
ment vitality  something  akin  to  the  influence  of  echinacea,  though 
it  is  not  a  dynamic  antiseptic  in  any  sense,  so  far  as  I  have  observed. 

It  will  be  much  in  evidence  in  the  meadows  of  the  greater  East 
next  June  and  July,  and  I  would  suggest  that  country  practitioners 
tincture  a  small  quantity,  for  future  use  and  experiment.  Pack  a 
quart  Mason  fruit  jar  with  the  green  plant,  when  it  is  in  blossom, 
and  cover  with  best  drug-store  alcohol.  Allow  it  to  stand  two  weeks 
or  longer.  After  fourteen  days  it  will  be  ready  for  use.  Add  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  this  to  four  ounces  of  water,  and  order  a  teaspoonful 
every  hour  in  stubborn  and  protracted  relaxation  of  the  skin  at- 
tended by  perspiration.  a 

We  will  not  find  the  remedy  indicated  very  often,  but  when  the 
proper  indication  is  present  it  will  serve  profitably.  It  might  prove 
useful  in  the  night-sweats  of  phthisis." 

Asclepias  Tuberosa. 

Asclepias  was  a  favorite  remedy  with  many  of  the  early  Eclec- 
tics, and  Dr.  Wooster  Beach  used  it  in  several  of  his  valuable  com- 
pounds, but  it  was  employed  in  medicine  at  a  much  earlier  date. 
So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  Dr.  Schoef  was  the  first  to 
introduce  asclepias  tuberosa  to  the  medical  profession  as  a  remedial 
agent.  Cutter  recommended  it  in  1785,  and  later  Barton' wrote  ap- 
provingly of  it.  In  1810  Professor  Thatcher  referred  to  it  as  having 
been  successfully  employed  in  "pleurisy  and  other  fevers." 

Although  asclepias  was  a  well-known  remedy  long  before  the 
time  of  Wooster  Beach,  its  present  usefulness  is  the  result  of  its 
adoption  and  development  by  the  Eclectic  school  of  medicine.  The 
early  writers  on  asclepias  indiscriminately  recommended  it  in  all 
inflammatory  diseases,  but  Eclectic  study  and  investigation  soon 
narrowed  its  leading  use  down  to  diseases  of  the  serous  mem- 
branes— "when  the  skin  is  hot,  but  inclined  to  moisture,  the  face 
flushed,  and  the  pain  sharp." 

Many  of  the  early  Eclectics  extensively  employed  asclepias  for 
the  purpose  of  "promoting  perspiration  and  expectoration  in  dis- 
eases of  the  respiratory  organs,  especially  pleurisy,  inflammation  of 
the  lungs  and  catarrhal  affections,"  and  one  Eclectic  writer  said  that 
"we  do  not  need  to  inquire  the  cause  of  pleurisy,  for  if  there  is 
pleurisy  there  should  be  asclepias." 
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Dr.  Grover  Coe,  in  his  work  on  "Organic  Medicine,"  spoke  of 
asclepias  as  follows : 

"No  other  remedy  with  which  we  are  acquainted  is  so  univer- 
sally admissible  in  the  treatment  of  diseases,  either  alone  or  in  com- 
bination with  other  indicated  drugs.  In  fact,  wTe  can  think  of  no 
pathological  condition  that  would  be  aggravated  by  its  employment. 
It  expels  wind,  relieves  pain,  relaxes  spasm,  induces  and  promotes 
perspiration,  equalizes  the  circulation,  harmonizes  the  action  of  the 
nervous  system,  and  accomplishes  its  work  without  excitement — 
neither  increasing  the  force  or  frequency  of  the  pulse  nor  raising 
the  temperature  of  the  body.  It  is  of  especial  service  in  the  treat- 
ment of  affections  involving  the  serous  membranes,  as  pleuritis, 
pneumonitis,  etc.  No  one  agent  manifesting  so  little  excitement  in 
its  operation  is  capable  of  successfully  meeting  so  great  a  number  of 
indications." 

The  best  results  are  obtained  from  asclepias  when  the  tem- 
perature is  but  moderately  increased,  and  the  skin  is  inclined  to 
moisture,  although  it  is  many  times  of  value  during  high  fevers. 
Asclepias  is  a  remedy  of  marked  curative  power  in  a  wide  range  of 
abnormal  conditions,  but  its  extreme  freedom  from  injurious  effects 
under  all  circumstances  has  led  many  physicians  to  think  it  lacking 
in  therapeutic  power.  If,  however,  such  practitioners  will  test  it  in 
a  severe  case  of  pleuritic  pain,  administering  from  fifteen  to  thirty 
drops  of  the  specific  medicine  in  hot  water,  a  few  doses  thus  em- 
ployed will  remove  from  their  minds  all  doubt  of  its  medicinal 
properties.  Xo  other  remedy  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  under 
such  circumstances,  can  equal  its  relieving  effects.  In  peumonia, 
pleurisy,  bronchitis  and  other  wrongs  of  the  respiratory  organs, 
asclepias  is  employed  with  splendid  results.  When  administered 
early  it  often  constitutes  the  only  needed  medication.  As  a  means 
of  removing  the  effects  of  la  grippe  it  is  one  of  our  most  efficient 
remedies.  If  the  effects  are  characterized  by  nervousness,  it  quiets 
the  nerves,-  and  if  derangement  of  the  stomach  is  a  prominent  feat- 
ure it  relieves  the  stomach  irritation,-  and  thus  makes  for  recovery. 

In  rheumatism  asclepias  exerts  a  decidedly  corrective  influence, 
and  in  nervous  irritability  its  effects  are  markedly  soothing  in  char- 
acter. In  insomnia,  when  given  in  hot  water  at  bedtime,  restful 
sleep  is  often  secured  through  the  influence  of  this  medicament. 
Coughs  and  colds  also  come  within  the  curative  range  of  asclepias, 
and  in  all  forms  of  colic  it  can  be  prescribed  with  perfect  confidence 
that  its  action  will  be  positively  beneficial.  In  all  such  cases  it 
should  be  administered  in  very  hot  water — so  hot  that  it  has  to  be 
taken  slowly. 

While  asclepias  does  not  interfere  with  the  action  of  other 
remedies,  it  is  usually  better  to  employ  it  singly,  and  if  other  drugs 
are  needed  use  them  in  alternation. 

The  dose  of  specific  asclepias  (or  a  good  fluid  extract)  is  from 
one  drop  to  one  drachm,  but  in  many  cases  it  may  be  employed  with 
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advantage  as  follows :  Asclepias,  gtt.  x  to  dr.  ij  ;  water,  oz.  iv.  Tea- 
spoonful  every  hour  to  every  three  hours. — Dr.  J.  W .  Fyfe,  in  Eclectic 
Medical  Journal. 


Potassium  Dichromate. 

BY  JOHN   ALBERT   BURNETT,  M.  D. 

The  chemical  formula  of  potassium  dichromate  is  K2C20'. 
It  is  of  an  orange-red  color,  disagreeable  metallic  taste,  acid  reac- 
tion and  freely  soluble  in  water. 

Potter  claims  that  many  alkaloids,  tannic  acid,  sugar  and  other 
oxidizable  substances  are  incompatible  with  potassium  dichromate. 
If  this  remedy  is  absolutely  incompatible  with  sugar,  this  should 
be  remembered,  as  it  is  often  used  as  a  cough  remedy,  and  syrup, 
sugar,  etc.,  are  often  used  with  cough  medicines.  The  dose  of 
potassium  dichromate  is  i-ioo  grain  to  1-5  grain.  Some  prefer  it  in 
trituration  and  others  do  not.  I  prefer  the  chemically  pure  drug, 
as  I  use  it  in  solution,  adding,  say  2  to  5  grains  (-J  to  1  grain  would 
be  as  efficient  and  safer — F.)  to  four  Ounces  of  water,  and  giving 
a  teaspoonful  at  a  dose.  It  can  be  repeated  as  frequently  as  needed, 
and  is  practically  tasteless  when  used  this  way. 

Potter  says :  "In  doses  of  5ii-iv  it  has  proved  fatal  to  life  in 
adults,  with  symptoms  of  gastro-enteritis,  suppression  of  urine  and 
cardiac  paralysis.''  If  it  requires  these  size  doses  to  produce  death 
it  is  not  a  very  toxic  agent.  Sodium  and  potassium  carbonates 
and  bicarbonates  are  antidotes,  and  opium  and  alcohol  are  antago- 
nists. There  are  but  few  remedies  that  are  more  important  in 
hoarseness  and  loss  of  voice  than  potassium  dichromate.  In  fact, 
I  have  never  found  a  remedy  that  was  equal  to  this  one,  no  matter 
what  the  cause  is.  I  do  not  consider  it  a  specific  for  this  condition, 
but  it  is  as  near  it  as  any  remedy  could  be. 

Potassium  dichromate  is  a  good  antiseptic,  and  the  dilute  solu- 
tion gr.  one  to  ten  to  one  ounce  of  water  is  useful  in  nasal,  buccal 
or  vaginal  catarrh,  when  used  locally  as  a  wash.  It  would  no  doubt 
prove  to  be  of  some  value  if  used  as  an  injection  in  gonorrhoea  and 
deserves  a  trial  in  this  condition.  A  saturated  solution  has  been 
used  locally  to  warts  and  venereal  condylomata,  and  this  would  no 
doubt  be  beneficial  for  removing  many  other  growths,  such  as 
corns. 

The  main  action  of  potassium  dichromate  is  upon  the  mucous 
membranes,  but  it  has  some  influence  upon  the  nervous  system, 
and  has  been  used  for  locomotor  ataxia.  It  is  of  value  in  some 
stomach  troubles,  and  is  used  in  dyspepsia  simulating  gastric  can- 
cer, in  chronic  gastric  catarrh,  the  tongue  having  a  thick  yellow  coat. 

In  chronic  diarrhoea  from  intestinal  ulceration  it  has  proved  to 
be  of  value.  A  weak  solution  used  by  enema  is  of  value  in  the 
later  stages  of  dysentery,  and  in  some  forms  of  diarrhoea  when 
there    is    much  mucus  passing.    Potter  says:    "It  is  a  good  remedy 


142 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


in  syphilitic  sore  throat,  local  rheumatism  of  the  fibrous  tissue, 
periosteal  and  syphilitic  rheumatism  and  acute  catarrh  and  influ- 
enza, chronic  nasal  catarrh,  chronic  laryngitis  and  chronic  catarrhal 
affections  of  the  bronchial  mucous  membranes,  especially  when  the 
expectoration  is  tough  and  stringy."  I  have  used  this  remedy  in 
many  coughs  and  find  it  very  good  when  an  expectorant  that  will 
assist  in  bringing  out  mucus  is  needed,  and  in  croupy  coughs  and 
croup.  It  is  an  important  remedy  for  croup,  and  as  a  rule  soon 
relieves  the  hoarse,  croupy  condition  that  some  children  often  have. 

It  is  of  some  value  in  diphtheria,  and  many  other  throat 
troubles.  This  remedy  should  be  employed  externally  in  some  cases 
of  eczema,  itch,  rhus  poisoning  and  some  other  similar  conditions, 
as  it  will  prove  to  be  beneficial. 

Potter  says :  "Inpharmacy  it  is  employed  in  preparing  chromic 
trioxide  and  valerianic  acid,  and  as  a  test  solution.  Most  of  the 
medical  galvanic  and  faradic  batteries  are  run  by  a  mixture  of  this 
salt  with  sulphuric  acid." 

Potassium  dichromate  was  at  one  time  known  by  the  name  of 
potassium  bichromate.  The  former  name  is  the  one  adopted  by 
the  latest  U.  S.  P.  Chromic  trioxide,  called  chromic  acid  (Cr  O), 
is  somewhat  similar  to  potassium  dichromate.  It  is  obtained  by  the 
action  of  sulphuric  acid  on  potassium  dichromate.  Potter  says : 
"Chromic  trioxide  should  be  kept  in  glass-stoppered  bottles,  and 
great  caution  should  be  observed  to  avoid  bringing  it  in  contact 
with  organic  substances,  such  as  cork,  tannic  acid,  sugar,  alcohol, 
glycerin,  etc.,  as  dangerous  accidents  are  liable  to  result." 

Chromic  acid  is  not  used  internally,  but  has  been  used  exter- 
nally for  similar  conditions  as  potassium  dichromate.  It  is  a  power- 
ful escharotic  and  penetrates  deeply,  slowly;  but  not  painfully. 

Green  Wood,  Ark. 


Too    Strong  Henbane. 

A  recent  number  of  the  American  Druggist  contained  an  article 
calling  attention  to  a  spurious  hyoscyamus  niger  which  has  appeared 
on  the  American  market.  In  referring  to  this  article  Clinical 
Medicine,  under  the  above  caption,  makes  the  following  instructive 
comments : 

"This  spurious  henbane  yields  eight-tenths  of  one  per  cent, 
of  alkaloid,  which  is  apparently  pure  hyoscyamine.  This  is  ten 
times  the  total  quantity  of  alkaloid  present  in  the  official  hyoscya- 
mus, which,  moreover,  depends  almost  wholly  for  its  medicinal 
action,  not  on  the  small  proportion  of  hyoscamine  present,  but  on 
the  hyoscine  contained. 

"The  Druggist  says  that  if  the  spurious  drug  is  used  instead  of 
the  official  the  therapeutic  effect  will  be  widely  different,  even  if  the 
total  alkaloidal  strength  is  standardized  in  accordance  with  the 
Pharmacopeia.    In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  official  assay  methods 
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call  for  an  assay  of  the  total  alkaloids  only,  without  any  differen- 
tiation between  the  hyoscine  and  the  hyoscyamine,  the  substitution 
of  the  spurious  drug  for  the  genuine  might  easily  go  undetected, 
save  for  the  marked  difference  in  the  therapeutic  effect. 

"This  is  a  remarkable  illustration  of  the  impossibility  of 
standardizing  fluid  extracts,  etc.,  so  far  as  the  physician  is  con- 
cerned. In  our  work  as  physicians  the  large  content  of  alkaloid 
would,  of  course,  be  desirable,  even  of  this  spurious  henbane,  and 
the  same  is  true  as  to  the  manufacturer  of  the  active  principles.  . 

"How  about  the  physician  desiring  to  get  the  effect  of  hyos- 
cine, who  gets  instead  of  that  the  effect  of  hyoscamine,  which  is 
altogether  another  matter?  Hyoscyamine  is  in  many  respects 
antagonistic  to  hyoscine. 

"A  more  important  consideration  is  the  illustration  which 
this  gives  of  the  wide  diversity  between  the  views  of  the  manu- 
facturing and  the  dispensing  chemists,  and  the  physician.  The 
Pharmacopeia  is  the  work  of  the  former,  the  men,  in  other  words, 
who  are  interested  in  the  preparation  and  sale  of  drugs.  That  the 
official  assays  are  based  on  the  content  of  total  alkaloid,  and  not 
upon  either  of  the  antagonistic  alkaloids  present,  illustrates  the 
fact  that  the  nature  of  the  alkaloid  is  of  no  consequence  whatever, 
and  is  not  taken  into  consideration  by  the  pharmacist. 

"•Not  only  is  this  the  case,  but  the  manufacturing  chemist  is 
unable  to  understand  why  we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  goods  he 
gives  us,  and  with  the  tests  which  he  makes  as  to  their  alkaloidal 
content.  That  is  because  he  is  a  chemist,  and  not  a  physician. 
Being  strictly  a  chemist  and  not  a  physician,  he  cannot  see  why  we 
should  desire  the  genuine  salicylic  acid  from  the  oil  of  wintergreen, 
and  not  be  contented  with  the  synthetic  preparation ;  why  we 
should  demand  that  our  hyoscine  should  be  obtained  from  hyos- 
cyamus  and  not  from  some  other  plant.  He  fears,  probably,  and 
with  reason,  that  some  day  we  will  ask  if  we  cannot  have  pure 
morphine,  and  not  one  mixed  with  codeine.  To  him  there  is  suffi- 
cient similarity  in  the  action  of  these  two  alkaloids  to  justify  him 
in  using  the  process  which  extracts  both  at  once,  instead  of  the 
one  which  extracts  the  morphine  only,  and  leaves  the  codeine.  The 
same  holds  good  in  regard  to  quinine  and  quinidine.  Few  physicians 
know,  possibly,  that  no  distinction  is  made  between  these  and,  that 
our  so-called  quinine  is  really  a  mixture  of  quinine  and  quinidine — 
that  is,  when  it  is  not  cinchonidine  or  cinchonine. 

"The  assays  of  mix  vomica  and  ignatia  tell  us  of  the  mixed 
alkaloids,  strychnine  and  brucine,  ignoring  the  fact  that  one  being 
four  times  the  strength  of  the  other,  there  is  a  very  considerable 
difference  in  the  dose  of  two  different  preparations,  even  when 
the  total  alkaloidal  content  is  the  same.  The  chemist  objects  to 
our  demand  for  absolutely  pure  emetine,  because  it  is  a  matter  of 
difficulty  to  separate  the  other  two  alkaloids  of  ipecacuanha  from 
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this  one.  Consequently  he  tells  us  that  we  should  be  content  with 
what  was  good  enough  for  our  fathers,  and  not  go  about  bothering 
him  on  such  subjects.  He  would  be  greatly  relieved  if  we  would 
simply  give  such  remedies  as  he  has  in  stock,  and  not  give  him 
any  more  annoyance  or  expense  about  such  matters.  He  has  gone 
to  the  trouble  to  get  up  a  Pharmacopeia  which  contains  such  reme- 
dies as  he  thinks  ought  to  suffice  for  all  our  use,  and  he  objects  to 
our  using  anything  else.  He  objects  to  all  prescriptions  of  nyos- 
cine  from  hyoscyamus,'  when  he  wants  to  supply  scopolamine, 
which  costs  him  about  one-third  as  much.  He  objects  to  our  pre- 
scribing anything  specifically,  so  as  to  prevent  him  from  running 
into  his  medicines  whatever  dead  stock  he  has,  of  which  he  is 
anxious  to  get  rid.  Really  there  are  a  whole  lot  of  things  which 
the  druggist  wants  us  to  do.  for  his  convenience  and  profit.  Our 
own  preferences  as  physicians,  and  the  welfare  of  our  patients,  as 
such,  do  not  enter  into  the  calculation. 

"Whatever  is  it  we  have  done  to  give  these  gentlemen  the  im- 
pression that  we  are  such  imbeciles  as  they  evidently  deem  us?" 


Society  Jtteetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Kansas  City  in  June, 
1908.    L.  A.  Perce,  M.D.,  president;   W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  Albany, 
March,  1908.  G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D., 
secretary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Bordlen,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin 
Howes,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C.  A.  Tyrrell, 
M.D.,  president;    H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
H.  Stoesser,  M.D.,  president;   M.  B.  Pearlstien,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.    A.  Blaustein,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday 
of  each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,."  Boylston 
Street.  Electa  A.  Brown,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D., 
secretary. 


National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

SECTION  OFFICERS. 

Section  on  Specific  Diagnosis  and  Specific  Medication. — Chairman,  J. 
F.  Harvill,  M.D.,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  secretary,  J.  M.  Keye,  M.D.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Section  on  Practice  of  Medicine.^Chairman,  C.  E.  Pace,  M.D.,  Osa- 
watomie,  Kan.;  secretary,  Pearl  Hale-Tatiman,  M.D.,  Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 

Section  on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.^Chairman,  Finley  Ell- 
ingwood,  M.D..  Chicago,  111.;  secretary,  Mary  B.  Morey,  M.D.,  Gonzales, 
Tex. 

Section  on  Pediatrics. — Chairman,  E.  H.  Stevenson,  M.D.,  Fort  Smith, 
Ark.;  secretary,  Hanna  Scott  Turner,  M.D.,  Pomona,  Cal. 

Section  on  Gynecology. — Chairman,  Q.  C.  Welbourne,  M.D.,  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.;  secretary,  A.  F.  Stephens,  M.D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


145 


Section  on  Dermatology  and  Syphilology. — Chairman,  J.  V.  Stevens, 
M.D.,  Jefferson,  Wis.;  Secretary,  J.  S.  Stewart,  M.D.,  Hastings,  Neb. 

Section  on  Electro-Therapeutics. — Chairman,  R.  P.  Rudd,  M.D.,  Fulton, 
Ky. ;  secretary,  J.  R.  Spencer.  M.D.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Section  on  Ophthalmology,  Rhynology, .  Otology  and  Laryngology. — 
Chairman,  J.  P.  Harbert,  M.D.,  Belief ontaine,  O.;  secretary.  A.  H.  Read- 
ing, M.D.,  Chicago,  111. 

Section  on  Surgery. — Chairman,  H.  H.  Brockman,  M.D.,  Eldon.  Mo.; 
secretary,  C.  E.  Laws,  M.D.,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

Section  on  Obstetrics. — Chairman,  P.  C.  Clayberg,  M.D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
secretary,  J.  A.  Archer,  M.D.,  Grenola,  Kan. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Research. — Chairman,  J.  D.  Robert- 
son, M.D.,  Chicago,  111.;  secretary.  Lyman  Watkins,  M.D.,  Blanchester,  O. 

Section  on  Genito-Urinary  Diseases. — Chairman.  A.  P.  Hauss,  M.D., 
New  Albany.  Ind.;  secretary,  G.  Adolphus,  M.D.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Section  on  Orthopedic  Surgery. — Chairman,  Lee  Strouse,  M.D.,  Coving- 
ton, Ky.;  secretary,  J.  C.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Section  on  Neurology. — Chairman,  C.  W.  Brandenburg,  M.D.,  New 
York,  N.  Y.;  chairman,  S.  B.  Pratt.  M.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Section  on  Sanitation  and  Hygiene. — Chairman,  Lee  H.  Smith,  M.D., 
Fuffalo,  N.  Y.;  secretary,  G.  A.  Weeks,  M.D.,  Richmond,  Me. 

Since  the  appearance  of  the  last  Bulletin  it  has  been  learned 
that  the  Midland  Hotel,  at  which  it  was  intended  to  have  held 
the  meeting  of  the  National  at  Kansas  City,  will  have  given  up 
the  building  before  the  time  set,  therefore  the  place  of  meeting 
will  of  necessity  be  changed. 

Dr.  March  informs  me  that  he  has  arranged  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Coates  House,  and  that  he  has  secured  the  session  room 
and  three  large  rooms  adjacent  for  committee  rooms,  all  free  of 
charge  to  the  association. 

The  rates  at  the  hotel  are  Si  a  day  and  upward  on  the  Euro- 
pean plan,  and  $2.50  per  day  and  upward  American  plan,  the  latter 
includes  bath. 

We  trust  each  member  who  intends  to  prepare  an  article  for 
the  National  will  not  fail  to  have  his  article  ready,  and  forward  it 
if  he  finds  it  impossible  to  attend. 

All  reports  from  the  section  officers  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  secretary  no  later  than  May  1. 

Let  every  man  make  it  his  business  to  do  something  toward 
making  the  coming  meeting  a  success.  We  need  every  individual 
and  the  individual  physician  needs  the  organization. 

We  should  not  fail  to  do  our  part  to  make  the  attendance  and 
the  enthusiasm  the  best  ever,  especially  when  we  consider  how 
much  the  good  Eclectics  of  Kansas  City  are  doing  to  assure  us  a 
delightful  time  while  their  guests. 

Very  fraternally, 

WILLIAM  P.  BEST. 
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Itinerary  of  a  Trip  to  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association 
Meeting,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  June,  1908. 

Saturday,  June  13. — Leave  Boston,  Mass.,  10  A.  M.;  Worcester, 
Mass.,  1 1.1 1  A.  M.;  Springfield,  Mass.,  12.39  p-  M-5  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
2.25  P.  M.;  New  York,  1.10  P.  M. ;  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  3  P.  M. ; 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  4.35  P.  M.;  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  4.59  P.  M.;  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  6.35  P.  M.;  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  7.50  P.  M. ;  Rochester,' N.  Y., 
9.33  P.  M.;  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  11. 15  P.  M. 

In  Pullman  cars  of  the  highest  grade  equipment  One  double 
berth  (half  section)  provided  each  member.  Luncheon  and  dinner 
served  in  the  dining  car. 

Sunday,  June  14. — Breakfast  served  in  the  dining  car.  Arrive 
Cincinnati,  O.,  10.45  A.  M.  This  day  will  be  spent  in  Cincinnati  as 
guests  of  our  Cincinnati  brothers.  Leave  Cincinnati,  O.,  6.30  P.  M. 
Dinner  served  in  the  dining  car. 

Monday,  June  15. — Arrive  St.  Louis  Mo.,  8  A.  M. ;  Leave  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  8.30  A.  M.  Breakfast  and  luncheon  served  in  the  din- 
ing car.  Arrive  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  5  P.  M.  Passengers  and  baggage 
transferred  to  the  hotel. 

At  Kansts  City,  Mo.,  attending  the  convention.  Tuesday,  June 
16;  Wednesday,  June  17;  Thursday,  June  18;  Friday,  June  19; 
Saturday,  June  20. 

Saturday,  June  20. — During  the  day  baggage  will  be  transferred 
from  the  hotel  to  the  station  and  placed  in  a  special  baggage  car. 
Leave  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  6.30  P.  M.  Dinner  served  in  the  dining 
car. 

Sunday,  June  21. — Breakfast  served  in  the  dining  car.  Arrive 
Chicago,  111.,  9  A.  M.  Transfer  to  the  Lexington  Hotel,  where  all 
meals  and  lodging  will  be  provided.  After  luncheon  carriages  will 
take  the  party  for  a  drive  through  the  city,  visiting  all  points  of 
interest. 

Monday,  June  22. — Breakfast  provided  at  the  hotel.  During 
the  morning  passengers  and  baggage  will  be  transferred  from  the 
hotel  to  the  Manitou  steamship  wharf.  Leave  Chicago,  111.,  11.30 
A.  M.  All  meals  a  la  carte  at  individual's  own  expense.  "Pay 
only  for  what  you  order."     Berths  in  stateroom,  $1,  $1.50  and  $2  extra. 

Tuesday,  June  23. — Arrive  Mackinac  Island  11.30  A.  M.  Trans- 
fer to  the  hotel,  where  all  meals  and  lodging  will  be  provided. 
Twenty-nine  and  one-half  hours  will  be  spent  at  this  celebrated 
summer  resort. 

Wednesday,  June  24.  —  Leave  Mackinac  Island,  via  steamer 
Tionesta,  5  P.  M.  All  meals  and  stateroom  berth  on  this  palatial 
steamer  included. 

Thursday,  June  25. — Arrive  Detroit,  2  P.  M.;  leave  Detroit,  3 
P.  M:,;;  arrive  Cleveland,  O.,  10.30  P.  M. ;  leave  Cleveland,  11.59  P.M. 

Friday,  June  26. — Arrive  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  1  P.  M.  On  arrival  at 
Buffalo  special  trolley  car  will  take  the  party  to  Niagara  Falls, 
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where  the  afternoon  will  be  spent  in  sightseeing.  Dinner  will  be 
served  at  the  International  Hotel.  Leave  Niagara  Falls,  9  P.  M. ; 
arrive  Buffalo  10  P.  M. ;  arrive  Rochester  11.35  P-  M. 

Saturday,  June  27. — Arrive  Syracuse,  1.15  A.  M. ;  Utica,  2.31 
A.  M. ;  Albany,  4.30  A.  M. ;  Poughkeepsie,  6.30  A.  M. ;  New  York, 
8.17  A.  M.;  Pittsfield,  6.10  A.  M. ;  Springfield,  7.55  A.  M. ;  Wor- 
cester, 9.41  A.  M.;  Boston,  10.50  A.  M.  Breakfast  served  in  the 
dining  car. 

Whoever  reads  the  above  itinerary  will  agree  that  it  outlines  a 
most  delightful  outing  and  comprises  both  recreation  and  restful- 
ness  to  a  large  extent. 

If  there  are  any  in  the  party  who  do  not  care  to  make  the  boat 
trip  from  Chicago  to  Buffalo  they  will  be  provided  with  tickets  and 
Pullman  berths  from  Chicago  to  their  destination. 

As  the  party  will  doubtless  be  composed  of  persons  from  a 
great  many  different  points  it  has  been  deemed  best  not  to  quote  the 
item  of  expense,  as  it  must  necessarily  vary  according  to  the  start- 
ing and  returning  point. 

Each  one  should,  therefore,  write  direct  to  the  McCann  Tours, 
Inc.,  1414  Broadway,  N.  Y.,  telling  them  exactly  what  part  of  the 
trip  they  wish  to  make.  These  gentlemen  will  be  only  too  glad 
to  give  any  desired  information  concerning  the  cost  of  the  trip  or 
any  other  particular  connected  with  its  arrangement. 

A  most  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  any  who  are  contem- 
plating a  visit'" to"  Kansas  City  at  this  time  to  join  bur  party  and  par- 
ticipate in  the  good  things  which  have  been  prepared  for  them  by 
this  manager— McCann- — who  has  had  a  host  of  nice  things  said 
about  him  by  those  who  have  trusted  themselves  to  his  guidance. 

If  you  cannot  take  in  the  whole  trip  from  your  home,  write 
and  see  how  much  you  can  have  and  at  what  price.  Then  make 
your  plans  to  go  and  you  will  never  regret  the  outlay  in  time  and 
money,  as  it  will  be  a  pleasant  memory  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

 —  P.  E.  H. 

American  Medical  Editors'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  will  be  held  at  the  Audi- 
torium Hotel,  Chicago,  on  May  30  and  June  1.  An  extensive  and 
interesting  programme  has  been  prepared  and  every  member  of  the 
association  is  urged  to  be  present,  and  editors  of  medical  maga- 
zines, not  now  affiliated  with  this  society,  are  also  invited  to  meet 
with  them. 

Do  not  forget  the  date,  Saturday,  May  30,  and  Monday,  June  1. 
J.  MacDONALD,  JR.,  M.D.,  Secy,  and  Treas. 

Pennsylvania  State  Meeting. 

The  thirty-fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Eclectic 
Medical  Association  will  be  held  in  the  Senate  Caucus  Room,  Cap- 
itol Building,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Thursday  and  Friday,  May  21-22, 
1908.  Sessions :  Thursday,  10  a.  m.,  2  p.  m. ;  Friday,  8.30  a.m.,  1  p.m. 
Nannie  M.  Sloan-Glenn,  secretary. 
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Kentucky  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

The  twentieth  annual  convention  of  the  Kentucky  Eclectic 
Medical  Association  was  held  at  the  Willard  Hotel,  Louisville,  Ky., 
May  6  and  7,  1908.  The  officers  of  the  Kentucky  Eclectic  Medical 
Association  and  auxiliary  associations  are  as  follows :  President, 
Jas.  J.  Morrill,  M.D.,  Otterpond ;  vice-president,  M.  W.  Meadows, 
M.D.,  Fullerton ;  corresponding  secretary,  W.  Leming,  M.D.,  Lex- 
ington; recording  secretary,  Lee  Strouse,  M.D.,  Covington;  treas- 
urer, J.  C.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  Louisville.  Auxiliary  Associations,  East- 
ern— President,  G.  W.  McGinnis,  M.D.,  Hoods ;  vice-president,  W. 
E.  Nichols,  M.  D.,  Fullerton ;  secretary  and  treasurer,  M.  W. 
Meadows,  M.D.,  Fullerton.  Central — President,  L.  F.  Robbins, 
M.D.,  Salt  Lick;  vice-president,  'J.  H.  Shultz,  M.D.,  Jeffersonville; 
secretary,  T.  A.  E.  Evans,  M.D.,  Farmers;  treasurer,  H.  H.  Morgan, 
M.D.,  Sherburne.  Western— President,  G.  T.  Fuller,  M.D.,  May- 
field  ;  secretary  and  treasurer,  R.  T.  Rudd,  M.D.,  Fulton. 

The  Illinois  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

The  thirty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  Illinois  State  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  will  be. held  in  Chicago,  beginning  at  10  o'clock 
sharp,  Wednesday  morning,  May  20,  and  continue  in  session  three 
days.  A  good  program  is  in  preparation  which  will  make  the  work 
very  interesting,  and  as  beneficial  as  a  six-weeks'  post-graduate 
course.   C.  H.  Merritt,  M.D.,  president;  J.  B.  Standlee,  M.D.,  Secv. 


Items 

The  commencement  exercises  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College 
of  the  City  of  New  York  will  be  held  at  Carnegie  Lyceum,  Wednes- 
day evening,  May  20. 

The  degrees  will  be  conferred  by  G.  W.  Boskowitz,  M.D. 

The  address  to  the  graduates  will  be  delivered  by  the  Hon. 
Leon  Sanders,  and  Miss  Stella  Schaffer  will  deliver  the  valedictory. 

W.  R.  Spooner  has  resigned  as  president  and  trustee  of  the 
Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  commencement  exercises  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute 
were  held  on  the  evening  of  April  29.    There  were  twenty-four 

graduates.   

Medical  Emergencies. 

The  National  Volunteer  Emergency  Service,  instituted  in  1900, 
has  recently  been  re-organized  by  the  election  of  Dr.  James  Evelyn 
Pilcher,  the  distinguished  editor  of  The  Military  Surgeon,  as  its 
director-general,  and  Dr.  F.  Elbert  Davis,  of  New  York,  as  its 
adjutant-general.  Its  work  will  be  conducted  along  military  lines, 
the  details  being  worked  out  in  three  separate  corps,  a  first  aid 
corps,  a  public  health  corps,  and  a  medical  corps — the  latter  con- 
sisting of  physicians,  with  rank  from  lieutenant  to  colonel,  accord- 
ing to  length  of  service,  to  whom  are  afforded  special  opportunities 
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for  emergency  training.  It  includes  among  its  personnel  a  large 
number  of  notable  personages,  and  is  rapidly  extending  its  member- 
ship throughout  the  country.  Full  details  regarding  the  service 
and  its  great  work  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  Director-General 

Pilcher  at  Carlisle,  Pa.   

Dr.  Nannie  M.  Glenn,  the  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  presents  a  very  neat 
volume  of  Transactions,  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  thirty- 
fourth  annual  meeting,  together  with  addresses,  essays,  etc.  Blessed 
is  the  society  that  has  a  live  secretary. 

Our  Old  School  friends  are  keeping  the  same  kind  of  faith  with 
the  osteopaths  that  they  usually  do  on  questions  of  medical  legis- 
lation.   

Dr.  Jennie  V.  S.  Wilcox,  for  many  years,  active  in  the  New 
York  society,  died  at  her  home  in  Saratoga  in  the  early  part  of  April. 

The  Manhattan  Visiting  and  Instructive  Nurses'  Association 
had  a  very  successful  "whist  and  euchre"  on  April  30,  at  Duryea's. 

Watch  the  bill  to  regulate  medical  experts. 

That  snake  poison  (lachesis)  advertisement  seemed  to  annoy 
some  of  the  members  of  the  dominant  school.  They  want  all  the 
free  advertisements  themselves. 

Mr.  Charles  R.  Bard  (Gomenol)   has  removed  to  No.  6  Cliff 

Street.   

Be  prepared  for  surprises  at  the  Alumni  meeting,  May  20. 

Nervous  exhaustion  and  melancholic  mania  are  relieved  by 
Celerina  in  teaspoonful  doses  three  times  a  day. 

The  Eclectics  of  California  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
fine  appearance  of  their  official  organ,  "The  California  Eclectic 
Medical  Journal,"  which  is  the  outcome  of  MacLean's  San  Francisco 
Journal  and  Welbourn's  Los  Angeles  Journal. 

A  fine  opening  for  an  Eclectic  physician  in  Union  City,  Ind. 
Population  5,000.  For  particulars  address  Joseph  M.  Shank,  Union 
City,  Ind.   

The  Charlotte  Medical  Journal  and  the  Carolina  Medical  Jour- 
nal have  been  consolidated.  A  stock  company  has  been  created 
which  will  conduct  one  journal  in  the  future.  The  journal  of  the 
new  corporation  will  be  known  as  the  Charlotte  Medical  Journal, 
and  will  retain  the  same  architectural  features,  business  and  editorial 
management  as  the  present  Charlotte  Medical  Journal. 

The  journal,  with  its  new  influences,  will  be  enlarged  and,  in 
many  respects,  greatly  improved.  It  will  remain  a  typical  Southern 
journal,  and  will  be  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  each  member 
of  the  medical  profession  of  the  South.  Edwd.  C.  Register,  M.D., 
Editor. 


vii. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Normal  Tinctures 

w  # 

Their  Evolution 
and  Manufacture 

In  1870  the  late  William  S.  Merrell,  A.M.,  M.D., 
gave  to  Professor  John  M.  Scudder  the  pharma- 
ceutical data  contained  in  his  book  called  Specific 
Medication.  At  that  time  the  fluid  medicines  of  the 
Eclectic  school  were  known  as  Essential  Tinctures 
— preparations  which  were  certainly  in  advance  of 
the  times.  Gradually,  from  this  beginning,  the 
ethical  and  scientifically  correct  Normal  Tinctures 
were  developed. 

Upon  the  label  is  expressed  the  relation  which 
the  finished  Normal  Tincture  bears  to  the  crude 
drug  from  which  it  is  obtained.  PURITY,  CLEAN- 
LINESS and  EFFICIENCY  are  their  leading  char- 
acteristics. A  trial  in  practice  will  convince  any 
observant  medical  man  that  they  stand  pre-eminent 
in  all  those  qualities  so  essential  to  the  success  of 
the  physician.  The  labels  are  especially  designed 
to  aid  physicians  in  prescribing  according  to  specific 
indications.  The  dose,  frequency  of  administration 
and  direct  indications  are  upon  each  bottle.  How- 
ever, the  dose  of  a  remedy,  within  certain  limits, 
and  the  frequency  of  its  administration,  are  often 
questions  which  the  physician  must  decide,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment  and  experience. 


The  Wrru  S*  Merrell  Chemical  Co* 

Home  Offices  and  Laboratories : 
CINCINNATI 

Branches:   New  York  and  San  Francisco. 
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College  Changesi 

Alumni  and  college  friends  are  requested  to  carefully  read 
the  report  of  the  alumni  meeting,  printed  in  this  number  of  the 
Review.  It  was  a  soul-stirring  meeting  and  will  be  long  remem- 
bered by  those  in  attendance. 


Report  of  Commencement. 

Annual  commencement  exercises  of  the  graduating  class  of  the 
Eclectic  Medical  College  of  this  city  were  held  Wednesday  evening, 
May  20,  in  Carnegie  Lyceum.  The  program  was  interspersed  with 
musical  numbers  by  the  Squadron  A  band.  After  the  invocation  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  Rushton,  the  report  of  the  faculty  was  read  by 
Professor  Josephus  H.  Gunning.  He  spoke  of  the  gratifying  prog- 
ress made  in  the  year  by  the  college  and  told  of  many  valuable 
gifts  received,  among  them  an  entire  new  laboratory,  fully  equipped, 
from  Mrs.  Nellie  Krausi.  An  address  was  then  made  by  Prof.  J.  T. 
Sibley.  Dr.  George  W.  Boskowitz  conferred  the  degrees.  The  vale- 
dictory was  by  Stella  ScharTer.  The  graduates  were  Joseph  Francis 
Alphonsus  Arnold,  Herman  Fried,  Albert  Stephen  Gombar,  Sarah 
Koslow-Greenberg,  Joseph  Aiken  Reid,  Jr.,  Oscar  John  Ruzicka  and 
Stella  Schaffer. 

Among  those  present  on  the  platform  were  Judge  Norman  S. 
Dike,  Judge  Charles  Guy,  Marion  De  Vries,  John  B.  Couch,  Drs. 
H.  S.  Blackfan.  Albany;  A.  R.  Tiel,  Matawan,  N.  J.;  Earl  H.  King, 
Saratoga;  P.  E.  Howes,  John  Perrins,  A.  W.  Forbush  and  F.  W. 
Abbott  of  Boston;  D.  P.  Borden,  Paterson,  member  of  the  New 
Jersey  State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners,  and  James  Rascovar. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  held  in  the  college 
building  yesterday  afternoon  Professor  George  W.  Boskowitz  was 
elected  president  and  H.  L.  Cowles  secretary. — New  York  Press. 

Then  and  Now. 

On  looking  over  the  announcements  of  meetings  of  Eclectic 
societies  which  have  recently  reached  my  desk  I  find  that  several 
of  these  associations  have  had  a  continuous  and  apparently  pros- 
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perous  existence  for  more  than  half  a  century,  a  period  of  time 
during  which  many  wonderful  changes  have  been  made  in  all 
walks  of  life.  Even  the  map  of  the  world  has  been  materially 
changed,  and  nations  are  to-day  prominent  in  its  affairs  which 
were  hardly  known  outside  of  their  own  borders  when  these  asso- 
ciations were  chartered.  The  intellectual  growth  of  the  world 
during  the  fifty  or  more  years  of  the  existence  of  these  societies 
has  been  rapid  and  well  nigh  inconceivable,  and  the  material  com- 
forts of  life  have  been  vastly  augmented,  but  important  as  are  all 
of  these,  they  are  of  less  value  to  mankind  than  are  the  radical 
changes  which  have  been  wrought  in  the  principles  and  methods 
of  the  Eclectic  school  of  medicine  since  the  time  when  small 
bodies  of  progressive  men  secured  charters  for  these  associations 
as  a  means  of  aiding  them  in  carrying  forward  their  protest 
against  the  harsh — not  to  say  brutal — methods  of  practice  in  vogue 
with  the  dominant  school  previous  to  and  during  a  large  part  of 
the  nineteenth  century. 

The  Eclectic  school,  as  conducted  along  the  lines  established 
by  Beach  and  his  followers,  was  an  organization  seeking  substitutes 
for  remedies  and  methods  which  its  members  believed  to  be  detri- 
mental to  the  physical  well-being  of  mankind.  These  earnest  men 
did  not  attempt  to  change  the  false  basis  upon  which  all  medical 
practice  of  their  day  was  founded,  for  they  believed  in  the  antiphlo- 
gistic principle,  of  the  old  school.  They  were  firmly  convinced, 
however,  that  all  of  the  desired  antiphlogistic  results  could  be 
obtained  by  milder  means  than  those  then  in  general  use. 

Although  these  old  Eclectics  had  no  well  defined  system  of 
therapeutics,  their  superior  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease 
clearly  demonstrated  the  fact  that  their  substitutes — largely  taken 
from  the  vegetable  kingdom — were  a  vast  improvement  on  the 
large  doses  of  poisonous  drugs  which  had  previously  been  em- 
ployed. 

As  before  remarked,  at  the  time  when  these  associations  were 
organized  the  Eclectic  school  of  medicine  was  mainly  a  school  of 
substitution,  and  this  doctrine  of  substitution  was  the  bane  of  the 
new  school,  and  greatly  impeded  its  growth,  but  in  time  the  leaders 
began  to  reject  the  antiphlogistic  plan  and  recognize  the  influence 
of  nature  in  the  cure  of  disease.  The  effect  of  this  change  in 
doctrine  was  soon  seen  in  a  more  rapid  growth  of  the  Eclectic  move- 
ment. But  it  was  not  until  a  little  more  than  a  third  of  a  century 
ago,  when  the  doctrine  of  Specific  Diagnosis  and  Specific  Medication 
was  adopted  as  its  leading  feature,  that  it  became  a  well  defined 
school  of  medicine,  with  independent  and  fixed  principles  of  its  own. 

Ever  since  that  time  the  Eclectic  school  has  denied  that  an 
antiphlogistic  or  depressant  treatment  is  needed  in  any  pathological 
condition,  and  it  has  been  governed  by  principles  which  favor  the 
conservation  of  vital  power  in  all  cases.    Its  members  recognize 
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specific  medication  as  the  most  rational  method  of  prescribing,  and 
it  is  now  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of  our  school.  In  other 
words,  Specific  Medication  is  modern  Eclecticism. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  principles  upon  which  Specific  Medi- 
cation is  founded,  the  Eclectic  school  has  been  a  progressive 
school  of  medicine,  with  well  defined  principles,  vigorously  labor- 
ing for  the  advancement  of  a  system  which  seeks  to  place  thera- 
peutics upon  a  rational,  positive  and  scientific  basis. 

So  fully  and  thoroughly  have  these  principles  already  been 
presented  to  the  medical  profession,  and  so  firmly  have  they  ap- 
pealed to  the  modern  medical  mind,  that  they  can  be  readily  recog- 
nized as  the  guiding  principles  of  many  progressive  physicians  of 
the  dominant  school. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  the  Eclectic  school  should  not  be  accused 
of  lack  of  modesty  if  it  congratulates  itself  upon  having  thus  been 
able  to  make  such  a  profound  impression  upon  the  entire  medical 
profession.  J.  W.  F. 


A   Valuable   French  Discovery. 

Study  and  investigation  are  constantly  opening  new  fields  in 
which  the  X-rays  are  found  to  be  of  inestimable  usefulness.  Among 
the  more  recent  discoveries  of  this  character  perhaps  none  are  more 
valuable  to  the  medical  and  legal  professions  than  that  of  Dr. 
Villant,  of  Paris,  France.  The  doctor  is  chief  of  the  X-ray  depart- 
ment of  the  St.  Louis  Hospital  of  that  city,  and  his  discovery  is  that 
the  X-rays  determine  absolutely  whether  a  new-born  infant  has 
breathed.  Important  as  this  knowledge  must  be  in  many  cases,  the 
value  of  the  discovery  is  even  greater,  for  if  the  infant  has  filled 
its  lungs  the  searching  X-rays  disclose  how  long  it  has  lived ;  that 
is,  the  X-rays  tell  this  up  to  a  certain  limit  of  time. 

The .  extent  of  this  valuable  discovery  is  concisely  explained 
in  the  following  extract  from  a  Paris  letter : 

"In  his  communication  to  the  Academy  of  Science,  M.  Vaillant 
states  that  if  the  infant  has  not  lived  the  radiograph  shows  only 
the  image  of  the  skeleton.  If  it  has  breathed,  the  contour  of  the 
stomach  becomes  perceptible.  If  it  has  breathed  more  than  four- 
teen hours  the  lungs  become  visible ;  the  liver  is  shown  and  the 
heart  is  feebly  indicated.  If  the  babe  has  lived  several  days  the 
radiograph  shows  all  the  organs  clearly." 

The  doctor's  discovery  is  one  of  the  results  of  his  researches 
on  the  value  of  X-rays  in  determining  whether  death  has  really  oc- 
curred in  certain  cases  where  ordinary  tests  are  not  conclusive. 

J.  YY.  F. 


Eruptions  on  the  face  from  whatever  cause  are  relieved  and  often 
cured  by  berberis  aquifolium. — Medical  Summary. 
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Original  Articles  \ 

Rheumatism  a  Disease  of  the  Nervous  System. 

BY  J.  THORNTON  SIBLEY,  M.D. 

Read  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York. 

About  three-quarters  of  a  century  ago  John  Bovee  Dodds,  an 
eccentric  philosopher,  advanced  the  theory  that  all  diseases  are 
of  nervous  origin,  and  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  blood  disease. 
According  to  his  theory  the  lungs  are  thoroughly  charged  with 
positive  electricity,  and  that  the  blood  is  here  changed  from  a 
negative  to  a  positive  character.  The  arterial  blood  gives  up  its 
positive  electricity  in  the  capillaries  to  the  nerves,  which  carry  it 
to  the  brain,  whose  chief  function  is  that  of  storehouse  for  positive 
electricity.  The  blood  returning  through  the  veins  is  always  nega- 
tive, but  upon  reaching  the  lungs  again  becomes  positively  elec- 
trified. Any  disturbance  of  the  electrical  equilibrium  of  the  nervous 
system  causes  disease.  This  theory  is,  of  course,  unscientific,  and 
has  no  adherents  among  scientific  people ;  but  that  many  diseases 
have  their  origin  in  the  nervous  system  cannot  be  denied,  and 
among  such  I  think  rheumatism  should  be  placed. 

There  has  probably  been  more  written  upon  the  subject  of 
rheumatism  than  upon  any  other  disease,  and  a  careful  study  of  the 
various  theories  that  have  been  advanced  to  explain  its  etiology 
is  not  only  bewildering  but  misleading.  Some  writers  maintain 
that  it  affects  only  certain  tissues,  others  that  it  afreets  all.  At  one 
time  it  was  generally  conceded  that  rheumatism  is  due  to  some 
offending  matter  pervading  the  system.  Some  pathologists  held 
to  the  theory  that  this  offending  matter  is  lactic  acid,  and  this 
theory  has  had  many  adherents.  Others  with  equal  positiveness 
assert  that  this  offending  matter  is  uric  acid.  These  opinions  are 
wholly  speculative,  there  being  absolutely  no  proof  of  the  uniform 
'existence  of  any  such  offending  cause  for  rheumatism.  Some  have 
maintained  with  much  positiveness  that  rheumatism  is  nothing 
more  than  ordinary  inflammation;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  rheu- 
matism is  not  necessarily  inflammatory,  but  oftentimes  purely 
nervous,  and  no  explanation  of  its  nature  is  admissible  that  does 
not  take  this  fact  into  consideration.  The  latest  theory,  and  one 
that  is  generally  accepted,  is  that  rheumatism  is  a  germ  disease. 
Like  the  other  theories  already  noticed,  the  germ  theory  is  purely 
speculative  and  not  susceptible  of  demonstration ;  bacteria  as  an 
etiological  factor  in  rheumatism  is  very  pretty  in  theory,  but  the 
actual  facts  to  sustain  it  are  wanting.  Another  theory  advanced 
by  some  German  scientists  is  that  rheumatism  is  due  to  malaria, 
and  some  have  taken  great  pains  to  demonstrate  that  there  is  a 
clear  relation  between  the  prevalence  of  rheumatism  and  intermit- 
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tent  fever.  The  weakness  of  these  arguments  becomes  apparent 
when  we  consider  the  fact  that  rheumatism  prevails  in  seasons  of 
the  year  when  malaria  is  least  active,  and  in  districts  where  ague 
is  not  known  to  originate.  There  are  many  good  reasons  for  be- 
lieving that  rheumatism  is  a  disease  of  the  nervous  system.  Cases 
of  rheumatism  of  years'  standing  that  had  resisted  the  effect  of  the 
most  improved  system  of  drug  treatment  have  been  cured  with 
a  single  treatment  of  hypnotic  suggestion.  I  have  had  such  cases 
in  my  own  practice.  Such  effects  could  have  been  produced  only 
in  cases  where  the  nervous  system  was  at  fault. 

Cases  of  rheumatism  have  been  cured  by  sudden  application  of 
the  actual  cautery.  Could  lactic  or  uric  acid  be  driven  from  the 
system  so  quickly,  or  could  germs  or  malarial  conditions  be  routed 
in  an  instant?  Rheumatism  is  sometimes  cured  by  a  sudden  and 
severe  shock  to  the  nervous  system.  I  knowr  of  the  case  of  a  man 
who  had  suffered  from  rheumatism  for  many  years  and  who  was 
shocked  by  falling  from  the  roof  of  his  barn  on  to  a  pile  of  hay, 
and  while  he  suffered  no  physical  injury  whatever,  the  fright  or 
shock  to  the  nervous  system  cured  his  rheumatism  completely  and 
permanently.  A  few  years  ago  it  was  a  common  practice  of  some 
European  physicians  to  treat  rheumatism  with  antipyrin  or  salol. 
Reports  from  such  treatment  indicate  that  a  large  majority  of  cases 
were  cured  or  greatly  benefited.  These  remedies  are  not  germi- 
cides, but  have  a  direct  effect  on  the  nervous  system. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Some  Notes  on  Haematology  from  the  Clinic  and  Laboratory. 

BY  L.  H.  WARNER,  A.M.,  PH.G.,  M.D. 

Synopsis  of  lecture  delivered  before  the  New  York  State  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Society,  illustrated  by  stereopticon  views  and  magnified  micro  repro- 
ductions. 

Air.  President  and  Members  of  the  New  York  State  Eclectic  Medical 
Society : 

But  a  few  wreeks  ago  it  was  my  privilege  to  address  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society  on  the  subject 
selected  for  the  present  occasion.  At  that  time  I  could  but  give  a 
very  limited  plea  to  the  profession  to  look  deeply  and  studiously 
into  the  subject  of  blood  examinations  and  allied  investigations 
through  laboratory  help. .  The  subject  of  haematology  covers  such 
an  enormous  field  in  all  branches  of  medicine  that  I  will  endeavor 
to  bring  forth  only  such  factors  which  are  almost  entirely  new  to 
you,  or  which  through  lack  of  time  during  your  college  days,  were 
only  theoretically  taught  and  applied.  I  like  to  stand  before  you 
on  this  occasion  as  the  defendant  in  a  court  of  justice  pleading  to  a 
jury  for  a  fair  and  unbiased  verdict.  Should  I  fail  in  my  attempt  to 
so  clearly  outline  to  you"what  experimentation  in  the  leading  labora- 
tories of  two  continents  has  taught  me  to  be  of  practical  value  to 
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physician  and  client  alike,  then  I  ask  you  to  be  considerate  in  your 
judgment  and  allow  that  on  my  part  sincerity  and  accuracy  in  all 
my  work  coupled  with  enthusiasm  aroused  by  seeing  the  theoretical 
and  laboratory  deductions  being  put  to  practical  good  results  at  the 
bedside  of  the  patient,  be  it  private,  clinic  or  hospital  case,  have 
aroused  me  to  take  the  stand  I  have  unreservedly  chosen  upon  this 
occasion.  For  argument's  sake,  let  me  admit  at  the  outset  that  someone 
of  you,  maybe  all  of  you,  at  some  time  or  another,  or  even  upon  each 
occasion,  have  been  disappointed  by  receiving  but  meagre  informa- 
tion when  you  looked  for  better  aid  by  laboratory  examinations. 
Right  here  may  I  ask  you  were  the  laboratory  workers,  whether 
chemists,  pathologists  or  bacteriologists,  eminently  trained,  fitted 
and  qualified  to  undertake  to  represent  themselves  as  specialists  in 
certain  fields  of  the  department  of  medicine.  One  glance  with  me 
into  the  laboratories  of  the  greater  city  will  convince  you  that  the 
workers  therein  are  recent  graduates,  and,  in  a  few  instances,  med- 
ical men  who  have  devoted  but  a  few  years  to  the  department  of 
scientific  medicine.  How,  then,  can  you  expect  expert  evidence 
from  a  comparatively  young  aspirant  to  the  deservedly  achieved 
fame  held  by  men  of  history,  such  as  Jenner,  Pasteur,  Koch,  Wright, 
Neisser  and  the  greatest  of  all  living  savants,  Metchnikoff  ?  Would 
it  not  appear  equally  as  nonsensical  to  you  were  I  to  trust  a  recent 
graduate  to  assume  the  role  of  expert  diagnostician  or  require  of 
him  to  exhibit  the  most  brilliant  skill  of  the  expert  consulting  surgeon. 
Oh,  how  unspeakably  great  are  the  works  of  these  masters,  yet  by 
frivolity's  hands  they  downward  are  pulled.  No.  doctors,  the  argu- 
ment is  no  longer  one-sided,  but  both  sides  must  be  heard  before  a 
hasty  or  unwarranted  opinion  is  rendered.  I  only  point  out  to  you 
certain  paths  of  thought  which,  I  trust,  you  will  have  time  to  con- 
sider when  you  have  returned  to  your  offices,  studies  and  homes. 
The  weighing  of  evidence  in  the  seclusion  of  your  office  with 
literary  referenda  at  hand  is  the  work  and  duty  of  the  true  and 
honest  physician;  it  is  only  after  careful,  unbiased  and  fully  com- 
prehended figuring,  pro  and  con,  that  you  will  be  able  to  discern 
between  the  abyss  of  darkness  and  the  pinnacle  of  light,  thus  only 
can  you  the  nucleoli's  mystic  dance  decipher  aright.  As  you  owe 
a  duty  to. yourself  so  you  owe  it  to  your  patients  and  all  mankind. 
The  noble  profession  we  have  chosen  for  our  calling  eminently 
demands  that  each  of  its  members  should  represent  in  common 
with  its  learning  the  two  great  virtues,  goodness  and  greatness. 
Only  two  virtues  exist.  Oh  !  would  they  were  ever  united.  Ever 
the  good  with  the  great,  and  the  great  with  the  good.  Good  from  the 
good — to  the  reason  this  is  not  hard  of  conception. 

But  the  genius  has  power  good  from  the  bad  to  evoke.  To 
give  a  complete  history  of  haematology  would  require  volumes  rf 
works,  for  it  would  require  a  discussion  of  the  origin  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  liquor  sanguinis  or  plasma,  a  description  of  the  forma- 
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tion,  growth  and  life  history  of  the  different  corpuscular  elements, 
etc.  Information  and  demonstration  of  the  latter  can  only  be  ob- 
tained by  years  of  labor  in  laboratory  and  clinics,  for  the  teaching 
of  haematology  as  practiced  in  the  different  medical  schools  only 
embraces  a  partial  knowledge  of  the  estimation  of  haemoglobin, 
red  and  white  cells,  recognition  of  the  histological  structure  of  the 
latter,  recognition  of  malarial  parasites  and  bacteria.  The  school 
space  of  time  allowed  to  even  obtain  this  meagre  information  is  in- 
sufficient to  permit  of  accurate  work,  and  the  slightest  inaccuracy 
in  differential  staining  and  counting  results  in  grave  errors  and  does 
in  part  explain  why  the  subject  of  scientific  blood  work  is  not 
adopted  by  the  profession  on  a  larger  scale.  It  is  of  importance 
that  I  should  at  this  time  recapitulate  a  few  facts  regarding  the 
formation  of  blood  corpuscles,  and  begin  with  the  intra-uterine 
formation  of  blood  corpuscles. 

Life  is  created  by  the  combining  of  two  or  more  nuclei  to 
form  a  nucleolus,  and  physiology  has  taught  and  demonstrated  that 
the  combining  of  the  nucleus  of  the  spermatozoa  and  ovum  creates 
new  life,  a  new  organism  and  cell  (proliferation.  The  fact  of  this 
is  clearly  shewn  to  you  when  you  observe  that  every  cell  of  the 
blood  of  a  four-week-old  embryo  is  nucleated.  The  earliest  red 
blood  corpuscles  arise  outside  the  growing  embryo  in  portions  of 
the  mesoblastic  tissue,  otherwise  known  as  the  area  vasculosa,  in 
which  certain  pigmented  patches  appear,  caused  by  the  develop- 
ment of  haemoglobin  within  the  cells.  The  latter  are  termed  "blood 
islands,"  and  In  these  the  first  blood  vessels  and  cells  originate. 
Later  in  the  cycle  of  development  outgrowths  from  the  latter  form 
and  continue  to  develop  the  blood  vessels  within  the  embryo.  As 
to  the  formation  of  the  initial  blood  vessels  and  cells  in  the  meso- 
blastic cells  it  is  accepted  that  they  originate  from  solid  cords  of 
cells  which  in  turn  later  develop  to  form  the  heart  and  vessels  with 
the  contained  plasma  and  cells.  These  cords  appear  in  the  vascular 
area  and  form  a  sort  of  network.  The  peripheral  cells  in  the  cords 
alter  later  to  form  the  walls  of  the  future  blood  vessels,  while  the 
central  cells  become  pigmented  with  the  haemoglobin,  acquire  a 
spheroidal  shape  and  remain  adherent  in  tufts.  Meanwhile  a  serous 
fluid  appears  between  the  masses  of  cells  within  a  developing  vessel 
which  forms  what  is  later  known  as  the  plasma.  This  latter  fluid 
is  now  set  in  motion  by  the  contractions  of  the  heart  which  has 
developed  in  connection  with  the  system.  It  detaches  by  degrees 
the  adherent  cells,  which  then  circulate  and  form  the  first  red  cor- 
puscles. The  latter  increase  by  indirect  division  of  both  the  circu- 
lating and  adherent  cells.  It  has  been  observed  that  the  circulating 
fluid  in  a  four-week-old  embryo  is  colorless  and  consists  entirely  of 
nucleated  red  cells.  At  three  months  the  nucleated  cells  represent 
about  25%  of  the  red  cells,  at  five  months  20%,  and  immediately 
after  birth  no  nucleated  red  cells  are  found,  but  in  their  stead  we 
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find  the  young  lymphocytes.  Reciting  the  foregoing,  I  had  in  view 
the  desire  to  attract  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  nuclei 
in  all  histological  structures,  and  those  desiring  further  information 
on  this  point  I  refer  to  the  many  works  of  histology.  Now  a  word 
as  to  the  manipulation  of  instruments  required  for  the  taking  of 
blood.  First  of  all,  a  careful  system  to  be  employed  is  the  greatest 
necessity  to  gain  accurate  results.  I  object  to  the  cleaning  of  the 
surface  from  which  the  blood  is  to  be  taken,  by  alcohol,  soap  or 
other  cleansing,  whereby  friction  becomes  a  factor,  for  two  reasons. 
Friction  produces  local  irritation  and  causes  local  centralization  of 
leucocytes,  thereby  leading  to  abnormal  leucocytic  counts.  Most 
soaps  contain  potash,  and  resorption  being  rapid,  part  of  the  chem- 
ical constituent  will  enter  the  blood  and  change  the  histological 
structure.  I  advocate  spraying  the  surface  to  be  punctured  with 
ethyl  chloride.  First  it  produces  local  anaesthesia,  and  anaesthetics 
do  not  alter  the  blood ;  second,  it  cleanses  away  all  foreign  particles 
of  fat,  dirt,  etc.,  and  leaves  a  sterile  surface.  I  object  to  the  use  of 
ordinary  or  surgical  needles,  bistoury  lancets,  etc.,  for  puncturing. 
The  sight  of  any  instrument  the  patient  recognizes  as  being  used  to 
inflict  a  wound  to  cause  a  flow  of  blood,  will  produce  a  leucocytosis, 
due  to  fright  or  shock.  A  blood  needle  made  on  the  line  of  a  minia- 
ture scarificator  can  easily  be  hidden  in  the  operator's  hand,  and  the 
blood  can  be  obtained  without  the  patient  anticipating  the  intent. 
The  manipulation  and  treatment  of  smear  slides,  counting  of  cells 
and  reading  of  haemoglobin  are  too  well  known  to  require  capitu- 
lation. Correctness  of  staining  method  depends  upon  the  efficiency 
of  operator  and  the  solutions  used.  All  staining  solutions  should 
be  frequently  renewed  and  I  find  a  great  convenience  and  help 
besides  an  accurate  standard  of  quality  in  the  use  of  soloids  (Bor- 
oughs and  Welcome).  One  soloid  dissolved  in  the  menstruum  of 
water  or  water  and  alcohol  or  alcohol  renders  15  c.c.  standard 
staining  solution.  Now,  as  to  diseases  of  the  blood,  the  study  of  the 
blood  of  same  and  my  method  of  preparing  and  feeding  the  patient 
in  cases  where  continuous  blood  examinations  are  necessary. 
Whether  you  have  an  anaemia,  chlorosis,  syphilis,  malaria  or  other 
disease  so  easily  recognized  in  the  blood  you  deal  with  a  toxic  sub- 
stance and  a  solvent  eliminant  is  called  for.  Therefore  after  the 
first  initial  blood  examination  I  insist  upon  giving  the  patient  20 
grains  saliodin  every  four  hours  for  24  hours.  This  is  continued  or 
discontinued  as  the  case  and  observations  warrant.  For  purposes 
of  illustration  I  cite  you  two  similar  cases,  illustrations  of  which  I 
submit  for  your  critical  examination.  Case  21 15.  Mrs.  B.,  house- 
wife, complains  of  severe  rheumatic  pains,  flatulency,  nervousness, 
lack  of  sleep ;  some  years  ago  underwent  operation  for  currettage 
uteri.  Blood  examination  reveals  an  anemia  with  amoeboid  crenated 
red  cells  in  each  field.  Diagnosis:  Latent  syphilitic  injection.  Pa- 
tient is  ordered  20  grains  saliodin  every  4  hours,  taking  eight  doses 
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in  all,  after  which  a  blood  examination  reveals  less  irritated  leuco- 
cytes and  cessation  of  amoeboid  movement  of  crenated  cells. 

Case  2106,  Mrs.  F.,  housewife,  conditions  absolutely  identical 
with  those  of  case  21 15.  In  this  case  no  saliodin  is  given  and  the 
irritation  of  leucocytes  and  amoeboid  movement  of  crenated  cells 
remains  until  finally  saliodin  is  used;  I  cite  the  comparison  of  these 
cases  to  show  you  the  advantage  of  assisting  the  eliminating  chan- 
nels by  employing  a  therapeutic  agent  competent  and  physiologic- 
ally correct  in  dissolving  toxins  and  aiding  their  elimination.  Should 
observations  demonstrate  that  the  haematopoietic  organs  are  dor- 
mant I  then  take  to  iron  medication  and  substitute  the  use  of  tea 
and  coffee  by  1  to  2  teaspoonful  doses  of  iron  tropon  in  hot  milk 
and  if  the  patient  be  troubled  with  constipation  use  warm  water 
instead  of  milk.  To  those  amongst  the  members  who  do  some 
microscopic  work  or  who  have  access  to  laboratories  I  wish  to 
submit  the  following  method  to  test  the  resorption  of  iron  and 
prove  it  not  alone  by  the  increase  in  haemoglobin  and  black  discol- 
oration of  the  faeces,  but  by  its  appearance  within  the  plasma  and 
blood  cell.  Of  all  iron  preparations  commonly  used  not  one  gave 
indications  of  iron  in  the  blood  cell  by  the  picric  acid  test,  showing 
itself  in  the  cells  in  diminutive  black  and  dark  green  specks, 
except  when  and  where  iron  tropon  was  used.  This  history  of 
the  cases  2100  to  2172,  in  all  72  cases,  illustrations  of  which,  to- 
gether with  clinical  data  I  herewith  submit  for  your  examination, 
all  fed  on  iron  tropon,  shows  its  supremacy  as  a  blood-building 
tissue  builder.  The  numerical  and  classified  count  of  the  leucocytes 
is  very  important  and  of  great  aid  in  the  diagnosis  of  diseases. 
The  powerful  energy  and  degeneracy  of  the  leucocytes  in  health  and 
disease  is  just  being  understood  by  the  profession,  more  so  since 
the  advent  of  the  bacterial  vaccines  and  their  effect  to  increase  the 
opsonins.  This  latter  at  one  time  a  theory  only,  but  through  the 
combined  efforts  of  Metchnikoff  and  Sir  A.  E.  Wright  brought  to  an 
exact  science,  has  revolutionized  the  treatment  of  many  medical 
and  surgical  diseases. 

With  a  few  remarks  as  to  the  working  method  of  the  opsonic 
index,  the  preparation  of  and  different  action  of  autogenous  and 
stock  vaccines  I  submit  these  illustrations  for  your  inspection. 
You  will  again  observe  the  important  role  the  histological  structure 
of  the  nuclei  plays  in  this  the  latest  addition  to  medical  thera- 
peutics. A  few  words  as  to  the  blood  in  infectious  and  malignant 
diseases.  The  microscopic  study  of  the  structure  of  the  malarial 
Plasmodium,  the  parasite  and  spore  will  enable  you  to  definitely 
classify  the  parasite  and ,  determine  the  approach  of  a  paroxysm. 
The  appearance  in  the  blood  field  of  crenated  amoeboid  red  cor- 
puscles has  been  studied  by  me  in  hundreds  of  cases  of  syphilis, 
carcinoma  and  in  recent  cases  of  vaccination.  I  selected  these  cases 
some  years  ago  from  cases  in  the  New  York  Skin  and '  Cancer 
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Hospital,  Post-Graduate  Hospital  Clinic,  Bellevue  Outdoor  Clinic. 
St.  Catherine's  and  St.  Peter's  Hospital,  Memorial  Hospital  and 
Metropolitan  Hospital.  I  observed  that  though  crenated  red  cor- 
puscles are  found  in  many  other  diseases,  they  never  exhibited 
amoeboid  movements  excepting  in  cases  of  carcinoma,  syphilis  and 
immediately  after  vaccination,  which  at  that  time  led  me  to  believe 
that  in  these  conditions  we  have  to  do  with  a  virus  as  the  etiological 
factor.  Such  belief  I  still  hold  to,  nothing  to  the  contrary  having 
been  proven.  Post-mortem  upon  syphilitic  bodies  and  bodies  of 
persons  dead  from  carcinoma  showed  no  special  histological  lesions 
excepting  those  already  known,  but  examination  of  thousands  of 
carcinomatous  growth  has  proven  to  me  the  entire  absence  in  the 
tissues  so  involved  of  keratin.  Recent  investigations  in  the  labora- 
tories of  Europe  confirm  this  contention,  and  experimentation  on 
lines  of  treatment  were  resorted  to.  Although  nothing  definite 
can  be  said,  as  to  the  probability  of  finding  a  serum  or  antitoxin 
with  which  to  combat  this  disease,  thus  permitting  the  prevailing 
idea  to  gain  ground  that  surgical  interference  affords  the  only  relief, 
I  may  mention  that  of  many  cases  of  carcinoma  now  under  my  ob- 
servation, treatment  before  and  after  operation,  of  the  diseased 
locality  by  the  application  twice  daily  of  carcinomatol  has  given 
thus  far  most  surprising  and  satisfactory  results.  Carcinomatol  is  an 
organic  vegetable  powder  to  which  eucalyptol  has  been  added  for  its 
antiseptic  properties.  Its  value  as  a  dressing  in  indolent  ulcers, 
chancres  and  malignant  growth  has  been  demonstrated  to  me  in 
laboratory  work  and  clinics.  Those  of  our  profession  who  have 
visited  my  clinics  and  demonstrations,  and  who  may  read  this  essay, 
will  know  the  exact  nature  of  the  cases  treated  with  this  almost  new 
therapeutic  agent,  and  I  believe  its  efficacy  has  induced  them  to  use 
the  same.  Those  to  whom  this  remedy  is  a  stranger  I  invite  to 
personal  correspondence.  In  all  of  these  cases  I  also  advocate  the 
use  of  saliodin  in  15-grain  doses  to  aid  the  elimination  of  toxic 
material,  and  also  employ  iron  tropon  in  1  to  2  teaspoonful  doses  in 
hot  milk  or  water,  to  aid  in  rebuilding  the  blood. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  say  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to 
let  any  member  of  the  profession  witness  the  work  as  outlined  in 
this  paper,  either  in  my  clinics  or  laboratory. 

473  Franklin  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Scabions  Scabiosa. 

BY  CHARLES  LLOYD,  M.D. 
Read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

Scabiosa  (from  scaber,  rough;  so  called  from  its  being  rough 
and  hairy  on  its  surface) — is  the  name  of  a  genus  of  plants  in 
the  Linnean  system. 

Class. — Tetrandia. 
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Order. — Monagynia. 

Pharmaceutical  name  of  the  common  field  Scabions. 

Hooper's  medical  dictionary  describes  but  one  of  the  scabiosa, 
the  scabiosa  succisa,  the  systematic  name  of  the  devil's  bit.  The 
old  English  botanist  Culpeper,  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  gave  a  description  in  his  "Complete  Herbal"  of  three  01 
the  scabiosa:  the  scabiosa  (knautia  arvensis)  arvensis  or  field 
scabions;  the  scabiosa  columbaria  or  lesser  field  scabions,  and  the 
scabiosa  succisa  or  the  "blue  devil's  bit."  He  says  these  two  re- 
semble each  other  more  than  the  other.  Gray  in  his  "School  and 
Field  Botany"  describes  but  one  scabions,  the  scabions  atropurpurea, 
the  (Indian)  sweet  scabions,  which  some  of  the  older  writers  called 
the  "widow's  flower,"  mournful  bride,  or  mournful  widow. 

King's  Dispensatory  (1854),  United  States  Dispensatory,  How- 
ard's Botanic  Medicine,  Millspaugh's  American  Medical  Plants 
ascribe  the  scabions  to  the  erigeron  canadensis.  Holembaek's, 
Eclectic  Materia  Medica  (1865)  ascribe  the  scabions  to  the  erigeron 
philadelphicum.  Many  of  the  later  writers  on  medical  botany- 
classify  the  "devil's  bit"  in  the  description  of  aletris  formosa;  Mills- 
paugh  to  the  helonias  dioica,  and  the  author  of  "A  Manual  of 
Medical  Botany  of  North  America"  (1884)  has  assigned  the  devil's 
bit  to  liatris  spicata,  the  button  snake  root. 

The  Flora  Historica,  London  (1824),  says:  "The  plant  scabiosa 
derives  its  name  from  scabies,  because  the  common  sort  is  said  to 
cure  this  and  other  cutaneous  complaints;  and  on  this  account  it 
is  fabled  that  the  devil  having  found  the  plant  in  Paradise,  and 
envying  the  good  this  herb  might  do  to  the  human  race,  bit  away 
a  part  of  the  root  in  order  to  destroy  the  plant,  but  which  still 
continues  to  flourish  with  a  stumped  root,  and  hence  one  of  the 
species  (the  scabiosa  succisa)  is  called  "devil's  bit." 

Millspaugh  in  his  description  of  the  root  of  helonias  dioica. 
(devil's  bit)  says  there  is  an  aboriginal  legend  similar  to  this  one 
in  which  the  Indians  ascribe  this  spiteful  act  to  the  evil  or  bad 
spirit. 

The  scabiosa'  atropurpurea,  Indian  or  sweet  scabions,  is  a  bi- 
ennial plant,  which  grows  about  two  feet  in  height,  and  in  favorable 
seasons  it  continues  to  flower  from  June  to  October,  presenting  us 
with  corollas  so  dark  ta  purple  that  they  nearly  match  the  sable 
hue  of  the  widow's  weeds  formerly  so  much  worn,  and  these  being 
contrasted  with  the  anthers  of  the  pure  white,  gives  ,the  idea  of 
its  being  an  appropriate  bouquet  for  those  who  mourn  for  their 
deceased  husbands;  hence  the  Italian  and  French  called  it  the 
"widow's  flower."  But  this  plant  frequently  varies  in  the  color 
of  its  flowers,  sometimes  producing  a  pale  purple,  at  other  times 
red  or  pleasingly  variegated.  It  also  occasionally  becomes  a  pro- 
liferous flower  sending  out  small  flowers  from  the  calyx  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  "hen  and  chicken  daisy."    It  has  obovate  or 
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spatulate  and  toothed  root  leaves,  pinnately  parted  stem  leaves, 
the  cup  or  involucel  enclosing  the  ovary  eight-groved  calyx  proper 
with  5  long  bristles  surmounting  the  akene,  the  outer  corollas 
enlarged. 

The  scent  of  the  sweet  scabious  is  similar  to  the  musk.  These 
plants  love  a  light  fresh  earth  and  flourish  best  in  warm  situations. 
Learned  esculapian  writers  have  highly  extolled  the  virtues  of  this 
plant  in  diseases  of  the  lungs,  affecting  chiefly  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, and  in  catarrhal  fevers,  acting  also  as  a  soporific.  It  is 
highly  extolled  for  cutaneous  eruptions,  tinea  or  scalled  head,  etc. ; 
employed  externally  in  decoction.  It  has  a  quieting  effect  on  the 
nervous  system. 

The  plant  gives  its  ^properties  to  alcohol  and  water;  part 
used  is  the  whole  plant. 

Preparations. — Fluid  extract,  saturated  tincture,  decoction  and 
infusion. 

Dose  of  the  fluid  extract  is  from  oss.  to  oii.  The  smaller  doses 
in  acute  diseases  repeated  every  one  to  two  hours ;  the  larger 
close  in  chronic  diseases.  The  dose  of  the  decoction  is  from  three 
to  four  ounces  four  times  daily. 

The  scabiosa  succisa,  the  devil's  bit,  also  called  blue  devil's 
bit.  is  a  plant  that  grows  from  two  to  three  feet  high.  The  lower 
leaves  are  rough  and  hairy,  four  or  five  inches  long,  an  inch  or  more 
broad,  sometimes  deeply  cut  in  and  often  whole,  without  any 
incisions.  The  stalks  round  and  hairy,  having  two  smaller  and 
more  finely  cut  leaves  set  at  a  joint,  and  on  their  tops  are  placed 
the  flowers,  which  are  of  a  fine  cerulean  blue.  It  is  found  mostly 
in  dry  fields.  It  flowers  from  June  to  July  and  sometimes  to 
August. 

It  is  used  in  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  air  passages,  where 
there  is  short  and  difficult  breathing,  with  cough  and  difficult 
expectoration.  It  is  a  stimulant  expectorant,  and  is  indicated 
where  there  are  viscid  and  agglutinated  secretions  or  accumulations. 
It  increases  the  functional  tone  of  the  mucous  membranes.  It 
also  acts  as  a  stimulant  to  the  glandular  system'!  It  will  relieve 
pleuritic  pains  and  act  as  a  diaphoretic  when  kept  warmly  covered. 
It  is  reputed  to  be  effectual  in  cutaneous  ulcers,  tetters  and  scabies. 
A  decoction  of  the  herb  and  roots  applied  to  pustular  eruptions 
and  freckles  will  cleanse  the  face  ,a.nd  skin  effectually.  It  is  an 
excellent  application  for  dandruff,  used  warm  and  covered  up  for 
an  hour  at  a  time. 

Siffard  in  his  treatise  on  the  materia  medica  and  therapeutics 
of  the  skin :  "The  scabiosa  succisa  is  curative  by  internal  admin- 
istration in  eczema  capitis,  fissures  and  other  eruptions.  Externally, 
eczema,  itching,  vesicular  eruptions  and  fistulous  ulcers. 

Parts  used. — The  whole  plant  and  roots.  It  yields  its  proper- 
ties to  water  and  alcohol. 
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Preparation. — Infusion.  Decoction,  expressed  juice,  fluid  ex- 
tract and  wine,  also  a  distillate. 

Dose. — Expressed  juice  5SS.  to  5T  Fluid  extract,  5ss.  to  5ii. 
Decoction  from  §ii.  to  51V. 

A  further  study  of  these  plants  will  give  us  more  specific  indi- 
cations and  doses. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


The  Value  of  the  Bacillus  Acidi  Lactici  in  Intestinal  Disorders. 

BY  EDWARD  P.  ROBINSON,  M.D. 

Of  recent  years  the  uses  of  the  lactic  acid  bacillus  have  had  con- 
siderable prominence  and  have  been  very  thoroughly  discussed.  As 
I  was  rather  skeptical  regarding  its  clinical  worth,  and  as  I  con- 
sidered it  more  in  the  nature  of  a  fad,  I  ultimately  determined  to 
ascertain  its  exact  value  for  my  own  satisfaction.  The  results  of 
my  investigations  forced  me  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  our  best 
reagent  in  overcoming  the  ever-increasing  number  of  gastrointes- 
tinal disorders.  Though  the  benefits  derived  from  the  use  of  "sour 
milk"  have  been  acknowledged  for  some  years,  it  remained  for  such 
men  as  Metchnikoff  to  scientifically  study  and  specifically  deter- 
mine its  uses. 

There  is  a  slight  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  method  by  which 
this  germ  replaces  the  harmful  putrefactive  bacteria  of  the  intes- 
tinal tract,  but  it  is  scarcely  within  the  realm  of  this  limited  paper 
to  discuss  the  subject. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  experienced  in  obtaining  a  buttermilk 
that  was  free  from  putrefactive  or  other  bacteria,  a  tablet,  called 
lactone,  is  now  manufactured.  These  tablets  are  made  from  pure 
cultures  of  the  bacillus  acidi  lactici  in  a  milk-sugar  base,  and  will, 
under  certain  conditions,  produce  a  perfect  lactic  acid  fermentation 
of  fresh  milk  within  24  hours.  The  resulting  product,  known  as 
lactacid  milk,  is  free  from  other  bacterial  contamination  and  pos- 
sesses a  very  agreeable  taste. 

As  my  cases  have  been  limited  to  those  of  intestinal  disorders 
of  adults,  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  putting  this  product  to 
as  varied  uses  as  some  of  my  fellow  practitioners.  I  have  already 
used  it  in  several  cases  of  this  nature  and  I  herewith  present  one 
which  is  typical  of  many. 

Mrs.  W.,  aged  28,  weight  130,  married,  no  children.  This 
patient  is  a  high-liver  and  indulges  rather  frequently  in  midnight 
lunches  composed  of  club  sandwiches,  cheese,  crackers  and  beer; 
in  fact,  drinks  all  kinds  of  intoxicants  rather  too  freely.  She  has 
suffered  for  some  time  with  a  severe  form  of  chronic  indigestion. 
Her  tongue  was  dark  brown,  furred,  and  her  breath  was  decidedly 
disagreeable  in  odor.  She  was  habitually  constipated  and  her  feces 
had  an  intensely  putrid  odor.  She  complained  of  lack  of  sleep  at 
night,  of  continual  languor  and  worry  with  forebodings  of  dis- 
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aster.  To  overcome  this  feeling  she  attributes,  to  some  extent,  the 
frequent  use  of  cigarettes.  The  treatment  in  this  case  consisted  of 
absolutely  .nothing  but  the  administration  of  lactacid  milk  as  fre- 
quently as  the  patient  could  take  it.  At  no  time  was  a  smaller 
quantity  than  eight  ounces  three  times  a  day  taken.  My  method 
of  preparing  the  lactacid  milk  is  as  follows : 

To  one  quart  of  fresh  milk  of  undoubted  quality  I  add  a  pinch 
of  salt  and  twelve  ounces  of  water  previously  warmed  to  such  a 
temperature  that,  when  added  to  the  milk,  the  resultant  mixture 
will  be  about  body  temperature.  After  crushing  one  of  the  tablets 
containing  the  lactic  acid  germs  and  mixing  it  with  a  small  quan- 
tity of  water  I  add  it  to  the  diluted  milk.  I  always  take  the  precau- 
tion to  examine  each  utensil  used  in  this  operation  and  convince 
myself  that  it  is  perfectly  clean.  After  covering  the  vessel  con- 
taining the  prepared  milk  with  a  piece  of  clean  paper  or  cloth,  I 
place  it  in  a  warm,  dark  closet  and  allow  it  to  remain  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  If,  at  the  expiration  of  this  time,  the  fermentation  is 
found  to  be  sufficient  for  use  I  remove  the  resulting  lactacid  milk 
to  the  refrigerator.  • 

As  a  result  of  this  treatment  for  one  day  a  marked  improve- 
ment was  noted  and,  as  the  treatment  was  continued,  every  symp- 
tom disappeared ;  the  tongue  was  found  to  be  normal  and  there 
was  no  disagreeable  odor  to  the  breath ;  the  constipation  was  not 
present  and  the  patient  did  not  have  to  resort  to  laxatives ;  she 
sleeps  well  and  has  no  cause  to  worry.  Two  weeks  after  the  treat- 
ment began  I  met  her  husband  and  asked  him  how  the  patient  felt. 
His  reply  was  that  she  felt  as  fine  as  she  ever  felt  in  her  life. 

New  York  City. 


Something  About  Phytolacca. 

BY  ELI  G.  JONES,  M.D.,  BURLINGTON,  N.  J. 

Phytolacca  is  one  of  my  favorite  remedies,  and  one  I  have 
learned  to  depend  upon  in  certain  cases.  The  proving  of  this  remedy 
upon  a  healthy  subject  gives  a  pretty  good  picture  of  diphtheria. 
Therefore  it  has  always  been  the  first  remedy  I  think  of  in  that 
disease.  I  have  seen  the  worst  cases  of  that  malady  in  this  climate 
and  in  northern  New  England  yield  to  the  remedial  effects  of  Phy- 
tolacca. I  usually  give  it  combined  with  gelsemium  as  follows : 
5    Tr.  phytolacca, 

Tr.  gelsemium,  aa.  gtts.  xx, 
Aqua,  §vi. 
Mix.    Sig.  teaspoonful  once  an  hour. 
As  a  gargle  I  use : 

Powdered  chlorate  potash,  5i ; 
Sulph.  zinc,  grs.  x. 
Mix.  Divide  into  chart  No.  2.  Sig.  one  powder  in  a  goblet  of 
warm  water ;  gargle  the  throat  once  in  an  hour.  For  young  children 
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I  have  them  swab  the  throat  once  an  hour.  I  apply  a  slippery-elm 
poultice. round  the  throat;  change  it  once  in  tw©  hours.  When  the 
skin  gets  moist  and  fever  is  under  control  I  give  quinine  one  or  two 
grains  once  in  three  hours.  The  above  has  been  my  treatment  for 
many  years  and  has  not  failed  me  in  the  severe  cases.  Eclectics 
have  no  business  using  "horse  peruna"  to  treat  this  disease,  for  they 
have  a  remedy  in  phytolacca  that  can  be  depended  on.  By  a 
chemical  analysis  of  phytolacca  we  find  it  contains  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  twelve  tissue  salts,  ferri  phos.,  calc.  phos.,  kali  phos., 
kali  mur.,  calc.  fluor.,  kali  sulph.  The  proportion  of  calc.  fluoride 
and  kali  mur.  that  the  phytolacca  contains  is  the  secret  of  its  great 
value  as  an  absorbent,  as  such  it  has  no  equal  in  the  materia  medica. 
From  the  above  valuable  chemical  constituents  we  can  see  why  it 
should  be  of  such  great  service  in  the  treatment  of  swelling  of  the 
glands  in  any  part  of  the  body,  especially  of  the  mammary  gfands. 
It  seems  to  act  better  in  recent  cases  of  malignant  growths  of  the 
female  breast.  In  the  hard  cancerous  growths  that  appear  in  the 
rectum  it  acts  kindly  for  use  in  such  cases.  The  expressed  juice  of 
the  berries  cannot  be  excelled  as  an  "anti-fat."  Phytoline  is  the  juice 
of  the  berries  and  I  have  never  failed  to  remove  fat  from  my  patients 
with  that  remedy.  I  have  seen  patients  so  pressed  for  breath  that 
they  could  not  walk  across  the  room  without  extreme  shortness  of 
breath. 

For  fatty  tumors  I  like  a  tincture  of  phytolacca  berries  as 
follows : 

^  Tr.  phytolacca  berries  ; 
Glycerine,  aa.,  giv. 
Mix.  Sig.  Rub  well  into  the  tumor  night  and  morning.  It  is 
the  remedy  indicated  in  syphilis,  in  soreness  of  the  throat,  chancre, 
pain  in  the  bones.  It  works  best  in  rheumatism  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, and  when  the  pains  are  in  the  outer  portions  of  the  limbs. 
Sensation  of  a  lump  in  the  throat,  with  a  continual  desire  to  swallow 
is  always  an  indication  for  the  use  of  phytolacca  no  matter  what 
the  disease  may  be  called.  We  thing  of  this  remedy  with  tongue 
very  rid  at  the  tip,  the  tongue  is  thick  and  indurated  (cancerous). 
In  my  own  practice  I  have  used  this  remedy  more  frequently  in  the 
treatment  of  syphilis  than  any  other.  It  is  the  remedy  we  think  of 
in  fatty  condition  of  the  heart.  In  fissure  and  ulceration  of  the 
rectum  -J  grain  phytolacca  once  in  three  hours.  To  my  readers  let 
me  urge  upon  you  the  importance  of  getting  acquainted  with  phyto- 
lacca, study  its  physiological  effect  upon  the  human  subjects,  then 
you  will  better  understand  its  remedial  effect.  Then  and  not  till 
then  will  you  fully  appreciate  the  full  value  of  the  poor  despised 
poke  root.  As  an  antiseptic  in  blood  poisoning  it  is  a  remedy  to  be 
depended  upon  when  used  in  alternation  with  quinine.  I  have  had 
some  severe  cases  of  blood  poisoning  and  suffered  from  it  in  my 
own  person,  but  I  never  yet  lost  a  patient  with  that  disease. 
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The  Third  Row  in  My  Medicine  Case. 

NO.   VI.     KALI   PHOSPHORICUM— POTASSIUM  PHOSPHATE. 

This  efficient  salt  is  frequently  indicated  in  various  wrongs 
of  life,  but  it  is  in  the  abnormal  conditions  of  the  nervous  system, 
often  referred  to  as  neurasthenic,  that  the  phosphate  of  potassium 
has  become  recognized  by  many  skilled  physicians  as  an  indispen- 
sable remedial  agent.  In  all  nervous  states  evidencing  a  want  of 
nerve  power,  such  as  prostration,  loss  of  mental  vigor,  depression, 
brain-fag  and  softening  of  the  brain,  it  constitutes  a  medicament 
of  curative  power. 

In  all  pathological  conditions  characterized  by  depression, 
general  irritability,  or  loss  of  memory,  it  exerts  an  improving  influ- 
ence, and  in  hysteria  from  sudden  emotion  or  false  impressions, 
this  agent  has  been  employed  with  beneficial  results.  In  many 
cases  in  which  stupor,  low  delirium,  sleeplessness,  restlessness  or 
mental  aberrations  are  prominent  features,  kali  phosphoricum  is 
believed  to  exercise  a  corrective  power.  In  the  condition  known 
as  "night-terfors,"  and  in  which  many  children  apparently  suffer 
from  extreme  fright,  the  phosphate  of  potassium  constitutes  a 
curative  agent  which  should  never  be  neglected. 

In  referring  to  the  wrongs  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system  in 
which  kali  phosphoricum  has  been  the  means  of  producing  marked 
improvement,  Dr.  Carey  in  part  says: 

"The  gray  matter  of  the  brain  is  controlled  entirely  by  the 
inorganic  cell  salt,  potassium  phosphate.  When  nervous  symptoms 
arise,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  nerve-fluid  has  been  exhausted  from 
any  cause,  kali  phos.  is  the  only  true  remedy.  To  my  mind  this 
remedy  is  the  most  wonderful  curative  agent  ever  discovered  by 
man.  Let  the  overworked  business  man  take  it  and  go  home  good 
tempered.  Let  the  weary  wife,  nerves  unstrung  from  attending  to 
sick  children  or  entertaining  company,  take  it  and  note  how  quickly 
the  equilbrium  will  be  restored  and  calm  and  reason  assert  her 
throne." 

The  phosphate  of  potassium  is  employed  with  marked  advan- 
tage in  vertigo  and  giddiness  resulting  from  nervous  exhaustion 
and  weakness,  and  in  cerebral  anemia  it  is  a  very  efficient  remedy. 
In  conditions  in  which  pains  and  weight  in  the  back  of  the  head, 
together  with  a  feeling  of  weariness  and  exhaustion,  are  prominent 
symptoms,  this  agent  will  aid  much  in  the  treatment. 
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In  various  forms  of  paralysis  kali  phosphoricum  can  safely  be 
regarded  as  one  of  our  most  reliable  drugs.  Dr.  W.  E.  Kinnett  has 
employed  the  remedy  in  many  of  these  cases  with  wonderful  success, 
and  has  often  found  magnesia  phosphorica  indicated  in  connection 
with  this  potassium  salt.  In  reporting  a  case  of  paralysis  treated 
with  these  remedies  the  doctor  says: 

"The  patient  was  absolutely  helpless  so  far  as  doing  anything 
for  himself  was  concerned.  His  arms  and  legs  were  useless  to  him, 
and  seemed  to  be  in  the  way.  His  hands  and  wrists  wrere  out  of 
shape,  as  were  also  his  legs  and  feet.  He  could  neither  feed  nor 
dress  himself.  Could  move  neither  hand  nor  foot  and  was  as 
helpless  as  a  baby.  He  could  sit  propped  up,  but  could  not  in  any 
manner  help  himself.  He  could  talk  some  and  eat  some  when  soft 
foods  were  put  into  his  mouth.  It  was  certainly  an  unpromising 
outlook,  and  I  sincerely  wished  I  had  not  promised  to  see  him.  I 
felt  that  he  was  beyond  human  aid  and  told  him  that  it  wTas  exceed- 
ingly doubtful  if  I  or  anyone  else  could  help  him,  but  if  he  would 
consent  to  a  long  period  of  treatment  I  would  make  an  effort  to  help 
him  some,  and  to  this  he  readily  consented ;  the  case  of  a  drowning 
man  catching  at  a  straw. 

"I  prescribed  for  him  kali  phos.  3X,  five  grains  every  four  hours, 
and  magnesia  phos.  3X,  five  grains  every  four  hours,  alternating  with 
the  kali  phos.  The  medicines  were  faithfully  administered  to  him 
from  very  early  in  the  morning  till  very  late  at  night.  In  about  a 
month  he  could  hold  knife  and  fork  or  spoon  and  feed  himself,  or 
hold  a  cup,  with  the  handle,  to  drink  from.  In  two  months  he  could 
walk  behind  a  chair,  pushing  it  before  him,  and  could  dress  himself, 
buttoning  his  clothes  and  tying  his  shoes.  Aw'kw7ardly,  of  course, 
but  he  did  it.  In  ten  weeks  he  was  walking  wherever  he  chose — 
slowly  and  deliberately — and  at  the  end  of  three  months  from  the 
first  dose  of  medicine  he  went  to  work  and  could  carry  a  ten-quart 
pail  of  water  in  each  hand." 

In  affections  of  the  ear.  especially  when  there  is  a  discharge 
of  a  foul,  ichorous,  offensive,  fetid  or  sanious  character,  the  phos- 
phate of  potassium  exerts  a  corrective  influence.  Offensive  dis- 
charges from  any  part  constitute  an  important  specific  indication 
for  this  drug.  In  the  epistaxis  which  frequently  occurs  in  the  weak 
and  delicate  person  the  action  of  this  agent  is  decidedly  restraining 
in  its  nature,  and  in  stomatitis,  when  the  breath  is  offensive,  as  well 
as  when  there  are  ash-gray  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  it  is  often  a  most 
useful  remedy.  In  diseases  of  the  throat  characterized  by  large  and 
sore  tonsils,  with  white,  solid  deposits  resembling  diphtheritic  mem- 
brane, hoarseness  and  loss  of  voice,  kali  phosphoricum  is  a  remedy 
of  unmistakable  efficiency,  and  in  indigestion  with  nervous  depres- 
sion it  has  been  employed  with  satisfactory  results.  It  is  also  a 
remedy  of  value  in  diarrhoea  which  is  painless  and  causes  great 
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prostration,  especially  when  the  discharges  are  bloody,  fetid  and  much 
like  rice  water. 

In  amenorrhoea  with  depression,  lassitude,  and  general  nervous 
debility,  accompanied  by  pain  in  the  ovaries,  the  phosphate  of 
potassium  is  deemed  a  medicament  of  considerable  value,  and  when 
+he  menses  are  premature  and  profuse,  especially  in  nervous  sub- 
jects, it  is  often  a  much  needed  remedy.  It  is  also  employed  with 
advantage  in  dysmenorrhoea,  and  Dr.  Whittier  reports  a  case  of 
several  years'  standing  which  was  completely  cured  by  him  with  this 
drug  after  many  approved  remedies  had  failed  to  benefit  the  patient. 
In  leucorrhoea,  when  the  discharge  is  yellowish,  acrid  and  scalding, 
its  action  is  corrective  and  in  incontinence  of  urine  it  is  a  useful 
agent. 

In  abscesses,  carbuncles  and  other  suppurative  processes,  when 
there  are  asthenic  symptoms  and  the  suppurative  action  is  un- 
healthy, the  pus  ichorous,  bloody,  offensive  and  dirty,  kali  phos, 
exerts  an  improving  influence,  and  in  marasmus,  especially  when  the 
stools  have  a  putrid  odor,  it  has  been  used  with  beneficial  results. 

In  large  and  frequently  repeated  doses,  the  phosphate  of  potas- 
sium has  been  employed  as  a  means  of  relieving  the  difficult  breath- 
ing and  depressed  condition  of  the  nervous  system  in  nervous 
asthma  and  with  satisfactory  results.  Hay  asthma  and  hay  fever 
are  also  said  to  be  modified  by  the  administration  of  this  drug. 

In  diabetes  mellitus  kali  phos.  may  wrell  constitute  a  part  of 
the  treatment,  as  it  exercises  an  influence  which  makes  for  normal 
function  of  the  medulla  oblongata  and  pneumogastric  nerve,  thus 
favoring  digestion  and  normal  activity  of  the  stomach  and  lungs. 

As  a  part  of  the  treatment  of  the  morphine  habit  the  phosphate 
of  potassium  has  been  employed  with  more  or  less  success.  In 
reporting  the  case  of  a  lady  who  had  become  a  morphine  fiend,  Dr. 
B.  A.  Sanders  in  part  says : 

"I  had  used  everything  I  could  find  in  any  school  of  medicine 
without  benefit  to  my  patient,  and  felt  thoroughly  discouraged, 
when  I  happened  to  think  of  kali  phos.  I  started  her  taking  it,  and 
at  the  same  time  stopped  all  other  nerve  medicine.  The  change 
was  wonderful.  The  sharp,  intense  headache,  sleeplessness,  wild, 
staring  eyes,  brown,  dry  tongue,  and  that  horrible  sinking,  'all-gone' 
sensation  rapidly  yielded  to  the  remedy,  and  she  made  a  good  recovery. 
She  is  now — four  years  later — a  remarkably  vigorous,  healthy  and 
happy  woman,  without  the  least  desire  for  the  opiate,  and  has,  as  she 
expressed  it,  a  'perfect  terror  of  morphine.'  I  ascribe  all  the  cure 
to  kali  phos.,  for  the  other  treatment  could  not  have  been  completed 
had  it  not  been  for  this  salt." 

In  puerperal  fever,  especially  when  there  are  illusions  and 
absurd  notions,  or  a  tendency  to  violent  insanity,  this  constitutes 
a  very  useful  medicine.  In  septic  hemorrhage  it  has  also  been  em- 
ployed with  advantage.    In  fact,  it  is  a  remedy  of  merit  in  all  cases 
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in  which  there  is  evidence  of  vitiation  of  the  blood,  and  in  which 
the  system  seems  to  contain  typhoid  poison. 

In  intermittent  action  of  the  heart,  with  morbid  nervous  sensi- 
tiveness, this  agent  has  been  administered  with  marked  benefit. 

The  phosphate  of  potassium  should  be  more  carefully  studied 
from  the  viewpoint  of  specific  medication,  as  it  undoubtedly  pos- 
sesses properties  of  great  value.  The  following  indications,  taken 
from  Fyfe's  Materia  Medica  (the  only  Eclectic  work  that  gives  a 
symptomatology  of  the  tissue  salts)  will  suggest  the  lines  along 
which  this  remedy  is  most  likely  to  be  found  useful : 

"Despondency  and  nervous  dread,  without  cause ;  brain-fag 
from  overwork ;  delirium  tremens ;  vertigo  and  giddiness  from  ner- 
vous exhaustion  and  weakness ;  pain  and  weight  in  the  back  of  the 
head,  with  feeling  of  exhaustion ;  discharge  of  foul,  offensive  pus 
from  the  ears ;  loss  of  power  in  facial  muscles ;  tongue  white  and 
slimy;  edges  of  tongue  red  and  sore;  predisposition  to  bleeding  of 
the  gums ;  tonsils  large  and  sore,  with  solid  deposits  on  them ; 
hoarseness  and  loss  of  voice;  flatulence,  with  distress  about  the 
heart;  diarrhoea,  when  the  stools  are  putrid,  or  like  rice-water; 
putrid  and  typhoid  dysentery,  paretic  condition  or  rectum  and  colon; 
menses  premature  and  profuse  in  nervous  females ;  menses  irregular, 
scanty,  offensive  and  very  dark ;  hysteria,  with  sensation  of  a  ball 
rising  in  the  throat ;  paretic  conditions  of  the  bladder,  and  incon- 
tinence of  urine  from  paralysis  of  the  sphincter  of  the  bladder; 
yellow  urine ;  functional  wrongs  of  the  heart,  accompanied  by  a 
weak,  nervous  and  anxious  state,  and  when  the  pulse  is  intermit- 
tent, irregular  and  below  normal ;  palpitation  of  the  heart,  with 
sleeplessness  and  restlessness ;  infantile  paralysis,  walking  in  sleep 
in  children  ;  fetid,  debilitating,  profuse  perspiration ;  typhoid  condi- 
tions, especially  when  the  tongue  is  brown  and  dry  and  there  is 
delirium;  putrid  conditions  of  the  throat,  especially  in  scarlet  fever; 
general  debility  and  exhaustion ;  dirty,  foul,  ichorous  discharges 
of  pus." 

The  dose  of  the  third  trituration  of  the  phosphate  of  potassium 
is  from  five  to  fifteen  grains,  but  its  best  effects  are  usually  obtained 
by  prescribing  it  as  follows :  I£  Kali  phos.,  3X,  gr.  xx  to  3i ;  water, 
q'iw    Teaspoonful  every  hour  or  two. 


Viscum  Album — American  Mistletoe. 

Mistletoe  has  a  decided  action  on  the  uterus,  causing  intermit- 
tent uterine  contractions.  Its  greatest  influence  is  said  to  be 
exerted  on  the  long  muscles  of  the  organ.  The  force  of  its  influence 
is  largely  expended  on  the  fundus,  while  the  cervix  remains  un- 
affected. It  is,  therefore,  especially  useful  in  the  early  stage  of 
labor  as  a  means  of  giving  tone  to  uterine  contractions. 

"I  have  been  inclined  to  believe  that  this  remedy  has  been 
disappointing  with  many  users,  because  of  the  fact  that  the  fluid 
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preparations  were  not  made  from  the  green  plant.  Furthermore, 
it  must  be  given  in  sufficient  doses,  and  in  many  cases  it  is  best 
to  repeat  these  doses  frequently  until  a  mild  physiological  action 
of  the  remedy  appears. 

"If  we  were  to  compare  its  influence  with  that  of  many  other 
well-known  remedies,  we  should  find  some  point  of  resemblance 
quite  marked  between  it  and  ergot.  It  produces  contraction  of  the 
involuntary  muscular  fibre  the  same  as  ergot,  but  it  does  this 
without  causing  irritation,  in  medicinal  doses. 

"It  also  acts  upon  the  circulation  of  the  brain,  overcoming 
engorgement  and  excessive  fullness  of  the  circulation.  It  should 
be  administered  with  positiveness  when  there  is  an  undue  flow  of 
blood  to  the  brain,  with  intermittent  headaches  and  a  tendency 
to  a  flushed  condition  of  the  face  which  appears  and  disappears 
frequently.  If  this  condition  be  present  with  hysteria,  or  with 
other  nervous  manifestations,  it  will  be  found  especially  efficacious. 

"There  are  conditions  accompanied  with  the  above  symptoms 
when  amenorrhea  or  dysmenorrhea  are  present ;  in  which  from  its 
influence  upon  the  uterine  muscular  fibre,  conjoined  with  its  influ- 
ence upon  the  central  nervous  system,  and  especially  upon  the  cap- 
illary circulation  of  the  central  nervous  system,  it  should  be  selected 
as  an  ideal  remedy. 

"Dr.  Brodnax,  in  his  time  widely  known  as  a  medical  writer, 
told  me  that  he  had  given  this  remedy  in  the  form  of  an  infusion 
for  a  number  of  years,  as  an  oxytocic.  He  began  when  the  pains 
were  feeble  and  administered  it  in  frequent  doses,  expecting  that 
it  would  increase  the  pain,  promote  dilation  and  normal  expulsive 
effort.  His  opinion  confirms  that  of  others,  that  the  remedy  pro- 
duces a  normal,  intermittent  uterine  action,  while  ergot  produces 
spasmodic  contractions,  which  have  but  little  resemblance  to  the 
regular,  normal  pains.  It  seems  to  exercise  its  full  force  upon  the 
larger  muscles  of  the  uterus,  causing  the  fundus  .to  contract  while 
the  cervix  remains  soft  and  dilated"  (Ellingwood.) 

Viscum  flavescens  is  cardiac  tonic,  oxytoccic,  diaphoretic  and 
cathartic. 

Indications. — Frequent  headache  with  flushing  of  the  face, 
tearing  and  rending  pains ;  rheumatic  and  neuralgic  pains  ;  amenor- 
rhea and  dysmenorrhea ;  hysteria ;  small,  weak  pulse ;  weak,  rapid 
and  irregular  action  of  the  .heart ;  dropsy  of  the  extremities  caused 
by  heart  disease. 

Dose. — Fluid  extract,  5  to  20  drops ;  specific  medicine,  5  to  20 
drops. 

Usual  dose. — 1  to  10  drops. 


Barium  Chloride. 

The  Cleveland  Medical  Journal  calls  attention  to  Pesci  and  his 
investigation  of  barium  chloride.    He  concludes  that  barium  chlor- 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


171 


ide  acts  as  a  muscular  excitant,  the  therapeutic  dose  being  four  grains 
a  day,  this  causing  in  man  an  increase  in  arteriole  tonicity.  It  acts 
profoundly  on  the  myocardium  and  arrests  the  heart  in  systole.  Its 
influence  is  exercised  directly  on  the  muscle  without  the  interven- 
tion of  the  nervous  system.  In  these  doses  it  is  well  tolerated  and 
may  be  given  for  ten  days  at  a  time,  the  dose  being  gradually  in- 
creased to  one  and  one-half  or  two  grams  daily,  without  causing 
nausea  or  vomiting  like  caffeine,  gastro-intestinal  disturbances*  like 
digitalis,  or  renal  troubles  like  calomel  and  the  balsams.  He  calls 
attention  to  the  possible  danger  of  unduly  increasing  the  blood- 
pressure,  and  especially  advises  its  use  in  pleuritic  effusions,  in- 
which  he  considers  it  the  best  or  most  inoffensive  diuretic. 

Some  day  the  profession  will  awaken  to  the  importance  of 
considering  vascular  tension  rather  than  direct  heart-toning  in  all 
cardiac  medication.  They  will  then  learn  to  appreciate  why  it  is 
that  the  profession  persists  in  looking  upon  glonoin  as  a  cardiac 
tonic  when  it  is  nothing  of  the  sort ;  but  indirectly  relieves  the 
heart,  relaxing  vascular  tension  when  excessive  and  allowing  the 
blood  to  flow  more  easily  through  the  vessels  with  less  heart-force. 
In  this  sense  it  is  a  better  and  truer  heart-tonic  than  digitalis  or  any 
of  the  ordinary  heart-tonics.  It  is  because  sparteine  approximates 
this  action  that  it  has  received  the  encomiums  of  such  men  as  Pettey, 
who  pronounces  it  the  best,  of  all  heart-tonics.  It  is  for  this  reason 
also  that  cactus  has  established  itself  so  firmly  in  the  affections  of  the 
clinicians  who  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  a  good  preparation 
and  have  given  it  a  good  clinical  trial.  There  are  two  ways  of  help- 
ing along  a  tired  horse :  One  is  the  use  of  the  whip,  and  we  get  this 
from  digitalis.  The  other  is  by  throwing  off  a  part  of  his  load, 
and  this  we  get  from  cactus.  There  is  a  time  for  the  whip  and  a 
time  for  unloading.  A  skillful  physician  will  not  mistake  one  indica- 
tion for  the  other. — Clinical  Medicine. 


Sodium  Hyposulphite. 

In  an  article  on  sodium  hyposulphite  in  the  treatment  of  smallpox, 
by  Dr.  C.  B.  Dean,  published  in  Ellin gwood's  Therapeutist,  the 
doctor  makes  the  following  important  statement : 

"A  visitor  came  to  the  residence  of  one  of  my  patrons,  stayed 
over  night,  woke  up  with  high  fever  and  muscles  aching  severely, 
thought  he  had  la  grippe  and  sent  for  quinine  and  whiskey;  this  he 
took  freely  all  day;  result,  no  better;  next  morning  he  was  still 
suffering  and  found  his  face  covered  with  pimples,  as  he  expressed  it. 
I  was  called  at  this  stage,  diagnosed  smallpox,  put  him  on  the 
hyposulphite,  but  could  not  get  him  to  take  it  freely,  or  submit  to 
the  hot  bath  after  the  first ;  there  was  very  little  pus  in  the  facial 
eruption,  but  a  good  crop  on  other  portions  of  his  body.  He  made 
a  rapid  and  good  recovery.  Xow  comes  the  important  point — so 
far  this  has  been  written  for  the  purpose  of  explanation. 
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"The  family  consisted  of  four  persons,  the  man  and  his  wife, 
who  had  both  been  vaccinated,  a  sixteen-year-old  boy,  and  a  girl  of 
fourteen,  neither  having  been  vaccinated. 

"I  at  once  put  all  four  on  twenty-grain  doses  of  sodium  hypo- 
sulphite, and  kept  them  repeating  the  dose  three  times  daily.  At  end 
of  ten  days  the  man  and  woman  had  the  characteristic  fever  with 
the  aching  limbs  and  head.  This  lasted  forty-eight  hours,  then  sub- 
sided slowly  without  eruption.  The  woman  had  fever,  headache, 
sore  muscles  and  aching  limbs  four  days,  when  the  symptoms  passed 
away  without  any  eruption. 

"The  boy  and  girl  both  failed  to  have  any  symptoms  of  fever, 
and  were  not  affected  in  any  way. 

"This  whole  family  lived  in  a  small  three-room  house  and  all 
took  turns  caring  for  the  visitor.  I  am  confident  that  sodium  hypo- 
sulphite will  abort  smallpox  if  the  treatment  is  begun  within  two  or 
three  days  after  a  known  exposure.  It  has  been  used  in  several 
other  cases  with  equally  good  results." 


Amyl  Nitrite  at  the  Menopause. 

At  the  menopause  there  is  a  group  of  symptoms  very  annoying 
to  the  woman  affected,  and  very  aggravating  to  the  doctor  who  does 
not  know  how  to  prescribe.  The  patient  seeks  relief  for  flushing  of 
the  face;  a  sensation  of  intense  heat  about  the  face  and  neck;  palpi- 
tation of  the  heart ;  spells  of  weakness  or  prostration  so  great  she  is 
frequently  compelled  to  sit  or  even  lie  down;  the  flushings,  etc., 
followed  by  free  perspiration.  With  these  there  is  more  or  less  pro- 
nounced anemia,  mental  depression  (sometimes  amounting  to  almost 
melancholia)  and  broken  slumber.  For  the  general  "run-down" 
condition  tincture  chloride  of  iron  and  generous  diet  should  be 
ordered.  For  relief  of  the  immediate  distress  amyl  nitrite  may  be 
depended  on  in  most  cases;  it  relaxes  the  whole  arterial  system, 
greatly  reducing  arterial  pressure.  One-half  to  three  minims  may 
be  taken  either  by  inhalation  (by  breaking  glass  beads  containing 
the  drug)  or  by  the  stomach  (dissolved  in  alcohol — five  drops  to  the 
dram),  the  solution  being  dropped  on  sugar.  In  some  cases  no  more 
than  a  tenth  of  a  drop  causes  bad  feelings;  in  which  the  drug  must 
be  discontinued. — American  Journal  of  Clinical  Medicine. 


Dr.  S.  D.  Sour  writes;  "I  have  recently  been  using  the  balsam 
of  Peru  in  a  bad  case  of  running  ear,  and  it  acted  finely,  and  think 
it  is  going  to  make  a  complete  cure." Medical  Summary. 
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Society  -Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Kansas  City  in  June, 
1908.    L.  A.  Perce,  M.D.,  president;   W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  Albany, 
March,  1908.  G.  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president;  E.  H.  King,  M.D., 
secretary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Borden,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin 
Howes,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C.  A.  Tyrrell, 
M.D.,  president;    H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
H.  Stoesser,  M.D.,  president;    M.  B.  Pearlstien,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.    A.  Blaustein,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday 
of  each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
Street.  Electa  A.  Brown,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D., 
secretary. 


National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

On  June  17  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  will 
again  convene  for  the  careful  consideration  of  matters  of  vast  im- 
portance to  all  those  who  believe  in  Eclecticism.  The  brethren  of 
Kansas  City  have  done  much  hard  work  to  make  this  a  splendid 
meeting,  full  of  pleasure  as  well  as  profit.  Several  of  our  most 
prominent  men  will  give  us  each  day  a  special  address  upon  sub- 
pects  of  interest  and  importance.  The  section  work  will  be  good, 
papers  of  interest  being  reported  as  freely  promised.  This  meeting 
will  mark  the  period  of  progress  made  most  satisfactory  to  all  of 
us  by  the  Council  of  Education.  Their  report  will  prove  very  satis- 
factory to  all. 

Now,  friends,  this  is  the  time  and  this  will  be  the  place  for  each 
to  renew  their  vow  of  eternal  allegiance  to  the  cause.  The  pros- 
perity of  the  national  and  Eclecticism  depends  upon  the  graduates 
of  our  schools,  as  a  mass,  not  upon  the  officers  or  members  of  that 
organization  alone.  No  individual  is  above  or  higher  than  his  source 
of  existence  as  a  medical  man,  consequently,  you  are  directly  in- 
terested. Work  must  be  done  or  we  will  retrograde.  Energy 
expended  along  the  proper  line  will  do  wonders ;  we  must  preserve 
our  own  identity  as  no  one  will  do  it  for  us.  So  come,  be  on  hand 
early,  stay  late,  give  aid  by  your  presence,  and  no  fear  can  possess 
us  of  the  results.  L.  A.  Perce,  President. 


Alumni  Association,  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New 

York. 

Unusual  as  it  was  to  have  a  rainy  day  for  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  yet  the  rain  did  not  prevent  a  full  attendance 
of  its  members  nor  dampen  their  enthusiasm. 
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Dr.  Baillie  Brown  gave  a  fine  address  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  urging  all  to  keep  up  their  investigations  into  the  materia 
medica,  striving  after  the  highest  ideals  in  our  profession  and  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that  this  reunion  would  stimulate  all  to  greater 
devotion  to  their  chosen  work. 

Dr.  Gallup  followed  with  cheering  words  of  encouragement 
to  the  new  graduates. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Abbott  was  the  next  speaker,  enthusing  all  by  his 
eloquence,  and  in  closing  his  remarks  speaking  in  high  commenda- 
tion of  the  graduates. 

The  dean,  Dr.  Boskowitz.  asked  the  privilege  of  the  floor  that 
he  might  refer  to  the  effort  the  American  Medical  Association  had 
made  to  wipe  out  all  independent  schools,  they  having  asserted 
that  there  were  only  six  medical  colleges  in  the  United  States. 
Following  this  statement  Dr.  Boskowitz  read  the  very  kind  and 
just  report  of  the  inspector  appointed  to  visit  our  college  and  give 
the  condition  of  the  institution.  His  report  was  most  favorable  in 
every  way  and  proved  a  complete  refutation  of  the  charges  of  in- 
completeness of  equipment  of  the  college. 

The  committees  on  necrology,  ways  and  means  and  nomina- 
tions were  appointed,  and  a  recess  was  then  taken. 

A  delightful  luncheon  was  served  by  the  ladies  and  enjoyed  by 
a  large  number  of  members  and  guests. 

Dr.  Brown,  in  a  few  well-chosen  words,  introduced  the  dean, 
who  made  reference  to  the  inspection  of  the  college,  already  noted; 
to  the  enlargement  of  the  present  curriculum,  the  addition  of  a 
chair  of  bacteriology  as  a  special  branch,  and  made  announcement 
of  the  valuable  donations  received  during  the  year.  Then  came  the 
promised  surprise.    The  dean,  unfolding  a  paper,  read  the  following: 

I  want  your  attention  for  a  few  moments  longer. 

Do  you  realize  that  it  is  twenty-fpyr  years  that  I  have  been 
reporting  the  experiences  of  the  sessions?  Y^s,  twenty^four  years 
ago  I  accepted  the  management  of  the  college.  The  outlook  was 
not  as  promising  as  it  is  to-day;  the  school  was  heavily  in  debt, 
envy  and  jealousy  in  its  ranks  and  in  the  ranks  of  the  Eclectic 
profession  in  the  state.  A  suit  against  it  for  the  annulment  of  its 
charter  by  the  old  school  county  society.  Such  was  the  condition 
when  I  assumed  the  leadership.  The  trials  and  tribulations  of 
those  days  I  will  not  describe. 

To-day,  although  I  have  not  completely  realized  the  ideals 
for  which  I  haA'e  labored,  we  have  accomplished  much  with  little 
outside  help,  and  in  the  face  of  great  opposition. 

To-day  our  assets  far  exceed  our  liabilities.  We  have  estab- 
lished a  reputation  as  an  educational  institution. 

Our  graduates  have  shown  in  the  examinations  before  the 
licensing  boards  our  ability  to  teach.  Envy  and  discord  have  been 
replaced  by  peace  and  harmony,  and  the  Eclectics  in  this  state 
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are  as  a  unit  in  the  support  of  the  school.  Donations  and  bequests 
have  just  started.  That  they  will  continue  and  increase  is  but 
natural.  I  feel  that  the  school  is  on  a  solid  arid  firm  foundation, 
and  that  the  faculty  and  alumni  will  continue  to  support  and  guard 
its  good  name. 

Circumstances  have  arisen  of  a  private  and  personal  nature 
which  compel  me  to  relinquish  the  duties  of  dean  and  leader. 

I  shall  retire  as  your  dean  at  this  meeting,  and  I  wish  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  faculty  and  friends  for  their 
confidence  and  personal  courtesy,  and  to  assure  them  of  my  deep 
appreciation. 

Next  year  the  senior  faculty  will  be  requested  to  elect  a  presi- 
dent and  secretary,  and  they,  with  the  assistance  of  the  appointed 
registrar,  will  assume  the  active  management  of  affairs.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  this  afternoon  I  shall  accept  the 
presidency  of  the  school,  from  which  position  I  can  guide,  advise, 
direct  and  develop  the  one  who  in  the  future  will  assume  the 
responsibilities. 

The  secretary,  Dr.  Hinds,  being  called  upon,  had  prepared  her 
thoughts  in  the  line  of  making  an  appeal  to  the  members  of  the 
association  to  lift  the  burden  from  Dr.  Boskowitz's  shoulders 
without  any  knowledge  of  the  dean's  proposed  resignation. 

Dr.  Hinds  said  in  part:  "What  do  we,  the  members  of  this 
association,  know  of  the  struggles  of  our  alma  mater  year  by  year. 
We  have  not  realized  the  work  being  done  constantly  to  keep  us 
afloat  and  out  of  the  breakers. 

"Our  dean  has  carried  this  institution  on  his  shoulders  for 
many  years,  and  we  owe  its  continued  existence  entirely  to  him. 

Is  there  a  sudden  uprising  of  legal  effort  to  exterminate  us  or 
at  least  to  injure  us?  There  is  the  dean  with  the  best  of  counsel 
ready  to  put  in  counter  action  and  defeat  the  attempt. 

If  our  college  has  a  poor  year  financially  (and  when  has  it  a 
rich  one?)  who  pays  the  deficit? 

If  it  is  necessary  to  put  forth  certain  efforts  for  our  more  solid 
footing  in  the  medical  world  Dr.  Boskowitz  stands  behind  these 
endeavors.  He  is  not  alone.  He  has  a  cheerful  frelper  and  supporter 
in  his  own  home  who,  day  or  night,  gladly  uses  time  and  strength 
freely  in  all  these  emergencies.  His  noble  wife  stands  beside  him, 
a  royal  helpmeet. 

Our  dean  cannot  always  carry  these  burdens,  and  we  ought 
to  realize  it.  True,  we  all  look  up  to  him  and  give  him  our  loyal 
allegiance.    But  is  this  enough? 

Let  us  bestir  ourselves,  send  some  students  to  the  college 
each  year  that  it  may  become  self-supporting  and  lift  our  share ! 

Dr.  Thompson  followed,  giving  a  history  of  the  college  and 
the  brave  fight  waged  by  the  dean  to  keep  it  going.    He  advised 
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the  younger  members  to  note  especially  the  noble  example  of  the 
dean  and  emulate  it. 

A  number  of  others  followed,  among  whom  were  Dr.  Gunning, 
Dr.  Bulson,  Dr.  Kunitzer,  Dr.  Perrins,  Dr.  Brandenberg,  Dr.  King, 
Dr.  Lesser,  Dr.  Martin,  Dr.  Lloyd,  Dr.  Carrie  Brandenberg  and  others, 
all  voicing  their  loyalty  to  the  dean  and  thorough  appreciation 
of  his  untiring  services  and  sacrifices  in  behalf  of  the  college.  This 
sentiment  was  presented  by  Dr.  Sibley  in  the  form  of  a  resolution, 
which  was  carried  by  a  rising  vote. 

The  report  of  the  nominating  committee  was  as  follows :  For 
president,  Dr.  M.  B.  Pearlstien ;  first  vice-president,  Dr.  G.  E. 
Holmberg;  second  vice-president.  Dr.  M.  B.  MacDermott;  third 
vice-president,  Dr.  S.  K.  Greenberg;  secretary,  Dr.  H.  C.  Hinds; 
treasurer,  Dr.  V.  Sillo. 

These  officers  were  duly  elected  and  installed,  after  which  the 
meeting  adjourned,  all  expecting  to  greet  one  another  at  the  com- 
mencement exercises  this  evening. 

Dr.  Harriet  C.  Hinds,  Secretary. 


Meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10.30  A.  M.,  May  12,  1908, 
by  President  Fyfe,  who  made  an  address  in  which  he  reviewed  the 
advancement  of  Eclectic  principles  and  methods,  advised  the  adop- 
tion of  the  plan  of  the  National  Association  for  a  more  thorough 
organization  of  Eclectic  physicians  of  the  entire  country,  and  urged 
the  members  to  constantly  watch  the  medical  schemers,  who  are 
endeavoring  to  secure  legislation  which  will  give  them  control  of 
the  several  schools. 

Several  excellent  papers  were  then  read  and  the  routine  busi- 
ness of  the  association  transacted.  A  resolution,  accepting  the  plan 
for  better  organization,  suggested  by  the  National,  was  adopted. 

Drs.  Lloyd  and  Harris,  delegates  from  the  New  York  Eclectic 
College,  were  cordially  welcomed  by  the  president  on  behalf  of  the 
association,  and  in  response  Dr.  Lloyd  made  an  eloquent 
address,  urging  the  advantage  of  harmony  and  unity  of  effort  in 
the  cause  of  Eclecticism.  Dr.  Harris  also  made  an  interesting 
address,  in  which  he  took  occasion  to  refer  to  a  belittling  report 
made  by  a  representative  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
in  regard  to  the  facilities  of  our  New  York  College,  a  report 
which  was  later  shown  by  a  representative  of  the  Board  of  Regents 
to  be  not  only  unjust  and  misleading,  but  deliberately  false  as  well. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 
President,  John  W.  Fyfe,  M.D.,  Saugatuck;  vice-president,  Frank 
B.  Converse,  M.D.,  West  Wellington;  treasurer,  Le  Roy  A. 
Smith,  M.D.,  Higganum ;  secretary,  George  A.  Faber,  M.D.,  Water- 
bury.  F. 
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Ohio  State  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

The  forty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Ohio  State  Eclectic 
Medical  Association  was  held  at  Dayton,  May  5,  6  and  7.  One 
hundred  and  fifty-one  members  were  present  and  this  proved  to  be 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  interesting  meetings  held  for  many 
years. 

AYednesday  evening  Drs.  Probst,  Lyle  and  Juettner  read  ad- 
dresses on  tuberculosis,  which  proved  very  entertaining  and  instruc- 
tive. The  following  officers  were  elected  for  1908-9:  President, 
J.  P.  Harbert,  Bellefontaine  :  first  vice-president,  J.  F.  Wuist,  Day- 
ton;  second  vice-president,  Geo.  W.  Deem,  Columbus;  recording 
secretary,  W.  X.  Mundy,  Forest;  corresponding  secretary,  J.  L. 
Payne,  Cincinnati  ;  treasurer,  S.  M.  Sherman,  Columbus.  The  next 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Cincinnati,  April  27,  28  and  29,  1909. 


^elections 


Nutrition  and  Disease. 

It  is  now  conceded  that  the  entire  bodily  tissues  are  continu- 
ously undergoing  physiological  changes  which  produce  energy  and 
force  and  as  a  result  of  these  changes,  the  rapidity  of  which  varies 
according  to  the  activity  of  the  cells,  the  latter  of  which  they  are 
made  up  is,  reduced  to  a  waste  and  disposed  of  through  the  organs 
of  elimination.  In  order  that  the  cellular  structure  may  maintain 
its  normal  standard  and  thus  continue  in  the  performance  of  its 
functions,  it  is  highly  requisite  that  they  be  fully  supplied  with  the 
proper  materials  consumed  in  the  production  of  energy  and  force. 
In  fact,  the  bodily  health  is  directly  dependent  upon  a  normal 
balance  between  the  amount  of  nutrition  supplied  and  the  amount 
of  energy  and  force  given  off.  Nutrition  being  the  means  of  supply- 
ing these  materials,  it  is  necessary  to  supply  every  element  which 
goes  to  make  up  a  normal  cellular  structure. 

In  supplying  nutrition  to  the  sick  it  is  necessary  to  study  each 
individual  case  and  thereby  observe  what  element  of  nutrition  is 
lacking  and  supply  it  to  the  cravings  of  the  diseased  cells,  thereby 
enabling  them  to  gain  force  and  strength  to  throw  off  the  diseased 
processes.  No  small  amount  of  care  should  be  devoted  to  the 
arrangement  of  the  dietary  for  the  sick.  It  is  because  of  the 
neglect  or  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  average  individual,  that  the 
food  requirements  of  the  body  are  so  frequently  disregarded,  and 
diseases  arising  from  the  nutritive  failures  are  so  widespread.  As 
a  result  of  the  improper  selection  of  a  diet  the  digestive  organs 
of  the  patient  fail  to  render  the  elements  necessary  to  life  avail- 
able for  nutritive  purposes,  and  as  a  result  there  is  a  general  low- 
ering of  all  the  vital  forces.    Therefore,  it  becomes  highly  needful  to 
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administer  nourishment  in  such  a  form  that  it  will  be  directly 
transmitted  to  the  entire  cellular  structure  of  the  body. 

In  selecting  a  food  which  will  meet  every  indication  as  a 
reconstructing  tonic  and  food,  one  should  be  selected  which  will 
give  as  nearly  as  possible  a  rest  to  the  gastro-mtestinal  tract  and  at 
the  same  time  perfectly  sustain.  A  large  clinical  experience  has 
demonstrated  that  in  Bovinine  such  a  food  and  tonic  is  readily 
available.  Its  effects  are  far  reaching  and  complete,  which  cannot 
be  said  of  any  other  single  food. 


Treatment  of  Acute  Rheumatism  by  Inunction. 

Bourget  has  devised  the  following  formula : 
^    Betul-ol,  ) 

Adipis  lanae  hydrosi,  r    aa  .10  parts 

Ol.  terebinthinae. 

Adipis   80  parts 

M.  To  be  applied,  with  friction,  to  the  skin,  particularly  around 
the  joints  affected. 

"The  part  is  then  wrapped  in  several  thicknesses  of  flannel,  and 
is  surrounded  by  waterproof  tissue,  which  is  kept  in  place  by  a  roller 
bandage.  Betul-ol  (chloromenthol-methyl-salicylate)  alone  may  be 
used  in  a  similar  way  (3  grammes  applied  on  a  compress),  and  is 
better  for  this  purpose  than  the  natural  oil  of  wintergreen,  which 
produces  some  irritation  of  the  skin." — Journal  de  medecine  interne, 
January  15,  1906. 


Items 


Just  as  we  go  to  press  we  receive  the  announcement  of  the 
death  of  the  wife  of  Dr.  L.  A.  Perce,  president  of  the  National 
Eclectic  Medical  Association.  The  doctor  has  the  deepest  sympathy 
of  his  many  eastern  friends. 


The  Medical  Era's  Gastro-Intestinal  Editions. 

The  Medical  Era,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  will  issue  its  annual  series 
of  gastro-intestinal  editions  during  July  and  August.  In  these  two 
issues  will  be  published  between  40  and  50  original  papers  of  the 
largest  practical  worth,  covering  every  phase  of  disease  of  the 
gastro-intestinal  canal.  Sample  copies  will  be  supplied  readers  of 
this  journal. 


The  surprise  promised  for  May  20  was  "there  all  right."  It 
surely  took  the  "breath  away." 
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Admiral  Tommy's  address  was  a  most  sincere  testimonial  to 
the  retiring  dean  and  there  was  moisture  in  the  air. 


"The  girls"  carried  off  the  prizes  for  the  class  of  1908.  Mrs. 
Koslow-Greenburg  receiving  the  gynaecological  prize  presented  by 
Professor  Pearlstien,  and  Miss  Stella  Schaffer  the  bacteriological 
prize  from  Professor  Lohmann,  and  the  electro-therapeutic  prize 
from  Professor  Waite. 


Drs.  Arnold  and  Reid,  of  the  class  of  1908,  have  been  appointed 
internes  in  St.  Vincent's  Hospital. 


Drs.  Tyrrell  and  Sibley  proved  as  interesting  and  entertaining 
as  usual  at  the  Beachonian  dinner. 


We  were  delighted  to  welcome  the  Buckeye  president  at  alumni 
and  commencement. 


Last  call  for  the  National.  It  is  important  that  you  shpuld 
attend. 


Uncle  Sam  announces  that  your  credit  is  good  for  three 
months.    With  advance  payments  you  can  go  as  far  as  you  like. 


Although  the  dean  has  resigned  "Papa"  will  keep  a  watchful 

eye. 


The  Brooklyn  trolley  party  was  a  gay  and  successful  event. 
They  are  great  pushers,  those  Brooklyn  boys. 


Our  out-of-town  friends  turned  out  in  goodly  numbers  at  the 
alumni  meeting. 


"Uncle  Sam"  insists  upon  your  paying  your  subscription,  01 
upon  our  discontinuing  the  Review. 


The  American  Journal  of  Clinical  Medicine  promises  us  an  in- 
teresting talk  soon. 


VI 1. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Normal  Tinctures 

Their  Evolution 
and  Manufacture 

In  1870  the  late  William  S.  Merrell,  A.M.,  M.D., 
gave  to  Professor  John  M.  Scudder  the  pharma- 
ceutical data  contained  in  his  book  called  Specific 
Medication.  At  that  time  the  fluid  medicines  of  the 
Eclectic  school  were  known  as  Essential  Tinctures 
— preparations  which  were  certainly  in  advance  of 
the  times.  Gradually,  from  this  beginning,  the 
ethical  and  scientifically  correct  Normal  Tinctures 
were  developed. 

Upon  the  label  is  expressed  the  relation  which 
the  finished  Normal  Tincture  bears  to  the  crude 
drug  from  which  it  is  obtained.  PURITY,  CLEAN- 
LINESS and  EFFICIENCY  are  their  leading  char- 
acteristics. A  trial  in  practice  will  convince  any 
observant  medical  man  that  they  stand  pre-eminent 
in  all  those  qualities  so  essential  to  the  success  of 
the  physician.  The  labels  are  especially  designed 
to  aid  physicians  in  prescribing  according  to  specific 
indications.  The  dose,  frequency  of  administration 
and  direct  indications  are  upon  each  bottle.  How- 
ever, the  dose  of  a  remedy,  within  certain  limits, 
and  the  frequency  of  its  administration,  are  often 
questions  which  the  physician  must  decide,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment  and  experience. 


The  Wrru  S*  Merrell  Chemical  Co* 

Home  Offices  and  Laboratories  i 
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The  Kansas  City  Meeting. 

Seldom  has  it  been  our  pleasure  to  attend  a  more  pleasant  meet- 
ing of  the  National,  and  a  better  presiding  officer  than  Doctor  Perce 
would  be  hard  to  imagine.  Always  pleasant  and  dignified  and  posi- 
tive in  his  handling  of  the  gavel. 

The  innovation  of  special  addresses  proved  most  interesting 
and  the  members  listened  with  marked  attention  and  seemed  to 
enjoy  this  feature  of  the  meeting. 

Many  interesting  papers  were  read  and  discussed.  The  reports 
of  the  various  committees  showed  the  enormous  amount  of  work 
accomplished.  The  council  on  medical  education  particularly  de- 
serve the  thanks  of  the  members  of  the  association  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  handled  this  important  branch  of  our  work.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  they  may  be  continued  and  that  the  association 
and  its  executive  committee  will  be  liberal  in  its  allowance  of  funds 
for  their  expenses. 

The  advisory  committee,  as  usual,  had  plenty  of  hard  work  and 
saved  the  association  many  annoyances  and  much  time. 

The  most  important  work  so  far  as  organization  is  concerned  is 
found  in  the  following  amendment  which  was  adopted. 

"That  each  State  Society  becomes  auxiliary  to  the  National 
Association  and  that  upon  the  payment  of  a  membership  fee  of  two 
dollars,  each  and  every  member  of  the  State  Society  shall  become  a 
member  of  the  National  Society  by  virtue  of  said  membership  in  said 
State  Society.  Further,  that  each  State  Society  shall  collect  and  pay 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  National  Society  such  per  capita  tax  annually 
based  upon  the  actual  membership  of  said  State  Society  as  annual 
dues." 

The  following  officers  were  unanimously  elected  and  installed, 
President,  John  K.  Scudder,  M.D.,  of  Cincinnati;  first  vice-president, 
J.  T.  McClanahan,  M.D.,  Missouri ;  second  vice-president,  H.  Harris, 
M.D.,  of  New  York;  third  vice-president,  J.  A.  McKilveen,  M.D.,  of 
Iowa;  secretary,  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  of  Indiana;  corresponding  secre- 
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tary,  H.  Hugh  Helbing,  M.D.,  of  Missouri;  treasurer,  E.  G.  Sharp, 
M.D.,  of  Okalhoma. 

We  had  almost  forgotten  to  mention  one  of  the  very  pleasant 
incidents  of  the  meeting.  It  was  the  introduction  by  President 
Perce  of  President  R.  S.  Copeland,  M.D.,  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homeopathy.  The  cordial  relationship  existing  between  the  two 
organizations  should  continue,  and  we  believe  it  will. 


Watch  the  Dog. 

In  a  timely  article,  Dr.  W.  L.  Wheeler,  of  the  New  York  Pas- 
teur Institute,  presents  some  very  sensible  suggestions  in  regard  to 
the  proper  conduct  of  persons  who  have  been  bitten  by  a  dog.  If 
physicians  would  impress  some  of  the  doctor's  ideas  upon  the  minds 
of  people  with  whom  they  come  in  contact  much  mental  suffering 
might  be  obviated.    In  his  article  the  doctor  remarks : 

"A  dog  bite  is  by  no  means  a  sentence  of  death.  The  proportion 
of  dog  bites  that  produce  hydrophobia  to  those  that  do  not  is  so  small 
that  the  public  would  not  believe  the  figures  if  they  were  given. 
Even  the  bites  of  dogs  that  are-  actually  suffering  from  rabies  need 
be  no  more  serious  than  any  slight  wound,  providing  the  proper  treat- 
ment be  followed. 

"The  thing  above  all  else  that  the  public  should  bear  in  mind 
is  that  every  dog  that  bites  or  snaps  has  not  necessarily  got  rabies. 
Because  a  dog  falls  in  a  fit  and  froths  at  the  mouth  does  not  mean 
that  he  is  suffering  from  hydrophobia. 

"While  the  public  should  not  become  easily  alarmed  at  a  dog 
bite,  neither  should  it  neglect  any  precautions  when  once  bitten.  A 
person  suffering  from  a  dog  bite,  for  instance,  should  not  be  satis- 
fied to  take  his  own  diagnosis  of  the  dog's  condition.  Hydrophobia 
affects  nearly  every  dog  in  a  different  manner.  With  all  the  expe- 
rience I  have  had  in  examining  dogs  suffering  from  rabies,  I  can  be 
fooled  to  this  day  by  outward  appearances.  I  never  make  a  guess 
with  any  dog,  relying  only  upon  a  careful  examination." 

Among  the  most  important  points  suggested  by  Dr.  Wheeler's 
article  are  the  following: 

When  bitten  by  a  dog  the  animal  should  be  followed  and  his 
owner  found,  so  that  the  dog  can  be  kept  under  observation  for  at 
least  ten  days.  As  few  persons  who  have  been  bitten  by  a  dog 
ever  have  rabies,  one  should  not  lose  his  nerve  and  think  he  is 
going  to  have  hydrophobia.  Never  rush  to  a  drug  store  and  have 
the  wound  burned  with  nitrate  of  silver,  but  if  one  wishes  to  have 
the  wound  cauterized  go  to  a  physician  who  knows  how  to  do  it. 
If  the  dog  shows  signs  of  rabies  within  ten  days  go  to  some  reputable 
institute  at  once  and  take  treatment.  If  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the 
dog  under  observation  take  such  treatment  as  soon  as  possible  after 
being  bitten  by  a  dog  that  has  acted  abnormally.  J.  W.  F. 
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New  Theory  and  Sure  Cure  for  Pneumonia. 

It  is  quite  likely  that  pneumonia  will  soon  be  numbered  with 
the  afflictions  of  the  past,  for  a  Chicago  physician  knows — or,  at  least 
he  says  he  knows  — just  how  to  capture  the  little  pneu-mococcus 
before  he  can  possibly  get  in  his  dastardly  work.  It  seems  that  the 
learned  doctor  has  discovered  that  the  little  rascal  is  harmless  un- 
less he  happens  to  get  pent  up  in  the  small  cells  in  the  bony  frame- 
work at  the  top  of  the  nose.  If,  however,  such  accident  occurs 
he  soon  becomes  a  veritable  little  devil  and  quickly  begins  his  de- 
structive work,  especially  in  the  lungs. 

In  making  the  substance  of  this  statement  the  doctor  backed 
it  up  with  a  very  interesting  description  of  a  case  of  pneumonia 
which  he  cured  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  description  included  me 
following : 

"From  these  cells  the  disease  works  rapidly  down  to  the  lungs 
and  to  all  appearances  these  organs  immediately  become  the  seat  of 
trouble.  However,  the  fuel  which  is  feeding  the  flames  oi  disease 
still  is  being  furnished  from  the  cells  at  the  top  of  the  nose. 

"The  simple  remedy,  consequently,  is  to  draw  this  dangerous, 
pus  from  these  cells.  That  is  what  was  done  in  the  case  which  I 
have  described,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  the  disease  had  disappeared. 
The  lungs,  of  course,  still  were  affected,  and  it  took  days  before 
the  patient  finally  was  able  to  leave  his  bed." 

In  making  his  statement  the  learned  gentleman  said  that  when 
the  little  bug  got  pent  up  he  acted  like  an  explosive,  began  to  ex- 
pand, and  was  finally  absorbed  by  the  blood  and  became  one  of 
the  most  dangerous  disease  germs.  J.  W.  F. 


The  College. 

If  you  have  not  received  the  new  catalogue,  send  for  it  at  once. 
And  if  there  are  any  high  school  graduates  in  your  neighborhood 
send  their  names  and  addresses  to  either  one  of  the  fol^-- -:-  ~ 
and  a  catalogue  will  be  sent  them :  George  W.  Thompson,  M.D., 
president  of  the  faculty;  John  T.  Sibley,  M.D.,  secretary  of  the  fac- 
ulty; H.  Harris,  M.D.,  registrar,  care  of  The  Eclectic  Medical  Col- 
lege, 239  East  14th  Street,  New  York  City. 


Kent  O.  Foltz,  M.D. 

Kent  O.  Foltz,  M.D.,  was  born  at  Lafayette,  Ohio,  February  16, 
1857,  and  died  at  the  Seton  Hospital  in  Cincinnati,  June  6,  1908,  of 
acute  nephritis.  He  graduated  from  the  Ashland  High  School  in 
1872,  afterwards  attending  Buchtel  College  at  Akron,  O.  Subse- 
quently he  made  a  special  study  of  chemistry  and  botany,  spending 
several  years  in  the  drug  business.  Later  he  attended  the  Western 
Reserve  Medical  School  in  Cleveland  and  the  Eclectic  Medical  In- 
stitute, graduating  from  the  latter  in  1886. 
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He  attended  several  post-graduate  courses  on  the  eye,  ear, 
nose  and  throat  in  New  York  City.  After  several  years  of  general 
practice  he  was  elected  to  the  chair  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose 
and  throat  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  at  Cincinnati,  which 
position  he  filled  very  creditably  for  the  past  ten  years.  He  was 
president  of  the  Ohio  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  and  Cincinnati  societies  and  associate  editor  of 
the  Eclectic  Medical  Journal.  He  was  consulting  physician  on  the 
staff  of  the  Seton  Hospital.  He  was  the  author  of  two  works,  one 
on  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  the  other  on  the  nose,  throat  and  ear. 

He  was  the  only  son  of  the  late  William  K.  Foltz,  M.D.,  of 
Akron,  O.  His  mother  survives  him.  The  funeral  services  were 
held  at  his  mother's  residence  in  Norwood,  June  8.  He  was  in- 
cinerated at  the  Cincinnati  Crematory  and  his  ashes  will  be  buried 
in  the  family  lot  at  Akron,  O. 

Doctor  Foltz  was  very  popular  with  the  Eclectic  physicians  of 
New  York  and  vicinity  and  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  New 
York  Specific  Medication  Club. 


I       Original  Articles  \ 

Prolapse  of  the  Female  Urethra. 

BY  WILLIAM  L.  HEEVE,  M.D. 

Read  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

By  the  term  prolapse  we  mean  an  eversion  of  the  mucous 
membrane  through  the  urinary  meatus. 

In  a  normal  urethra  it  is  impossible  to  evert  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, but  if  it  has  become  relaxed  or  hypertrophied  or  its  attach- 
ments loosened  the  mucous  membrane  is  likely  to  become  everted 
and  congested  and  protrude  through  the  external  meatus. 

Frequent  child  bearings  and  instrumental  deliveries  are  the 
most  prominent  causes.  Vesical  irritations  producing  severe  tenes- 
mus, vesical  calculi,  chronic  urethritis,  fissures  about  the  meatus 
and  tumors  are  some  of  the  exciting  causes  in  old  and  debilitated 
women.  Several  cases  have  come  under  my  care  where  prolapse 
occurred  in  young  girls  resorting  to  perverted  sexual  acts,  an- 
other due  to  excessive  masturbation. 

The  extent  of  the  prolapse  varies  greatly,  sometimes  a  small 
portion  of  the  urethra  may  be  involved,  while  in  other  cases  the 
entire  circumference  of  the  lower  segment  may  be  implicated.  The 
prolapsed  portion  may  be  acutely  congested,  while  in  chronic  cases 
of  long  standing  the  prolapsed  portion  may  be  much  hypertrophied, 
resembling  a  new  growth. 

The  frequent  and  fainful  micturition  compels  the  sufferer  to  con- 
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suit  her  physician  and  the  careful  examination  of  the  parts  makes 
the  diagnosis  positive. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  condition  we  must  remove  the  cause. 
The  long-standing  cases  due  to  frequent  childbearing  demand 
surgical  treatment,  where  calculi  or  vesical  disease  is  the  cause, 
proper  medicinal  treatment  must  be  given.  Fissures  yield  to  dila- 
tion. Tumors  must  be  removed  surgically.  In  the  young  girl 
where  masturbation  or  sexual  perversion  is  the  cause,  another  line 
of  thought  must  be  brought  to  bear  upon  this  pitiful  state  of 
affairs.  The  female  during  the  physiological  formative  period  calls 
our  attention  to  the  fact  that  young  girls  are  placed  in  susceptible 
suggestive  state  in  thefactory,at  the  business  office  and  at  college,  by 
coming  in  close  relation  with  so  many  of  her  own  sex  and  also 
with  the  opposite  sex,  especially  when  two  of  the  same  passionate 
temperatment  room  together  at  college  and  are  socially  "dear 
friends."  This  leads  to  gratification  by  embracing  each  other  and 
eventually  leads  to  sexual  gratification  by  masturbation  or  sexual 
perversion,  which  in  later  life,  if  the  girl  remains  single,  leads 
to  that  pitiful  state  of  homosexuality  or  physical  hermaphrodism. 

The  true  physician  must  know  much  beside  disease  and  medi- 
cine to  cure  these  cases,  careful  advice,  good  diplomacy  and  promote 
in  his  patient  cultivation  of  that  esthetic  and  ethical  sympathy 
with  individuals  of  the  opposite  sex  so  essential  to  good  society, 
repression  of  egotism  and  selfishness  and  eventually  mated  with 
a  cheerful  husband  may  in  time  develop  hereto-sexual  desires  and 
obliterate  the  morbid  impulses.  By  silence,  discretion,  good  judg- 
ment and  frank  advice  the  physician  may  often  lead  these  unfor- 
tunate women  to  "the  peace  that  passeth  all  understanding." 

In  partial  prolapse  of  recent  origin  of  the  intumescent  type, 
especially  in  young  women,  astringent  applications  such  as  alumen, 
silver  nitrate  and  geranium  may  suffice.  If  astringent  applications 
fail  the  electric  or  actual  cautery  will  cure. 

The  surgical  treatment  of  prolapsed  urethra  must  be  complete, 
all  prolapsed  hypertrophied  mucous  membrane  must  be  excised. 

Place  patient  in  a  dorsal  position,  cleanse  parts  with  a  5% 
solution  of  lysol  in  tincture  of  green  soap,  cleanse  the  urethra  with 
a  saturated  solution  of  boracic  acid. 

The  parts  to  be  excised  are  anaesthetized  by  injecting,  with  a 
large  hyperdermatic  syringe,  the  following  solution: 

3$    Cocaine  muriate  gr.  ii. 
Solution  adrenalin,  3ss. 
Normal  saline  solution,  ovi. 
M. 

After  anaesthesia  has  taken  place  the  prolapsed  mucous  mem- 
brane is  seized  with  a  tissue  forceps  and  held  firmly;  a  silk  ligature 
is  then  passed  through  the  upper  edge  of  the   external  meatus 
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directly  across  the  canal  and  made  to  emerge  at  the  lower  margin 
of  the  urethral  opening.  All  the  redundant  mucous  membrane 
which  should  be  in  front  of  the  ligature  is  now  cut  away  with  a 
curved  scissors.  Pull  the  transfixion  silk  suture  partly  out  of  the 
urethral  canal  with  forceps,  the  loop  thus  formed  is  cut,  leaving 
two  sutures,  which  are  then  tied  to  control  the  edges  of  the  wound 
at  opposite  points  and  prevent  retraction  of  the  urethral  mucosa. 
A  series  of  fine  catgut  sutures  are  then  introduced  around  the 
circumference  of  the  meatus,  passing  through  the  cut  edge  of  the 
mucous  membrane  and  margin  of  the  urethral  opening.  The  sutures 
are  tied  and  the  silk  fixation  sutures  are  removed,  parts  dusted 
with  an  antiseptic  dusting  powder  and  dressings  applied. 

At  the  expiration  of  eight  hours  and  every  eight  hours  there- 
after, a  catheter  is  passed  under  aseptic  precautions  and  the  urine 
drawn,  cleanse  the  urethra  with  a  saturated  solution  of  boracic 
acid,  parts  dried  and  redressed. 

Union  takes  place  rapidly.  Morphine  hyperdermatically  to 
control  pain  during  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  then  gelsemium  in 
large  doses  for  painful  tenesmus. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Suggestions  in  Regard  to  Electricity  in  Medicine. 

BY  THOMAS  S.   HODGE,  M.D.,  TORRINGTON,  CONN. 

Read  at  the  fifty-third  annual  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic- 
Medical  Association,  May  12,  1908. 

*  Electricity  is  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease  of  both, 
sexes,  but  is  particularly  valuable  in  treating  diseases  of  the  female 
pelvic  organs. 

Three  forms  of  electricity  are  principally  used,  viz.,  static,  gal- 
vanic and  faradic.  For  the  purposes  of  this  paper  we  will  consider 
but  two  forms  of  electricity,  the  faradic  and  galvanic  currents.  As 
the  battery  most  generally  used  by  the  physician  is  of  the  galvano- 
faradic  type,  perhaps  it  would  'be  well  to  give  an  idea  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  coil  of  that  kind. 

A  standing  committee  appointed  by  the  American  Electro- 
Therapeutical  Association  has  decided  that  many  of  the  coils  pur- 
chased in  the  past  by  physicians,  and  are  still  being  purchased, 
are  entirely  worthless  for  gynecic  purposes,  the  primary  coil  and. 
core  being  too  small  to  give  a  really  powerful  contracting  primary 
current.  The  dimensions  of  a  proper  sized  coil  are :  Length  of  core 
5^  inches,  thickness  of  the  core,  f  inch,  and  the  primary  coil  should 
contain  120  feet  of  No.  18  insulated  copper  wire,  wound  in  four 
layers  of  windings.  The  resistance  of  this  coil  is  8/10  ohm.  Since 
the  primary  coil  is  made  of  a  short  thick  wire  permitting  of  but  few 
turns  about- the  core,  the  electromotive  force  developed  in  it  is  not 
nearly  so  high  as  in  the  secondary  coil.    Its  nearness  to  the  core 
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results  in  heavy  amperage,  in  comparison  with  the  latter  coil,  how- 
ever, which  is  rendered  greater  by  the  slight  resistance  of  the  short 
thick  wire.  In  the  primary  is  set  a  post  with  a  platinum  pointed 
thumb  screw,  just  touching  a  spring  vibrator  with  a  circular  piece 
of  iron  at  the  end  opposite  the  end  of  the  core.  When  the  current 
flashes  through  the  primary  coil  directly  surrounding  the  iron  core 
the  latter  is  magnetized  and  throws  out  lines  of  force  and  by  mag- 
netic action  the  hammer  of  the  vibrator  is  drawn  toward  the  end  of 
the  core,  which  breaks  the  contact  with  the  vibrator  screw,  and  as 
the  current  ceases  to  flow  through  the  primary  coil,  the  core  loses 
its  magnetism,  allowing  the  spring  to  fly  back  against  the  screw, 
thus  repeatedly  making  and  breaking  the  current. 

The  secondary  coil  must  be  made  of  a  long  fine  wire  if  a  con- 
siderable electromotive  force  is  to  be  developed  for  use  in  producing 
sensitory  and  muscular  sedation.  Currents  from  very  long  wires 
are  best  for  use  in  conditions  of  semi-acute  irritation,  when  rapidly 
successive  inductions  of  high  pressure  and  extremely  small  volume 
only  is  bearable,  and  as  tolerance  is  established,  a  more  distinctly 
contractile  current  will  give  greater  curative  effects ;  hence  an  in- 
strument for  gynecic  use  should  have  several  secondary  coils  of 
different  size  wire  to  slip  over  the  primary  as  required.  The  sec- 
ondary coil  has  no  metallic  connection  with  the  primary,  and  is 
either  wound  on  a  spool  which  is  intended  to  slide  over  the  primary, 
thus  controlling  the  intensity  of  the  current  in  the  secondary  by 
bringing  a  greater  number  of  coils  of  wire  under  the  magnetic  in- 
fluence of  the  primary,  or  the  secondary  may  be  wound  directly  over 
the  primary,  and  the  current  can  be  controlled  by  a  graphite  rheo- 
stat. By  the  use  of  the  latter  method  of  winding,  it  is  possible  to  use 
a  vibrator  at  each  end  of  the  coil.  At  the  left  end  a  vibrator  can  be 
arranged  with  a  sliding  ball  so  as  to  obtain  a  massage  effect,  and  at 
the  right  end  a  so-called  bowstrong  vibrator  which  is  made  with  a 
much  longer  spring  fastened  at  both  ends  with  a  tension  screw 
attached;  with  this  an  immense  number  of  vibrations  can  be  ob- 
tained. According  to  d'Arsonval,  the  highest  stimulation  may  be 
obtained  from  a  suitable  coil  between  3,000  and  4,000  interruptions 
a  minute,  and  that  vibrations  above  3,000  per  minute  are  sedative 
rather  than  stimulating. 

Therapeutic  Uses. — This  current  acts  only  on  nerves  and  mus- 
cles, stimulating  each  into  activity,  or  developing  anaesthetic  effects, 
and  its  use  is  limited  strictly  to  such  conditions  as  exhibit  nervous 
laxity  or  pain.  The  motive  power  for  a  coil  of  this  kind  can  be 
obtained  from  two  or  more  cells  of  any  freshly  made  dry  battery, 
and  which  can  be  replaced  by  others  when  exhausted;  or  by  any 
one  or  two  of  the  numberless  wet  or  acid  cells  in  the  market,  but 
the  fumes  from  them  have  a  tendency  to  corrode  the  metal  parts 
attached  to  the  coil.    To  maintain  a  battery  in  good  running  order 
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attention  should  be  paid,  first,  to  the  cells,  to  recharge  or  replace 
them  at  once  as  soon  as  the  sound  of  the  vibrator  shows  that  the 
cells  are  becoming  exhausted.  This  can  also  be  discovered  by  the 
use  of  a  volt-ammeter — a  very  useful  little  instrument  and  no  larger 
than  an  ordinary  watch.  Second,  all  metallic  connections  between 
the  cells  and  coil  should  be  kept  perfectly  bright  and  free  from  cor- 
rosion and  each  part  should  be  screwed  down  tightly  so  that  perfect 
electrical  connection  can  be  maintained.  Attention  should  also  be 
paid  to  the  platinum  point  on  the  vibrator  screw  and  to  the  small 
disc  of  the  same  metal  on  the  vibrator.  Sparking  between  these  two 
points  will  cause  corrosion  and  thus  retard  the  perfect  flow  of  the 
current.  This  can  be  remedied  by  occasionally  polishing  the  parts 
with  a  small  piece  of  emery  cloth.  Many  of  the  silk-covered  con- 
ducting cords  are  constructed  with  a  number  of  very  fine  copper 
wires  to  conduct  the  current  to  the  patient.  These  after  long  use 
may  become  broken,  so  that  while  the  instrument  may  be  working 
perfectly  no  current  can  be  felt  from  the  coil.  These  must  be 
replaced  with  new  ones,  or  if  the  current  is  not  too  intense  insulated  con- 
ductors of  tinsel  may  be  substituted. 

Galvanism. — Every  perfectly  equipped  office  should  be  sup- 
plied with  some  means  of  treating  patients  with  the  galvanic  current, 
either  from  the  electric  light  main,  if  a  continuous  current  is  pro- 
vided, or  by  using  a  switchboard  with  an  incandescent  lamp  for 
resistance,  a  milliampere  meter  for  measuring  the  current  admin- 
istered to  the  patient,  and  a  graphite  rheostat  to  control  the  strength 
of  the  current.  In  this  way  excellent  work  can  be  done.  The  writer 
of  this  paper  lives  in  a  town  where  only  the  alternating  current  is 
used  for  light  and  power,  and  has  installed  in  his  office  in  daily 
use  a  cabinet  containing  a  marble  plate  on  which  is  placed  a  milliam- 
pere meter,  a  faradic  coil  with  a  massage  and  bowstring  vibrator, 
■switches  used  to  turn  on  and  off",  also  to  reverse  the  current  at  will, 
an  automatic  rheotome.  giving  from  six  to  600  vibrations  per  minute; 
also  a  graphite  rheostat  which  gives  perfect  control  of  the  current. 
The  batteries  used  to  run  the  coil  are  of  the  carbon  cylinder  type 
with  a  rod  of  zinc  in  the  center  and  for  an  exciting  fluid,  a  concen- 
trated solution  of  ammonium  chloride.  These  cells  are  five  in 
number,  and  for  the  galvanic  current  forty  of  the  same  variety  of 
cells  are  used  and  are  placed  on  shelves  in  another  room  thirty 
feet  away.  The  current  is  conducted  to  the  cabinet  by  No.  16 
insulated  copper  wire.  This  battery  demands  but  little  attention, 
and  will  run  from  four  to  six  months  without  replenishing  unless 
one  of  the  zinc  rods  is  eaten  oft",  when,  of  course,  the  current  ceases 
to  flow.  With  this  current  many  of  the  diseases  of  the  female  pelvis 
are  most  successfully  treated,  always  bearing  in  mind  the  action  of 
the  positive  and  negative  pole.  These  two  poles  have  certain  pe- 
culiar properties,  both  physical  and  therapeutical,  in  which  they  are 
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in  diametrical  opposition,  as  the  following  comparative  statement 
will  show : 

Positive  Pole — -  Negative  Pole — 

Oxygen.  Hydrogen. 
Acid.  Alkaline. 
Will  stop  bleeding.  Increases  bleeding. 

Sedative.  Produces  hypersensitiveness. 

Hardens  tissue.  Liquefies  and  disintegrates. 

Is  an  acid  caustic,  and  the  re-    Is  an  alkaline  caustic  and  the  re- 
sultant cicatrix  is  hard  and       sultant  cicatrix  is  soft  and  pli- 
unyielding.  able. 
Is  a  vaso  constrictor.  Is  a  vaso  dilator. 

You  will  observe,  therefore,  that  polarity  in  the  application  of 
the  galvanic  current  means  everything  in  the  treatment  of  disease, 
for  if  the  positive  pole  is  used  where  the  negative  is  indicated  in- 
jury is  sure  to  follow,  and  those  who  use  electricity  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease  must  bear  this  fact  in  mind. 

As  time  is  passing  I  will  mention  only  a  few  conditions  where 
this  current  can  be  used  with-  such  happy  results,  leaving  you  to 
consult  the  works  named  below:  Menorrhagia,  dysmenorrhoea, 
endometritis,  stenosis  of  the  cervix,  ovaritis,  the  removal  of  warts, 
moles,  naevi,  etc.  In  the  male,  stricture  of  the  urethra,  gleet,  en- 
larged prostate,  hydrocele,  orchitis,  etc. 

The  diseases  named  above  are  only  a  few  of  those  that  can 
be  treated  by  electricity. 

I  have  been  requested  to  name  a  few  works  useful  in  this 
study  and  would  mention  the  Electro  Therapeutic  Guide  or  a 
Thousand  Questions  Asked  and  Answered,  by  Homer  Clark  Ben- 
nett; Conservative  Gynecology  and  Electro-Therapeutics,  Massey; 
Electro-Therapeutical  Practice,  Neiswanger;  Medical  Electricity, 
Monell ;  Correct  Technique,  Monell.  A  study  of  a  few  of  these 
works  will  interest  you,  and  will  give  you  an  idea  regarding  the 
treatment  of  disease  by  electric  currents.  I  would  also  mention 
that  Frank  S.  Betz,  of  Hammond,  Ind.,  offers  for  the  small  sum 
of  $2.80,  with  about  sixty  cents  for  postage,  a  correspondence 
course  furnished  by  the  National  College  of  Electro-Therapeutics, 
of  Lima,  O.  This  is  a  complete  course  of  thirty  lessons,  and 
consists  of  over  1,000  pages.  J  feel  sure  that  those  who  will  use 
electricity  as  an  adjunct  in  the  treatment  of  disease  will  be  pleased. 


Cocaine. 

BY  M.  GRANT- MCGINNIS,  M.D. 

Cocaine  is  an  alkaloid  whose  formula  is  C17H21N04; 
it  is  a  colorless,  transparent  prism,  is  odorless  and  has  a  bitter 
taste;  it  is  soluble  in  water  and  alcohol,  but  more  freely  in  ether. 

Cocaine  is  derived  from  the  dried  leaf  of  erythroxylon  coca, 
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which  is  a  small  shrub  growing  on  the  mountains  in  Peru,  Bolivia 
and  Chili,  also  cultivated  in  other  parts' of  South  America. 

It  is  used  in  this  country  by  dentists,  oculists  and  surgeons. 

It  has  been  used  from  a  very  remote  periocf  by  the  South 
American  Indians  and  was  excessively  cultivated  before  the  Span- 
ish Conquest.  The  principal  source  is  from  Jungas,  in  Bolivia. 
These  shrubs  yield  a  crop  three  times  a  year. 

Many  of  the  natives  are  addicted  to  its  use.  The  dried  leaves 
are  chewed  with  a  little  finely-powdered  unslaked  lime  or  the  alka- 
line ashes  of  vegetables.  The  habitue  takes  a  chew  four  times 
daily. 

In  soothing  effect,  it  recalls  tobacco,  but  is  much  more  re- 
markable inasmuch  as  it  lessens  the  desire  for  food,  and  at  the 
same  time  permits  of  much  more  sustained  exertion  without 
fatigue,  even  without  sleep.  Cases  of  intoxication  and 
abuse  are  not  infrequent  even  with  the  leaves.  The 
addiction  to  it  appeals  to  me  rather  singularly  inas- 
much as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  that  the  habitue  in 
the  native  land  can  so  long  indulge  -and  not  become  incapacitated, 
while  the  persons  in  our  midst  are  only  a  few  months  in  the 
bondage  of  this  drug  before  their  mental  conditions  are  so  alarming 
they  must  be  isolated.  It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  many  phy- 
sicians are  victims  of  its  stimulation. 

It  is  first  a  stimulant  and  afterwards  narcotic;  its  long-con- 
tinued use  is  followed  by  insomnia,  decay  of  moral  and  intellec- 
tual powers,  hallucinations  which  terrorize  the  families  of  the 
habitue,  emaciation  and  death.  It  acts  most  rapidly  on  mucous 
tissues.  It  is  used  principally  to  induce  local  anaesthesia  for  pur- 
poses of  surgical  application  and  exploration,  in  a  limited  surface. 
Cocaine  intoxication  is  characterized  by  vertigo,  depression,  nausea, 
difficult  articulation  followed  by  restlessness.  The  alcoholic  habitue 
is  especially  susceptible  to  the  action  of  cocaine. 

In  any  dose  it  is  a  very  dangerous  drug.  Only  two  weeks  ago 
a  patient  of  mine  went  to  a  dentist's  office  by  appointment  and 
was  very  abruptly  and  excitedly  dismissed  as  the  dentist  was 
hurrying  down  the  street  after  a  patient  whom  he  said  had  just  gone 
insane  in  his  office.    My  inference  is  that  it  was  a  cocaine  case. 

Cocaine  is  obtained  from  our  drug  stores  either  with  or  without 
a  doctor's  prescription.  Too  many  doctors  use  it  too  freely  at 
all  times,  and  it  has  become  so  well  known  to  the  laity  that  they 
too  use  it  for  toothache  and  various  discomforts. 

The  persons  for  whom  it  may  be  prescribed  do  not  know  at 
first  how  injurious  the  relief  of  their  discomfort  may  prove  to 
them ;  again  we  often  find  among  our  patients  those  who  will  not 
give  time  to  allow  the  rational  medication  to  relieve  annoying 
conditions;  those  who  will  insist  upon  having  something  to  make 
them  better  at  once.    I  was  told  this  by  one  of  my  patients  not 
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two  weeks  ago.  Well !  Xow  I  am  in  the  habit  of  telling  people 
that  I  prefer  to  do  the  prescribing  if  I  remain  in  charge  of  the 
case ;  but  this  was  one  of  the  times  when  I  did  not  say  everything 
I  thought.  This  woman  would  not  have  believed  that  I  was  doing 
my  best  for  her  or  that  I  knew  how  to  give  her  the  painless  state 
which  she  demanded.  She  having  more  money  than  brains  or 
common  sense  and  perhaps  on  this  account  I  condescended  to  allow 
her  to  have  a  nasal  spray  containing  a  trace  of  cocaine,  but  she 
did  not  know  the  source  of  the  relief,  and  gave  in  tablet  form  1/16 
of  heroin,  neither  of  which  have  I  prescribed  before  in  months. 
More  than  eighteen  months  since  I  treated  a  patient  suffering  from 
both  alcoholism  and  cocainism.  This  case  recovered  very  nicely 
and  for  months  was  perfectly  well  and  was  heard  to  remark  several 
times  that  he  had  no  more  desire  for  any  of  the  stuff  than  he  had 
for  ink.  However,  some  months  after  treatment  he  went  to  a 
specialist  for  a  nasal  examination ;  the  specialist,  a  professor  in 
one  of  our  prominent  schools,  used  cocaine  freely  that  he  might 
make  the  needed  exploration,  and  this  without  asking  the  man 
whether  he  had  ever  used  the  drug  or  not.  Had  he  known  that  the 
patient  had  been  a  former  victim  of  Coapland  &  Blair's  catarrh 
treatment,  which  treatment  he  took  every  morning  on  the  way  to 
his  business,  the  man  would  not  have  relapsed ;  after  a  few  days  of 
cocaining  he  then  took  whiskey.  These  habitues  say  that  cocaine 
always  demands  whiskey.  More  consideration  is  due  our  patients 
and  more  attention  paid  to  their  weaknesses. 

The  daily  papers  give  reports  to-day  of  minors  who  are  buying 
wholesale  quantities  of  cocaine  and  snuffing  it  when  they  can  con- 
gregate in  out-of-the-way  places.  One  boy  sixteen  years  of  age  and 
a  younger  one  were  only  lately  reported  as  being  addicted. 

What  can  be  done  with  these  cases?    And  the  cause  of  them? 

Doctors,  I  did  not  choose  the  subject  of  cocaine  to-night  to 
tell  you  any  new  discovery  of  its  use,  but  rather  to  emphasize  the 
many,  many  abuses  of  it. 

New  York  City. 

Treatment  of  Dysentery. 

BY  FRANK  WEBB,  M.D. 

Read  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medical 
Association. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  sometimes  very  obstinate  disease,  the 
physicians  of  our  school  of  medicine  excel.  I  know  that  the  tendency 
of  this  day  is  to  use  as  few  remedies  as  possible  and  to  rely  on  those 
pharmaceutical  compounds  that  are  known  as  astringents.  Now 
while  I  do  not  claim  to  dispen-e  with  the  use  of  this  class  of  agents, 
vet  on  the  whole  I  will  say  that  I  make  very  little  use  of  them  and 
never  primarilv  as  an  astringent,  but  as  the  indicated  remedy. 


192 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


Before  I  give  any  treatment  I  wish  to  impress  this  point  on 
all  of  you  gentlemen  that  it  is  to  our  advantage  to  be  careful  to 
take  not  only  the  temperature  of  the  mouth,  but  also  of  the  rectum. 
]  always  carry  two  thermometers  in  my  pocket  for  this  very  reason, 
and  I  think  many  times  that  if  this  precaution  will  be  observed  you 
will  have  fewer  fatalities  and,  to  say  the  least,  you  will  have  quicker 
recoveries. 

When  I  am  called  to  a  case  of  dysentery,  the  first  thing  I  do  is  ' 
to  give  the  patient  a  high  enema.  I  do  this  myself  and  do  it  thor- 
oughly, so  that  I  flush  out  not  only  the  colon,  but  the  whole  intes- 
tinal tract.  I  use  for  this  generally  an  enema  of  warm  water  with 
asepsin  2  gr.  to  one  ounce  of  water.  Now  every  physician  can  read- 
ily see  why  I  do  this,  for  as  long  as  we  provide  a  bed  for  fermen- 
tation we  are  sure  to  have  the  accompanying  bacteria,  which  in  these 
cases  is  the  very  thing  that  we  wish  to  get  rid  of.  After  I  clean  out 
the  intestine  I  have  an  enema  thrown  into  the  bowels  of  echafolta 
I  oz.  to  one  pint  of  water,  twice  a  day,  and  in  two  cases  I  had  to 
resort  to  a  solution  of  picratol  to  keep  the  ulcers  from  perforating 
the  intestines.  Of  course,  we  are  all  familiar  with  the  starch  enema, 
which  is  good  and  should  always  be  kept  in  mind,  but  you  will 
find  that  the  above  treatment  will  be  much  more  efficacious. 

I  will  explain  now  why  I  always  take  the  temperature  of  the 
mouth  and  rectum.  If  you  have  a  case  where  the  temperature  of 
the  mouth  is  not  as  high  as  the  accompanying  thirst  would  warrant, 
you  will  always  find  the  rectal  temperature  from  two  to  four  degrees 
higher,  and  these  are  the  cases  we  are  very  certain  have  gone  on 
to  ulceration,  and  to  my  mind  these  are  the  cases  that  usually  prove 
fatal. 

Now  as  to  the  medical  treatment.  In  all  cases  we  find  the  in- 
crease in  temperature,  and  as  one  of  the  best  men  that  the  medical 
profession  ever  had  has  said,  that  the  treatment  of  an  inflamma- 
tion in  one  part  required  the  identical  treatment  that  would  be  used 
for  general  inflammation.  I  am  one  of  the  firm  believers  in  the  use 
of  aconite  in  all  such  cases.  I  think  of  all  the  remedies  that 
are  termed  sedatives  aconite  acts  the  quickest  and  best ;  of  course, 
we  should  be  careful  in  our  use  of  such  an  energetic  drug,  and  not 
be  tempted  to  use  a  large  dose  that  we  might  think  required  for 
the  high  range  of  temperature,  for  I  can  say  this  from  a  wide  expe- 
rience from  treating  many  cases,  that  the  dose  of  3  drops  to  4  oz. 
of  water  is  much  more  effective  than  the  larger  dose,  and  we  will 
never  have  a  bad  result  as  far  as  the  heart  is  concerned.  With  the 
colicky  pains  that  resemble  cramps,  of  course,  we  would  resort  to 
dioscorea.  I  know  (and  I  think  that  you  older  physicians  will  bear 
me  out  in  this)  that  there  is  no  drug  in  the  materia  medica  equal 
to  dioscorea  in  any  colic  that  is  of  a  crampy  character.  For  those 
cases  that  have  spasmodic  constrictive  pains  with  tenesmus,  there  is 
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nothing  equal  to  colocynth ;  now  this  is  another  energetic  drug  of 
which  the  dose  must  be  small.  When  cases  come  into  our  hands 
with  marked  typhoid  indications,  we  should  not  overlook  baptisia. 
Sometimes  we  can  administer  a  few  doses  of  podophyllin  to  marked 
advantage,  especially  if  the  veins  are  full  and  there  is  a  marked 
feeling  of  bloat  across  the  abdomen.  I  believe  in  giving  the  small 
dose  in  these  cases,  of  -§  gr.  every  two  hours  until  bile  appears  in 
the  stools,  and  then  stop.  I  cured  one  very  obstinate  case  that  had 
been  given  up  by  another  physician,  by  the  use  of  enemas  and  the 
use  of  podophyllin  alone.  There  is  one  of  our  specific  medicines 
that  I  wish  to  speak  of,  and  that  is  echinacea.  We  can  readily  see 
how  that  would  be  indicated  in  all  such  cases,  for  above  all  other 
agents  it  has  been  proven  without  a  doubt  the  best  corrective  of  a 
depraved  state  of  the  fluids  of  the  body  which  we  possess.  This 
drug  should  be  administered  in  liberal  doses,  as  it  is  not  in  the  least 
poisonous.  Geranium  I  make  use  of  largely  in  these  cases,  not  so 
much  as  an  astringent  as  an  anti-hemorrhagic ;  of  course,  if  you  are 
to  rely  on  a  drug  to  act  as  an  astringent,  we  possess  in  geranium 
an  ideal  one,  especially  where  there  are  copious  evacuations,  but  in 
no  case  should  it  be  employed  until  after  the  stage  of  active  inflam- 
mation has  been  passed.  Of  the  use  of  ipecac  I  do  not  think  it  at 
all  necessary  to  speak,  as  all  of  you  physicians  are  familiar  with 
the  indications  in  these  cases.  Sometimes  we  are  driven  to  the  use 
of  an  astringent,  and  then  we  should  always  think  of  specific  medi- 
cine mangifera  ind.,  especially  in  the  cases  where  the  stools  con- 
tain much  mucus.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  this  agent,  as  1 
think  it  is  the  best  and  safest  astringent  we  possess.  Once  in  a 
while  we  come  across  a  case  where  there  will  be  a  livid  or  purplish- 
appearance  of  the  skin,  indicating  ailanthus  gland.,  about  30  drops 
in  4  oz.  of  water,  and  you  will  save  many  lives  with  it. 

In  dysentery  of  children  I  have  very  excellent  results  from  the 
use  of  homeopathic  mother  tincture  of  cuphea  viscosissima,  where 
the  stools  are  small,  frequent  and  bloody,  about  5  drops  in  4  oz.  of 
water,  a  teaspoonful  according  to  the  severity  of  the  case.  After 
I  have  the  case  well  in  hand  I  sometimes  use  an  intestinal  anti- 
septic in  the  shape  of  one  of  the  bismuth  preparations,  called  bis- 
muth beta  naphthol  comp.,  one  5-gr.  tablet  every  four  hours. 

But  to  sum  it  all  up,  we  in  these  cases,  as  all  others,  must  be 
guided  by  the  specific  indications,  and  then  we  are  sure  to  never 
?;o  wrong  in  the  administration  of  our  remedies. 

I  will  give  again  the  remedies  I  find  to  be  most  useful :  Aconite, 
baptisia,  colocynth,  dioscorea,  echinacea,  epilobium,  ipecac,  geranium, 
mangifera,  and  I  might  say  lactic  acid,  where  the  discharges  are 
green,  streaked  with  blood,  cuphea,  and  where  the  evacuations  are, 
as  the  patient  describes  it  to  you,  as  if  it  came  with  a  gush,  veratrum 
album.    Of  course,  we  have  to  resort  to  other  measures  sometimes, 
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and  then  we  may  look  up  our  indications  for  acchilea,  carbo  veg., 
glycerole  of  gallic  acid,  hydrastis,  euonymus,  chionanthus,  and,  in 
one  case,  chelidonium  indications  developed. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  say  this,  always  see  that  your  patients  are 
put  on  a  proper  diet  and  that  their  surroundings  are  perfectly  sani- 
tary. I  will  repeat,  first  clean  out  the  large  intestine,  and  then 
use  the  indicated  remedy.  You  will  not  have  your  cases  run  for 
two  or  three  weeks,  and  I  believe  you  will  not  have  many  fatal  cases. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Hour-Glass  Contraction. 

BY  O.  H.  ROHDE,  M.D. 

Read  at  the  fifteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Kings  County  Eclectic 
Medical  Society,  February  12,  1908. 

In  obstetrical  practice  many  conditions  arise  that  call  for  seri- 
ous attention ;  they  confront  the  physician  in  all  stages  of  labor. 
Hour-glass  contraction  usually  occurs  prior  to,  during  or  after 
placental  delivery.  Three  cases  came  to  my  notice  during  the 
past  year,  one  a  multipara  and  two  primipara.  As  the  various 
works  on  obstetrics  do  not  give  any  information  on  hour-glass 
contraction,  or  if  they  do  embody  it  under  the  head  of  uterine 
contraction,  I  deemed  it  of  interest  to  briefly  mention  the  apparent 
causes,  incidents  and  results.  The  uterus  is  made  up  of  several 
coats,  mucous,  muscular  and  serous;  of  these  the  muscular  contains 
three  different  strata  of  unstriped  fibers  to  give  proper  compression 
in  labor.  It  is  the  "stratum  vasculare"  or  middle  circular  tissue  that, 
contracting  suddenly,  causes  the  difficulty. 

In  the  case  of  Airs.  S.,  a  multipara,  aged  34,  I  found  nervous  irri- 
tation had  retained  the  cervix,  firm,  unyielding  and  with  a  knife- 
like edge ;  pains  were  excessive ;  on  evacuating  the  bladder  and 
rectum  and  the  application  of  heat  she  obtained  relief,  but  the  cervix 
did  not  yield.  Gelsemium  and  Pulsatilla  aa.  min.  v.  in  hot  water 
were  given  half-hourly.  This  allowed  the  head  to  descend,  the 
cervix  relaxing.  The  sac  was  ruptured,  labor  progressed  and  the 
child  was  delivered.  The  uterus  at  once  contracted  and  the  same 
medication  continued.  Relaxation  followed  and  the  placenta  was 
removed  by  torsion.  A  rather  severe  hemorrhage  ensued ;  the  uterus 
was  quickly  tamponed,  after  which  attention  was  given  to  the  child. 
On  re-examining  the  patient  I  found  hour-glass  contraction  had  set 
in,  holding  a  ball  of  clots  above  the  constriction,  and  the  tampons 
and  clots  below.  The  organ  was  rigid  and  gave  great  pain.  Chloro- 
form was  administered  and  an  injection  of  ergotole  made.  The  abdo- 
men was  massaged,  and  finding  the  uterus  relaxing  I  removed  tam- 
pons and  clots  and  gave  hot  douche  of  lysol  solution.  As  the  heart 
was  strong,  I  gave  an  injection  of  morphine  sulphate  atropia  sul- 
phate 1/100,  which  gave  relief;  the  flow  was  still  strong.  Tampons 
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were  again  inserted,  legs  elevated,  bandage  applied  and  the  patient 
left  to  rest.  Several  hours  later  the  tampons  were  removed,  the 
patient  was  douched  and  found  to  be  progressing  nicely.  In  this 
case  no  ergot  was  used  until  the  tampons  were  removed,  and  then 
only  as  follows :  I>  Vib.  pruni-opulus,  tinct.  cinnamon  aa.  3i  and  fluid 
extract  ergot  oss.,  H2O  §iv.  Dose,  one  teaspoon  every  two  hours. 

The  second  case,  Mrs.  D.,  a  primapara,  German,  aged  22,  was 
after  tedious  labor,  delivered  with  forceps.  In  this  case  the  cervix 
instead  of  being  hard,  thin  and  unyielding,  was  thick  and  patulous ; 
the  bladder  and  rectum  were  evacuated  and  hot  cloths  applied  to 
vagina,  back  and  abdomen.  Lobelia  oiss.  and  caulophyllum  oss.  with 
macrotys  oiss.  were  used  in  infusion  with  little  effect  during  intervals 
of  pain.  The  heart  failing,  due  to  chronic  weakness,  strychnine  nit. 
1-40  was  given  hypodermically,  also  an  infusion  of  whiskey  and 
dioscorea  to  relieve  colicky  pains.  The  forceps  were  applied  and 
delivery  accomplished.  Noticing  that  the  abdomen  was  swelling  I 
suspected  hemorrhage  and  hastened  to  deliver  the  placenta,  which 
proved  to  be  adherent.  On  exploring  the  cavity  for  secundines  the 
uterus  suddenly  contracted  in  the  middle,  holding  the  hand  as  in  a 
vise,  making  it  difficult  to  withdraw.  A  severe  flooding  followed ; 
the  cavity  was  at  once  tamponed,  the  legs  elevated  and  a  hypo,  of 
ergotole  given  into  both  buttocks ;  also  a  hypo,  of  whiskey  and 
strychnine  sulp.  over  both  breasts,  and  a  hot  infusion  of  tinct.  cinna- 
mon 3ss.,  tinct.  capsici  m.  x.,  viburn.  pruni.  oii.  The  delivery 
occurred  at  6.30  A.  M.  and  at  8.30  A.  M.  the  hour-glass  contraction 
was  still  noticeable.  The  tampons  were  carefully  removed,  but  a 
profuse  flow  following,  fresh  ones  were  inserted.  Another  hypo,  of 
ergotole  given,  and  when  re-examined  at  12.30  P.  M.  the  patient 
was  found  very  comfortable.  The  tampons  were  again  removed 
and  a  strong  saline  solution  used  in  vaginal  canal.  She  made  a  good 
recovery. 

The  third  case,  Mrs.  K.,  a  primipara,  aged  19.  Labor  com- 
menced at  5  P.  M.  At  9  P.  M.  nothing  unusual  was  noted,  except, 
that  when  the  uterus  contracted  there  was  simply  a  feeling  of 
pressure.  This  continued  at  half-hour  intervals.  At  11  P.  M.  I 
found  a  heavy  cervical  ring,  a  narrow  vaginal  outlet,  the  child  high, 
though  the  mouth  of  the  cervix  was  very  low.  During  contraction 
of  the  uterus  the  cervix  dilated  to  a  thin  edge  and  when  pain  ceased 
at  once  thickened  and  contracted.  She  was  given  lobelia  oi.,  gelse- 
mium  oss.,  H2O  §iv.,  one  dram  half-hourly.  At  5  A.  M.  after  all 
other  means  employed  to  aid  delivery  had  failed,  and  the  patient 
being  weak,  forceps  were  applied  and  delivery  accomplished.  By 
manipulating  the  fundus  the  placenta  came  down  a  little,  then  a 
spasm  shook  the  patient,  severe  pain  was  felt  and  the  placenta 
drawn  back  and  held  fast ;  as  it  filled  the  cavity  there  was  little 
flow.  A  hot  infusion  was  given  :  B  Hyoscyamus  min.  xx.,  dioscorea 
oss.  and  a  hypo,  of  whiskey  oss..  gelsemium  min.  x.    An  hour  later 
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on  examination  the  contracting  ring  had  relaxed ;  manipulation  was 
resorted  to  and  the  placenta  came  down  aided  by  careful  torsion. 
A  saline  douche  was  given,  as  a  rather  strong  flow  followed.  The 
patient  was  bandaged  and  allowed  to  rest.  She  made  a  good  recov- 
ery. 

To  briefly  mention  treatment  I  find  that  a  thin,  knife-edge 
cervix  responds  to  gelsemium.  If  nervous  add  Pulsatilla  in  small 
doses.  If  cervix  is  heavy,  patulous  yet  soft,  use  lobelia  oiss., 
H2O  giv.,  or  if  colicky  and  vomiting  combine  with  dioscorea  min. 
xx.  If  patient  is  supersensitive,  alert,  restless,  nervous,  cannot 
be  touched,  use  hyoscyamus  oss.,  pulsatilla  oss.,  morphine  sulp.  J 
and  tinct.  cactus  grand,  5i,  H2O  §iv,  and  good  results  will  follow. 
If  birth  is  dry  give  tartar  emet.  gr.  1-10  half-hourly  for  five  doses 
or  more,  if  well  borne,  and  lubrication  of  mucous  tissues  will 
follow. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


-Materia  JMedica  and  Therapeutics 

EDITED  BY 

JOHN   WILLIAM   FYFE,  M.  D. 
Short  Irticlei  giving  definite  indications  for  remedies  are  solicited,  and  may  be  sent  to  Dr.  J.  W.  PYFE,  Saugatnck,  Ct 


The  Third  Row  in  My  Medicine  Case. 


NO.    VII.     KALI    SULPHURICUM  POTASSIUM  SULPHATE. 

The  sulphate  of  potassium  often  constitutes  a  remedy  of  de- 
cided usefulness.  An  eminent  investigator  of  drugs  says  that  it 
is  the  function  remedy  of  the  epidermis  and  of  the  epithelium,  and 
that  a  deficiency  of  this  salt  causes  a  yellow  slimy  deposit  on  the 
tongue,  decidedly  yellow  or  greenish  discharges,  secretions  of  watery 
matter  from  the  mucous  surfaces,  and  epithelial  or  epidermal  desqua- 
mation. It  is  believed  that  the  yellowness  is  due  to  fatty  degeneration 
of  inflammatory  products  and  of  effete  epithelium.  It  is  especially 
indicated  in  all  abnormal  conditions  caused  by  retrocession  of  eruptions. 

Kali  sulphuricum  has  been  employed  with  marked  advantage  in 
rheumatic  arthritis,  especially  where  the  pains  settle  in  one  joint  and 
then  in  another,  and  in  rheumatic  fever  it  is  deemed  a  remedy  of 
curative  power. 

"In  wandering,  shifting  muscular  pains  of  a  rheumatic  or  neu- 
ralgic character,  worse  in  the  evenings  or  heated  rooms,  and  in  cases 
of  long  standing  rheumatism  with  debility  and  soreness  of  muscles, 
this  remedy  sometimes  works  wonders." — (Kinnett.) 

In  bronchial  asthma,  with  yellow  expectoration,  the  sulphate  of 
potassium  has  been  employed  with  very  satisfactory  results,  and  in 
bronchitis  when  the  expectoration  is  distinctly  yellow,  watery  and 
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profuse,  or  when  it  is  greenish,  slimy  and  watery,  this  drug  exerts 
a  needed  influence.  It  is  also  an  efficient  remedy  in  diarrhea  when 
the  stools  are  yellow,  slimy,  watery  or  purulent,  and  the  tongue  has 
a  yellow  coating,  especially  at  its  root,  as  well  as  when  the  dis- 
charges are  black,  thin  and  offensive. 

In  affections  of  the  eyes  indications  for  kali  sulphuricum  are 
often  seen.  In  cases  in  which  the  eyelids  are  covered  with  yellow 
crusts,  or  in  which  there  is  a  discharge  of  yellow  or  greenish  mat- 
ter, with  purulent  slime,  or  yellow,  watery  secretions,  it  constitutes 
a  remedial  agent  of  corrective  power.  In  opthalmia  neonatorum, 
especially  when  there  is  a  thin  yellow  or  sanious  discharge,  with 
closely  adherent  membrane  on  the  palpebral  conjunctiva,  it  has  often 
been  employed  with  curative  effect,  and  in  some  cases  it  has  proved 
useful  after  other  approved  remedies  have  failed.  It  is  also  deemed 
an  agent  of  merit  in  abscesses  of  the  cornea,  and  especially  so  in 
cases  of  pus  in  the  anterior  chamber. 

Kali  sulphuricum  constitutes  a  medicament  of  great  value  in 
chronic  catarrh  of  the  stomach,  especially  when  the  tongue  is  covered 
with  a  yellow  coating,  and  in  dyspepsia,  when  the  tongue  has  a 
yellow  coating  and  there  is  a  sensation  of  pressure  as  of  a  load 
and  fullness  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  its  action  is  curative  in  its 
direction.  It  is  also  useful  in  cases  of  indigestion  characterized  by 
a  gathering  of  water  in  the  mouth. 

"Kali  sulphuricum  is  a  very  good  remedy  in  chronic  catarrh 
of  the  stomach  where  the  tongue  is  slimy  and  coated  yellow.  In  all 
these  cases  where  the  water  accumulates  in  the  mouth,  natrium  muri- 
aticum  should  be  prescribed  with  it.  Pain  that  commences  in  the 
stomach  and  wanders  through  the  intestines  and  finally  settles  in 
the  right  hip  just  above  the  crest  of  the  ilium,  will  be  relieved  by 
this  remedy." — (Palmer.) 

In  jaundice  caused  by  gastric  catarrh  it  exerts  a  needed  influ- 
ence, and  in  scarlet  fever  when  there  are  discharges  of  foul  ichorous 
pus  from  the  ears,  or  fetid  discharges  from  any  of  the  mucous 
surfaces,  its  corrective  action  is  unmistakable.  In  gleet  and  old  cases 
of  gonorrhea  it  has  been  used  with  marked  success,  and  in  leucorrhea 
when  the  discharge  is  yellow,  greenish,  slimy  or  watery,  the  sulphate 
of  potassium  is  deemed  a  remedy  of  superior  merit.  It  is  also  useful 
in  pathological  conditions  which  sometimes  follow  scarlatina,  and 
especially  when  the  urine  is  albuminous. 

In  the  eruptive  diseases,  when  the  eruption  is  suppressed,  or 
suddenly  recedes,  and  there  is  a  harsh  and  dry  skin,  kali  sulph.  has 
often  acted  correctively. 

In  metrorrhagia,  or  when  the  menses  are  too  late  and  too 
scanty,  with  weight  and  fullness  in  the  abdomen,  accompanied  by 
headache  and  a  yellow-coated  tongue,  kali  sulphuricum  is  often  em- 
ployed with  more  than  ordinary  success.    Tuberculous  ulcers,  with 
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continuous  oozing-  of  pus  and  lymph,  are  often  much  improved  by 
the  use  of  this  drug. 

In  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  especially  when  loose  yellow  rat- 
tling phlegm,  or  watery  mucus,  is  coughed  up,  the  sulphate  of  potas- 
sium exercises  a  most  desirable  influence,  and  in  rattling  cough  ac- 
companied by  a  suffocative  sensation,  its  action  is  relieving  in  character. 

A  further  study  of  the  sulphate  of  potassium  is  likely  to  develop 
some  valuable  specific  indications,  and  the  following,  taken  from 
Fyfe's  Materia  Medica,  suggest  the  lines  along  which  such  study 
should  be  pursued :  "Yellow  coating  on  the  tongue ;  diarrhea  when 
the  discharges  are  yellow,  greenish  and  slimy ;  menses  tardy  and 
scanty,  with  a  feeling  of  weight  and  fullness  in  the  abdomen  and  a 
yellowish  coating  on  the  tongue ;  bronchial  asthma,  with  yellow  ex- 
pectoration ;  bronchitis,  when  the  expectoration  is  distinctly  yellow, 
greenish,  slimy  or  watery  and  profuse ;  catarrhal  cough,  with  free 
yellowish  expectoration ;  intermittent  fever,  with  yellow,  slimy  coated 
tongue ;  eczema,  when  the  discharge  is  yellow,  greenish  and  watery ; 
burning  or  itching  papular  eruption ;  tuberculous  ulcers,  with  a  con- 
tinuous oozing  of  yellow  pus  and  lymph." 

The  dose  of  the  third  trituration  of  the  sulphate  of  potassium 
is  from  two  to  five  grains,  but  in  most  cases  the  best  results  from 
its  administration  can  be  obtained  by  prescribing  the  drug  as  fol- 
lows :  R  kali  sulphuricum,  3X,  gr.  xx.  to  3i. ;  water,  §iv.  Teaspoonful 
every  hour. 


New  Remedy  for  Rabies. 

The  lay  press  of  this  city  recently  contained  in  substance  the 
following  in  regard  to  the  much  lauded  sheep  serum  : 

"Dr.  George  Gibier  Rambaud,  president  of  the  New  York  Pas- 
teur Institute,  has  returned  from  Paris  with  the  new  sheep  serum 
and  fresh  virus  cure  for  hydrophobia,  which,  the  director  of  the  insti- 
tute believes,  will  revolutionize  the  practice  of  curing  sufferers  from 
rabies.  The  director  brought  enough  of  the  compound  serum  with 
him  to  last  several  weeks,  or  until  a  fresh  supply  can  be  obtained 
from  Paris.  Dr.  Auguste  Marie,  head  of  the  institute  in  Paris,  had 
treated  more  than  three  hundred  cases  without  the  loss  of  a  life.  The 
doctor  said  that  it  is  not  a  cure,  for  rabies,  being  a  decay  of  the  brain, 
can  never  be  cured,  but  if  injected  within  a  few  days  after  the  patient 
is  bitten,  there  is  every  hope  of  a  speedy  recovery. 

"Give  it  time  to  produce  immunity  before  the  rabies  germs  have 
had  time  to  multiply  and  reach  the  nervous  centers  and  the  patient 
is  saved.  With  the  old  Pasteur  .treatment  full  immunity  is  not 
reached  until  nearly  five  weeks  after  the  first  injection,  the  treat- 
ment requiring  a  minimum  of  eighteen  days.  Now  in  cases  of 
severe  bites  on  the  face  the  case  may  develop  in  three  weeks  or 
even  less. 
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"The  magic  remedy  consists  of  serum  produced  from  sheep  im- 
munized against  rabies,  mixed  with  certain  proportions  of  the  fresh 
virus  of  rabies.  Two  injections  are  sufficient  to  immunize  rapidly 
a  dog  against  rabies,  an  immunity  that  will  continue  a  year. 

'Tn  cases  of  rabies  the  new  treatment  has  proved  efficient  even 
in  four  or  five  days." 


Libradol  for  Cracked  Heels. 

Dr.  C.  Picket,  of  Dunning,  Nebraska,  says  that  libradol  will  cure 
a  condition  which  he  calls  "cracked  heel,"  and  which  he  describes 
as  follows : 

"After  a  few  days  there  appears  a  crack  in  the  skin  in  what 
we  might  call  the  corner  of  the  heel.  Inflammation  now  follows 
until  the  one  who  suffers  describes  it  as  feeling  like  a  severe  burn, 
especially  at  night.  The  writer  has  quite  an  experience  in  this  line, 
for  he,  like  most  other  doctors,  lets  anything  run  on  until  it  becomes 
unbearable.  The  crack  seldom  exceeds  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in 
length,  is  not  wide  but  deep,  and  is  as  red  as  fire,  the  borders  par- 
taking of  the  same  red  color.  This  condition  will  not  yield  to  any 
application  in  common  use,  such  as  a  wet  pack  or  elm-bark  or  flax- 
seed poultice.  AYe  went  the  rounds,  the  pain  still  increasing  until 
it  was  suggested  that  libradol  be  used  as  an  application.  For  a  short 
time  the  pain  increased  and  decreasingly  continued  for  about  one 
hour,  then  it  disappeared,  and  in  a  few  minutes  thereafter  we  were 
sleeping  as  sweetly  as  a  babe.  The  libradol  was  left  on  for  four 
days,  being  renewed  once  a  day  until  the  parts  were  white  and  free 
from  redness  and  pain.  Since  that  we  have  treated  several  patients 
afflicted  in  the  same  way.  and  in  each  case  with  success.  To  every 
physician  we  would  say,  libradol  will  cure  cracked  heel,  if  properly 
applied  and  kept  on  the  parts  until  it  has  effected  the  cure  —  say 
three  or  four  days." 


Intestinal  Wrongs. 

In  treating  the  various  forms  of  summer  intestinal  wrongs  it 
will  be  well  to  remember  the  glycerin  compound  (equal  parts  of 
castor  oil  and  glycerin).  It  never  does  any  harm,  and  in  many  cases 
exerts  ^a  saving  influence.  It  is  good  practice  to  administer  one  or 
two  teaspoonfuls  of  the  compound  every  morning,  while  making  your 
daily  visit,  as  you  are  then  sure  that  your  little  patient  receives 
the  medicament. 

A  few  years  ago  we  had  an  epidemic  of  dysentery  in  my  town, 
and  thirty  of  the  cases  came  under  my  care,  every  one  of  whom 
made  a  good  recovery  within  a  reasonable  time.  The  only  remedies 
employed  were  glycerin  compound,  calcined  magnesia,  aconite,  ipecac 
and  subnitrate  of  bismuth.  In  every  case  at  least  one  dose  of  the 
glycerin  comp.  was  administered  by  myself.    This  cleaning  process 
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in  some  cases  was  followed  with  aconite  and  ipecac,  and  in  others 
with  ipecac  alone.  In  some  cases  the  glycerin  comp.  was  followed 
with  magnesia  and  bismuth,  and  in  others  with  bismuth  alone. 

In  the  treatment  of  these  cases  we  do  not  need  a  large  number 
of  drugs,  but  great  care  must  be  given  to  the  selection  of  the  needed 
remedial  agent.  Last  summer  I  successfully  treated  ten  cases  of 
cholera  infantum  with  glyconda  alone.  It  exerts  a  prompt  and  cor- 
rective influence  in  all  of  the  varied  forms  of  summer  complaint. 


Staphisagria. 

In  an  instructive  article  on  this  well-known  Eclectic  drug,  Dr. 
Fin  ley  Ellingwood  in  part  says  : 

'Tn  chronic  gleet  I  have  been  enabled  to  do  more  in  the  com- 
plete cure  of  the  cases  with  this  remedy  than  with  any  other  single 
remedy,  having  succeeded  nicely  even  in  very  protracted  cases.  It 
is  not  ordinarily  advised  in  the  acute  stages  of  inflammation  of  the 
prostate,  but  in  cases  of  subacute  or  chronic  enlargement  with  chronic 
irritation  it  is  useful,  especially  if  combined  with  saw-palmetto.  I 
have  certainly  found  these  two  remedies  to  work  very  nicely  together. 

"In  urinary  irritation,  common  to.  old  men  with  prostatic  en- 
largement, with  frequent  desire  to  urinate,  it  overcomes  the  desire 
and  the  subsequent  tenesmus,  producing  a  sensation  of  restored  tone. 
This  result  will  occur  if  there  is  any  inflammation  of  the  bladder, 
provided  it  is  combined  with  thuja  or  with  chimaphila. 

"There  is  a  class  of  these  stubborn  conditions  that  will  yield 
to  a  combination  of  these  three  remedies,  with  perhaps  the  addition 
of  gelsemium  or  cimicifuga  if  the  nerves  are  involved,  and  will  induce 
results  most  highly  satisfactory. 

"In  the  treatment  of  certain  forms  of  impotency  I  give  this 
remedy  with  saw-palmetto  and  avena.  It  increases  sexual  power 
when  imperfect  and  arrests  excessive  prostatic  discharges.  It  is  a 
remedy  for  nervous  excitement  and  nervous  irritability  which  de- 
pends upon  sexual  irritation  or  upon  any  disease  of  the  genito-urinary 
organs.  It  should  be  given  for  certain  forms  of  mental  depression 
which  occur  in  conjunction  with  hysteria  or  hypochondriasis,  espe- 
cially if  accompanied  with  violent  outbursts  of  passion." 


Dr.  Webster,  of  Oakland,  Cal.,  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Journal,, 
says  that  we  have  few  remedies  that  will  compare  with  berberis 
aquifolium  as  a  general  tonic  and  stomachic.  He  believes  if  any- 
thing will  create  an  appetite  after  complications  have  been  removed, 
this  remedy  will. 

Send  for  catalogue  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York.  George  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  president  of  the 
Faculty. 
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Society  ^Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Chicago  in  June,  1909. 
John  K.  Scudder,  M.D.,  president;  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  Albany, 
March,  1909.    D.  E.  Ensign,  M.D.,  president;    E.  H.  King,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Borden,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin 
Howes,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C.  A.  Tyrrell, 
M.D.,  president;    H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary.  ■ 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
H.  Stoesser,  M.D.,  president;   M.  B.  Pearlstien,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.    A.  Blaustein,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday 
of  each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
Street.  Electa  A.  Brown,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D., 
secretary. 


New  England  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

The  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  above  association  was 
opened  in  the  Cheshire  House,  Keene,  N.  H.,  by  Vice-President 
S.  E.  W.  Page,  M.  D.,  Wednesday,  May  27,  1908. 

The  report  of  the  secretary.  S.  A.  Abbott,  M.D.,  was  read  and 
accepted,  and  that  of  the  treasurer,  H.  Reny,  M.D.,  showed  all  bills 
paid  and  a  handsome  balance  in  the  treasury. 

After  the  transaction  of  routine  business  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
extended  to  Dr.  F.  W.  Abbott  for  his  work  on  the  annual  announce- 
ment. 

An  interesting  clinic  was  presented  by  Dr.  L.  C.  P.  Massicotte, 
after  which  the  following  essays  were  read  and  discussed:  Specific 
Medication  in  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear,  by  Dr.  H.  Reny;  My 
Experience  with  Hyocine,  Morphine  and  Cactine  Compound,  by  Dr. 
J.  T.  Tonks;  Fractures  and  Dislocations,  by  Dr.  L.  C.  P.  Massi- 
cotte ;  The  New  Doctrines,  by  Dr.  Alexander  Wilder;  Contagion  and 
Its  Carriers,  by  Dr.  S.  B.  Munn;  Sanitary  Science  and  Public  Hy- 
giene, by  H.  N.  Waite ;  How  to  Treat  Pneumonia  Successfully,  by 
Dr.  M.  C.  Croppner;  The  Automobile  as  an  Aid  to  Health,  by  Dr.  C. 
G.  Percival. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  Boston,  Mass.,  June  2  and  3, 
1909. 


Maine  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

The  second  day's  session  of  the  forty-third  annual  meeting  of 
the  Maine  Eclectic  Medical  Society  adjourned  from  Preble  House, 
Portland,  May  26,  1908,  was  opened  in  Cheshire  House,  Keene,  N. 
H.,  at  7  P.  M.,  Wednesday,  May  27,  by  President  Sylvina  Apphia 
Abbott,  Sc.D.,  M.D.,  Taunton,  Mass. 

The  reports  of  the  secretary,  treasurer  and  various  committees 
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showing  the  society  fairly  prosperous  were  read  and  accepted. 

The  following  officers  were  elected :  President,  Edward  Palmer, 
M.  D.  Ripley;  vice-president,  George  Albert  Weeks,  M.  D.,  Rich- 
mond; recording  secretary,  Sylvina  Apphia  Abbott,  Sc.D.,  M.D., 
Taunton,  Mass.;  corresponding  secretary,  Josiah  Lister  Wright, 
M.D.,  Durham;  treasurer,  Algernon  Fossett,  M.D.,  Portland;  coun- 
cilors, Drs.  Josiah  Lister  Wright ,  Frederick  Wallace  Abbott, 
Henry  Reny. 

The  society  adjourned  at  8  P.  M.,  to  visit  the  Xew  England 
Eclectic  Medical  Association,  the  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of 
which  was  then  and  there  held. 

The  next  meeting  (forty-fourth  annual)  will  be  at  Preble 
House,  Portland,  May  26,  1909. 

Sylvina  Apphia  Abbott.  M.D.,  Sec. 


^elections 

The  Liver  in  Gout. 

BY  DR.  G.  VAURV. 

Translated  from  Revue  de  Pharmacologic  Medicale,  November,  1907,  where 
a  resume  o*  Dr.  Vaury's  thesis  was  published. 

In  England,  where  gout  is  so  common,  the  relation  of  this 

disease  to  affections  of  the  liver  was  first  recognized.    "Gout/'  said 

Murchison,  "like  diabetes,  is  the  result  of  a  functional  disturbance 

of  the  liver."    In  France,  Baltier-Boissiere  and  Trousseau  adopted 

this  theory.    Charcot  said  that  certain  functional  lesions  of  the  liver 

produced   lithaemia   and  consequently   gout,   if   conditions  were 

favorable. 

These  theories  have  gradually  taken  shape  and  become  more 
clear  in  the  light  of  the  new  knowledge  of  the  physiology  of  the 
liver.  It  was  especially  the  works  of  Gilbert  and  Lereboullet  which 
perfected  considerably  our  knowledge  of  the  pathology  and  treat- 
ment of  diseases  of  the  liver.  The  writer,  one  of  their  students, 
took  up  the  study  of  the  liver  in  gout,  and  made  it  the  subject  of 
his  thesis,  of  which  the  following  is  a  summary : 

He  reports,  first,  seven  typical  cases  of  gout,  occurring  in  the 
course  of  chronic  jaundice.  He  then  shows  that  any  of  the  diseases 
which  are  complicated  by  biliary  lesions  may  be  accompanied  by 
gout. 

Chronic  hypertrophic  biliary  cirrhosis,  especially,  may  give 
rise  to  gout.  Gall-stones  are  frequently  associated  with  gouty 
symptoms  and  most  authors  agree  that  they  are  closely  connected 
with  gout.  Thus  Senac  found  that  in  166  cases  of  gall-stones,  95 
had  gouty  histories,  either  personal  or  in  their  families.  The 
statistics  of  Bouchard  agree  with  those  of  Senac. 

Patients  with  simple  cholaemia,  which  attacks  members  of  the 
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same  family,  are  very  frequently  gouty,  as  has  been  shown  by 
numerous  observations,  especially  by  Gilbert  and  Lereboullet.  There- 
fore, the  presence  of  gout  in  the  course  of  diseases  of  the  liver  is  very 
frequent.  Conversely,  we  must  show  that  lesions  of  the  liver  frequently 
exist  in  gouty  persons. 

Clinically,  this  can  easily  be  demonstrated.  Thus,  in  gouty 
persons  there  is  frequently  a  pain  over  the  liver,  either  acute  or  dull 
in  character,  and  often  accompanied  by  tumefaction.  Usually  the 
latter  precedes  an  attack  of  gout  and  disappears  with  this  attack, 
jaundice  may  also  appear  as  a  premonitory  sign  of  a  gouty  attack 
and  this  seems  to  indicate  that  the  trouble  in  the  liver  is  primary 
and  is  the  cause  rather  than  the  effect  of  the  attack.  In  other  cases, 
the  jaundice  appears  after  the  attack  of  gout,  and  in  still  others, 
the  jaundice  alternates  with  the  attacks  of  gout.  Sometimes  this 
jaundice  is  accompanied  by  pain  and  swelling  over  the  liver;  at 
other  times,  it  exists  independently  of  these.  It  varies  in  intensity 
&nd  at  times  is  very  severe.  It  may  be  mild,  and  the  urine  may 
contain  biliary  pigment.  Urobilin  has  been  found  almost  con- 
stantly in  the  urine  of  gouty  persons  during  acute  attacks  of  gout. 
This  proves  that  there  is  cholaemia  in  these  cases.  We  know 
that  the  presence  of  urobilin  is  by  no  means  an  index  of  hepatic 
insufficiency,  since  Gilbert  and  Herscher  have  established  the  renal 
origin  of  urobilin.  In  cases  of  true  jaundice,  the  cholaemia  having 
become  too  intense,  the  biliary  pigments  pass  through  the  kidney 
without  having  been  transformed  into  urobilin  and  choluria  results. 

Changes  in  the  color  of  the  faeces  which  testify  to  a  disturbance 
in  the  biliary  function  precede  frequently  an  attack  of  gout.  The 
passage  of  colorless  or  of  darkly  colored  faeces  often  precedes  an 
attack  of  gout.  Often  the  decolorization  precedes  the  passage  of 
dark  faecal  material.  The  decolorization  of  faeces  before  an  attack 
of  gout  has  been  noted  by  a  number  of  authors  and  is  often  accom- 
panied by  constipation,  due  to  a  change  in  the  secretion  of  bile 
(Turck).' 

Vomiting  of  bilious  material  may  also  appear,  showing  an 
overproduction  of  bile.  Glycosuria  has  been  often  noted  in  gouty 
persons.  It  is  characterized  by  an  intermittence  and  by  a  ^mall 
amount  of  sugar  without  any  polyuria.  The  appearance  of  a 
glycosuria  in  a  gouty  person  must  lead  us  to  suspect  immediately 
that  his  liver  is  out  of  order,  and  this  is  not  astonishing  when  we 
reflect  how  frequent  are  hepatic  disorders  in  gouty  individuals  and 
what  a  prominent  role  the  liver  plays  in  the  formation  of  uric 
acid.  The  prognosis  of  this  glycosuria,  according  to  Rendu,  is 
favorable.  The  glycosuria  improves  or  disappears  as  the  function 
of  the  liver  may  be  restored.  But  in  the  long  run,  the  hepatic 
disorder  may  become  worse  and  the  glycosuria  may  turn  into  a 
true  diabetes  with  permanent  hypertrophy  of  the  liver. 
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The  disturbances  in  the  urinary  function  which  are  so  frequent 
in  gout  also  constitute  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  hepatic  theory 
in  gout.  We  know  that  urea  is  largely  formed  in  the  liver  and 
that  in  most  gouty  persons  urea  is  diminished.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  amount  of  uric  acid  is  greater  than  normal  and  often  an 
increase  of  uric  acid  is  coincident  with  a  swelling  of  the  liver.  This 
is  a  point  particularly  emphasized  by  Charcot. 

We  may  add  that  Kionka  has  noted  that  glycocoll  is  present 
in  excess  in  the  urine  of  gouty  persons.  It  is  very  probable,  there- 
fore, that  glycocoll  is  formed  in  the  liver,  and  it  is  interesting  to 
note  the  relation  between  the  overproduction  of  glycocoll  in  the 
urine  in  gout  and  the  disturbances  of  the  biliary  function  in  this 
disease.  Whatever  may  be  the  clinical  explanation  of  these 
various  disturbances  of  nitrogenous  excretion  in  gout,  the  liver 
seems  to  be  the  cause  of  all  of  them.  The  writer,  therefore,  believes 
that,  just  as  diabetes  is  due  to  some  trouble  in  the  elaboration  of 
sugars  as  the  result  of  changes  in  the  hepatic  function,  so  gout  is 
due  to  a  disturbance  in  the  metabolism  of  proteids  which  originates 
in  a  functional  disturbance  of  the  liver. 

Finally,  an  important  argument  in  favor  of  the  hepatic  theory 
of  gout  is  obtained  from  therapeutics.  Even  when  gouty  persons 
do  not  present  any  hepatic  symptoms,  it  is  remarkable  that  most 
drugs  which  have  been  found  efficient  in  gout  act  powerfully  upon 
the  liver,  although  the  physician  does  not  necessarily  direct  his 
treatment  against  this  organ. 

Thus,  colchicum  increases  the  biliary  secretion  (Rutherford, 
Payton)  and  produces  bile-colored  stools.  Sodium  salicylate,  ac- 
cording to  Stadelmann,  possesses  a  pronounced  cholagogue  action. 
Most  of  the  numerous  drastics  employed  in  gout  are  also  chola- 
gogues,  as  has  ^been  noted  by  Kionka.  The  saline  purgatives,  the 
effects  of  which  are  often  valuable  in  gout,  attract  by  exosmosis  the 
serous  elements  of  the  blood,  thus  producing  a  sort  of  serous  de- 
pletion of  the  portal  system.  In  the  same  way,  the  good  results 
obtained  by  the  ancients  in  gout,  after  applying  leeches  to  the  anus, 
were  undoubtedly  due  to  a  diminution  in  the  portal  hypertension. 

Therapeutic  Deductions.— The  above  is  a  summary  of  the  re- 
markable thesis  of  Dr.  Vaury.  It  behooves  us  now  to  apply  the 
teachings  which  it  brings  to  the  treatment  of  gout.  In  managing  an 
attack  of  gout,  we  must:  (i)  Secure  a  good  function  of  the  liver; 
(2)  combat  the  painful  symptoms  of  gout,  and  (3)  favor  the 
elimination  of  uric  acid. 

In  order  to  assure  a  good  action  of  the  liver,  we  should,  in  the 
first  place,  prescribe  a  rigid  diet,  composed  chiefly  of  skimmed  mlik 
and  vegetable  purees.  In  the  intervals  between  the  attacks,  a  less 
rigid  diet  can  be  ordered.  For  stimulating  the  function  of  the 
liver  and  at  the  same  time  relieving  portal  hypertension,  no  drug  is 
better  than  cascara,  which  acts  both  as  a  cholagogue  and  as  a 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


205 


laxative,  and  also  secures  intestinal  antisepsis  and  diminishes  auto- 
intoxication. 

We  have  seen  what  important  role  colchicum  and  the  salicy- 
lates play  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  liver.  This  is  the  same 
as  saying  that  these  drugs  are  indicated  in  attacks  of  gout,  inas- 
much as  they  have  the  happy  faculty  of  relieving  pain  and  swelling 
at  the  same  time  that  they  act  upon  the  liver.  Besides,  Fauvel  has 
shown  that  salicylates  in  sufficient  doses  seem  to  act  by  accelerating 
excretion  and  promoting  the  elimination  of  a  part  of  the  uric  acid 
normally  contained  in  our  tissues. 

Colchicum  and  the  salicylates  are  combined  and  carefully  dosed 
in  colchi-sal,  of  which  each  capsule  contains  J  of  a  milligramme  of 
pure  colchisin  in  a  very  valuable  and  efficient  form. 

Let  us  now  sum  up  the  treatment  of  gout  in  a  few  lines,  basing 
our  therapeutic  methods  upon  the  latest  conceptions  of  the  origin 
of  this  disease. 

Acute  Gout. — Diet  of  skimmed  milk.  Saline  purgatives ;  in- 
ternally, colchi-sal,  from  4  to  12  capsules  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Locally,  betul-ol  (oleo-salicylate  of  methyl  and  chloromenthol). 

Chronic  Gout.  —  A  moderate  vegetarian  diet  and  effervescing 
piperazine  (Midy),  from  one  to  three  measures  daily.  The  latter 
stimulates  the  action  of  the  liver  and  acts  as  a  solvent  for  uric  acid. 


When  to  Clean  the  Teeth. 

If  the  teeth  are  to  get  but  one  thorough  cleansing  during  the 
day,  just  before  retiring  is  the  best  time  to  give  it  to  them,  as 
there  are  six  or  eight  hours  during  sleep  that  the  salivary  glands 
are  inactive,  and  fatty  and  starchy  foods  that  may  be  lodged 
between  and  around  the  teeth  are  bathed  in  saliva,  a  partial  diges- 
tive fluid,  undergo  decomposition,  forming  acids  which  act  more 
or  less  readily  on  the  tooth  structure  at  the  time  of  its  formation. 
The  salivary  glands  not  active  during  sleep,  acids  are  not  diluted, 
as  during  day ;  a  free  flow  of  saliva  prevents  to  a  great  degree  the 
deleterious  effects  of  acids  thus  formed. — Medical  Summary. 


Appendicitis  and  Simple  Living. 

Dr.  Senn  attributes  the  comparative  immunity  of  the  South 
Sea  Islanders  from  attacks  of  appendicitis  principally  to  their  diet, 
which  is  laxative,  easily  digested  and  not  liable  to  cause  fermenta- 
tion in  the  gastro-intestinal  canal.  Appendicitis  does  occur  in  these 
islands,  but  this  disease  is  extremely  rare  as  compared  with  the 
frequency  with  which  it  is  met  in  Europe,  and  more  especially  in 
the  United  States.  The  Americans  are  the  most  injudicious  and 
reckless  eaters  in  the  world,  which  goes  far  in  explaining  the  prev- 
alence of  gastric  and  intestinal  disorders  among  our  people. — 
Medical  Standard. 
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Factors  in  Disease. 

Let  us  admit  from  the  beginning  that  in  the  cure  of  the  sick 
many  influences  must  be  considered : 

1.  The  natural  history  of  morbid  processes. 

2.  The  recuperative  energies  of  the  organism. 

3.  The  favorable  agencies  of  hygiene. 

4.  The  power  of  personal  magnetism  in  the  practician. 

5.  Suggestion  and  auto-suggestion. 

6.  Faith. 

7.  Courage. 

8.  Drugs. 

The  problem  which  faces  every  fair-minded  man  is  to  appor- 
tion to  each  of  these  influences  its  due  weight. — Prof.  F.  B.  Percy, 
New  England  Medical  Gazette. 


Pulsatilla. 

BY  FIX  LEY  ELLIXGWOOD,  M.D..  EDITOR  ELLINGWOOd's  THERAPEUTIST, 

CHICAGO,  ILL. 

It  is  consistent  with  my  own  observation,  and  I  believe  with 
that  of  other  physicians  who  have  used  Pulsatilla,  that  the  physio- 
logic action  of  the  remedy  has  not  been  of  material  benefit  in  assist- 
ing us  to  determine  its  precise  therapeutic  action.  This  knowledge 
has  been  obtained  by  close  clinical  observation.  However,  in  its 
influence  upon  the  stomach  there  may  be  an  exception  to  this  state- 
ment, as,  in  full  doses,  it  produces  results  which  have  guided  us 
somewhat  in  the  adaptation  of  the  remedy.  It  produces  tingling, 
a  sensation  of  heat  or  burning  and  of  rawness.  These  sensations 
are  followed  by  increased  acidity  and  by  a  persistent,  unpleasant 
taste. 

The  remedy  is  one  in  which  the  homeopathists  believe  that  the 
psychic  conditions  have  much  to  do  in  indicating  its  use.  They 
claim  that  it  is  indicated  when  the  patient  is  in  deep  melancholy 
and  anticipates  death,  where  there  is  fearfulness  with  anticipation 
of  calamity,  or  fear  of  trouble  and  general  foreboding.  These  symp- 
toms are  apt  to  be  present  in  hysterical  patients,  and  these,  espe- 
cially blonds,  are  believed  to  be  more  readily  influenced  by  this 
remedy. 

The  remedy  is  of  especial  efficacy  when  the  existing  disorders 
of  the  reproductive  organs  are  a  cause  of  anxiety.  This  brings 
within  its  field  spermatorrhea  in  the  male  and  amenorrhea  in  the 
female ;  also  quite  a  variety  of  other  diseases  of  the  reproductive 
organs. 

Its  influence  seems  to  be  especially  directed  to  that  process  of 
the  sympathetic  nervous  system  which  influences  these  organs.  It 
increases  their  tone  and  functional  power  and  overcomes  imperfect, 
deficient  or  irregular  action  in  the  functional  operation  of  these 
organs.    This  is  especially  true  of  uterine  disorders  which  induce 
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melancholia  and  hysteria.  It  seems  to  have  an  apparent  antispas- 
modic or  nerve-soothing  influence  in  this  class  of  cases  which  ren- 
ders it  valuable  if  there  are  hysterical  manifestations  and  if  there 
be  general  nerve  irritation  or  a  tendency  to  convulsions  without 
acute  inflammation  or  fever. 

I  have  used  the  remedy  with  better  results  in  amenorrhea  than 
in  any  other  class  of  troubles.  Ten  drops  of  a  good  preparation  in 
four  ounces  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  administered  every  one,  two  or 
three  hours,  will  prove  of  service  in  quite  a  large  number  of  cases 
in  which  there  is  the  so-called  nervousness. 

If  there  is  irregular  menstruation,  or  if  the  flow  is  very  scanty 
or  accompanied  with  some  pain  or  an  increased  degree  of  nervous 
irritation,  it  will  promote  a  normal  and  regular  flow,  and  will  assist 
in  abating  the  nervous  phenomena.  It  has  been  given  where  there 
were  excessive  leucorrheal  discharges,  especially  those  attended  with 
pain  in  the  loins  and  weariness,  with  the  general  depression  of 
spirits  above  mentioned,  and  a  general  deranged  condition  of  the 
nervous  system. 

These  cases  are  benefited  by  larger  doses.  Five  drops  of  a 
good  tincture,  administered  three  times  a  day  for  a  couple  of  weeks, 
will  be  beneficial.  Where  the  pulse  is  feeble  and  the  capillary  circu- 
lation is  imperfect,  or  where  the  extremities  are  cold,  or  where  there 
is  a  general  relaxation  of  the  muscular  system  or  accompanying 
nervous  exhaustion,  this  remedy  should  be  given  in  conjunction 
with  other  nerve  tonics  or  with  remedies  which  are  plainly  indi- 
cated. 

During  pregnancy  which  is  accompanied  with  nervous  irrita- 
bility, especially  if  there  is  general  muscular  relaxation  and  much 
lack  of  tone,  the  remedy  should  be  given,,  but  may  be  combined  or 
alternated  with  cimicifuga  if  the  indications  are  present.  It  assists 
the  latter  in  conducing  to  a  normal  and  easy  labor. 

There  are  many  physicians  who  have  come  to  depend  upon  this 
remedy  for  conditions  not  usually  known  to  be  benefited  by  it. 
Among  these  are  bronchial  and  pulmonary  irritation,  bronchial 
asthma,  eruptive  fevers,  and  especially  in  measles,  where  the  erup- 
tions produce  excessive  irritation  of  the  nasal  passages  and  of  the 
throat  and  the  bronchial  tubes. 

In  regard  to  the  influence  of  this  remedy  on  the  stomach,  I 
find  that  in  my  Materia  Medica  I  refer  to  its  use  by  Doctor  Huff- 
man, in  a  patient  suffering  from  chronic  catarrh  of  the  stomach.  He 
gave  it  because  it  was  directly  indicated  by  the  mental  symptoms 
that  were  present,  and  with  it  he  cured  the  catarrhal  conditions  com- 
pletely. The  .tongue  was  heavily  coated,  and  the  coat  was  of  a 
pronounced  brown  color  in  the  center.  The  tip  and  edges  were 
red,  and  there  was  a  persistent  gastric  irritation.  There  was  a  sen- 
sation of  fullness  when  anything  was  taken  into  the  stomach  and 
pain  always  after  eating.    Occasionally  there  was  vomiting  at  the 
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meals,  with  a  large  quantity  of  mucus,  which  was  intensely  acid  in 
its  reaction  and  produced  the  usual  acrid,  burning  sensation.  Pulsa- 
tilla was  given  in  doses  of  from  eight  to  twenty  minims.  Later 
echinacea  was  combined  with  it  and  the  cure  was  complete,  but  as 
echinacea  is  not  markedly  curative  in  these  cases  the  beneficial 
results  could  well  be  ascribed  to  the  Pulsatilla. — The  Medical 
Council. 

Items 


The  East  was  represented  at  the  National  by  Drs.  Glenn, 
State  College,,  Pennsylvania;  Dr.  J.  M.  Mulholland,  Pittston,  Pa.; 
Dr.  Hans  Harris  and  Dr.  George  W.  Boskowitz,  New  York  City. 


The  president  had  a  fine  bodyguard  in  Doctors  Munk  and 
Welbourne,  who,  with  the  president,  represented  the  Far  West. 


Our  good  friend,  Prof.  John  LTri  Lloyd,  emeritus  professor  of 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  was  at  the 
meeting  and  delivered  a  special  address  on  Eclectic  preparations 
and  the  national  pure  food  and  drugs  law.  It  was  historical  in 
character  and  intensely  interesting. 

We  were  glad  to  see  Ellingwood  back  in  the  harness.  He  has 
fine  working  capacity;  we  must  keep  him  busy. 


The  entire  Chicago  delegation  looked  happy,  and  on  speaking 
terms.    Bennett,  first,  last  and  all  the  time  is  their  watchword. 


A  correction.  Will  you  kindly  have  the  following  corrections 
made  in  a  forthcoming  Review,  viz.,  on  page  160,  title  of  paper  should 
read.  Scabious  instead  of  Scabions.  In  like  manner  on  second  and 
eighth  lines  of  page  161  and  on  fifth  line  page  162.  Also  correct 
on  line  6,  page  162,  author's  name:  It  should  read  "PifFard  in  his 
treatise,"  etc.   

The  frequent,  urgent  desire  to  urinate  in  old  men,  with  some 
mucus  discharge,  is  relieved  by  a  teaspoonful  of  sanmetto  every 
three  or  four  hours. 


Dr.  M.  B.  MacDermott  announces  his  removal  to  338  West 
46th  street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  avenues,  New  York. 

Where  hysteria  is  the  result  of  uterine  troubles,  aletris  cordial, 
rio  combined  with  celerina,  is  an  excellent  remedy. 


"Lobelia.    Is  it  a  vegetable  antitoxin?"  was  the  title  of  a  paper 
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read  by  Dr.  E.  Jentzsch,  of  Chiago,  at  the  National  meeting.  The 
suggestions  in  this  paper  are  so  valuable  that  we  will  reprint  it  in 
the  August  number  of  the  Review. 


Bausch  &  Lomb,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  announce  the  death  on 
June  30,  of  Henry  Lomb.  one  of  the  founders  of  the  company.  His 
long  life  of  almost  eighty  years  was  nobly  spent  in  the  service 
of  his  fellowmen.   

Puberty. 

At  this  time  the  administration  of  a  proper  remedy  can  go  a 
long  way  toward  establishing  normal  functioning  of  the  reproduc- 
tive systems  of  girls  approaching  maturity.  Hayden's  viburnum 
compound  exerts  a  beneficial  influence  upon  the  nervous  and  repro- 
ductive system,  and  if  administered  just  prior  to  the  initial  cata- 
menia,  its  antispasmodic  and  tonic  action  will  be  found  of  particular 
advantage.   

Dr.  Hugh  Helbing  sailed  for  Europe  July  6.  He  expects  to 
return  about  September  15.   

'W.  G.  F.  Baetz,  M.D.,  formerly  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
college  laboratory,  has  accepted  the  position  of  surgeon  on  the  Aus- 
trian-American steamship  Columbia.  The  trip  will  take  about  sixty 
days,  and  the  Columbia  will  visit  Spain,  Italy,  Greece  and  Austria. 


New  York  was  honored  at  the  National  by  the  election  of  its 
fair-haired  boy  as  vice-president. 

The  doctors  from  State  College  looked  happy,  and  were  evident- 
ly pleased  with  the  stereopticon  review  of  last  year's  trip. 


"They  say"  that  the  health  officer  from  Pittston,  Pa.,  is  think- 
ing seriously  of  locating  at  Quincy,  111.  Quincy's  attractions  must 
be  weighty.   

Professor  John  Uri  Lloyd  and  family,  together  with  Drs.  Munk 
and  Welbourne,  of  California,  left  us  at  Kansas  City  to  start  on  their 
trip  through  the  deserts  of  Arizona. 


"Papa"  was  very  much  pleased  when  the  telegram  from  the 
"boys"  was  read  at  the  National. 


Chicago  promises  us  the  best  entertainment  that  we  have  had 
in  years  for  next  year's  meeting. 


Book  reviews  have  been  crowded  from  this  number,  and  will 
appear  in  the  August  number. 


vii. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Normal  Tinctures 

9  # 

Their  Evolution 
and  Manufacture 

In  1870  the  late  William  S.  Merrell,  A.M.,  M.D., 
gave  to  Professor  John  M.  Scudder  the  pharma- 
ceutical data  contained  in  his  book  called  Specific 
Medication.  At  that  time  the  fluid  medicines  of  the 
Eclectic  school  were  known  as  Essential  Tinctures 
— preparations  which  were  certainly  in  advance  of 
the  times.  Gradually,  from  this  beginning,  the 
ethical  and  scientifically  correct  Normal  Tinctures 
were  developed. 

Upon  the  label  is  expressed  the  relation  which 
the  finished  Normal  Tincture  bears  to  the  crude 
drug  from  which  it  is  obtained.  PURITY,  CLEAN- 
LINESS and  EFFICIENCY  are  their  leading  char- 
acteristics. A  trial  in  practice  will  convince  any 
observant  medical  man  that  they  stand  pre-eminent 
in  all  those  qualities  so  essential  to  the  success  of 
the  physician.  The  labels  are  especially  designed 
to  aid  physicians  in  prescribing  according  to  specific 
indications.  The  dose,  frequency  of  administration 
and  direct  indications  are  upon  each  bottle.  How- 
ever, the  dose  of  a  remedy,  within  certain  limits, 
and  the  frequency  of  its  administration,  are  often 
questions  which  the  physician  must  decide,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment  and  experience. 


The  WrrL  S*  Merrell  Chemical  Co* 

Home  Offices  and  Laboratories : 
CINCINNATI 

Branches:   New  York  and  San  Francisco. 
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The  College. 

The  college  will  open  early  in  September,  and  already  we  have 
registered  many  students  from  Greater  New  York. 

From  the  state,  and  New  England,  where  we  are  constantly  hav- 
ing calls  for  Eclectic  physicians,  we  would  like  to  see  more  activity. 

If  our  doctors  will  persistently  look  for  students  and  send  us  the 
names  of  the  high  school  graduates  in  their  town,  we  will  send  them 
our  catalogue  and  place  before  them  the  advantages  of  our  practise. 

G.  W.  T. 


College  Management. 

We  have  had  a  number  of  letters  from  friends  of  the  school  ask- 
ing us  to  announce  through  the  Review  Doctor  Boskowitz's  successor 
as  dean  of  the  college,  or  the  names  of  the  present  active  managers  of 
college  affairs. 

The  faculty,  through  its  officers,  is  in  charge :  President,  G.  W. 
Thompson ;  secretary,  John  T.  Sibley,  and  registrar,  H.  Harris.  They 
have  all  been  connected  with  the  work  of  the  school  for  some  time 
and  are  very  thoroughly  acquainted  with  every  detail  of  the  manage- 
ment. 


Prevalence  of  Syphilis. 

In  an  article  written  by  Dr.  L.  D.  Bulkley,  of  this  city,  some 
startling  statements  are  made  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  syphilis. 
He  truthfully  says  that  the  loathsome  disease  is  much  more  common 
than  is  generally  known,  and  adds  that  not  less  than  twelve  per  cent, 
of  all  skin  diseases  result  from  syphilis.  It  is  not  necessarily  a  ven- 
ereal disease  among  women,  for,  according  to  the  doctor's  statement, 
not  less  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  all  cases  occurring  in  married  women 
result  from  infection  by  their  husbands.  If  this  is  true,  it  certainly 
constitutes  a  very  strong  argument  in  favor  of  a  law  requiring  a  thor- 
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ough  examination  of  all  prospective  bridegrooms  previous  to  the 
granting  of  marriage  licenses.  Dr.  Bulkley  says  that  syphilis  in  its 
early  stage  is  very  contagious,  and  that  in  neglected  cases  contagion 
exists  for  many  years.  He  thinks  it  is  often  ignored  through  ignor- 
ance, neglected  through  negligence,  and  the  importance  not  sufficiently 
realized  by  the  laity  and  medical  profession  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  disease.  Although  a  rebellious  disease  when  not  carefully  treated, 
if  properly  managed  he  regards  it  as  quite  tractable — when  treated 
for  a  sufficient  length  of  time.  In  his  management  of  syphilis  Dr. 
Bulkley  treats  the  patient  as  well  as  the  disease.  This  is  good  Eclectic 
doctrine.  T.  W.  F. 


Tabes  Dorsalis. 

The  recent  mention  of  several  cases  of  the  above-named  disease 
has  served  to  call  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  while  the  classical 
symptoms  have  not  developed  in  the  preataxic  stage,  any  of  them  may 
appear  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  disease.  In  referring  to  the 
above-mentioned  cases  the  editor  of  the  Medical  Record  forcibly 
suggests  that  great  care  should  be  exercised  in  the  diagnosis  of  all 
obscure  cases.  Indistinctness  of  vision,  primary  optic  atrophy,  auditory 
symptoms  and  vertigo  are  suggestive  indications  of  the  beginning  of 
tabes  dorsalis.  There  may  be  a  sluggish  pupil  before  it  becomes  fixed, 
and  a  lessened  knee-jerk  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  symptoms  of  the 
abnormal  condition.  In  suspicious  cases  paresthesia,  hyperesthesia, 
analgesia  and  anesthesia  should  be  thoughtfully  considered.  Vesical 
wrongs,  such  as  sudden  vomiting  without  apparent  cause,  bladder 
retention  or  incontinence,  should  never  be  overlooked,  and  impotence 
and  cardiac  disturbances,  as  well  as  laryngeal  abnormalities,  should 
be  regarded  as  signs  of  the  greatest  significance.  J.  W.  F. 


Narcomania. 

While  it  goes  without  saying  that  a  man  who  never  takes  a  first 
glass  of  whiskey  or  other  soul-destroying  stuff,  cannot  possibly  become 
a  narcomaniac,  many  able  modern  writers  regard  addiction  to  alcohol 
as  an  inherited  disease.  The  editor  of  the  Illinois  Medical  Bulletin, 
however,  looks  upon  the  alcohol  and  other  easily  formed  drug  habits  in 
a  different  light.  He  thinks  that  narcomania  is  more  probably  a  symp- 
tom, and  says  that  victims  of  congenital  heart  disease,  gouty,  tuber- 
culous or  rheumatic  dyscrasias,  after  taking  a  first  glass  of  whiskey 
soon  form  the  whiskey  habit,  and  that  the  opium  or  cocaine  habit  is 
then  easily  added.  The  will  may  battle  against  alcohol,  but  not  against 
morphine  or  cocaine;  the  victim  must  be  helped.  Good  results  may 
follow  careful  diagnosis  of  the  fundamental  physical  condition  and 
treatment  directed  to  its  removal.  Physicians  should,  therefore, 
regard  narcomaniacs  in  the  same  spirit  as  thev  do  other  sick  people. 

J.  W.  F. 
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Lobelia  in  Diptheria. 

I  hope  the  Review  family  will  read  carefully  Doctor  Jentzsch's 
article  on  lobelia  printed  in  this  number.  A  clinical  fact,  reported  by 
a  careful  observer  of  the  action  of  a  drug  on  a  sick  man,  is  always  of 
value,  and,  with  me,  carries  much  more  weight  than  the  laboratory 
report  of  the  action  of  a  drug  on  a  well  rabbit  or  guinea  pig. 

This  article  also  brings  before  us  in  a  most  forcible  manner  the 
thought  of  the  value  of  our  vegetable  remedies  by  hypodermic  use. 
A  few  months  ago  Dr.  Frank  Webb,  of  Connecticut,  reported  his  suc- 
cess with  the  use  of  echinacea  used  hypodermically.  Experiments 
along  these  lines  might  bring  to  light  much  of  value. 

Lobelia  inflata,  the  remedy  for  the  use  of  which  the  pioneers 
suffered  and  were  abused,  has  proved  itself  valuable  in  a  host  of  diffi- 
culties, and  if  this  experience  of  Dr.  Jentzsch's  can  be  verified  by  our 
practitioners  generally  this  abused  drug  will  become  the  greatest  boon 
to  humanity. 

Original  Articles  j 

Tetanus  or  Lockjaw — Indications  and  Treatment. 

BY   P.    J.    STOUFFER,  M.D. 

Read  at  the  1908  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Eclectic  Medical 
Society. 

Tetanus  may  be  caused  by  injury  in  the  tissues  of  any  portion 
of  the  body,  and  particularly  of  the  tendons  or  muscles,,  made  either  by 
puncture,  incision  or  laceration ;  that  is,  by  pricking,  cutting  or  tearing. 
In  hot  weather  and  warm  climates  lacerated  wounds  of  the  muscular 
parts  at  uf  near  any  of  the  concentration  often  prove  a  source  of  this 
horrible  disease.  It  may  occur  after  amputations  and  other  operations, 
from  dislocations,  fractures,  bruises,  and  various  other  injuries.  The 
slightest  injury  is  just  as  likely  to  cause  tetanus  as  the  greatest;  and 
the  further  the  injury  is  from  the  spinal  cord  the  more  likely  it  is 
to  produce  this  disease.  The  smallest  wounds  seem  to  be  the  most 
dangerous,  as  from  the  scratch  of  a  briar,  pin  or  splinter;  a  puncture 
caused  by  running  a  nail,  needle,  metal  of  any  kind,  thorn,  piece  of 
glass,  in  the  foot  or  hand. 

Symptoms. — Generally  from  three  to  ten  days  elapse  from  the  time 
injury  is  received  before  an  attack  or  any  prominent  indications  may 
appear,  and  the  wound  often  heals  up  nicely  before  the  disease  mani- 
fests itself. 

First  to  be  noticed  will  be  a  sore,  bruised,  stiff  feeling  which 
extends  from  the  place  of  injury  to  the  spinal  cord,  and  it  may  be 
felt  in  the  back  to  some  extent.  Usually  the  approach  of  this  disease 
is  marked  by  chills  and  stiffness  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  mouth 
and  throat;  increasing,  the  subject  finds  it  impossible  to 
turn  his  head  without  turning  the  body,  and  cannot  open  the  mouth 
or  swallow  without  great  effort  and  pain.    Soon  the  disease  develops 
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in  the  form  of  intense  aching  contraction  of  the  different  groups  of 
muscles,  the  pain  darts  through  the  body  to  the  injured  part;  accom- 
panied with  a  feeling  of  almost  unbearable  tension  and  pressure. 
Lasting  for  a  few  minutes,  gradually  ceasing,  but  an  unnatural  rigidity 
and  stiffness  of  the  body  remains,  not  even  being  relaxed  after  the 
paroxysm  has  abated,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  other  convulsive  affec- 
tions. 

The  subject  may  rest  moderately  free  for  an  hour  or  two  at  first, 
but  these  paroxysms  gradually  become  more  frequent,  until  at  last  they 
are  but  a  moment  or  two  apart,  or  one  spasm  may  follow  another  in 
quick  lightning-like  succession.  Breathing  is  quick  and  hard;  pulse 
faint,  slow,  and  very  irregular.  The  face  is  sometimes  pale,  but 
usually  flushed ;  a  sign  of  deepest  distress  will  be  depicted  on  the 
countenance,  swallowing  is  performed  with  the  greatest  difficulty  and 
frequently  induces  a  renewal  of  the  spasms.  In  the  last  stage  of  this 
disease  the  spasms  are  almost  constant,  and  hardly  allow  a  moment's 
cessation.  Usually  the  posterior  muscles  are  most  affected,  and  in  the 
last  stage  the  spine  will  be  so  bent  as  to  bring  the  subject's  head  and 
heels  together.  In  many  cases  the  spasms  are  so  violent  that  it  will 
be  almost  impossible  to  keep  the  subject  in  bed;  fracture  of  the  bones 
has  occurred  from  the  violent  muscular  contractions.  Frequently 
the  mouth  is  opened  and  closed  with  great  force  by  the  maxillary 
muscles,  and  the  tongue  having  a  tendency  to  protrude  between  the 
teeth  by  the  convulsive  effort,  may  be  fearfully  bruised  and  bitten. 

The  countenance  has  a  very  peculiar  expression,  the  eyes 
appear  fixed  and  watery,  the  nostrils  are  drawn  upwards,  and  the 
cheeks  back  toward  the  ears  so  tight  that  great  difficulty  will  be  ex- 
perienced in  administering  medicine  by  way  of  the  mouth,  in  which 
case  it  may  sometimes  be  advisable  to  administer  it  by  way  of  rectum. 

Diagnosis. — A  stiffness  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck  and  of  the  jaw, 
with  difficulty  experienced  in  swallowing  should  always  cause  alarm 
after  an  injury,  especially  when  not  accompanied  with  a  disease  of  the 
throat,  or  cold.  If  the  symptoms  are  recognized  at  this  time,  and  the 
proper  treatment  given,  the  disease  can  easily  be  overcome,  therefore 
it  is  highly  important  to  take  cognizance  of  the  symptoms  at  its  in- 
ception. 

Treatment. — If  the  diagnosis  proves  to  be  tetanus,  immediately 
give  an  emetic,  and  place  the  subject  in  a  recumbent  position.  I  have 
found  the  following  to  be  very  efficient :  make  an  infusion  of  lobelia 
herb,  four  ounces ;  boneset,  one  ounce ;  capsicum,  one  ounce ;  water, 
five  pints;  steep  for  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes.  Dose — Three-fourths 
of  a  teacupful  every  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes,  continue  until  it  pro- 
duces complete  relaxation,  and  free  diaphoresis.  As  soon  as  this  is 
accomplished  give  epsom  salts  or  the  old  antibilious  physic,  to  obtain 
prompt,  free  evacuations ;  this  should  be  followed  and  continued  by 
Lloyd's  specific  tincture  gelsemium,  2  drams ;  Lloyd's  specific  tincture 
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echinacea,  2  drams ;  Lloyd's  specific  tincture  Scutellaria,  1  dram ;  water, 
6  ounces.  Mix.  Dose,  one  teaspoonful  every  40  to  60  minutes,  when 
better  every  hour  or  two  as  to  condition. 

If  the  subject  cannot  sleep  and  is  restless  give  Lloyd's  specific 
tincture  passiflora,  20  to  30  drops,  in  a  little  water  until  rest  is  ob- 
tained. Should  this  fail  to  give  rest,  one-quarter  to  one-half  grain 
of  morphia  sulphate  may  be  given  to  produce  sleep.  Should  the 
spasms  recur,  begin  all  over  again,  repeating  this  entire  line  of  treat- 
ment, unless  the  bowels  have  been  freely  emptied;  if  so,  the  cathartic 
should  be  omitted. 

Local  Treatment. — The  wound  must  be  opened  again,  and  thor- 
oughly cleansed  by  syringing  or  pouring  peroxide  of  hydrogen  into  it, 
after  which  a  suitable  cataplasm  should  be  used.  I  cannot  too  strongly 
recommend  the  one  hereinafter  described,  as  follows : 

Baptisia  leaves  and  pulverized  linseed,  saturated  with  the  mixture 
of  the  tincture  of  lobelia,  myrrh  and  capsicum  applied  quite  warm, 
completely  covering  the  wound  and  surrounding  area.  A  fresh 
poultice  should  be  made  and  applied  every  hour,  and  should  be  kept 
warm  by  an  electric  warming  pad,  hot  water  bag,  or  anything  that 
will  safely  impart  heat  to  the  poultice;  this  should  be  continued  until 
the  surface  of  the  wound  becomes  white  and  wrinkly,  then  its  use 
should  be  discontinued.  From  this  on  until  the  wound  is  entirely 
healed,  it  should  be  dressed  with  "Lloyd's  Asepsin"  and  boracic  acid 
triturated  and  dusted  over  the  wound,  or  a  trituration  of  the  follow- 
ing: Pepsin,  hydrastis  and  boracic  acid  dusted  as  above  directed; 
occasionally  cleansing  with  peroxide  of  hydrogen  to  ascertain  and 
prevent  acid  conditions. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  subject  needs  nourishment 
and  sustenance  of  some  kind,  through  this  prolonged  intense  muscular 
action  and  pain.  It  should  be  give  in  the  form  of  meat  broths  and 
milk,  avoiding  solid  food  at  first.  If  it  cannot  be  taken  by  the  mouth 
on  account  of  the  spasmodic  action,  it  should  be  given  by  the  rectum. 

The*  most  severe  case  of  tetanus  I  have  ever  had  was  in  1869, 
which  developed  from  a  puncture  by  the  bright  tine  of  a  manure  fork, 
puncturing  the  center  of  the  under  portion  of  the  left  foot,  at  the 
plexus  or  concentration  of  nerves.  The  tetanic  conditions  developed  in 
the  morning,  of  the  third  day.  I  used  the  following  treatment :  An 
infusion  was  made  of  powdered  capsicum,  one  ounce;  ground  lobelia 
herb  and  seed,  four  ounces,  over  which  five  pints  of  boiling  water  was 
poured  and  allowed  to  infuse  for  twenty  minutes.  The  patient  was 
given  three-quarters  of  a  teacupful  of  the  infusion  every  twenty  min- 
utes for  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  the  spasms  began  to  abate.  The 
patient  was  bathed  in  a  profuse  perspiration;  the  spasmodic  contrac- 
tions being  very  much  relaxed.  The  wound  was  then  opened  and 
cleansed,  and  in  the  bottom  of  the  wound  gangrene  was  beginning  to 
develop. 
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A  poultice  of  ground  baptisia  and  linseed  meal  was  quickly  made, 
over  the  face  of  which  one  dram  of  the  following  mixture  was  spread 
evenly:  Tincture  lobelia,  I  ounce;  tincture  myrrh,  i  ounce;  tincture 
capsicum,  i  ounce.  The  poultice  was  then  applied  quite  warm  over 
the  wound.  These  poultices  were  renewed  continuously  a  number  of 
times  until  the  wound  became  white  and  wrinkly,  each  affording  great 
relief,  after  which  nature  was  permitted  to  complete  the  healing 
process. 

The  patient  was  very  much  exhausted  after  the  spasms  had  ceased, 
he  was  then  given  milk  as  a  nourishment  for  several  days,  his  recov- 
ery was  slow,  and  on  account  of  the  paralyzed  condition  of  the  motor 
nerves  of  the  lower  extremity,  he  was  unable  to  perambulate,  even 
in  his  home,  for  a  month  or  more;  however,  he  gradually  recovered 
and  became  a  very  active  buiness  man. 

While  the  treatment  I  used  in  1869  was  a  success,  and  is  worthy 
of  more  than  an  ordinary  consideration,  yet,  the  number  of  cases  I 
have  successfully  treated  and  employed  the  specific  treatment  herein- 
before given,  bespeak  commendation  for  promptly  arresting  and  avert- 
ing tetanus. 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 


Modern  Intra-Uterine  Irrigation. 

BY  C.   WOODWARD,  M.D. 

There  are  few  parts  of  the  human  body  that  can  be  compared  to 
the  uterus  for  developing  the  unexpected,  idiosyncracies  or  emergen- 
cies, and  experience  has  proved  that  whether  these  occur  as  acute, 
chronic  or  subacute  attacks,  are  more  efficaciously  met,  overcome  and 
made  harmless  by  the  modern  method  of  intra-uterine  irrigation  than 
by  any  other  known  treatment.  This  may  seem  a  broad  assertion 
to  those  who  have  never  practiced  this  humane  and  painless  method 
of  using  only  ten  or  twelve  ounces  in  the  uterus  during  a  single 
treatment. 

In  support  of  this  claim  I  will  cite  my  experience  with,  the  fol- 
lowing recent  case:  June  9,  1908,  I  was  called  to  a  married  woman, 
age  21,  a  soldier's  wife,  who  had  been  feeling  badly  for  some  time, 
but  for  the  last  ten  days  was  confined  to  her  bed.  Examination 
disclosed  the  following  conditions :  A  pale  and  anxious  expression  of 
the  face ;  brownish  coating  on  the  tongue  and  a  red  streak  along  its 
center;  pulse  weak  and  beating  130  per  minute;  temperature  97 0  F. ; 
respirations  36,  the  greater  portion  of  both  lungs  was  solidified  or  at 
least  temporarily  infiltrated ;  skin  covered  with  red  blotches  ranging 
from  one-eighth  to  an  inch  in  diameter  and  the  interspaces  rapidly 
developing  a  cyanotic  condition.  Cessation  of  her  last  menstruation 
was  September  3,  1907,  at  which  time  her  husband  was  at  home  on  a 
furlough  and  returned  to  the  army.  It  will  be  observed  that  gestation 
had  expired  June  9,  at  the  time  I  was  called,  although  all  the  general 
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signs  which  usually  develop  during  pregnancy  were  absent.  Among 
the  local  signs,  which  were  not  well  marked,  were  the  absence  of  any 
protuberance  of  the  hypogastric  region,  and  no  elevations  of  the 
glandular  follicles,  although  the  areolae  of  the  breast  were  slightly 
changed.  There  were  no  morph,  brownish,  yellowish  or  earthy  stains 
on  the  face  or  neck;  no  morning  sickness  nor  frequent  urination,  and 
she  declared  that  although  menstruation  had  been  suppressed  for 
nine  months  she  wras  unaware  of  being  pregnant  because  she  had 
never  felt  any  motion. 

Fetal  pulsation  and  manual  examination  positively  determined 
pregnancy,  and  yet  there  were  no  indications  that  puerperium  wouid 
occur,  although  the  uterus  had  been  for  several  weeks  eliminating  an 
offensive  discharge. 

There  was  no  evidence  that  gonorrhea  or  syphilis  had  ever  been 
contracted,  and  still  intra-utero  infection  threatened  her  life.  Know- 
ing that  intra-utero  infection,  by  reflex  action,  inhibits  contractions  or 
normal  functions  of  the  uterus,  I  concluded,  for  the  safety  of  her  life, 
to  wash  out  her  uterus  with  peroxide  of  hydrogen  and  other  reliable 
antiseptics. 

While  irrigating  the  uterus,  unmistakable  evidence  of  intra-utero 
infection  was  manifested  by  the  oxidizable  action  of  peroxide  of 
hydrogen  on  the  decomposed  substance,  to  the  extent  of  returning 
from  the  uterus  twenty  ounces  of  dark  brown  characteristic  foam. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  gravid  uterus,  in  a  normal  condition, 
contains  no  septic  nor  decomposed  material,  and  whenever  a  solution 
of  peroxide  of  hydrogen  is  thrown  into  its  cavity  contractions  im- 
mediately occur  which  amount  to  a  uterine  colic. 

During  the  treatment  no  spasmodic  action  occurred,  in  fact,  she 
stated  that  its  performance  was  without  sensation,  and  within  ten 
minutes  after  it  was  finished  I  found  that  her  pulse  had  fallen  thirty 
beats.  In  forty-eight  hours  the  red  blotches  had  faded  and  disappeared, 
the  circulation  of  the  skin  had  assumed  its  natural  look,  and  the 
bronchi  of  the  lungs  were  opening  up.  Four  days  following  the 
treatment  weak  uterine  contractions  occurred  for  twelve  hours  without 
force. 

She  was  given  these  drops : 

I£     Specific  macrotys,  oi 
Specific  ergot,  oi 
Tincture  capsicum,  gtt.  x 
Aqua,  q.  s.  51  v. 
Sig.    One  teaspoonful  every  ten  minutes  for  one  hour. 
This  secured  sufficient  force  to  the  uterine  contractions  and  in 
two  and  a  half  hours  she  was  delivered  of  a  male  child.    This  oc- 
curred on  June  14,  and  on  June  24  she  was  up  and  around  caring  for 
her  baby,  which  is  a  healthy  child. 

The  peculiar  feature  of  this  case  was  that  the  septic  infection  was 
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able  to  develop  so  many  manifestations  exhibiting  such  a  degree  of 
intensity,  as :  prostration,  subnormal  temperature,  infiltration  of  the 
lungs,  red  blotches  and  cyanotic  condition  of  the  skin  and  inhibiting 
uterine  contractions  through  reflex  irritation. 

Another  peculiarity  is  the  specific  manner  in  which  one  single 
treatment,  applied  by  that  wonderful  method  of  modern  intra-uterine 
irrigation,  was  able  to  remove  the  cause,  prevent  further  infection, 
control  reflex  action,  and  render  a  critical  case  into  one  free  from 
anxiety. 

Practitioners  who  have  bought  this  work,  "Intra-Uterine  Medi- 
cation," and  followed  its  advice  declare  that  is  a  specific  treatment 
for  all  uterine  diseases. 

A  certain  physician  whose  town  had  been  overrun  with  dependent 
women  affected  with  female  weakness,  as  he  says,  aptly  expresses 
himself  by  a  legal  term,  stating  that  he  was  able  to  "clear  the  docket" 
by  employing  this  modern  method  of  uterine  irrigation. 

Chicago. 


Ptomaines  and  Whiskey — A  Peculiar  Case. 

BY  J.  R.  BORLAND,  M.D. 

On  Monday  morning,  November  25  last,  Mr.  J.  H.  S..  sixty-two 
years  of  age,  an  ex-soldier,  and  for  many  years  a  drinker,  for  five 
years  rural  mail  carrier,  came  to  my  office,  complaining  of  indiges- 
tion and  constipation.  I  prescribed  for  him  and  told  him  to  come  in 
the  next  day.  He  did  not  call.  So  when  I  passed  his  house  that  even- 
ing I  called  and  found  him  suffering  with  severe  vomiting,  cramps, 
tenesmus  and  strangury,  resembling  an  attack  of  cholera  morbus, 
Left  him  some  calomel  and  soda  tablets,  to  be  followed  by  fluid  citrate 
magnesia.  Called  again  Wednesday  evening — condition  about  the 
same.    None  of  the  medicine  had  been  retained. 

Living  alone,  his  wife  being  dead  and  children  married,  he  could 
not  be  properly  cared  for.  That  evening  his  son  took  him  in  his  own 
house,  where  he  and  his  capable  wife  took  good  care  of  him.  On  my 
first  visit  I  learned  that  on  the  Saturday  previous,  when  on  his  route, 
he  ate  a  lunch  of  "ten  cents'  worth  of  cheese"  and  some  dry  bread, 
without  water.  By  Thursday  the  vomiting  and  purging  having  in  a 
measure  subsided,  he  was  put  on  cathartic  pills,  alternating  with 
salines,  and  high  enemas  were  employed,  but  no  fecal  matter  followed 
their  use.  It  was  evident  that  there  was  impaction  somewhere  in  the 
alimentary  canal — the  lunch  had  clogged  the  bowels  and  peristaltic 
action  was  nil.  As  I  had  to  attend  court  in  an  adjoining  county  on 
December  4  I  got  another  physician  to  attend  him.  I  returned  on  the 
evening  of  the  seventh  and  found  his  condition  unchanged.  During 
my  absence  the  doctor  was  compelled  to  draw  his  urine  twice,  he  had 
some  fever  with  evening  temperature  of  103.4°  with  hallucinations, 
mental  hebitude — distributing  mail — could  not  sleep  without  a  hypo- 
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dermic,  all  the  symptoms  of  a  mild  form  of  delirium  tremens  and 
toxemia.  In  addition  to  pills  and  salines,  castor  oil  with  spirits 
turpentine  was  added  and  the  high  enemas  continued.  He  had  fre- 
quent calls  to  stool,  but  no  fecal  matter  came  until  about  the  twelfth 
day  after  the  attack,  he  passed,  to  use  his  own  words :  "A  plug  longer 
than  my  finger."  This  was  without  doubt  the  lunch  he  ate  on  the 
Saturday  previous  to  the  attack,  but  .  whether  there  were  ptomaines  in 
it  its  long  retention  in  the  bowels  made  it  fertile  ground  for  their 
development.  About  this  time  his  cuticle  began  to  peel  off,  first  on  the 
fingers,  hands  and  face  and  eventually  over  the  whole  body,  lastly 
from  the  soles  of  his  feet,  as  he  expressed  it,  "like  sole  leather." 
The  skin  peeling  off  reminded  me  of  scarlatina  cases,  but  there  was 
no  eruption  preceding  it. 

Since  his  recovery  have  had  him  on  the  following: 
Tr.  ferri  chloride,  two  drachms. 
Lloyd's  spec,  mix.,  one  and  a  half  drachms. 
Syr.  simplex,  q.  s.  f.  t.  eight  ounces. 
M.    S.  teaspoonful  in  water  before  each  meal.    This  seems  to 
overcome  the  craving  for  drink,  and  he  states  he  has  no  desire  for  it. 

I  have  attended  and  seen  many  cases  of  alcoholism,  but  never 
knew  the  cuticle  to  be  shed  by  the  use  of  drink  alone.  If  the  reader 
knows  of  any  I  would  be  pleased  to  learn  of  it  through  the  journal 
or  otherwise.  Of  course,  there  was  systemic  poisoning  in  this  case  and 
the  cheese  was  the  producing  cause.  Would  bread  independent  of 
cheese  have  caused  it? 

The  last  time  I  filled  his  bottle  as  follows  :  Eight  ounces  of  elixir 
of  gentian  and  chloride  of  iron ;  Lloyd's  specific  nux,  two  drachms. 
Mix.    This  is  a  more  elegant  prescription. 

Franklin,  Pa. 


Chorea. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,  A.B.,  M.D. 

Chorea  (or  insanity  of  the  muscles,  St.  Vitus's  dance)  is  a  func- 
tional nervous  disorder,  occurring  for  the  most  part  in  children,  and 
characterized  mainly  by  involuntary  jerking  movements  of  the  muscles 
throughout  the  entire  body  and  some  peculiar  morbid  phenomena  of 
cerebral  origin. 

Chorea  is  essentially  an  ailment  of  childhood,  and  particularly 
of  the  period  in  which  second  dentition  takes  place.  Most  of  the 
cases  occur  between  the  ages  of  nine  and  twelve,  and  only  very  few 
cases  are  seen  after  the  age  of  puberty,  with  the  exception  of  the 
peculiar  variety  of  chorea  known  as  Huntington  chorea  (and  of  which 
we  will  speak  later),  where  the  ages  of  the  patients  will  be  from  thirty 
to  forty-five.  In  the  State  Hospital  at  Independence,  Iowa,  there  are 
on  record  twelve  cases  of  chorea  in  patients  in  the  ages  of  thirty-five 
to  forty-five  years. 
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Another  peculiar  point  worthy  of  consideration  is  that  chorea 
seems  to  be  a  disease  which  is  relatively  rare  in  the  negro.  This  point 
was  first  brought  to  general  attention  by  Dr.  Weir  Mitchell,  and  this 
claim  has  been  since  fully  confirmed  by  many  observers.  In  Johns 
Hopkins  Dispensary  and  Hospital  out  of  808  cases  of  chorea  783 
were  in  whites,  thus  only  about  3%  were  colored,  similar  observations 
were  made  in  other  clinics. 

Among  the  predisposing  causes  age  and  hereditary  predisposition 
to  nervous  troubles  stand  forth  very  prominently. 

Among  the  exciting  causes,  strong  emotion,  fright,  masturbation, 
anxiety,  overwork,  insufficient  feeding  are  the  principal  ones,  and  as 
secondary  causes  we  can  consider  distant  sources  of  irritation,  such 
as  teething,  worms  and  rheumatism.  Here  we  must  also  note  the  very 
peculiar  fact  that  there  seems  to  be,  according  to  many  observers,  a 
marked  monthly  parallelism  between  the  onsets  of  chorea  and  the 
occurrence  of  showers,  rains  and  general  damp  weather,  and  this 
peculiarity  leads  one  to  consider  rheumatism  as  an  important  factor 
in  chorea. 

The  symptoms  of  chorea  in  some  cases  develop  very  suddenly,  as 
the  result  of  fright,  but  more  frequently  they  come  on  insidiously.  As 
a  rule  these  symptoms  are  preceded  by  a  peculiar  change  in  the  temper 
and  disposition,  the  patient  becoming  sad,  morose,  irritable,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  the  general  health  is  impaired.  A  very  prominent  and 
distinct  early  indication  of  the  disease  is  a  characteristic  awkwardness, 
and  fidgetiness,  a  peculiar  restlessness,  the  patient  is  unable 
to  keep  quiet,  but  must  move  the  limbs  in  different  direc- 
tions. This  restlessness  is  very  marked  and  is  followed  by  mus- 
cular movements ;  the  convulsive  muscular  movements  first  show 
themselves  in  a  part,  such  as  an  arm,  leg,  and  in  some  cases  they  remain 
localized  to  that  limited  extent. 

For  fully  developed  cases  the  symptoms  are  characteristic  and 
very  prominent ;  the  child  is  never  still,  no  matter  if  it  sits  or  stands, 
but  is  constantly  changing  the  position  of  the  body  and  limbs. 

The  shoulder  is  jerked  up,  the  head  turned,  the  limbs  crossed 
and  changed  again,  fingers  keep  on  moving  restlessly,  the  face  dis- 
torted with  grimaces,  the  taking  of  food  is  very  difficult,  and,  owing 
to  the  actions  of  the  pharyngeal  muscles,  swallowing  is  almost  im- 
possible. In  some  cases  you  will  also  find  a  rather  peculiar  protruding 
of  the  tongue,  which  is  jerked  out  and  withdrawn  almost  in  the  same 
time.  The  entire  muscular  system  seems  to  be  deranged  in  its  opera- 
tion; they  seem  to  be  in  a  revolt  and  each  muscle  seems  to  have  a 
will  of  its  own,  which  it  is  anxious  to  use. 

The  mental  condition  of  the  patient  is  very  much  affected,  and 
emotional  tendencies  are  very  marked.  For  a  very  large  proportion 
of  cases  of  chorea  the  choreic  movements  '  occur  more  on  one  side 
than  on  the  other  and  sometimes  they  will  be  altogether  confined  to 
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one  side,  the  child  being  hemiplegically  affected,  and  in  such  cases  the 
limbs  that  were  previously  twitching  will  often  become  paralyzed,  and 
the  case  will  resemble  in  nearly  all  details  an  ordinary  case  of  hemi- 
plegia from  cerebral  causes,  with  the  exception  that  the  paralyzed  limbs 
will  exhibit,  in  a  slight  degree,  the  peculiar  choreic  movements. 

A  very  unusual  symptom  in  chorea,  according  to  Dr.  George 
Price  (N.  Y.  Medical  Journal,  April,  1907),  is  an  excessive  secretion 
of  saliva  accompanied  by  drooling.  Price  reports  three  of  such  cases 
in  which  this  peculiar  symptom  was  present. 

This  symptom  (if  it  can  be  considered  as  such)  is  mechanical  in 
origin  and  may  be  due  to  excessive  movement  of  the  tongue  and 
muscles  of  mastication. 

The  very  -grave  cases  of  chorea  are  those  where  the  disease 
assumes  an  aggravated  form,  in  which  the  disorderly  movements  are 
so  violent  as  to  render  the  patient  liable  to  be  injured  and  to  necessi- 
tate forcible  control  of  the  limbs.  Such  cases  are  especially  grave,  if 
accompanied  with  insomnia,  and  prove  fatal  from  exhaustion. 

The  fact  that  the  vast  majority  of  chorea  cases  recover  seems  to 
show  that  there  is  no  profound  change  in  the  structural  integrity  of 
the  nerve  cells,  while  in  those  instances,  where  fatal  results  take  place, 
post-mortems  reveal  no  constant  morbid  conditions. 

Of  all  the  grave  varieties  of  chorea  the  maniacal  chorea,  or  chorea 
insaniens,  is  the  most  fatal,  the  duration  is  very  short,  death  coming 
on  as  early  as  the  sixth  day. 

In  the  Huntington  variety  (which  we  mentioned  before,  and 
which  more  properly  could  be  named  hereditary  chorea)  the  rather 
remarkable  point  is  that  it  shows  itself  in  patients  from  thirty-five 
to  forty-five  years  of  age,  and  is  strongly  hereditary.  In  this  variety 
chorea  begins  locally  first,  and  then  shortly  becomes  generalized.  The 
mental  change  in  this  variety  is  a  gradually  increasing  dementia, 
associated  with  irritability,  and  sometimes  with  delusions  of  perse- 
cution. 

For  the  treatment  of  chorea  innumerable  remedies  have  been 
proposed  and  used.  Some  cases  will  recover,  under  suitable  hygienic 
conditions,  with  little  or  no  medicine.  These  conditions,  however,  are 
all  important,  and  embrace  the  proper  feeding  of  the  child  with  a  light 
nutritious  diet,  the  absence  of  excitement  and  annoyance,  and  strict 
attention  to  general  health. 

For  some  cases,  if  the  symptoms  are  severe,  confinement  to  the 
house,  or  even  to  bed  may  be  necessary,  but  in  most  cases  the  open 
air  is  of  absolute  importance. 

Zinc,  arsenic,  iron  play  an  important  part  in  the  treatment  and 
should  be  continued  during  the  entire  course  of  the  disease.  The 
hydrobromate  of  scopolamin  has  lately  been  brought  forward  as  "the 
remedy"  for  chorea,  Babinski  claiming  happy  results  with  it  in  certain 
cases;  the  use  of  bromides  (advocated  by  many)  has  in  my  hands  not 
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given  me  desired  results,  in  fact  in  some  cases,  such  as  hereditary 
chorea,  bromides  seems  to  hasten  mental  decay.  Belladonna,  bryonia, 
conium,  valerian,  strychnine,  hyoseyamus  have  all  been  tried,  but  do 
not  seem  to  possess  any  value  in  this  disease.  The  best  treatment,  in 
my  opinion,  is  the  open  air,  gentle  walking  and  moderate  gymnastics, 
massage  and  electricity,  accompanied  by  tonics  to  the  general  system, 
and  improving  the  condition  of  the  blood.  I  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sary here  to  mention  the  use  of  chloral  in  cases  where  the  convulsive 
movements  are  extremely  violent. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Lobelia:  Is  It  a  Vegetable  Antitoxin? 

BY  E.   JENTZSCH,  M.D.C.,  M.D. 

Paper  read,  at  the  Chicago  meeting  of  the  Illinois  State  Eclectic 
Medical  Society. 

The  title  of  this  paper  reveals  to  some  extent  my  intention,  which 
is  a  desire  to  inform  you  of  my  experience  with  the  specific  tincture 
of  lobelia  as  a  vegetable  antitoxin  in  diphtheria.  I  will  confine  myself 
entirely  to  the  therapeutic  discussion  of  the  disease  mentioned,  basing 
my  contentions  on  personal  experience  and  observations,  which  extend 
over  a  period  of  nearly  four  years  in  about  150  cases  of  diphtheria, 
with  not  a  single  death. 

Right  here  let  me  tell  you  that  I  have  no  longing  for  notoriety 
nor  a  desire  to  reap  financial  benefit  from  this.  It  is  merely  an  effort 
to  reduce,  nay,  even  to  abolish,  the  high  death  rate  which  regularly 
prevails  from  this  disease.  The  remedy  has  proven  itself  so  univer- 
sally reliable  in  my  hands  that  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  I  claim  can 
be  accomplished  by  you  as  well. 

You  may  be  interested  to  know  how  I  came  to  use  it.  There  are 
two  vital  points  which  are  responsible.  First,  my  studying  Eclectic 
therapeutics ;  second,  the  despairing  condition  of  my  own  child,  due  to 
diphtheria,  who  was  then  about  three  years  old. 

To  save  time  and  trusting  that  you  will  credit  me  with  sufficient 
competency  in  my  vocation,  I  will  say  that  my  boy  was  stricken  with 
a  fulminating  case  of  nasopharyngeal  diphtheria.  The  serum  anti- 
toxin was  exhibited  promptly  in  sufficiently  large  doses  and  repeated, 
but  with  no  other  result  except  that  the  child  passed  from  an  active 
sthenic  condition,  with  dyspnea,  into  a  passive  collapse,  with  apnea. 
This  I  had  witnessed  before  and  knew  it  to  be  fatal  with  certainty. 
I  was  therefore  in  despair.  *  *  *  I  recalled  the  writings  of  the 
great  Scudder,  where  he  extols  lobelia  as  a  life-saver. 

Thereupon  I  filled  my  hypodermic  syringe  with  the  pure  specific 
tincture  of  lobelia  and  gave  the  child  the  entire  dose  subcutaneouslv. 
Strange  to  say,  I  gave  it  with  a  confidence  altogether  out  of  propor- 
tion to  the  circumstances.  However,  the  result  proved  this  to  be 
justified,  for  the  patient  responded  immediately  in  a  marvelous 
manner. 
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All  the  fatal  symptoms  gave  way  to  those  of  returning  health, 
the  patient  passing  from  a  death  struggle  into  a  peaceful  slumber, 
from  which  he  awoke  after  three  hours,  somewhat  weak.  Another 
dose  was  given,  which  was  followed  by  a  still  more  pronounced  reac- 
tion for  the  better.  The  patient  from  that  time  continued  to  convalesce 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a  postdiphtheria  pharyngeal  paralysis,  made 
a  rapid  recovery,  the  paralysis  yielding  to  another  dose  of  the  same 
remedy. 

This  happened  nearly  four  years  ago,  and  since  then  I  have 
repeated  in  many  cases  the  phenomenal  experience  with  this  remedy. 
At  first  I  used  the  serum  and  the  vegetable  antitoxin  in  conjunction. 
But  gradually  I  realized  that  the  latter  was  entirely  reliable,  doing 
even  better  without  the  serum,  so  that  now  I  can  tell  you  with  abso- 
lute certainty  that  the  vegetable  antitoxin  is  in  every  respect  far  supe- 
rior to  the  serum  for  the  reasons  that  it  is  more  reliable  because  it  acts 
quicker  and  with  a  much  greater  certainty  than  the  serum,  and,  sec- 
ondly, it  prevents,  arrests  and  cures  the  disease  promptly,  irrespective 
of  what  day  treatment  is  instituted.  (How  many  cases  have  been 
thus  treated? — Ed.) 

It  makes  no  difference  whether  it  is  the  first  or  the  sixth  day  of 
the  existence  of  the  disease,  with  the  exception  that  in  the  longer- 
standing  cases  the  treatment  must  be  repeated  more  often --every  two 
to  three  hours,  until  the  desired  result  is  obtained. 

I  note  that  Dr.  Walls,  of  our  City  Health  Department,  recom- 
mends a  repetition  of  the  serum  every  twelve  hours  in  very  bad  cases, 
but  it  has  been  my  experience  that  this  is  a  slow  and  unsatisfactory 
method  and  usually  of  no  avail. 

The  vegetable  antitoxin  (lobelia)  produces  no  symptoms  what- 
ever except  that  of  returning  health.  It  is  therefore  preferable  to  the 
serum  when  we  consider  the  unpleasant  symptoms  which  are  often 
produced  by  the  latter  and  which  Dr.  Walls  takes  great  pains  to 
pronounce  harmless,  although  he  aptly  describes  them  as  distressing 
(and  which  are  known  as  the  serum  disease). 

The  use  of  the  vegetable  antitoxin  is  consistent  with  our  motto, 
"Vires  Vitalcs  Sustinandae."  It  strengthens  ?j!  the  vital  functions, 
notably  the  circulation.  It  does  not  dispel  the  symptoms  of  the 
disease  at  the  expense  of  the  patient's  strength.  It  creates  no  other 
disease,  but  simply  cures  the  patient,  all  of  which  can  not  be  claimed 
for  the  serum. 

Another  feature  of  the  lobelia  is  that  it  is  so  cheap  that  the  cost 
need  not  be  considered ;  besides  it  is  more  uniform  in  quality,  does  not 
readily  decompose,  is  easily  carried  around,  and  may  be  given  by  the 
doctor  with  as  little  ado  as  a  hypodermic  injection  of  morphine.  It 
is  safe  as  well  are  harmless  on  account  of  its  nature  and  origin. 

What  I  have  told  you,  fellow  members,  is  true.  I  have  found  it 
to  be  so,  not  in  a  few  instances,  but  in  many.    However,  I  want  you 
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to  convince  yourselves  and  for  that  reason  have  given  you  a  demon- 
stration of  the  benignness  of  the  drug. 

I  have  preached  of  this  before  to  societies  and  individual  doctors 
and  have  found  two  principal  arguments  against  its  use :  First,  that 
it  is  a  highly  dangerous  drug.  How  well  founded  this  is  you  may 
judge  by  the  demonstration  I  have  given.  The  drug  when  so  given 
is  absolutely  harmless.  I  have  given  in  this  manner  a  half-dram  dose 
to  an  infant  but  a  few  minutes  old  as  a  means  of  resuscitation,  with 
success.    Let  there  be  no  more  fear  of  this  remedy. 

The  second  assertion  is  that  the  serum  antitoxin  gives  satisfac- 
tory results.  Let  me  quote  here  the  official  statistics  of  the  1906 
report  published  by  the  Chicago  Health  Department,  which  gives 
547  deaths  out  of  a  little  over  5,000  reported  cases  of  diphtheria. 
This  is  an  average  throughout  the  year  of  10  per  cent. — 10  fatal  cases 
out  of  every  100  reported. 

Considering  now  the  popularity  of  reporting  any  sore  throat  as 
diphtheria,  a  much  greater  fatality  may  be  suspected.  In  the  Cook 
County  Hospital  the  fatality  from  diphtheria  is  16  per  cent,  for  last 
year;  but  speaking  of  a  10  per  cent,  death  rate  from  this  disease,  it 
is  altogether  too  high,  because  there  should  not  be  any.  As  stated 
before,  I  have  no  deaths  from  diphtheria  since  the  adoption  of  the 
vegetable  antitoxin,  whereas,  if  I  had  practised  the  usual  method  I 
.should  have  had  from  15  to  20  deaths  to  my  credit. 

The  vegetable  antitoxin,  in  my  hands,  has  transformed  diphtheria, 
an  otherwise  dangerous  and  malignant  disease,  into  a  benign  and 
harmless  affection,  the  proof  of  which  I  have  been  and  am  willing 
to  demonstrate  to  any  doctor  anywhere  and  on  any  case  of  diphtheria. 

In  this  respect  I  have  offered  my  services  to  the  county,  and 
have  received  the  same  dignified  assertion  that  they  are  satisfied  with 
the  results  under  their  treatment.  I  also  have  written  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  receiving  an  answer  from  the  official  censor,  its 
secretary,  which  is  so  full  of  professional  bias  and  lacking  so  much 
in  professional  courtesy  that  one  would  be  tempted  to  think  that  the 
author  of  this  letter  knows  more  about  politics  than  about  medicine, 
any  one  may  see  by  reading  it. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  give  you  a  concise  description  of  my  method 
of  treating  diptheria.  In  any  case  where  there  is  the  least  suspicion 
of  diphtheria  I  give  a  half-dram  dose  of  the  specific  tincture  of  lobelia 
hypodermically  and  repeat  in  from  two  to  twelve  hours,  once  or 
oftener,  as  indicated,  until  reaction  sets  in,  which  means  a  return  to 
health. 

The  drug  may  be  used  as  it  is  or  it  may  be  filtered  through 
ordinarv  filtering  paper;  the  latter  method  I  have  adopted.  For 
those  who  can  gargle  I  give  a  half  dram  of  argvrol  in  six  ounces  of 
water.    This  I  have  found  to  be  most  effectual  from  a  bacteriological 
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standpoint,  as  well  as  the  most  soothing  to  a  sore  throat.  (Spraying 
I  considered  better  than  gargling. — Ed.) 

Systemic  remedies  I  give  according  to  specific  indications.  A  pre- 
scription most  often  used  by  me  is : 

Specific  tincture  aconite,  gtt.  1-4;  specific  tincture  belladonna,  gtt. 
1-6;  specific  tincture  Phytolacca,  gtt.  10;  specific  tincture  sarracenia, 
drs.  2;  water,  q.  s.  ad.  ozs.  4. 

Directions :  One  teaspoonful  every  two  or  three  hours. 

By  experience  I  have  found  the  hypodermic  injection  best  borne 
by  the  patient  when  injected  anywhere  on  the  trunk,  abdominal  parietes, 
the  back  and  thighs. 

As  to  my  theory  about  the  action  of  this  remedy  it  is  briefly  stated. 
I  consider  it  fully  the  peer  of  all  stimulants  of  the  vascular  system, 
not  only  in  diphtheria,  but  in  any  infectious  disease,  equalizing,  so 
to  speak,  disturbed  circulation.  If  there  is  high  pressure  it  acts  as 
a  sedative,  and  if  there  is  low  blood  pressure  it  stimulates,  but  in  any 
case  its  secondary  action  is  that  of  a  cardiac  tonic. 

When  used  as  here  described  lobelia  is  a  prompt  and  most  reliable 
remedy  in  apoplexy,  epilepsy  or  any  condition  where  the  cerebral 
circulation  is  disturbed.  In  collapse  due  to  anesthesia  it  is  unsur- 
passed ;  likewise  in  pneumonia.  In  diphtheria  I  believe  it  has  a  specific 
antitoxic  property. 

This,  fellow  members,  is  my  case.  I  hope  that  I  have  made  my 
purpose  clear,  and  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  kind  attention. — 
American  Journal  of  Clinical  Medicine,  July,  1908. 
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Professor  of  Physiology. 
JOSEPHUS  H.  GUNNING,   M.D.    (Eclectic,   N.   Y.   Homeopathic,   N.  Y., 
University  of  New  York),  43  East  58th  St. 

Professor  of  Embryology. 
ROBERT  W ATKINS,  M.D.  (University  of  New  York),  20  W.  34th  St. 

Professor  of  Haematology. 
BAILIE  BROWN,  Ph.D.,  M.D.  (Eclectic,  N.  Y.),  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Lecturer  on  Hygiene  and  Sanitary  Science. 
M.  H.  SKOU,  M.D.  (Eclectic,  N.  Y.),  500  VV.  122d  St. 

Lecturer  on  Histology  and  Clinical  Microscopy. 

MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 

A.  W.  HERZOG,  LL.D.  (University  of  New  York),  465  Lexington  Ave. 
Professor  af  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Scholastic  Year. — This  consists  of  a  single  session,  commenc- 
ing in  September  and  continuing  at  least  30  weeks,  exclusive  of 
vacations  and  holidays.  As  announced  in  the  catalogue  of  1896-97, 
a  graded  course  of  four  years  was  adopted,  and  has  met  with  general 
approval.  The  Faculty  and  Trustees  are  gratified,  knowing  that  the 
changes  made  in  the  course  of  study  and  the  higher  requirements 
demanded  for'  graduation  continue  to  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
Alumni  and  profession  generally. 

REQUIREMENTS  FOR  ADMISSION. 

Students  must  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  of  good  moral  character 
for  admission  and  must  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  New- 
York  State  Board  of  Regents. 

Registration  and  Matriculation. — Students  on  entering  the  Col- 
lege will  be  required  to  register  and  pay  the  registration  fee  of 
$5.  They  will  receive  a  receipt  for  this  fee,  which  will  be  exchanged 
for  a  certificate  of  full  or  conditional  matriculation  when  they  shall 
have  complied  with  the  Regents'  requirements  for  such  matriculation; 
but  students  who  have  already  been  matriculated  at  a  medical  college 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  according  to  the  Regents'  requirements, 
and  those  who  already  hold  medical  students'  certificates,  will  be 
matriculated  immediately  on  registration. 

The  Course  of  Instruction  is  graded,  extending  through  four 
years.  It  comprises  recitations,  didactic  and  clinical  lectures,  demon- 
strations, and  laboratory  work,  together  with  practical  clinical  instruc- 
tion. 

The  subjects  studied  during  the  first  year  are  anatomy,  physiol- 
ogy, pharmacy,  inorganic  chemistry,  histology,  embryology  and 
physics. 

Second  year. — Advanced  anatomy,  advanced  physiology,  ^organic 
chemistry,  toxicology,  hygiene  and  sanitation,  botany,  materia  medica, 
pathology  and  bacteriology.' 

Third  year. — Pathology,  surgery,  therapeutics,  obstetrics,  gyne- 
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cology,  diseases  of  the  heart  and  respiratory  organs,  diseases  of  the 
eye,,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  physical  diagnosis,  diseases  of  the  genito- 
urinary system,  general  medicine,  diseases  of  the  gastro-intestinal 
system,  orthopedic  surgery,  minor  surgery,  diseases  of  children  and 
dermatology. 

Fourth  year. — Practice  of  medicine,  operative  surgery,  tropical 
medicine,  military  surgery,  minor  surgery,  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
respiratory  organs,  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  of  the  gastro- 
intestinal system,  genitourinary  system,  nervous  system,  orthopedic 
surgery,  diseases  of  children,  obstetrics,  gynecology  and  materia 
medica. 

Resources  for  Clinical  Instruction. — College  Dispensary  located 
in  College  Building.  The  material  from  this  institution  is  utilized 
for  the  purpose  of  clinics.  Thousands  of  patients  are  treated  in 
the  Dispensary  each  year,  presenting  a  variety  of  diseases,  and  afford- 
ing an  excellent  opportunity  for  observation  and  to  make  the  student 
familiar  with  the  various  morbid  appearances. 

Bcachonian  Dispensary,  183  Ludlow  Street. — This  institution 
is  located  in  the  crowded  East  Side  and  the  material  for  clinical 
instruction  is  abundant.  Over  a  thousand  cases  are  prescribed  for 
each  month  and  members  of  the  faculty  are  in  charge  of  many  of  the 
departments  and  interesting  clinics  are  here  presented  from  time  to 
time. 

Bellevnc  Hospital. — This  institution  is  situated  on  26th  Street 
and  East  River,  about  one  mile  from  the  College  Building,  and  is  the 
charity  hospital  of  Xew  York  City.  It  is  open  to  all  medical  students 
for  clinical  study.  Its  conveniences  and  accommodations  are  co-ex- 
tensive with  its  purposes.  Clinical  lectures  are  given  and  surgical 
operations  made  daily.  Post-mortem  examinations  are  also  made,  to 
which  medical  students  are  admitted.  Our  students  are  required  to 
attend  these  clinics,  which  afford  them  a  large  field  of  observation  and 
study. 

Manhattan  Hospital. — At  this  institution,  which  now  has  control 
of  the  State  insane.  Professor  Sibley  will  conduct  a  clinic  and  exhibit 
cases  during  the  month  of  March. 

Red  Cross  Hospital. — Students  have  the  privilege  of  attending 
the  clinics  of  Professor  A.  M.  Lesser,  Executive  Surgeon,  Red  Cross 
Hospital,  1  ooth  Street  and  Central  Park  West. 

Sydenham  Hospital. — Students  have  the  privilege  of  attending 
clinics  at  this  hospital,  which  is  situated  on  East  116th  Street. 

Muncie  Sanatorium,  119  Macon  Street.  Brooklyn. — Drs.  E 
H.  and  L.  H.  Muncie  are  in  charge  of  this  institution,  and  our 
students  are  invited  to  many  important  operations  during  the  session. 

New  York  Physical  and  Surgical  Hospital,  located  at  465 
Lexington  Avenue,  is  in  charge  of  Professor  A.  W.  Herzog,  and 
students  are  frequently  invited  to  attend  clinics  at  this  institution. 
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Library  and  Reading  Room. — There  is  an  excellent  Library 
and  Reading  Room  attached  to  the  College  in  which  there  are  over 
5,000  catalogued  volumes.  The  Beachonian  Society  (Students'  As- 
sociation) adds  many  valuable  books  each  year. 

Requirements  for  Graduation. — The  requirements  for  gradua- 
tion are  that  each  candidate  be  at  least  twenty-one  years  of  age,  of 
good  moral  character,  and  have  studied  medicine  for  four  years  under 
the  supervision  of  a  reputable  physician,  and  have  attended 
not  less  than  four  full  terms  of  instruction  in  an  incorporated 
medical  college,  the  last  of  which  shall  have  been  in  this  College, 
and  must  present  evidences  of  having  complied  with  the  law  concern- 
ing preliminary  examinations.  Candidates  rejected  at  the  final  exam- 
ination will  not  be  re-examined  until  after  having  taken  another 
course  of  lectures. 

Advanced  Standing. — Students  who  have  attended  one  or 
more  courses  of  lectures  at  other  medical  colleges  registered  by  the 
Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  who  may  desire 
to  be  admitted  to  advanced  standing  in  this  college,  will  be  credited 
with  the  work  they  have  done,  if  satisfactory  evidence  is  presented 
that  final  examinations  have  been  passed. 

Fees  and  Expenses. — All  fees  are  payable  in  advance,  and  are 
as  follows :  For  matriculation  or  registration,  $5.00,  payable  each 
year.  For  the  year's  lectures,  $125.00.  A  perpetual  ticket,  entitling  to 
attendance  upon  four  or  more  courses,  may  be  obtained  upon  payment 
of  $400.00  in  advance.  Dissection,  $10;  Chemical  Laboratory,  $10.00  ; 
Pathological  Laboratory,  $10.00:  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  $5.00; 
Examination,  $25.00;  Diploma,  $5.00.  Tickets  are  not  transferable, 
and  fees  are  not  returnable. 

A  certificate  of  scholarship,  entitling  the  holder  to  keep  a  student 
in  the  College  perpetually,  $1,000.00. 


.Materia  JMedica  and  Therapeutics 

EDITED  BY 

JOHN   WILLIAM   FYFE,  M.  D. 
Short  Articles  giving  definite  indications  for  remedies  are  solicited,  and  may  be  sent  to  Dr.  J.  V.  FYFE,  Saugatuck,  Ct 


The  Third  Row  in  My  Medicine  Case. 

XO.  VIII.     MAGNESIUM  PHOSPHORICUM  PHOSPHATE  OF  MAGNESIA. 

This  remedy  has  been  extensively  employed  with  curative  results 
in  diseases  having  their  seat  in  the  nerve  fiber  cells  or  in  the  terminal 
bulbs  of  the  nerves,  in  the  muscles,  or  in  the  muscular  tissue  itself. 

"It  is  stated  that  this  remedy  is  found  in  the  muscles,  nerves, 
bone,  teeth,  brain  and  blood  corpuscles.  It  is  more  abundant  in  the 
white  nerve  fibers,  and  when  a  deficiency  of  this  salt  occurs  these 
fibers  contract  and  produce  one  form  of  cramps  or  spasms.  This 
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occurs  sometimes  in  tissues  of  the  stomach  and  causes  the  walls  of 
the  stomach  to  contract,  and  producing  pain.  If  it  were  not  for  the 
gas  that  forms  at  these  times  and  helps  to  prevent  a  collapse,  the 
pain  would  be  intense.  Belching  of  gas  that  does  not  relieve  is  a 
prominent  indication  for  this  remedy.  Magnesia  phos.  is  indicated 
and  in  some  cases  acts  better  combined  with  calcarea  phos." — 
(Kinnet.) 

The  antispasmodic  power  of  the  phosphate  of  magnesia  being- 
unmistakable,  it  was  naturally  suggested  as  a  suitable  medicament  in 
cramps  of  various  kinds,  spasms  of  the  glottis,  tetanus,  epilepsy,  spas- 
modic retention  of  urine,  and  all  abnormal  conditions  of  a  like  char- 
acter. Dr.  W.  A.  Dewey,  who  has  had  large  experience  with  the  tissue 
salts,  says  that  it  is  best  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  persons  of  a  high 
nervous  organization. 

In  neuralgic  constrictive  pains  in  the  chest  this  agent  exerts  a 
corrective  influence,  and  in  arthritis,  when  there  are  excruciating  pains 
of  a  spasmodic  character,  it  is  employed  with  advantage.  In  backache, 
when  the  pains  are  intermittent,  shifting  and  neuralgic,  it  exerts  a 
modifying  influence,  and  in  excruciating  headaches,  with  a  tendency 
to  spasmodic  symptoms,  it  is  deemed  a. remedy  of  merit.  It  is  also 
of  value  in  neuralgic  and  rheumatic  headaches,  when  the  pains  are 
stinging,  intermittent  and  paroxysmal  in  character,  and  in  neuralgic 
pains  which  come  on  periodically  its  relieving  effect  is  most  satis- 
factory. 

The  phosphate  of  magnesia  has  been  employed  for  many  years 
in  acute  sciatica  and  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 

"A  patient  sought  my  services  a  little  while  ago  for  the  relief  of 
acute  sciatica.  In  a  few  days  he  was  much  relieved  and  thought  the 
worst  passed.  I  cautioned  him  to  avoid  taking  cold  and  bade  him 
continue  the  treatment.  In  about  three  days  more  he  again  called,  and 
said,  'Doctor,  I  thought  I  was  cured,  but  the  last  two  nights  and  to-day 
I  have*  suffered  terribly.'  The  pain  was  not  continuous,  and  yet  it  was 
not  a  periodic  pain.  It  was  a  sharp,  shooting  pain,  with  a  sense  of 
constriction  occupying  the  hip  joint,  the  region  of  the  sciatic  nerve  and 
the  right  hypochondrium.  It  was  not  regular  in  its  action  nor  con- 
stant, but  would  come  without  warning  and  leave  without  saying- 
goodbye  ;  in  short,  it  was  spasmodic  in  character. 

"Remembering  from  experience  that  magnesium  phosphate  :'s 
antidotal  to  this  spasmodic  character  of  pain,  I  gave  him  the  3X  in 
small  doses  every  two  hours.  The  condition  was  removed — the  pain 
completely  relieved. 

"In  another  case  a  lady  about  six  months  advanced  in  pregnancy 
suffered  with  spasmodic  pain  radiating  from  the  umbilicus  to  the 
pubes,  not  constant,  but  coming  and  going,  and  quite  severe.  Remem- 
bering that  such  a  condition  can  be  removed  with  magnesium  phos- 
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phate  I  gave  it  here ;  results  very  satisfactory,  as  in  other  cases." — 1 
(Fearn.) 

Magnesium  phos.  has  also  been  employed  in  severe  cases  of 
singultus  with  unmistakably  curative  results,  and  in  indigestion  with 
cramp  in  the  stomach  it  has  often  been  found  an  efficient  remedy. 

"In  gastralgia  the  phosphate  of  magnesia,  has  a  magic  effect,  often 
stopping  a  cramping  condition  of  the  stomach  when  all  other  remedies 
have  failed."— (Duffield.) 

In  watery  diarrhea,  with  vomiting  and  cramps  in  the  calves  of  the 
legs,  the  action  of  this  agent  is  decidedly  corrective,  and  in  intermit- 
tent colicky  pain  it  is  a  remedy  of  great  value. 

"I  use  magnesia  phos.  in  almost  every  case  of  colic  of  new-born 
infants  with  absolute,  invariable,  prompt  and  complete  success." — 
(Morgan.) 

In  dysentery  frequent  indications  for  the  phosphate  of  magnesia 
are  prominently  presented,  and  in  such  cases  its  curative  action  is 
promptly  manifested. 

"In  a  case  of  dysentery  the  tenesmus  was  like  a  prolonged  spasm 
of  the  muscles  employed  in  defecation,  and  I  administered  magnesia 
phos.  in  hot  water.  The  pain  was  almost  entirely  relieved  by  the 
first  dose.  I  have  never  had  a  more  prompt  and  pleasing  result.  Mag- 
nesia phos.  is  a  grand  antispasmodic,  and  fully  as  reliable  as  our  more 
frequently-used  remedies." — (Leonard. ) 

In  menstrual  colic,  painful  menstruation,  or  in  pain  preceding  the 
flow,  the  phosphate  of  magnesia  is  one  of  our  most  efficient  remedies. 

In  muscular  paralysis  caused  by  a  disturbed  or  diseased  condition 
of  the  different  nerve  fibers  which  convey  the  motor  stimulus  to  the 
muscles  it  has  been  used  with  good  effect,  and  in  involuntary  shaking 
and  trembling  of  the  hands,  limbs  or  head,  it  is  said  to  have  exercised 
a  restraining  influence. 

In  spasmodic  nervous  asthma,  accompanied  by  a  paroxysmal,  dry, 
tickling  cough,  it  often  affords  marked  relief,  and  in  true  spasmodic 
cough,  coming  on  in  paroxysms  and  without  expectoration,  it  con- 
stitutes an  excellent  cough  medicine.  In  the  dry  cough  of  nervous 
children  it  is  also  a  useful  remedial  agent. 

This  is  a  useful  remedy  in  whooping  cough.  It  modifies  the  cough, 
lessens  the  severity  and  frequency  of  the  paroxysms,  and  materially 
shortens  the  duration  of  the  disease.  In  this  condition  it  should  be 
given  in  hot  water.  One  teaspoonful  of  the  "Usual  prescription"  may 
be  administered  in  a  little  hot  water  every  three  or  four  hours  regu- 
larly, and  repeated  whenever  a  paroxysm  of  coughing  comes  on.  In 
colic  it  should  also  be  given  in  hot  water. 

Magnesium  phosphorium,  as  well  as  the  other  tissue  salts,  should 
be  carefully  studied  from  an  Eclectic  viewpoint,  in  order  that  more 
rational  specific  indications  may  be  obtained.  The  following,  taken 
from  Fyfe's  Materia  Medica,.  will  suggest  the  lines  along  which  such 
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study  may  be  profitably  pursued:  Spasmodic  cough,  coming  on  in 
paroxysms,  and  convulsive  fits  of  nervous  cough,  ending  in  a  whoop ; 
persistent  semi-chronic  cough  of  a  pseudo-catarrhal  and  nervous  char- 
acter ;  spasmodic,  dry,  tickling  cough ;  darting  spasmodic  pains,  accom- 
panied by  a  feeling  of  constriction;  spasmodic  retention  of  urine;  par- 
alysis agitans;  brain  troubles  of  children,  characterized  by  uncon- 
sciousness and  convulsive  symptoms ;  pain  on  top  and  back  of  the  head, 
extending  down  the  spine;  pain  commencing  at  the  occiput  and  ex- 
tending over  the  whole  head,  with  nausea  and  chilliness;  convulsive 
twitchings  of  the  angles  of  the  mouth;  spasms  of  teething  children; 
burning,  tasteless  eructations;  cramps  in  the  stomach,  with  sensation 
of  a  band  tightly  bound  around  the  body ;  flatulent  colic  of  children. 

The  dose  of  the  third  trituration  of  the  phosphate  of  magnesia  is 
from  five  to  fifteen  grains,  but  its  best  results  are  usually  obtained  by 
prescribing  it  as  follows :  IJ  Magnesia  phos.,  3X,  gr.  xx  to  oi ;  water, 
Jiv.    Teaspoonful  every  fifteen  minutes  to  every  four  hours. 


Treatment  of  Infantile  Diarrhea. 

It  is  seldom  that  one  finds  so  many  valuable  suggestions  condensed 
into  a  short  article  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  following  editorial  taken 
from  the  Medical  World : 

"Any  medical  man  who  closely  follows  the  current  literature 
through  season  after  season  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  the  majority  of  practicians  expend  the  greatest  part  of  their  energy 
in  treatment  of  diarrheal  troubles  in  infants  in  sterilization  of  the  food, 
and  in  administration  of  intestinal  antiseptics.  The  mortality  tables 
are  not  flattering  to  either  our  skill,  nor  yet  to  this  plan  of  treatment. 
It's  results  that  count,  in  medicine,  as  elsewhere.  If  this  plan  has  not 
yielded  the  benefits  which  theory  declares  it  should,  it  is  time  for  the 
man  who  practices  at  the  bedside  of  actual  patients  to  make  inquiry, 
and  to  look  about  him  for  a  better  way. 

"We  do  not  belittle  the  beneficial  results  which  follow  the  use  ot 
appropriate  intestinal  antiseptics,  judiciously  given,  and  given  at  the 
proper  time  (although  it  is  well  known  that  no  antiseptic  can  be  given 
by  the  mouth  which  will  sterilize  the  intestinal  contents).  But  we 
do  protest  against  the  custom  which  has  arisen  of  giving  a  cathartic, 
followed  by  an  antiseptic,  and  considering  one's  whole  duty  performed. 
Very,  likely  many  practicians  who  habitually  do  this  would  indignantly 
resent  the  imputation ;  yet,  if  they  review  their  practise  of  last  summer, 
they  will  have  to  confess  that  their  practise  amounted  to  just  that  and 
nothing  more.  Certainly  it  is  true  that  many  cases  do  well  on  just 
this  treatment;  but,  many  others  die  on  it.  If  one  were  certain  that 
he  had  seen  the  case  in  its  very  incipiency,  this  might  do,  and  do  well.  But 
we  all  know  how  impossible  it  is  to  get  any  history  of  any  clinical 
.  value  from  mother  or  nurse  in  these  cases,  and  one  is  very  apt  to  be 
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deluded  into  giving  a  treatment  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  disease  which 
could  only  be  expected  to  be  of  service  on  the  very  first  day. 

"YVe  have  strayed  from  the  path  of  a  complete  treatment  through 
our  excessive  respect  for  bacteria.  So  many  shouters  so  frequently 
declared  that  all  infantile  diarrheas  were  due  to  bacterial  activity  that 
we  absorbed  their  assertions,  and  even  now,  when  we  know  that  many 
bacteria  are  not  only  harmless  but  actually  beneficial  and  essential  to 
perfect  digestion,  we  err  in  adhering  to  a  practise  whose  theoretical 
basis  is  not  as  broad  as  we  at  first  thought. 

"The  investigations  by  Morgan  (British  Medical  Journal,  April 
1906)  and  by  Nash  (Practitioner,  May,  1906)  establish  conclusively 
that  'there  is  no  one  specific  micro-organism  of  diarrhea.'  Although 
the  milk  of  the  mother  is  far  from  sterile,  Nash  declares  that  he  'is 
not  convinced  that  breast-fed  infants  are  really  liable  to  epidemic  diar- 
rhea;' and  he  mentions  that  among  138  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age,  there  were  68  deaths  from  diarrhea  in  hand-fed  infants, 
and  not  a  single  death  from  diarrhea  among  the  28  who  had  been 
entirely  breast  fed.  Crozer  Griffith  has  amply  proven  that  'it  must 
not  be  imagined  that  all  bacteria  in  milk  are  harmful  to  infants.'  It 
is  known  by  all  readers  that  lactic  acid  has  been  successfully  used 
as  a  food  in  infantile  diarrhea,  and  it  is  teeming  with  the  lactic  acid 
bacillus.  Holt  found  only  3  per  cent,  out  of  2,000  cases  of  fatal 
infantile  diarrhea  in  breast-fed  infants. 

"We  have  known  for  years  that  completely  sterilized  milk  is 
more  indigestible  than  milk  not  so  treated,  pasteurization  proving  much 
more  satisfactory.  The  mortality  has  not  in  the  least  lessened  since 
the  institution  of  the  antiseptic  regime.  Is  it  not  time  to  look  else- 
where ? 

"In  our  opinion,  if  milk  were  reasonably  clean,  and  consumed 
in  reasonable  time,  there  would  be  little  trouble.  Why  do  country 
practicians  utterly  fail  to  "get  any  results  from  'sterilizing'  the  milk 
for  the  infant?  Because  they  can  supply  the  food  in  reasonable  fresh- 
ness and  without  such  frequent  handling  that  it  is  inevitably  con- 
taminated. 

"The  effects  of  heat  and  cold,  though  thoroughly  discussed  in 
many  lecture  rooms  and  in  many  medical  journals,  have  not  been 
properly  appreciated  by  the  general  practician.  A  flannel  binder  worn 
about  the  abdomen  of  every  child  till  after  its  'second  summer'  would 
save  many  lives ;  more,  we  are  convinced,  than  are  saved  by  steriliza- 
tion of  milk  and  the  administration  of  intestinal  antiseptics.  Proper 
intervals  of  feeding,  proper  amounts  of  food,  and  instruction  in 
hvgiene  with  proper  medication  as  indicated,  cannot  fail  to  result  in 
a  lessened  mortality  among  infants,  if  we  will  keep  our  minds  broad- 
ened and  our  perceptive  faculties  active  enough  to  remain  unclouded 
in  the  face  of  the  annual  vaporizings  of  those  who  can  see  no  cause 
for  infantile  diarrhea  except  bacterial  infection." 
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It  will  be  observed  that  Dr.  Taylor  says  that  "proper  medication 
as  indicated"  should  be  employed,  which  means  that  no  routine  treat- 
ment for  infantile  diarrhea  can  be  used  with  success.  That  is  good 
Eclectic  doctrine. 


Let  Us  Stand  by  Our  Rights. 

When  a  few  drug  journals  began  the  advocacy  of  a  law  to  prevent 
dispensing  of  medicines  by  physicians  their  action  was  thought  by 
many  to  be  but  little  more  than  a  poorly  conceived  joke,  for  it  seemed 
almost  inconceivable  that  any  rational  being  could  possibly  have  the 
effrontery  to  ask  for  such  absurd  class  legislation.  That  the  druggists 
were  serious  enough,  however,  was  made  apparent  on  the  18th  of 
last  May,  when  the  first  of  their  bills,  as  an  entering  wedge,  was 
introduced  in  Congress. 

.  In  commenting  upon  this  proposed  legislation  Clinical  Medicine 
gives  a  digest  of  the  bill  of  May  18,  and  remarks  as  follows : 

"The  latest  effort  is  a  bill  introduced  in  Congress  by  Mr.  Mann, 
of  Chicago,  May  18,  1908,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Inter- 
state and  Foreign  Commerce. 

"This  bill  would  make  it  'unlawful  for  any  person,  firm  or  cor- 
poration to  send,  carry,  ship  or  bring  into  any  state,  territory,  or  the 
District  of  Columbia,  by  freight,  express,  mail,  or  otherwise,  from 
any  other  state,  territory  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  from  any 
foreign  country,  directly  to  a  consumer,  or  to  sell  or  furnish  or  give 
away,  or  have  in  his  or  her  possession,  except  as  provided  for  in  this 
section,  in  the  territories  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  any  alpha  or 
beta-eucaine,  chloral  hydrate,  cocaine,  hyoscine,  morphine,  opium,  sco- 
polamine, or  any  derivative  or  preparation  of  any  of  the  foregoing 
substances,  except  upon  the  original  prescription  or  written  order  of 
a  legally  authorized  practitioner  of  medicine,  dentistry,  or  veterinary 
medicine.'  It  provides  that  'the  above  provisions  shall  not  apply  to 
sales  at  wholesale  by  jobbers,  wholesalers  and  manufacturers  to  regis- 
tered retail  druggists,  or  to  each  other,  or  to  sales  made  to  manufac- 
turers of  medicinal  remedies  or  pharmaceutical  preparations  for  use 
in  the  manufacture  of  such  preparations,  nor  to  sales  to  hospitals,  col- 
leges, scientific  and  public  institutions' — but  the  doctor  is  omitted. 

"There  is  a  good  deal  more  to  the  bill,  but  the  rest  of  it  mainly 
throws  sand  into  the  eyes  of  the  reader.  The  point  chiefly  to  be  noted 
is  this :  that  practically  every  other  person  interested  in  the  use  of 
these  seven  specified  remedies  is  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  except  the  dispensing  doctor — excepting  the  doctor  himself,  who, 
whether  he  dispenses  or  prescribes,  should  of  a  right,  and  must,  be 
left  free  to  do  as  best  suits  his  purpose.  In  other  words,  providing  this 
bill  becomes  a  law,  it  is  made  unlawful  for  any  manufacturing  or 
jobbing  house  to  send  these  remedies  direct  to  yon,  you  who  want  them 
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for  use  in  your  practice,  and  it  is  made  practically  impossible  for  you 
to  procure  these  remedies  except  from  the  retail  druggist. 

"It  is  significant  that  of  the  hundreds  of  poisonous  drugs  in  the 
Pharmacopeia,  and  out  of  it  only  these  seven  are  thought  worthy  of 
distinct  recognition  in  this  bill,  and  it  is  certainly  a  peculiar  thing 
that  of  these  seven  neither  hyoscine  nor  scopolamine  is  a  habit-form- 
ing drug  and  must  have  been  included  for  some  specific  reason  other 
than  that  which  appears  on  the  surface. 

Once  let  this  bill  be  passed  and  we  have  the  entering  wedge  of 
legislation  which  will  destroy  absolutely  the  right  of  the  physician 
to  purchase  remedies  for  self-dispensing,  where  and  when  he  will,  and 
in  the  due  course  of  time  it  will  be  made  illegal  even  for  him  to 
dispense  his  own  remedies.    Paste  that  in  your  hat ! 

"The  doctors  of  this  country  need  to  be  alive  to  this  great  'get- 
together'  movement,  whose  distinct  end  is  the  destruction  of  the 
independence  of  doctors;  the  time  is  looked  forward  to  (as  we  have 
often  said)  when  they  will  be  delivered,  tied  hand  and  foot,  to  the 
retail  druggist. 

"Congress  has  adjourned,  and  this  bill  has  not  yet  become  a  law, 
but  like  another  Phenix,  it  will  rise  again  from  its  ashes  about  Decem- 
ber 1  next.  Keep  in  mind  this  fact,  and  that  hereafter  The  American 
Medical  Association  is  to  be  represented  in  Washington  by  a  paid 
lobbyist.  The  services  of  Organizer  McCormick  have  been  retained  for 
another  year,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  a  portion  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  it  is  now  announced  that  his  time  will  be  largely  spent 
in  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  medical  profession  and  in  procur- 
ing c much-needed'  legislation  in  the  various  state  legislatures  and  at 
the  national  capital. 

"Every  doctor  in  the  country  who  prizes  his  own  liberty  and  who 
is  unwilling  to  pop  up  or  down  (as  it  pleases  the  powers  at  103  Dear- 
born avenue,  Chicago,  and  those  in  close  touch  therewith)  when  the 
proper  string  is  pulled,  should  get  busy,  and  right  now.  Write  to  Mr. 
Mann,  the  author  of  this  bill,  addressing  him  at  the  Union  League 
Club,  Chicago,  and  let  him  know  how  you  stand  on  this  question 
and  that  you  will  not  stand  idly  by  and  see  your  rights  taken  away. 
Write  to  your  own  Congressman  and  let  him  know  that  insidious 
efforts  of  this  kind  are  under  way,  and  that  you  are  against  them  and 
against  him  if  he  favors  them.  All  of  the  independent  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  independent  medical  journals  and  independent 
manufacturers  should  be  called  to  arms.  None  of  us  enjoys  being 
railroaded  through- to  the  scrap-heap,  and  all  of  us  will  fight  to  the 
last  if  we  must. 

"Who  is  behind  this  bill?  It  is  safe  to  say  that  it  did  not  orig- 
inate in  the  fertile  brain  of  Mr.  Mann.  Let  the  author  speak  out  and 
make  his  name  known." 
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Twaddle. 

A  writer  in  a  prominent  old  school  journal  predicts  that  the  day 
is  not  far  distant  when  people  will  become  convinced  that  it  is  en- 
tirely unnecessary  to  take  medicines  when  they  are  sick,  and  that  the 
doctor  will,  therefore,  soon  cease  to  be  surrounded  by  shelves  of  drugs. 
This  wonderful  change  the  writer  says,  is  to  be  brought  about  by 
exterminating  many  millions  of  microbes  through  the  agency  of 
sanitary  regulations,  municipal  governments,  inspectors  and  health 
officers.  He  regards  drugs  as  things  of  the  past,  and  says  that  hygiene, 
suitable  diet  and  plenty  of  sun  and  fresh  air  can  well  take  their  place. 

Your  case  is  surely  a  bad  one,  doctor,  but  it  is  possible  that  a 
careful  perusal  of  a  few  Eclectic  books  might  afford  a  slight  easement 
to  your  mind. 

Book  Reviews 

Pocket  Manual  of  Homeopathic  Materia  Medica  comprising  the  char- 
acteristic and  guiding  symptoms  of  all  remedies,  by  William 
Eoericke,  M.D.,  professor  of  materia  medica  and  therapeutics  at 
the  Hahnemann  Hospital  College  of  San  Francisco,  author  of 
"A  Compend  of  the  Principles  of  Homeopathy,"  associate  author 
of  "The  Twelve  Tissue  Remedies,"  etc.,  etc.  Fourth  edition, 
revised  and  enlarged,  with  the  addition  of  a  repertory  by  Oscar 
E.  Boericke,  A.B.,  M.D.,  lecturer  on  materia  medica,  lecturer  on 
institutes  and  sub-clinician  of  therapeutics  at  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.  Published  by  Boericke  &  Run- 
yon,  New  York,  1908.    Price,  $3.50. 

This,  the  fourth  edition,  has  been  revised  and  enlarged,  is  printed 
on  thin  India  opaque  paper,  and  although  it  contains  nearly  a  thousand 
pages,  is  smaller  than  previous  editions. 

It  is  a  most  excellent  book  and  contains  a  repertory  of  great  value 
because  of  its  completeness.  Keep  it  on  your  desk,  doctor,  and  con- 
sult it  frequently. 

Diseases  of  the  Xervous  System,  by  John  Eastman  Wilson,  A.B., 
M.D.,  professor  of  diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  New  York 
Homoeopathic  Medical  College  and  Flower  Hospital,  and  in  the 
New  York  Medical  College  and  Hospital  for  Women,  neurologist 
to  the  Flower  Hospital,  Women's  Hospital,  Hahnemann  Hospital, 
Laura  Franklin  Free  Hospital  for  Children,  St.  Mary's  Hospital, 
Passaic,  N.  J.,  and  consulting  neurologist  to  the  State  Hospital, 
Middletown,  N.  Y. 

A  compendium  of  the  diseases  of  the  nervou9  system,  based  upon 
the  author's  conception  of  the  needs  of  the  student,  and  of  the  general 
practitioner  of  medicine.  It  presents,  in  reasonable  detail,  the  accepted 
opinions  of  the  etiology,  pathology,  symptoms  and  treatment  of  these 
diseases,  and,  in  addition,  such  modifications  as  are  suggested  by  the 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


237 


experience  of  the  author,  or  are  of  such  recent  date  that  they  are  as 
yet  to  be  found  in  current  literature  only.  The  author  recognizes  that 
the  average  practitioner  does  not  profess  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  normal  or  pathological  anatomy  of  the  nervous  system,  and  there- 
fore elemental  statements  and  frequent  repetitions  have  been  employed. 
Treatment  hast  been  very  fully  described  in  all  its  forms,  and  while, 
in  many  instances,  it  has  been  necessary  to  point  out  the  futility  of 
all  varieties  of  therapeutics,  homeopathic  remedies  have  been  given 
the  prominence  which  experience  has  shown  to  be  their  due,  and  the 
frequent  necessity  for  palliatives  and  adjuvants  has  had  its  proper 
recognition.  The  anatomy  and  pathology  of  nervous  structures  is 
fully  illustrated,  largely  by  original  drawings.  The  book  will  con- 
tain about  465  pages.  Price  in  cloth,  $3.50;  price  in  half  morocco,  $4.50. 
Boericke  &  Runyon,  publishers,  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

Reference  and  Dose  Book.    By  C.  Henri  Leonard,  A.M.,  M.D.,  emer- 
itus professor  of  gynecology  in  the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine. 
New  and  enlarged  edition ;  40th  thousand.     Cloth,  limp  sides, 
round  corners,  thin  paper,  i6mo.,  145  pages;  price,  75  cents.  The 
Illustrated  Medical  Journal  Company,  publishers,  Detroit. 
The  changes  in  the  new  edition  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia  are 
given  in  this  edition  of  "Leonard's  Dose  Book"  in  two  groupings,  one 
showing  those  of  "Increased  Strength,"   the   other   of  "Decreased 
Strength,"  and  the  new  doses  for  these  changes.    All  the  dose  list  has 
been  carefully  "proof-read"  by  several  different  readersi,  so  as  to  insure 
absolute  accuracy  in  the  (nearly)  4,000  remedies  given.    The  U.  S. 
Dispensatory  has  been  followed  for  medium  and  maximum  dosage. 
The  common  name  (in  small  type)  is  given  after  the  drug  name  and 
dose.    Besides  this  complete  dose  list,  the  book  has  numerous  useful 
tables  and  a  theraeputic  index. 

This  new  edition  has  been  printed  'on  thin  paper  so  as  to  make 
it  adaptable  for  buggy  case  or  "bag,"  the  whole  being  only  one-fourth 
of  an  inch  thick  and  weighing  only  about  triree  ounces.  Its  round 
corners  and  smooth  linen  covers  also  make  it  "easy  carrying"  in  the 
pocket.  With  this  little  book  at  hand  you  need  never  be  at  a  loss  for 
accurate  dosage  (new  or  old  style)  of  a  remedy. 


Items 

Dr.  J.  A.  Reid  and  Dr.  A.  Gombar  received  their  licenses  last 
week.  They  were  the  only  ones  of  the  class  of  1908  that  took  the  June 
examination.   

At  the  June  examination  the  following  juniors  passed :  O.  J. 
Ruzicka,  John  Birkenhauer,  Lieberman. 

Dr.  Anna  Bloomer  has  removed  to  267  West  Seventieth  street. 

Dr.  N.  M.  Villone  has  removed  to  345  West  Twenty-eight  street. 

Dr.  Chas.  Lloyd  has  removed  to  478  Fourth  street,  Brooklyn. 
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The  Western  New  York  Eclectic  Medical  Society  expects  to  do 
much  active  work  this  winter.  Drs.  Smith,  Rowe,  Manwarren,  Doll 
and  Toms  have  each  promised  to  prepare  papers  for  their  meetings. 
The  Review  family  may  expect  to  read  these  papers  in  the  near 
future.   

The  New  York  Specific  Medication  Club  expects  this  winter  to 
carry  on  some  experiments  on  the  hypodermic  use  of  our  vegetable 
remedies.   

Cardiac  Tonic. — "I  have  prescribed  cactina  pillets  in  a  number  of 
cases  of  heart  trouble  and  find  them  a  reliable  cardiac  tonic,  especially 
in  weak  heart  with  small,  frequent  intermittent  pulse.  They  are  a 
specific  in  functional  heart  trouble." — R.  A.  Clopton,  M.  D.,  Milan, 
Tenn.   

Send  in  the  names  of  the  high  school  graduates  in  your  neigh- 
borhood so  that  we  may  send  them  catalogues. 

The  applications  for  catalogues  are  numerous,  and  the  prospects 
for  the  next  session  most  excellent. 

Dr.  M.  B.  Pearlstien  is  enjoying  his  vacation  on  Muncie  Island. 

Dr.  M.  H.  Hennil  has  written  a  most  interesting  article  upon  the 
effect  of  the  Asheville  climate  on  tuberculosis.  Send  to  him  for  a 
copy  to  Asheville,  North  Carolina. 


Have  you  read  "Drug  Treatise  No.  16,"  the  record  of  Scutellaria 
in  hydrophobia,  issued  by  the  Lloyd  Brothers?  Everyone  should  read 
it.    It  contains  most  useful  and  valuable  suggestions. 


Our  fair-haired  boy  is  kept  busy  attending  to  the  registrar's 
duties.   

Prince  Henry,  of  Union  Course,  is  spending  his  vacation  at  his 
old  home  in  Germany.   

The  dispensary  has  been  reorganized  and  the  following  staff  ap- 
pointed :  Doctors  Gombar,  Schaffer,  Greenberg,  Wolf,  De  Lio,  Phelan 
and  Mellis.  Dr.  Scimeca  is  in  charge  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat 
department,  and  Dr.  V.  Von  Unrue  the  dental  department.  Dr.  G.  W. 
Boskowitz,  superintendent.   

President  Tyrrell,  of  the  County  Society,  has  appointed  a  number 
of  special  essayists  for  the  fall  meetings  and  promises  us  a  fine  attend- 
ance and  good  papers.   

The  work  of  repair  and  remodeling  at  239  continues,  and  we  are 
promised  that  everything  shall  be  in  good  order  by  September  1. 
When  in  the  neighborhood  "drop  in."  The  "Admiral"  will  be  at  the 
college  every  day  at  eleven  o'clock  and  will  accord  you  a  hearty 
welcome. 
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Hysteria  is  the  expression  of  one  form  of  nervous  debility.  Celerina 
is  thus  peculiarly  indicated  because  of  its  tonic  effect  on  the  whole 
nervous  system.   

The  Kaffee  klatch  continues  at  Second  avenue  and  Fourteenth 
street.  .  

A  special  request  has  been  sent  to  the  "Prince,"  who  for  some 
time  has  reserved  Thursdays  for  refreshment  and  recreation — to 
change  the  day,  so  that  he  may  again  be  active  in  society  work. 


Good  time  of  year  to  make  your  own  buttermilk  with  P.  D.  & 
Co.'s  lactone  tablets.   

It  is  comforting  to  see  the  satisfied  air  that  surrounds  Baron 
Schultz,  who  has  the  best  equipped  office  on  the  East  Side. 


Are  you  using  Glyconda? 

Every  member  of  the  alumni  should  be  present  at  the  reorganiza- 
tion meeting.    Call  will  be  issued  early  in  September. 

Many  bright  ideas  in  every  issue  of  "Stuffed  Club."  Subscribe 
for  it.   

Send  for  catalogue  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  239  East  Fourteenth  street,  J.  T.  Sibley,  secretary. 


Have  you  become  acquainted  with  Unguentine  Soap?  It  is  a  joy 
forever.   

Boericke  &  Tafel,  homeopathic  pharmacists,  importers  and  pub- 
lishers, have  stores  at  145  Grand  street,  129  West  Forty-second  street 
and  634  Columbus  avenue.  When  in  need  of  homeopathic  tinctures, 
triturations,  etc.,  patronize  them. 


Two  thirty-nine  seems  lonesome  and  will  gladly  welcome  the 
matron  when  she  returns.   

The  Beachonian  Dispensary,  located  at  183  Ludlow  street,  has 
been  entirely  renovated  and  remodeled. 


Dysmenorrhea. 

Whether  a  congestive,  neuralgic  or  membranous  type  of  dysmen- 
orrhea, Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound  acts  most  promptly  and  effect- 
ively. If  administered  a  week  in  advance  of  the  flow  and  its  use  is 
continued  in  slightly  reduced  doses  throughout  the  period,  the  excru- 
ciating pains  and  cramps  will  be  relieved. 
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Normal  Tinctures 

MAM  — 

Their  Evolution 
and  Manufacture 

In  1870  the  late  William  S.  Merrell,  A.M.,  M.D., 
gave  to  Professor  John  M.  Scudder  the  pharma- 
ceutical data  contained  in  his  book  called  Specific 
Medication.  At  that  time  the  fluid  medicines  of  the 
Eclectic  school  were  known  as  Essential  Tinctures 
— preparations  which  were  certainly  in  advance  of 
the  times.  Gradually,  from  this  beginning,  the 
ethical  and  scientifically  correct  Normal  Tinctures 
were  developed. 

Upon  the  label  is  expressed  the  relation  which 
the  finished  Normal  Tincture  bears  to  the  crude 
drug  from  which  it  is  obtained.  PURITY,  CLEAN- 
LINESS and  EFFICIENCY  are  their  leading  char- 
acteristics. A  trial  in  practice  will  convince  any 
observant  medical  man  that  they  stand  pre-eminent 
in  all  those  qualities  so  essential  to  the  success  of 
the  physician.  The  labels  are  especially  designed 
to  aid  physicians  in  prescribing  according  to  specific 
indications.  The  dose,  frequency  of  administration 
and  direct  indications  are  upon  each  bottle.  How- 
ever, the  dose  of  a  remedy,  within  certain  limits, 
and  the  frequency  of  its  administration,  are  often 
questions  which  the  physician  must  decide,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment  and  experience. 
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The  New  Laboratory. 

On  September  5  the  college  faculty  inspected  the  new  labora- 
tory, donated  by  the  widow  of  the  late  Doctor  Krausi.  This  labor- 
atory occupies  the  entire  second  floor  of  the  building  and  is  com- 
plete to  the  minutest  detail. 

The  faculty  were  all  delighted  and  the  following  letter  was 
sent  to  Mrs.  Nellie  Krausi : 

September  4,  1908. 

Mrs.  Nellie  Krausi,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 

Dear  Mrs.  Krausi:  The  officers  and  faculty  of  the  Eclectic 
Medical  College  of  the  City  of  Xew  York  assembled  at  their  first 
meeting  of  the  session  of  1908-09  desire  to  express  to  you  their 
sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  of  your  most  generous  gift,  and 
to  say  that  they  this  day  have  inspected  the  Krausi  laboratory 
of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  and  find  it  is  very  complete  and 
its  equipment  ample. 

We  assure  you  that  it  has  added  much  to  the  convenience  and 
usefulness  of  the  school,  and  will  stand  as  a  memorial  of  love  from 
the  widow  of  one  of  its  most  popular  graduates.    Sincerely  yours, 

G.  W.  BOSKOWITZ,  President. 

The  president  of  the  faculty.  Doctor  Thompson,  after  con- 
gratulating the  board  upon  this  added  equipment,  delivered  an 
earnest  appeal  for  all  to  strive  to  fill  the  school  to  its  capacity  with 
good  students. 

With  our  facilities  and  equipment  he  argued  that  we  could  have 
one  hundred  students  without  overcrowding  or  neglecting  a  single 
one  ;  each  could  have  individual  and  personal  attention. 

The  registrar,  Doctor  Harris,  reported  extensive  correspond- 
ence, and  said  so  far  as  he  could  judge  from  it,  we  would  have 
more  up-state  students  this  year  than  usual. 

Various  members  of  the  faculty  spoke  encouragingly,  after 
which  they  adjourned  to  arrange  schedule. 
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Temperature  in  Tuberculosis. 

Some  valuable  facts  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  a  careful 
and  continued  observation  of  the  temperature  in  tuberculosis  are 
interestingly  presented  in  a  recently  published  paper  by  Dr.  Henry 
P.  Loomis,  of  this  city.  He  says  that  by  means  of  the  temperature 
range  we  may  suspect  the  existence  of  tuberculosis  before  there 
are  other  symptoms  or  any  physical  signs  of  the  disease.  Absence 
of  temperature,  however,  does  not  always  indicate  absence  of  tuber- 
culosis. If  the  disease  is  active  the  temperature  never  comes  down 
to  normal  at  any  time  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  The  higher  the 
day  temperature  the  more  active  the  disease.  In  forming  a  prog- 
nosis from  the  temperature  we  must  be  guided  by  the  effect  of  rest 
on  the  fever.  In  pulmonary  hemorrhage  if  the  fever  is  slight  the 
hemorrhage  is  of  less  importance  than  where  the  temperature  is 
considerably  elevated.  High  temperature,  with  a  rise  of  two  or 
three  degrees  at  night,  is  a  very  certain  indication  of  acute  miliary 
deposit.  Irregular  temperature  between  ioo°  and  ioi°  indicates  a 
slow  and  inactive  deposit.  When  the  temperature  is  about  normal, 
and  does  not  rise  above  ioi°  at  night  we  have  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  advancement  of  the  disease  is  very  slow,  and  a  day  tem- 
perature not  above  99.5 0  indicates  that  there  is  little  if  any  change 
in  the  disease.  J.  W.  F. 


Arteriosclerosis. 

In  a  lengthy  and  able  paper,  Dr.  Lancereaux,  an  eminent  French 
writer,  takes  exception  to  the  frequently  expressed  statement  that 
hardening  of  the  arterial  walls  is  a  condition  peculiar  to  old  age. 
He  says  that  he  has  often  met  with  this  affection  in  patients  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  years  of  age,  and  observed  that  in  the  com- 
paratively young  its  course  was  much  more  rapid  than  in  the  aged. 
It  is  his  opinion  that  its  two  main  causes  are  gout  and  lead  poison- 
ing, and  that  the  influence  of  tobacco,  liquor  and  alimentary  tox- 
emia has  been  overestimated  by  many  writers.  The  action  of  these 
agents  is  important  only  in  case  there  is  a  tendency  to  gout  or  lead 
poisoning.  Members  of  families  exhibiting  a  predisposition  to  gout 
should  receive  early  treatment  with  a  view  to  modifying  any  con- 
dition of  the  nervous  system  which  predisposes  to  arteriosclerosis. 
The  doctor  believes  that  by  such  treatment  he  has  been  able  to 
delay  the  progress  of  the  affection  in  many  cases.  The  treatment 
should  be  such  as  will  soothe  the  nervous  system,  favor  elimina- 
tion of  waste  and  ward  off  impending  uremia  or  cerebral  insuffi- 
ciency. J.  W.  F. 

Treatment  of  Neurasthenia. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  both  for  and  against  the  vaunted 
"rest  cure"  in  neurasthenia,  and  no  doubt  the  subject  is  worthy  of 
careful  consideration.    One  writer,  a  man  who  has  had  large  experi- 
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ence  in  the  treatment  of  neurasthenics,  says  that  physical  rest,  as  the 
term  is  generally  understood,  is  not  adapted  to  this  peculiar  affec- 
tion, and  forcibly  points  out  the  fact  that  neurasthenics  usually  lead 
faulty  lives  and  exhibit  a  tendency  to  magnify  the  importance  of 
small  things  and  to  constantly  worry  about  trifles.  Worry  and 
anxiety  are  very  intimately  associated  with  a  sense  of  fatigue  which 
is  not  readily  distinguished  from  that  caused  by  arduous  labor,  but 
it  is  not  relieved  by  any  of  the  usual  forms  of  physiological  rest. 
The  greater  number  of  patients  suffering  from  the  most  marked 
form  of  neurasthenia  have  never  become  excessively  fatigued  from 
muscular  activity.  These  patients  often  have  a  feeling  of  fatigue 
brought  on  by  the  mere  thought  of  physical  or  mental  exertion. 
If  they  wish  to  do  anything  it  is  usually  something  which  requires 
less  exertion  than  is  needed  in  ordinary  activities. 

When  there  is  a  lack  of  fat  and  blood,  the  writer  deems  it  pos- 
sible that  the  "rest  cure"  may  accomplish  much,  but  the  great  need 
in  most  cases  is  to  bring  about  gradually  the  conditions  of  normal 
life  by  pleasant  and  progressive  occupation.  He  says  that  most 
neurasthenics  are  adaptable  people,  with  artistic  taste  and  critical 
ability,  and  that  there  is  an  inborn  love  in  man  of  making  beautiful 
things  out  of  crude  elements.  With  this  view  in  mind  he  has  estab- 
lished in  connection  with  his  sanitarium  a  shop  for  the  manufacture 
of  pottery  and  woven  fabrics,  in  which  a  competent  teacher  directs 
the  work.  On  beginning  treatment  the  patient  is  given  a  few  days' 
rest,  and  then,  without  warning,  is  required  to  do  something  in  the 
shop.  A  progressive  program  is  written  out  for  each  day  and  en- 
trusted to  the  nurse.  This  prevents  anticipatory  fatigue.  When 
the  patient  produces  anything  of  value  it  is  sold  and  the  proceeds 
credited  to  the  maker.  This  work  in  the  shop  directs  the  patient's 
mind  toward  normal  activity,  and  the  doctor  deems  it  an  essential 
part  of  the  treatment.  J.  W.  F. 


Professor  Josephus  Henry  Gunning,  M.D. 

Doctor  Josephus  Henry  Gunning,  who  passed  away  on  Satur- 
day night,  August  29,  at  his  home  in  Scarsdale,  was  born  in  New 
York  City  on  May  9,  1847,  tne  son  °f  Edwin  and  Elizabeth  (Bar- 
stow)  Gunning,  and  was  a  descendant  of  the  old  English  families 
of  Gunning  and  Brewer. 

Dr.  Gunning  attended  school  at  the  Trenton  Academy  and  the 
Xew  Jersey  State  Model  School.  He  then  went  to  the  New  York 
Eclectic  Medical  College,  graduating  in  1867.  He  was  also  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Homeopathic  Medical  College  and  the  New  York 
University. 

In  1869  he  entered  the  United  States  Army  as  acting  assistant 
surgeon,  and  served  in  the  department  of  Texas,  Louisiana,  Cali- 
fornia and  the  East.  In  1870,  when  he  was  but  twenty-three  years 
old,  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Texas  State  Lunatic  Asylum.    He  was 
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engaged  in  many  military  movements  against  the  Indians,  and  for 
some  months  spent  most  of  his  time  in  the  saddle.  In  the  fall  of 
1878  he  left  the  army  and  established  himself  in  practice  in  New 
York  City,  which  was  continuous  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

Dr.  Gunning  devoted  some  time  to  teaching  and  authorship. 
In  1881  he  was  appointed  professor  of  obstetrics  in  the  Columbia 
School  of  Comparative  Anatomy,  and  filled  the  place  until  in  1883 
he  was  elected  dean  of  the  faculty,  which  position  he  held  till  his 
death.  In  1890  to  1892  he  was  an  instructor  in  electro  therapeutics 
in  New  York  Post-Graduate  Medical  School.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  held  the  chairs  of  obstetrics  and  embryology  at  the 
Eclectic  College,  and  was  a  director  of  the  Northeastern  Dispensary. 

He  was  associate  author  of  "Practical  Treatise  on  Electricity 
in  Gynecology,"  published  in  1891.  He  has  also  written  various 
papers  on  medical  and  surgical  topics,  and  was  at  work  on  a  book 
on  embryology  when  he  was  called  to  rest. 

On  July  6,  1870,  he  married  Frances  Murray  Forst,  of  Trenton. 
Besides  his  widow  he  leaves  one  son,  Clarence  Joseph  Forst,  who 
is  married  and  has  one  child ;  two  daughters,  Miss  Emeline  Augusta 
and  Miss  Frances  Maude ;  also  his  daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Frederick 
Henry  Gunning  and  her  child. 

Dr.  Gunning  was  a  member  of  many  medical  organizations, 
in  all  of  which  he  was  very  active.  He  was  president  of  the  board 
of  health  of  Scarsdale,  and  had  held  the  position  for  many  years. 

Personally  he  was  a  man  of  great  popularity;  always  cheerful 
and  ready  with  a  jest  or  pleasant  greeting.  He  took  special  pains 
with  the  small  courtesies  and  kindnesses  that  are  often  overlooked 
by  busy  men. 

At  our  meeting  in  Albany  last  March  he  was  one  of  the  most 
enthusiastic  of  those  who  attended,  and  enjoyed  every  moment  of 
the  time.  Many  times  during  the  winter  he  referred  to  the  work 
of  the  session. 

At  a  meeting  of  his  associates  at  the  college,  held  August  31,  the 
following  minute  was  placed  upon  the  records  and  a  copy  sent  to 
his  family: 

Electic  Medical  College, 
239  East  14th  St.,  New  York  City, 
Sept.  2,  1908. 

The  board  of  officers,  trustees  and  faculty  of  the  Eclectic  Med- 
ical College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  with  heartfelt  sorrow  tender 
their  sincere  sympathy  and  condolence  to  Mrs.  Josephus  Gunning 
and  family  at  the  great  loss  they  have  sustained  in  the  death  of 
such  a  kind,  good  and  faithful  husband  and  father. 

He  was  a  man  who  endeared  himself  to  all  of  those  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact ;  frank  and  outspoken,  yet  always  kind  and 
generous.    As  a  professor  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  he  won 
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the  high  esteem  of  all  his  colleagues,  and  by  his  zeal  and  kindness 
as  a  tutor  he  endeared  himself  to  each  and  every  student. 

The  sad  event  of  his  death  has  cast  a  gloom  over  the  entire 
faculty,  and  his  familiar  figure  will  be  sadly  missed  in  the  everyday 
routine  of  the  college  work.  In  social  life  he  was  a  very  genial 
and  lovable  man,  as  all  his  personal  acquaintances  will  testify. 

He  leaves  to  his  family  the  heritage  of  a  stainless  and  illus- 
trious name,  and  to  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  many  pleasant 
and  inspiring  memories. 

Few  men  will  be  missed  more  than  he.  His  pleasant  com- 
panionship was  always  eagerly  looked  for,  especially  at  commence- 
ments and  reunions  of  the  college. 

The  good  Lord  has  seen  fit  to  call  him  to  his  reward  after  a 
life  full  of  years  well  spent  in  the  arduous  duties  of  an  extensive 
practice  and  a  teacher  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College. 

With  sorrowful  hearts  his  friends  accept  the  decree,  and  bow  to 
the  will  of  Divine  Providence ;  but  his  memory  will  live  forever  and 
be  cherished  with  respect  and  affection  in  the  hearts  of  his  numer- 
ous friends : 

Life's  race  well  run, 
Life's  work  well  done, 
Life's  victory  won, 

Now  cometh  rest. 


Original  Articles  \ 

The  National  Dental  Disease — "Pyorrhea  Alveolaris." 

BY  V.  VON  UNRUH,  D.D.S. 

"Know  Thyself,"  the  injunction  placed  upon  man  by  the  Greek 
philosophy,  is  among  all  others  the  most  wise,  practical,  and  bene- 
ficent in  its  effects.  Self-knowledge  leads  to  an  understanding  of 
self,  and  thus  to  a  right  way  of  living.  Although  the  Greeks  includ- 
ed in  their  injunction  the  whole  of  the  man,  physical,  mental,  and 
psychical,  its  application  to  his  purely  physical  nature  is  too  ob- 
vious not  to  be  taken  into  account.  And  since  of  all  the  organs 
of  man's  body  controlled  by  the  will,  his  mouth  and  teeth  do  by 
far  the  greatest  amount  of  work,  as  expressed  in  units  of  power, 
it  seems  but  appropriate  to  apply  a  proportionate  attention  to  this 
region.  We  will  forego  an  estimate  as  to  the  amount  of  work  done 
by  the  tongue,  leashed  or  unhampered,  for  this  is  individually  dif- 
ferent, though  the  tongue  is  the  most  exaggerating  organ  man 
possesses,  both  in  the  way  of  exaggerating  the  size  of  what  it  feels 
as  in  the  effects  of  its  working  upon  sensitive  fellow  men.  The 
tongue  feels  and  pronounces  a  cavity  in  a  tooth  as  large  enough  to 
insert  a  whole  finger,  whereas  its  actual  size  does  not  exceed  that 
of  a  millet  seed ;  and  of  the  magnitude  of  either  flattered  or  hurt 
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feelings  produced  by  the  never  ceasing  energy  of  the  tongue  it 
would  seem  prudent  to  observe  a  polite  silence. 

"Pyorrhea  alveolaris,"  by  virtue  of  the  extraordinarily  wide  scope 
of  its  occurrence  among  the  people  of  the  U.  S.  well  deserves  the 
name  of  the  national  dental  disease.  There  is  to  my  knowledge 
no  other  people  on  the  earth  among  which  this  disease  has  wrought 
so  much  havoc  and  is  still  exerting  its  baleful  influence  on  the  pres- 
ent, and  sad  to  say,  future  generations. 

The  name  "Pyorrhea  alveolaris"  designates  flow  of  pus  from 
the  alveoli  or  sockets  of  the  teeth.  The  roots  of  our  teeth  are  not 
lodged  in  the  jawbone  itself,  but  in  a  bony  process  of  the  jaw;  this 
process  is  permeated  by  numerous  canals,  like  a  sponge,  and,  after 
the  extraction  of  a  tooth  is  absorbed  by  the  blood ;  hence  our  gums 
shrink  when  we  have  lost  one  or  more  of  the  valuable  accessory 
organs  of  digestion.  It  is  when  pus  becomes  lodged  and  is  generat- 
ed in  those  alveoli  that  we  have  a  true  case  of  pyorrhea  or,  as  it 
has  been  called,  Rigg's  disease. 

The  question  will  be  asked  how  do  we  acquire  this  desease 
which  causes  such  terrible  loss  of  teeth,  such  discomforts,  and  all 
sorts  of  annoyances  from  a  bad  odor  in  one's  mouth  to  the  most 
excruciating  pain.  There  are  two  main  causes,  hereditary  and  ac- 
quired. The  fact  that  one  source  of  the  disease  is  hereditary  at 
once  shows  us  that  there  must  be  something  wrong  in  our  consti- 
tution about  our  blood,  this  latter  being  impure  or  infected  to  a 
degree ;  for  it  is  the  blood  that  is  the  great  factor  of  either  physi- 
cal welfare  or  disease.  Pyorrhea  is  a  constitutional  as  well  as  local 
disease,  the  cause  of  the  local  manifestation  being  a  defect  in  the 
blood.  This  defect  appears  most  commonly  in  the  shape  of  a  re- 
minder, rheumatism  or  gout,  and  thus  gives  us  the  clue  as  to  what 
is  wrong  about  our  blood ;  it  is  the  uric  acid  in  it.  A  person  afflict- 
ed with  pyorrhea  should  have  his  urine  frequently  examined  by  a 
competent  physician,  who  will  pronounce  the  result  with  cer- 
tainty. 

Most  people  show  the  first  symptoms  of  gout  or  pyorrhea  after 
they  have  passed  the  twenty-fifth  year.  Often  the  disease  makes 
its  appearance  so  suddenly  as  to  greatly  alarm  the  one  so  affected. 
If  people  knew  themselves  better  they  could  well  provide  against 
an  outbreak  of  the  disease  and  never  be  affected  by  it  at  all.  All 
people  who  have  this  hereditary  predisposition  to  gout  or  pyorrhea 
will  find  a  hard  lump  in  the  roof  of  their  mouths;  this  for  me  is  an 
infallible  sign,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  the  first  to  pro- 
nounce this  fact,  but  it  nevertheless  remains  such.  This  hard 
lump  usually  appears  at  the  age  of  nine  and  continues  to  increase 
in  size  until  the  fifteenth  or  eighteenth  year  is  reached.  It  is  a  de- 
position of  calcium  salts  as  bone,  at  the  junction  of  the  four  plates 
of  bone  which  go  to  make  up  our  hard  palate;  anatomically,  at  the 
articulation  of  the  horizontal  processes  of  the  two  superior  maxil- 
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lary  bones  with  those  of  the  two  palate  bones.  This  hard  lump  has 
the  shape  of  the  bottom  of  a  boat,  its  keel  pointing  from  before 
backward  and  its  rounded  under  surface  projecting  into  the  cavity 
of  the  mouth.  The  appearance  of  that  bony  deposit  is  due  to  an 
abnormal  digestion  and  assimilation  of  calcium  salts,  and  in 
this  manner  the  blood  is  partly  cleared  of  the  superfluous  calcium ; 
likewise  the  calcium  is  infiltrated  into  the  saliva,  which  in  turn  de- 
posits it  as  tartar  against  the  teeth.  Furthermore,  the  well-known 
enlarged  knuckles  of  the  fingers  in  cases  of  gout  and  pyorrhea 
point  likewise  to  an  affirmation  of  this  theory;  yet,  theory  it  re- 
mains, like  so  many  other  things  concerning  our  body;  for  this 
small  epitome  of  the  universe  like  the  universe  itself  is  but  half 
explored  and  known  by  any  of  us. 

The  second  cause  for  the  disease  lies  in  the  individual  habits 
of  living,  and  thus  we  term  the  malady  self-acquired.  Habits  of 
living  are  invariably  at  fault,  and  none  but  the  one  so  afflicted  is 
responsible;  while  in  the  former  case  of  hereditary  predisposition 
the  responsibility  is  ancestral,  yet  the  effects  of  heredity  may  be 
entirely  avoided  by  a  rational  mode  of  living.  Too  much  meat  and 
too  much  alcohol  are  always  to  blame.  Within  my  personal  know- 
ledge and  observation  are  families,  represented  by  three  genera- 
tions, who  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  the  ravages  of  either  too  much 
meat  or  too  much  alcohol  or  both,  and  who  could  be  induced  to  de- 
sist only  by  the  darkest  picture  of  the  consequences  of  their  mode 
of  living.  Yet,  one  need  be  neither  a  vegetarian  nor  an  extremist 
against  alcohol,  but  hold  to  the  wise  precept  of  Horace :  Mediam 
tenere  beati.  Lean  beef  is  one  of  the  best  means  to  build  up  tissue 
waste,  but  only  for  those  who  do  hard  physical  work.  And  having 
studied  and  treated  cases  in  abundant  numbers  from  that  class 
of  people  who  perform  much  physical  labor,  I  have  found  that  in 
spite  of  "meat  three  times  a  day''  they  are  free  from  the  consequen- 
ces of  such  meat  diet  as  far  as  their  teeth  are  concerned.  "Meat 
three  times  a  day,"  or  what  is  commonly  known  as  "three  square 
meals  a  day"  is  the  most  certain  way  and  the  quickest  at  that  to  a 
premature  grave  not  only,  but  also  to  inflict  untold  suffering  upon 
ones  progeny.  But  as  our  beef  and.  other  trusts  are  successfully 
hanging  our  meat  baskets  higher  and  higher,  let  us  content  our- 
selves with  this  compulsory  abstinence  and  feel  rather  inclined  to 
be  thankful  for  their  doing  so,  seeing  that  it  is  largely  the  insatiable 
demand  for  meat  which  causes  insatiable  trusts  to  exact  higher 
prices.  Thus  we  are  reverting  unwillingly  from  the  order  of  car- 
nivora  with  which  we  were  in  danger  of  being  classed,  to  that  of 
mixed  feeders,  which  nature  has  prescribed  for  man. 

An  over-indulgence  in  alcohol,  especially  the  constant  sipping, 
so  well  known  under  the  euphemism  of  an  "occasional  drink,"  is 
productive  of  gout  and  pyorrhea  and  their  train  of  sequels.  Alcohol 
destroys  cell  activity,  foremost  that  of  the  white  blood  corpuscles. 
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If  a  person  accustomed  to  the  use  of  alcohol  could  but  examine  the 
inside  of  his  stomach  and  intestines,  anatomically,  physiologically, 
and  chemically,  he  would  stop  all  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  at  once 
and  for  ever  from  sheer  astonishment  and  shock  from  what  he 
sees.  And  what  then  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  liquor  dealers 
if  we  and  our  relatives  and  our  friends  and  their  friends  and  so  on, 
should  all  cease  to  feel  the  need  of  alcoholic  drinks?  Would  those 
dealers  not,  one  and  all,  be  compelled  to  stop  the  sale  of  liquors, 
a  feat  which  our  fantastic  fanatics  strive  to  bring  about  by  inher- 
ently weak  human  laws  of  prohibition,  instead  of  by  educating 
people  to  individual  right  thinking?  Alcohol  in  its  undiluted  state 
is  just  as  poisonous  as  carbolic  acid;  it  destroys  tissue  by  too  rapid 
oxidation,  burning,  as  it  were,  its  surface.  Yet,  a  wise  use  of  al- 
cohol and  meat  is  beneficent;  and  it  is  the  perversion,  not  the  use 
of  the  human  reason,  which  as  Dr.  Ellingwood  has  pointed  out, 
has  been  condemned  by  those  who  compiled  the  Scriptures.  The 
deductions  are  too  obvi'ous  to  necessitate  our  further  consideration. 

The  symptoms  of  hereditary  predisposition  to  and  constitutional 
causes  for  pyorrhea  have  been  mentioned ;  hence  we  will  acquaint 
ourselves  with  the  local  signs,  which  being  visible  are  infallible 
guides  for  our  diagnosis.  The  local  cause  is  always  tartar, 
which,  held  in  suspension  by  the  saliva,  enters  the  oral  cav- 
ity at  those  places  where  the  saliva  empties  into  it.  These  places 
are  situated  on  the  upper  part  of  the  inside  of  the  cheek  muscle, 
one  on  each  side,  opposite  the  large  first  molar  tooth,  or  a  little 
back  of  it ;  two  more,  also  one  on  each  side,  between  the  sides  of 
the  tongue  and  the  inside  of  the  lower  jaw;  and  over  twenty  little 
openings  beneath  the  tip  of  the  tongue  at  both  sides  of  the  little 
tongue  band  that  becomes  visible  when  that  organ  is  raised.  This 
tartar  deposits  on  the  teeth  opposite,  just  around  the  gum  margin; 
it  is  rough  and  granular  and,  the  gum  having  a  free  movable  mar- 
gin, just  such  as  exists  at  the  root  of  our  nails,  there  is  constant 
friction  of  the  gum  on  the  rough  tartar  on  the  neck  of  the  tooth; 
friction  means  irritation,  and  this  produces  inflammation,  and  this  in 
turn,  if  the  cause  of  the  trouble  be  not  removed,  brings  about  sup- 
puration or  pus.  Pus  has  the  property  of  destroying  tissue  with 
which  it  comes  in  contact ;  such  destruction  in  this  location  is  es- 
pecially wrought  upon  the  little  fine  membrane,  the  pericemen- 
tum, which  envelops  the  whole  length  of  the  root  of  a  tooth 
from  the  gum  margin  to  the  bottom  of  the  socket.  If  this  mem- 
brane be  destroyed,  nourishment  from  this  source  is  cut  off  from 
the  root  and  the  gum  begins  to  recede,  exposing  more  and  more  of 
the  root  and  often  causing  an  excruciating  pain.  The  gum  at  first 
shows  a  pronounced  red  ring  around  the  tooth,  then  turns  to  a  blue- 
ish  color  and  now  at  the  slighest  pressure  pus  will  ooze  out.  As 
consequence  of  pyorrhea  we  have  a  tooth  or  a  whole  row  of  them 
loosening  in  their  sockets,  dangling  like  the  tongue  of  a  bell,  and 
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lastly  the  tooth  itself,  perfectly  sound,  simply  drops  out  of  the  gum. 
Pus  may  appear  while  the  gums  are  not  more  than  slightly  red, 
and  this  depends  greatly  upon  the  kind  of  tartar  that  accumulates. 
The  harmless,  every  day  tartar,  which  is  found  in  almost  every 
person's  mouth,  is  hard,  dark  in  color,  and  dips  but  slightly  beneath 
the  gum  line ;  it  frequently  chips  off  from  the  teeth,  making  people 
believe  they  had  lost  a  part  of  tooth  structure ;  but  this  is  not  so. 

There  are  many  varieties  of  tartar  as  distinguished  by  its  color 
and  hardness ;  the  worst  possible  and  that  causing  pyorrhea  is  the 
hard,  black-green,  and  the  soft,  light  yellow  kind,  this  latter  being 
often  as  soft  as  flour  and  thus  hardly  visible  except  to  a  trained 
eye.  These  two  kinds  of  tartar  without  exception  lead  to  pyorrhea, 
unless  it  be  removed  in  time  and  regularly.  To  attend  to  a  rational 
cleaning  of  mouth  and  teeth  at  least  once  a  year,  ought  to  be  the 
habit  of  every  person,  child  or  adult  alike ;  in  fact  it  is  a  duty  we 
owe  ourselves.  We  bathe  and  cleanse  the  skin  almost  daily;  yet, 
the  mouth,  that  notorious  place  for  fermentation,  decay,  and  putre- 
faction, is  too  often  neglected.  Our  individual  health  and  clean- 
liness being  our  first  duty  and  of  first  importance,  the  expenses  in- 
volved in  the  maintenance  of  them  can  never  be  the  source  of  regret 
to  any  thinking  person. 

The  treatment  of  pyorrhea  is  both  constitutional  and  local,  and 
aims  at  ridding  the  system  of  uric  acid  and  the  urine  of  albumen, 
and  the  teeth  of  tartar  and  pus.  The  dentist  will  of  course  expect 
the  co-operation  of  his  patient  to  accomplish  a  cure.  And  here  let 
me  suggest  a  few  rules  of  diet  which  I  have  always  found  to  produce 
satisfactory  results;  they  are  briefly:  No  dark  meats,  no  heating 
drinks,  plenty  of  fresh  water,  two  to  three  quarts  a  day  at  least,  and 
plenty  of  all  those  vegetables  that  grow  green  above  the  ground. 
Raw  meats  or  those  not  sufficiently  cooked  should  not  be  eaten  by 
anyone,  because  in  them  is  contained  blood  which  carries  not  only 
nourishment,  but  also  the  waste  materials  of  the  body.  And  who 
would  knowingly  or  willingly  take  into  his  system  materials  that 
are  to  be  eliminated  from  that  of  the  animal?  Application  of  high 
frequency  electric  current  has  proven  of  great  value  in  those  cases 
under  my  care. 

The  cured  patient  is  liable  to  suffer  a  relapse  at  any  time  if 
dietary  rules  as  well  as  those  of  cleanliness  are  not  followed  to  the 
iota.  The  chances  for  a  cure  from  pyorrhea  are  good  if  the  case 
be  treated  in  its  early  stage;  the  more  progress  the  pus  has  made, 
the  less  can  a  cure  be  expected ;  and  often  it  is  best  to  extract 
the  teeth  before  the  pus  can  attack  and  destroy  the  jawbone-process 
or  alveolus.  As  a  . general  rule  about  ninety  per  cent,  of  pyorrhea 
cases  are  curable. 

We  need  not  join  the  ranks  of  our  friends  who  deny  the  exis- 
tence of  disease  and  yet  treat  by  applying  their  thoughts  to  what 
seems  such  to  a  sufferer.    It  must  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that 
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our  own  cheerful  attitude  of  mind  and  thought,  confidence  in  one- 
self, the  will  to  get  well,  together  with  the  help  of  the  doctor  will 
accelerate  and  render  easy  the  path  that  a  patient  must  necessar- 
ily travel  from  disease  to  ease  and  normal  comfort. 
New  York  City. 

Physiology  of  the  Sympathetic  Nervous  System. 

BY  M.  B.   PEARLSTIEN,  M.D. 

Read  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical 
Society. 

The  sympathetic  nervous  system  was  discovered  by  Galen  (131- 
210  A.  D.).  Since  then  many  investigators  have  broadened  the 
subject.  Even  to-day  our  knowledge  of  this  sympathetic  nervous 
system  is  far  from  complete.  It  has  been  given  a  great  variety 
of  names,  among  which  are  splanchnic  nerves,  ganglionic  nervous 
system,  visceral  nerves,  vegetative  nervous  system,  vasomotor 
system,  and  the  nervous  system  of  organic  life. 

The  nervous  organism  may  be  divided  into  two  separate  sys- 
tems, the  cerebro-spinal  and  the  sympathetic.  Each  has  its  own 
brain  and  nerves,  each  has  its  own  functions  to  perform.  The 
cerebro-spinal  system  is  the  system  of  special  sense,  and  of  all 
voluntary  muscular  activity.  The  sympathetic  system,  on  the 
other  hand,  regulates  all  involuntary  activity,  such  as  circulation, 
respiration,  digestion,  assimilation,  secretion  and  excretion. 

Solids  and  fluids  are  both  carried  along  their  course  in  tubular 
structures  by  vermicular  motion  of  the  involuntary  muscular 
fibers  under  the  control  of  this  great  sympathetic  nervous  sys- 
tem. This  system  consists  of  a  series  of  ganglia  arranged  in  two 
chains  extending  from  in  front  of  and  somewhat  to  the  side  of  the 
vertebral  column,  from  the  base  of  the  skull  to  the  coccyx.  Byron 
Robinson,  in  his  work,  "Abdominal- and  Pelvic  Brains,"  states  that 
the  sympathetic  nervous  system  originates  in  the  spinal  cord ,  near 
the  origin  of  the  coeliac  axis  is  located  the  solar  plexus,  commonly 
known  as  the  abdominal  brain.  This  abdominal  brain  is  considered 
the  ruler  of  the  abdominal  viscera  —  the  central  telegraph  station, 
so  to  say,  for  the  reception  and  distribution  of  nerve  impressions. 
When  sympathetic  nerve  force  is  abundant,  all  peristaltic  action 
is  vigorous  and  all  bodily  activities  are  well  accomplished.  In 
other  words,  the  problem  of  health  is  a  problem  of  sympathetic 
nerve  force,  and  the  problem  of  disease  is  a  problem  of  sympathetic 
nerve  waste. 

Prolonged  or  excessive  irritation  of  an  organ  will  eventually 
induce  a  wasting  of  nerve  force,  not  only  of  the  parts  affected, 
but  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  of  the  whole  system. 

Alternate  contraction  and  relaxation  of  any  part  constitutes 
exercise.  Prolonged  contraction  not  -  only  wearies  the  parts  in- 
volved, but  also  the  entire  nervous  system,  which  at  all  times  may 
be  affected  by  reflex  irritation.    Reflex  functional  disturbances  of 
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the  sympathetic  system  are  prone  to  manifest  pain  or  irregularity  ? 
either  spasmodically  or  continuously. 

Pathological  conditions  of  the  sympathetic  system  are  most 
frequently  observed  in  the  cervical  and  abdominal  ganglia.  There 
may  be  excessive  vascular  activity,  proliferation,  connective  tissue, 
pigmentation,  hypertrophy,  atrophy,  sclerosis,  fatty  infiltration, 
microbic  invasion  and  fatty  degeneration. 

Hyperesthesia  of  certain  nerves  may  be  caused  by  various  reflex 
disturbances  and  may  interfere  more  or  less  seriously  with  the 
entire  bodily  mechanism.  Gestation  in  its  early  stages  may  produce 
hyperesthesia  of  the  nervous  system,  as,  for  instance,  gastric  neu- 
rosis. A  tender,  irritable  or  displaced  uterus  may  affect  other 
pelvic,  abdominal  or  thoracic  viscera  through  hyperesthesia  of  the 
nerves  supplying  that  organ. 

Spinal  deviation  or  dislocation,  as  well  as  mechanical  compres- 
sion upon  nerve  centers  caused  by  growths  may  produce  hyperes- 
thesia that  will  affect  not  only  the  neighboring  organs  but  also 
the  entire  nervous  system. 

I  desire  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  positive  facts 
in  the  relationship  which  one  organ  bears  to  others,  especially 
those  situated  at  a  distance — for  instance,  the  relation  of  the  eye 
to  the  pelvic  organs,  the  head  and  face  to  the  generative  organs, 
the  nasal  mucous  membrane  to  the  external  genitals — in  each  case 
allowing  opportunities  for  reflex  disturbances.  Facial  neuralgia 
may  be  caused  by  anatomical  changes  in  the  uterus  in  the  early 
months  of  gestation.  Acne  is  often  observed  at  puberty  showing 
the  relationship  of  the  generative  organs  with  the  face ;  thus  also 
we  note  the  change  in  the  voice  in  -the  boy  at  puberty.  Chronic 
uterine  disease  often  co-exists  with  rhinitis,  especially  marked 
close  to  and  at  the  time  of  menstruation.  Obstructive  dysmenor- 
rhea often  produces  hysteria  and  even  epilepsy.  Irritation  of  the 
nasal  mucosa,  accompanied  by  sneezing,  may  cause  congestion  and 
erection  of  the  genitals. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  appeal  to  the  medical  profession  to  in- 
vestigate more  thoroughly  the  anatomical,  physiological  and  patho- 
logical relationship  existing  between  the  sympathetic  nervous  sys- 
tem and  the  various  organs  of  the  body. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

The  Blood  in  Disease. 

BY  ROBERT  LINCOLN  W ATKINS.  M.D. 

Until  within  a  few  years  it  has  been  thought  by  the  general 
medical  profession  that  the  main  and  perhaps  only  use  of  the  blood 
was  to  carry  oxygen  to  and  from  the  lungs  and  to  redistribute  gases, 
But  of  late  years  it  has  been  found  out  that  the  blood  stream  is 
filled  with  an  ocean  of  truth  in  regard  to  diseased  conditions  of  the 
system.    By  using  it  in  clinical  practice,  the  physician  is  able,  not 
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only  to  determine  the  location  of  troubles,  but  as  a  guide  to  his 
treatment. 

One  hundred  years  ago  or  less,  when  blood  letting  died  out, 
the  study  of  the  blood  seemed  to  have  waned  but  it  was  only  per- 
haps to  give  time  for  the  microscope  to  become  perfected,  in  order 
to  study  the  blood  changes.  The  first  blood  was  probably  exam- 
ined by  Leenwenheck,  a  Dutch  physician,  about  the  year  1660,  for  he 
was  born  in  1632  living  to  the  age  of  89,  and  he  must  have  done 
his  work  and  discovered  the  corpuscles  in  the  blood,  for  which  he 
is  by  all  given  the  credit,  at  about  his  thirtieth  year,  according  to 
Oslerism.  He  was  a  contemporary  of  Boerharve,  an  eclectic  and 
the  most  celebrated  physician  of  his  day,  for  to  the  latter  came  many 
•of  the  crowned  heads  of  both  Europe  and  Asia.  Leenwenheck  used 
pearls  of  glass  beads,  for  his  lenses  and  the  wonder  is  that  he 
could  see  anything,  especially  blood  corpuscles.  In  a  book  that 
the  writer  has  in  his  library,  written  in  1780,  it  says  that  this  cele- 
brated man  used  globules  of  glass  lenses  one-fiftieth  of  an  inch 
focus  and  magnifying  at  eight  inches,  four  hundred  diameters.  It 
seems  that  it  was  common  practice  to  use  globules  of  one-fiftieth 
and  one-twenty-fifth  of  an  inch  focus.  This  author  says  that  Hew- 
son  used  a  globule  that  would  magnify  1280  diameters,  and  that  it 
was  presented  to  the  Royal  Society  by  Father  de  la  Torre  and  was 
kept  by  this  society  and  loaned  to  responsible  investigators.  It 
was  by  use  of  these  lenses  that  Hewson  saw  the  fibrin  and  cor- 
puscles of  many  animals  in  the  blood,  measuring  their  different 
sizes  and  shapes. 

By  the  time  Virchow  discovered  the  large  number  of  white 
cells  in  the  blood  of  leukaemia  patients,  microscopes  were  well 
nigh  perfected,  and  it  was  about  this  time  (1845)  that  blood  letting 
began  to  be  forgotten ;  but  there  were  a  few  other  still  hunters  in 
those  days  quietly  working  on  the  practical  side  of  the  blood,  as 
seen  under  the  new  world  invention,  the  microscope,  the  instru- 
ment perfected  to  day,  which  all  know  has  revealed  a  new  universe. 

For  years  it  was  a  common  saying  "It's  the  blood,"  and  while 
the  physician  knew  of  no  way  of  determining  this  by  blood  exam- 
ination, the  writer  has  by  observing  and  experimenting  for  the  past 
twenty  years  been  able  to  demonstrate  that  the  saying  is  a  fact, 
for  light  can  now  be  thrown  on  all  diseases. 

Old  Dr.  Loomis  used  to  say,  I  have  listened  hour  after  hour 
to  a  single  heart  lesion  until  it  became  familiar,  and  so  it  has  to  be 
with  the  blood.  There  are  changes  that  can  be  watched  in  the 
single  blood  cell  for  hours  and  these  changes  point  to  variations 
from  health  to  that  of  disease.  The  blood  is  a  "cosmos"  by  itself 
and  while  Bechamp  called  it  a  flowing  tissue  as  early  as  1870,  it  has 
not  so  been  considered  by  the  profession  at  large  until  within  a  few 
years.  It  is,  as  the  writer  has  long  claimed,  an  organ,  and  each 
-cell  is  an  organ,  because  it  has  a  function,  and  it  can  be  plainly  seen  by 
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any  physician  with  a  microscope  performing  its  function.  It  is 
not  so  much  the  number  of  cells  in  the  blood,  which  vary  from  day 
to  day,  that  are  important  and  that  is  attracting  attention  at  the 
present  time,  as  it  is  conditions,  the  behavior  of  things,  reactions,  etc. 
Some  of  these  appearances  are  difficult  to  permanently  fix  in  the 
mind,  but  when  there,  are  there  to  stay.  It  is  like  learning  a  song 
or  poem,  at  first  one  gets  twisted,  but  by  practicing  and  resting 
and  practicing  again  it  finally  becomes  a  part  of  the  man.  And 
so  in  practical  clinical  blood  examination,  when  first  learning,  one  may 
get  so  disgusted  and  even  nauseated,  at  the  sight  of  even  a  micro- 
scope ;  but  after  a  time  the  whole  thing  clears  up  and  blossoms  into 
its  true  brilliancy,  just  as  was  expected  in  the  beginning.  And  so 
rheumatism,  and  tuberculosis,  and  syphilis  are  plainly  seen  in 
blood  freshly  drawn  and  viewed  as  near  to  its  condition  as  it  flows 
in  the  blood  vessel  as  possible.  The  thing  to  aim  for  is  to  get  the 
blood  under  the  microscope  quickly  after  it  is  drawn,  in  time  to 
see  the  cells  running  about  as  if  they  were  really  alive,  as  in  fact 
they  are. 

New  York  City. 

Facts  from  my  Note  Book. 

BY  J.  R.  BAXGERT,  M.D. 

Read  at  the  1908  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Society. 

(Case  Xo.  I.) 

Boy  eight  years  of  age,  reported  at  the  office  on  account  of  dif- 
ficult breathing. 

Upon  close  examination  found  all  the  organs  normal. 

As  I  use  a  vibrator,  I  thought  of  the  respiratory  nerve  of  Bell 
and  placing  the  thumb  on  the  spine  where  it  has  its  exit,  the  boy 
flinched ;  applying  the  vibrator  for  three  minutes  relieved  him  en- 
tirely of  the  difficulty. 

The  spine  was  unconsiously  injured  in  his  play. 

(Case  No.  2.) 

Placenta  previa  complete. 

Patient  aged  thirty-five,  mother  of  three  children,  youngest 
aged  six  years. 

Consulted  on  account  of  severe  hemorrhage;  patient  having 
lost  one  quart  of  blood. 

Made  thorough  examination  before  prescribing;  diagnosis  as 
above. 

Patient  eight  months  pregnant. 

Prescribed  absolute  quiet  and  rest  in  bed  until  delivery.  She 
did  nicely  except  slight  hemorrhages  three  or  four  days  apart  and 
completed  her  term. 

Realizing  the  danger  -attending  such  a  case,  the  following  pre- 
cautions were  taken. 
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Patient  made  aseptic  by  bath  and  thorough  scrubbing  of  the 
genitals,  sterilizing  instruments  and  hands.  Three  pints  of  Normal 
Saline  solution  were  then  injected  into  the  mammary  gland.  Pa- 
tient placed  in  the  proper  position;  os  being  well  dilated  and  pla- 
centa presenting,  I  introduced  my  right  hand  and  with  fingers 
divided  placenta,  when  the  blood  spurted  three  feet  from  the  patient. 
By  closing  the  hand  tightly  and  partly  withdrawing  the  same  I 
partly  checked  the  hemorrhage.  The  manipulations  stimulated  the 
pains  and  the  head  descended.  Forceps  applied  and  the  child 
delivered. 

The  patient  made  uneventful  recovery ;  as  there  had  been  con- 
siderable loss  of  blood,  the  saline  solution  was  a  wise  precaution. 

Case  No.  3. 

Female,  aged  60. 

Her  case  had  been  diagnosed  for  everything  but  what  ailed 

her. 

After  a  lingering  illness  of  15  years,  she  died. 
Autopsy : 

Found  colon  packed  with  liths,  ranging  in  size  from  a  pea  to 
small  hen  egg;  colons  also  constricted  at  various  points  that  would 
only  admit  of  a  small  toothpick,  due  to  adhesions.    Peritoneum  was 
in  shreds ;  other  organs  normal  except  bladder  which  was  only  one- 
third  normal  size. 

Death  due  to  auto-infection  and  starvation. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Septicemia. 

For  the  past  fifteen  years  I  have  been  using  acidi  carbol  and 
tincture  iodine  in  equal  parts,  given  in  from  2  to  10  drop  doses  well 
diluted  with  water,  2  to  6  hours  apart. 

I  have  found  this  to  cure  any  case  of  scarlet  fever  that  is  cur- 
able and  it  will  also  act  as  an  excellent  preventive. 

In  cases  of  puerperal  septicemia,  for  internal  medication,  I 
depend  upon  this  entirely. 

Echafolta. 

Echafolta  is  a  specific  in  all  septic  conditions,  where  the  tongue 
presents  a  clean,  slick,  glazed  appearance.  Locally  to  boils  and 
abscesses. 

Shippenville,  Penn. 

Pneumonia. 

BY  C.   C.   EDSON,  M.D. 

The  statistics  of  Indiana  show  that  in  this  state  there  is  a 
greater  death  rate  from  pneumonia  annually  than  from  the  great 
white  plague,  smallpox,  typhoid  fever  or  any  other  disease. 

Some  of  our  most  advanced  and  learned  scientists  or  bug- 
ologists  of  these  later  years  have  been  telling  us  that  they,  like  the 
learned  doctor  from  Chicago  referred  to  on  page  183  of  the  July 
number  of  this  valued  journal,  have  really  and    truly  discovered 
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the  genuine  pneumococci;  and  further,  that  they  have  discovered 
the  serum  that  will  knock  his  bugship  out  of  business  in  short 
order. 

As  to  myself,  I  plead  guilty  of  being  a  devout  follower  of  the 
late  Professor  Howe  of  Cincinnati  on  the  microbe  theory  when  he 
stated  that  "in  his  opinion  about  the  only  known  disease  that  was 
caused  by  a  microbe  was  itch,  and  that  there  was  no  doubt  about 
that,  as  he  had  seen  them." 

After  a  close  study  of  the  disease  called  pneumonia,  I  many 
years  ago  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  far  too  much 
theorizing  regarding  it,  and  not  enough  cold  facts.  About  the  year 
1888  we  had  an  epidemic — if  such  it  can  be  called — of  pneumonia 
through  northern  Illinois  where  I  was  then  located.  A  large  major- 
ity of  the  cases  succumbed  to  the  inevitable. 

In  those  days  I  was  considerable  of  an  experimenter,  as  well 
as  theorist.  After  much .  study  and  considerable  experimenting 
along  my  own  theoretical  lines  I  solved  the  whole  matter  of  pneu- 
monia, to  my  own  satisfaction,  at  least.  But  while  that  solution 
has  resulted  in  great  good  to  my  patrons  as  well  as  much  pleasure 
and  satisfaction  to  myself,  it  has  worked  disastrously  to  my  purse.  " 

It  is  often  said  by  many  of  the  most  learned  of  our  profession 
that  pneumonia  cannot  be  aborted.  "That  he  who  makes  such  a 
claim  has  not  the  true  disease  to  contend  with ;  that  he  has  simply 
made  a  mistake  in  his  diagnosis.!'  In  other  and  plainer  words,  he 
is  a  fool  or  a  quack.  Forgetting  the  words  once  truthfully  spoken 
by  a  now  famous  doctor,  "That  there  never  was  a  man  that  was 
so  wise,  or  knew  so  much,  but  that  there  might  come  from  away 
back  in  the  woods  some  fellow  that  could  tell  him  things  that  he 
— the  learned  one — had  never  thought  of." 

Let  us  see;  let  us  dispassionately,  and  without  prejudice,  as 
one  seeking  for  knowledge,  study  this  disease  and  this  theory  care- 
fully.   But  first  let  us  drop  out  all  this  theory  of  cocci  or  coccus. 

So  good  a  man  as  the  late  Professor  John  M.  Scudder — than 
whom  there  is  none  better — calls  pneumonia  an  inflammation  of  the 
parenchyma  of  the  lung,  making  the  grave  error,  as  I  believe,  of 
ignoring  the  established  fact  that  all  inflammations  are  preceded  by 
a  stage  of  congestion.  In  Professor  Scudder's  description  of  pre- 
monitory symptoms  he  so  fully  describes  conditions  produced  only 
by  congestion  that  this  condition  must  be  inferred. 

He  says :  "Generally  the  disease  is  preceded  for  a  day  or  two  by 
premonitory  symptoms,  as,  oppression  of  the  chest,  quickness  and 
shortness  of  breathing,  quick,  short  cough,  dullness  and  languor, 
occasional  sighing,  and  more  or  less  chilly  sensations  and  coldness 
of  the  extremities.  The  inflammation  is  usually  ushered  in  by 
marked  chills  or  rigors,  continuing  from  one  to  two  hours.  There 
is  now  an  increase  of  the  symptoms  before  named,  general  uneasi- 
ness, and  a  dry  and  suppressed  cough.    With  the  disappearance  of 
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the  chill  febrile  reaction  comes  up."  A  very  correct  description; 
and  convincing  beyond  a  doubt,  to  my  mind  at  least,  that  there  is 
a  stage  of  congestion  of  from  two  to  four  days. 

Thus  the  fact  being  established  that  the  first  stage  of  pneu- 
monia is  a  stage  of  congestion  of  the  parenchyma  of  the  lung, 
a  stasis  of  the  blood,  if  you  please,  a  standing  or  settling  of  the  blood 
in  a  part  or  place ;  this  being  undoubtedly  caused  from  a  cold  which 
is  admitted  as  the  principal  primary  cause  of  nearly  all  attacks  of 
pneumonia.  It  is  an  axiom  of  practice,  I  believe,  "to  cure  the 
case,  remove  the  cause."  The  cause  here  is  a  stasis  of  the  blood 
from  a  congested  condition  of  the  parenchyma  of  the  lung,  producing 
a  closure  of  the  minute  air  passages. 

Now  if  this  be  the  condition,  and  I  believe  that  all  will  admit 
that  it  is,  and,  if  we  can  remove  this  cause,  the  congestion,  and 
allow  the  blood  to  flow  on,  thus  removing  the  stasis,  what  is  the 
result?  Why,  the  disease  is  aborted,  of  course.  Do  this  in  the 
early,  forming  or  congested  stage  and  no  pneumonia  can  possibly 
result ;  and  I  defy  mortal  man  to  disprove  the  statement,  all 
our  wise  men  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  I  do  not  believe 
any  intelligent,  thinking  man  will  attempt  to  controvert  this 
statement. 

Now  the  question  arises,  can  this  be  done?  Unhesitatingly  I 
answer,  it  can,  absolutely  and  positively.  You  ask  how?  Relax 
the  congested  tissue  and  allow  the  blood  to  course  on  through  the 
little  arterioles  of  the  lung.  Again  you  ask,  how  is  this  to  be  done; 
by  administering  ipecac,  lobelia  or  other  nauseant  drugs?  Cer- 
tainly not;  simply  by  the  use  of  inhalations  of  pure  sulphuric 
ether.  Take  a  wide  mouth  homeo  vial,  fill  it  with  the  ether, 
then  hold  it  about  a  half  inch  below  the  patient's  nose  and  in- 
struct him  to  close  the  mouth  and  inhale  the  ether  fumes  freely, 
and  taking  as  long  breaths  as  possible.  If  the  patient  is  an  infant 
or  small  child  they  will  undoubtedly  rebel  at  first.  You  may  have 
to  give  them  their  first  lesson  in  obedience,  but  this  is  a  case  where 
the  doctor's  will  must  be  supreme ;  the  results  will  be  your  justifica- 
tion. Thus  you  apply  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  perfectly 
harmless  relaxants  known  to  medicine  directly  where  it  is  most 
needed,  viz.,  to  the  diseased  tissues.  Do  this  persistently  for  15 
minutes,  or  until  the  patient  shows  symptoms  of  drowsiness,  and 
I  assure  you  that  you  will  be  amazed  at  the  results.  All  pain  has 
vanished,  breathing  free  and  natural,  and  if  it  be  an  infant  or  young 
child  peaceful  slumber  will  follow. 

Fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago  I  made  it  a  rule  to  use  the  inhalant 
every  four  hours ;  in  recent  years  I  use  it  as  often  as  occasion 
requires  to  keep  down  pain  or  other  unpleasant  conditions,  any- 
where from  one  to  four  hours.  If  pus  has  not  began  to  form  or 
tissues  to  break  down  no  further  treatment  will  be  required  except 
on  general  principles,  as  to  the  secretions,  nourishment,  etc. 
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Again,  in  the  early  or  forming  stages  of  pneumonia  where  a 
correct  diagnosis  is  difficult  it  is  of  great  value.  If  in  doubt  as  to 
your  case  apply  the  remedy  freely  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  if 
no  relief  is  obtained  it  is  not  pneumonia,  but  you  have  some  other  con- 
dition to  deal  with.  If  it  does  relieve,  it  is  pneumonia,  dead  sure,, 
every  time,  and  you  can  bank  on  it. 

Now  let  us  take  a  case  that  has  passed  the  forming  or  con- 
gestive stage,  fever  high,  probably  tissues  breaking  down  or  matter 
forming,  here  we  have  a  more  serious  condition  to  deal  with,  now 
it  cannot  be  aborted;  but  it  can  be  modified,  circumscribed  and 
shortened  in  its  course.  It  is  a  generally  admitted  fact  I  believe 
that  usually  pneumonia  is  a  progressive,  a  spreading  disease.  At 
first  but  a  small  portion  of  the  lung  is  involved,  but  unless  checked 
it  rapidly  spreads  until  one  entire  lobe,  or  even  both  lungs,  are  in- 
volved. Xow  what  is  the  modus  operandi  of  this  progress.  First, 
from  the  initiatory  point  the  congestion  spreads  out  and  involves 
other  tissues,  being  closely  followed  by  the  inflammatory  stage, 
continuing  thus  until  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  either  stayed 
or  death  results. 

Will  inhalations  of  ether  be  of  service  here?  Certainly.  While 
it  will  will  not  arrest  the  inflammation  it  will  stay  the  progress 
of  congestion  and  thus  circumscribe  the  field  of  inflammation,  thus 
producing  a  condition  which  any  competent  physician,  especially 
with  our  Eclectic  remedies,  can  easily  earn-  to  a  successful  issue. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  theory  and  treatment  of  so  dread  a 
disease  as  pneumonia  will  be  decried  by  many,  perhaps  a  great 
majority  of  the  intelligent  readers  of  this  valuable  journal;  but 
the  cost  or  loss  of  time  to  prove  it  in  any  given  case  will  be  very 
inconsiderable,  and  as  "the  proof  of  the  pudding  is  the  chewing 
of  the  string,"  try  chewing  the  string,  doctors,  and  see  how  long 
before  you  will  be  eating  the  whole  pudding. 

I  expect  many  will  say:  "Oh,  he  has  never  had  a  case  of  true 
pneumonia  to  deal  with !"  That  would  be  strange,  wouldn't  it, 
now ;  in  an  active  practice  of  over  thirty  years  to  never  have  had  a 
case  of  true  pneumonia  to  deal  with.  I  state  positively  that  in 
that  time  I  have  treated  man}  ,  and  that  in  all  my  cases  during 
the  past  twenty  years  I  have  successfully  used  this  remedy  as 
above  noted,  and  that  during  that  time  I  have  not  lost  a  single 
case  or  had  more  than  two  or  three  that  gave  me  serious  trouble. 

More  than  twenty  years  ago-  I  tried,  through  our  medical 
journals,  to  convince  the  fraternity  of  the  efficacy  of  this  treat- 
ment: but  the  attempt  proved  abortive,  and  I  quit:  simply  crawled 
into  my  hole,  and  drew  the  hole  in  after  me,  but  continued  on  the 
even  tenor  of  my  way  and  concluded  to  let  the  other  fellows  do 
likewise. 

But  now  I  am  an  old  man.  my  span  of  life  nearly  run.  and  I 
have  become  somewhat  case-hardened,  as  it  were,  and  care  verv 
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little  how  many  of  the  unthinking  class  jump  onto  me  with  one 
foot  or  both,  so  the  few  thinking  and  progressive  ones  will  just 
prove  the  fallacy  or  -  immutability  of  this  theory  that  I  may  thereby, 
in  a  measure,  benefit  some  of  my  fellows  directly,  and  mankind 
at  large  indirectly. 
Veedersburg,  Ind. 
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The  Third  Row  in  My  Medicine  Case. 

NO.  IX.  NATRIUM  MURIATICUM  SODIUM  CHLORIDE. 

It  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  by  competent  investigators 
that  the  chloride  of  sodium  promotes  the  activity  of  tissue  change 
and  increases  the  excretion  of  urea.  It  acts  upon  the  blood,  the 
lymphatic  system,  the  mucous  lining  of  the  digestive  tract  and  the 
spleen. 

In  chronic  diseases  affecting  the  glands,  bowels  and  skin  natrium 
muriate  frequently  constitutes  a  medicament  essential  to  a  suc- 
cessful treatment.  In  Addison's  disease  when  nutrition  is  greatly 
impaired  and  there  is  tension  and  heat  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys, 
as  well  as  when  there  is  marked  mental  and  physical  prostration, 
this  agent  is  often  of  value,  and  in  anemia  when  the  blood  is  thin 
and  watery  it  is  deemed  a  remedy  of  some  therapeutic  power. 
In  arthritis  it  has  been  used  with  advantage,  and  in  synovitis  much 
benefit  has  been  derived  from  its  exhibition.  Asthma,  when  there 
is  a  profuse  frothy  mucus  discharge,  also  comes  within  its  relieving 
power.  When  there  is  a  rapid  emaciation  of  the  throat  and  neck, 
and  especially  when  the  complexion  is  sallow  and  the  child  has  an 
old  and  anxious  look,  a  place  may  be  found  for  the  chloride  of 
sodium  in  the  treatment  of  children.  In  "brain-fag,"  accompanied 
by  sleeplessness  and  gloomy  forebodings,  it  is  often  useful,  and  in 
chronic  cases  of  chorea  it  is  used  with  some  success. 

In  chronic  bronchitis  and  bronchial  catarrh,  with  a  discharge 
of  watery  and  clear  phlegm,  it  constitutes  a  remedial  agent  of  con- 
siderable value,  and  in  catarrhs  and  colds,  when  there  is  a  watery, 
transparent  and  frothy  discharge,  its  action  is  promptly  corrective. 
In  the  opinion  of  Dr.  George  Herring  "it  is  almost  infallible  for 
stopping  a  cold  commencing  with  sneezing."  In  many  cases  when 
there  is  an  excessive  watery  secretion  it  constitutes  a  very  good 
cough  medicine. 

In  the  delirium  which  often  occurs  in  acute  diseases  accom- 
panied by  starting  of  the  bod)'',  wandering  and  muttering,  its  action 
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is  markedly  quieting,  and  in  delirium  tremens  it  exerts  an  influence 
which  is  often  controlling  in  character. 

Delirium  occurring  in  any  case  from  whatever  cause,  with  a 
slimy,  frothy  appearance  of  the  tongue  with  watery  secretions  will 
be  relieved  by  this  remedy.  This  indication  is  the  "keynote"  for 
this  remedy.  A  case  in  point  is  the  following:  Mr.  E.  A.  had 
delirium  tremens  with  the  above  conditions  (and  most  of  them  do) 
in  which  our  ordinary  remedies  seemed  to  be  of  no  avail.  He  was 
relieved  in  a  short  time  by  five-grain  doses  of  natrium  muriate  3X. 
The  next  day  the  patient  seemed  in  good  condition  and  had  slept 
well  the  night  before.  We  see  the  provings  of  this  theory  in  the 
action  of  one-half  grain  doses  of  pilocarpine  in  these  conditions 
given  hypodermatically.  This  will  sober  up  these  old  drunkards 
quickest  of  anything  that  I  know  of,  but  it  is  too  severe  and  not 
curative.  This  remedy  produces  such  profuse  diaphoresis,  equal- 
izing the  water  in  the  system,  which  gives  the  immediate  relief,  but 
only  acts  for  the  time  being.  This  proves  the  theory  of  the  un- 
equal balance  of  the  water  in  the  system.  The  next  case  of  delirium 
tremens  you  have,  study  it  carefully  for  these  conditions,  and  if 
it  is  ''too  utterly  too  too"  that  it  can  not  be  managed  withou  hav- 
ing several  to  hold  the  patient  or  having  him  tied,  try  the  pilo- 
carpine treatment,  which  will  sober  him  up  in  a  way  that  will  sur- 
prise you,  and  then  follow  it  up  with  the  natrium  muriate  to  get  the 
system  in  perfect  condition — minus  the  whisky."  (Rinnett.) 

In  dropsical  swellings  of  an5"  of  the  subcutaneous  areolar  tissues 
of  the  body  the  chloride  of  sodium  may  well  constitute  a  part  of  the 
treatment,  and  in  anasarca  it  is  deemed  a  remedy  of  some  merit. 
It  is  also  a  very  efficient  agent  in  indigestion,  and  is  especially 
indicated  when  there  is  water  gathering  in  the  mouth,  with  vomit- 
ing of  clear,  frothy  water  or  stringy  saliva.  In  chronic  inflammation 
of  the  salivary  glands,  associated  with  excessive  flow  of  saliva,  it  is 
often  useful,  and  in  chronic  swelling  of  the  lymphatic  glands  it 
exercises  a  reducing  influence. 

Xatrium  muriate  is  often  an  indicated  remedy  in  the  treatment 
of  children  during  dentition,  and  is  especially  called  for  when  there 
is  an  excessive  dribbling  or  flow  of  saliva.  In  diarrhea  with  watery, 
slimy  or  frothy  stools,  it  is  also  of  considerable  usefulness. 

"Natrium  muriate  is  a  very  valuable  remedy  in  chronic  diarrhea 
of  children.  The  emaciation  of  the  neck,  the  greasy  appearance 
of  the  face  and  the  peculiar  desires  and  aversions  furnish  the  leading 
indications  for  this  remedy  in  this  particular  disease."  (Laird.) 

In  diabetes  mellitus,  when  the  thirst  seems  almost  unquench- 
able, or  when  there  is  great  debility  and  despondency,  the  chloride 
of  sodium  should  be  included  in  the  treatment.  It  has  been  used 
with  advantage  in  various  wrongs  of  the  kidneys,  and  at  least  one 
writer  claims  that  it  will  cause  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of  albumin, 
an  increase  in  the  amount  of  urea,  and  a  verv  marked  increase  in 


z6o 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


the  quantity  of  chlorides  eliminated.  He  thinks  it  should  constitute 
a  part  of  the  treatment  of  all  cases  of  Bright's  disease. 

In  inflammation  of  the  mucous  lining  of  the  throat,  especially 
when  the  parts  are  covered  with  transparent  mucus,  the  chloride  of 
sodium  is  a  useful  remedy,  and  when  the  uvula  is  relaxed  or  in- 
flamed its  action  is  corrective.  It  is  also  used  with  some  success 
in  chronic  enlargement  of  the  tonsils. 

In  sunstroke  natrum  muriate  should  never  be  neglected,  for 
it  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  remedies  that  can  be  employed  in  that 
alarming  state. 

"I  was  called  to  see  Mr.  R.  L.,  a  young  man  suffering  from 
sunstroke.  He  had  been  working  in  the  harvest  field.  When  I 
arrived  found  him  lying  in  the  shade  of  a  house/where  he  had  been 
carried,  on  a  pallet,  unconscious,  twitching  of  the  muscles,  face 
flushed,  labored  breathing  and  rapid  pulse.  I  at  once  determined 
to  rely  on  natrum  muriate  alone,  and  gave  him  ten  grains  of  the 
3x  trituration  dry  on  the  tongue  every  fifteen  minutes.  I  remained 
an  hour,  when  he  could  swallow  liquids,  and  then  gave  him  the 
same  dose  in  solution  every  hour.  He  slept  well  that  night.  The 
next  day  he  came  to  the  village,  and  the  next  day  went  to  work 
again.     No  other  medicine  was  given  him."  (Kinnett.) 

Natrum  muriate  has  been  employed  with  much  success  in 
chronic  gonorrhea,  and  is  especially  efficient  in  cases  characterized 
by  the  persistent  "morning  drop."  In  dysmenorrhea  when  the 
menses  are  scanty  and  dark,  especially  when  preceded  by  frontal 
headache,  the  chloride  of  sodium  exercises  a  modifying  influence, 
and  in  hysteria  when  menstruation  is  delayed,  and  there  is  great 
debility,  it  is  employed  with  gratifying  results. 

The  following  indications,  taken  from  Fyfe's  Modern  Materia 
Medica,  suggest  the  lines  along  which  this  preparation  of  the 
chloride  of  sodium  is  most  likely  to  prove  useful :  "Chronic  nasal 
and  pharyngeal  catarrhs,  with  loss  of  smell  and  taste ;  coryza  with 
clear,  watery  discharge,  or  alternating  with  dry  coryza,  with  loss 
of  smell  and  taste;  tongue  broad,  pallid  or  puffy,  with  a  pasty  or 
slimy  coating;  follicular  catarrh  of  the  pharynx;  sensitive,  easily 
bleeding,  ulcerated  gums ;  sore  throat,  with  transparent  mucus 
covering  the  tonsils;  glandular  swellings;  indigestion,  with  vomit- 
ing of  clear,  frothy  water  or  stringy  saliva ;  menses  profuse,  with 
slimy,  corroding  leucorrhea,  and  watery,  irritating  discharge  after 
or  between  periods ;  pleurisy,  when  serous  exudation  has  taken* 
place;  chronic  rheumatism  of  the  joints;  paretic  weakness  in  the 
various  muscular  groups  of  the  trunk  and  limbs ;  restlessness  and 
twitching  of  muscles ;  profuse  night-sweats ;  blisters,  blebs  and 
watery  vesicles  on  the  skin ;  colorless  watery  vesicles,  forming  into 
thin  scabs  or  crusts;  dropsy  or  dropsical  swellings  and  puffiness 
of  the  tissues;  serous  exudation  and  serous  secretions;  catarrhs  of 
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all  mucous  surfaces ;  increased  watery  condition  of  any  part  of  the 
body;  hydrocephalus." 

The  dose  of  the  third  trituration  is  from  five  to  fifteen  grains, 
but  it  may  be  prescribed  as  follows :  I£  Natrum  mur.,  3X,  gr.  xx 
to  3i;  water,  §iv.   Teaspoonful  every  hour. 

Chimaphilla  Umbellata — Pipsissewa. 

In  renal  and  vesical  affections,  especially  when  the  urine  is 
scanty  and  loaded  with  a  muco-purulent  sediment,  chimaphilla 
is  deemed  a  remedy  of  some  value.  Its  kindly  action  in  catarrhal 
states  of  the  bladder  has  caused  it  to  become  a  favorite  remedy  in 
chronic  diseases  characterized  by  a  discharge  of  mucus,  pus  or  blood 
from  that  organ.  It  is  not  a  suitable  medicament  for  acute  or  in- 
flammatory wrongs,  but  is  especially  adapted  to  chronic  and  linger- 
ing affections  which  give  rise  to  discharges  of  mucus  or  muco-pus. 
It  has  also  been  successfully  employed  as  a  part  of  the  treatment 
of  patients  suffering  from  dribbling  of  urine  or  incontinence  of 
urine  in  any  form. 

"The  chimaphilla  has  been  principally  employed  as  a  tonic 
diuretic,  influencing  the  urinary  apparatus  in  a  similar  manner  to 
the  buchu  and  uva-ursi,  though  I  think  it  preferable  to  either.  It 
relieves  irritation  of  the  entire  urinary  tract,  and  improves  the  cir- 
culation and  nutrition  of  these  organs. 

"It  also  influences  the  processes  of  waste  and  nutrition,  and 
possesses  the  properties  termed  alterative.  In  this  respect  it  has 
not  been  thoroughly  studied,  though  highly  spoken  of  by  some 
in  the  treatment  of  scrofula  and  secondary  syphilis."  (Scudder.) 

Chimaphilla  umbellata  is  alterative,  tonic,  diuretic  and  as- 
tringent. 

Indications. — Chronic  vesical  and  renal  affections,  with  muco- 
purulent sediment;  smarting  pain  and  frequent  urination. 

Dose. — Fluid  extract,  5  to  60  drops;  specific  medicine,  5  to 
60  drops. 

Usual  Dose. — 10  to  30  drops  every  two  to  four  hours. 


Colocynthis — Bitter  Cucumber — Colocynth. 

Colocynth  is  often  useful  in  dyspepsia,  especially  when  there 
are  colicky  pains  resulting  from  gas  being  lodged  in  various  parts 
of  the  intestinal  tract.  It  is  also  an  indicated  remedy  in  the  same 
abnormality  when  there  is  a  bitter  taste,  in  the  mouth,  eructations 
of  yellow,  bitter,  bilious  liquid,  sharp,  cutting,  griping  or  colicky 
pains  in  the  stomach  after  taking  food,  and  in  flatulent  or  bilious 
colic  characterized  by  these  same  distressing  pains,  and  which  cause 
the  patient  to  bend  over  and  press  upon  the  stomach  or  abdomen, 
it  constitutes  a  remedy  of  corrective  power.  In  some  of  these  cases 
there  is  a  tendency  to  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  the  abdomen  may 
be  distended  from  large  quantities  of  gas,  often  causing  difficult 
breathing,  palpitation  of  the  heart  and  great  anxiety. 
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breathing,  palpitation  of  the  heart  and  great  anxiety. 

Colocynth  in  minute  doses  is  frequently  indicated  in  dysentery, 
especially  where  there  are  very  frequent  but  ineffectual  attempts  at 
stool,  or  when  there  are  frequent  large,  bloody,  mucous  discharges, 
with  much  distress.  It  is  also  of  great  value  in  some  cases  of  diar- 
rhea, especially  when  caused  by  eating  an  injudicious  amount  or 
kind  of  food,  and  in  cases  of  cholera  infantum  when  severe  pain 
causes  the  child  to  scream  and  kick,  colocynth  may  well  constitute 
a  part  of  the  treatment.  Colocynth  was  one  of  Prof.  J.  M.  Scudder's 
favorite  remedies  in  dysentery. 

Colocynthis  is  tonic,  alterative,  resolvent,  cholagogue  and 
cathartic.    In  very  large  doses  it  is  a  dangerous  irritant  cathartic. 

Indications. — Spasmodic  constrictive  pain ;  cutting  pain  in  the 
bowels,  with  tormina  and  straining  at  stool;  torpor  of  the  abdom- 
inal organs ;  sharp  pains  in  the  ovarian  regions ;  abdominal  colic. 

Dose. — Fluid  extract,  1-20  to  3  drops;  specific  medicine,  1-20 
to  3  drops. 

Usual  prescription. — 1£  Colocynth,  gtt.  i  to  v,  water,  §iv.  M. 
Sig.    Dose  one  teaspoonful  every  hour  to  every  three  hours. 


Society  ^Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Chicago  in  June,  1909. 
John  K.  Scudder,  M.D.,  president;  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  af  Albany, 
March,  1909.    D.  E.  Ensign,  M.D.,  president;    E.  H.  King,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Borden,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin 
Howes,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C.  A.  Tyrrell, 
M.D.,  president;    H.  Harris,  M.-D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
H.  Stoesser,  M.D.,  president;   M.  B.  Pearlstien,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.    A.  Blaustein,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday 
of  each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
Street.  Electa  A.  Brown,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D., 
secretary. 


National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

The  meeting  at  Kansas  City  was  a  success  in  every  way.  One 
hundred  and  seventy-six  members  were  in  attendance  and  forty- 
one  new  members  joined. 

Among  the  most  important  reports  received  and  acted  upon 
were  those  of  Secretary  Best  and  the  council  on  medical  education 
and  the  committee  on  organization  and  legislation.  Both  com- 
mittees have  been  reappointed  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  expect 
to  take  up  further  work  in  detail.  Dr.  Mundy  made  a  very  lengthy 
report  for  the  new  council  on  medical  education,  showing  that 
severa*!  meetings  had  been  held  during  the  past  year  and  an  active 
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alliance  with  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy,  looking  to- 
ward a  closer  affiliation  along  these  special  lines.  This  committee 
consists  of  Drs.  E.  H.  Stevenson,  chairman;  E.  B.  Shewman,  vice- 
chairman;  W.  N.  Mundy,  secretary,  and  P.  E.  Howes  and  J.  A. 
Munk.  Their  work  will  be  vigorously  pushed  during  the  ensuing 
year,  and  the  national  has  guaranteed  them  financial  assistance. 

An  amendment  to  the  constitution  was  adopted,  that  hereafter 
the  treasurer  of  each  state  society  shall  collect  and  pay  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  national  society  an  annual  per  capita  tax  of  $2  as 
annual  dues,  which  shall  make  every  member  in  good  standing  in 
each  state  society  a  member  of  the  national.  Details  of  this  new 
arrangement  will  be  worked  out  by  the  executive  committee  and 
furnished  to  the  officers  of  the  various  state  societies  before  their 
next  annual  meeting. 

The  proposition  to  publish  a  monthly  or  quartely  bulletin  was 
laid  over  for  consideration  to  the  next  annual  meeting,  which  will 
be  held  in  Chicago,  June  15-18,  1909.  , 

Let  us  all  begin  now  to  lay  plans  to  make  our  next  annual 
meeting  a  grand  success. 

Wm.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  Secretary. 
John  K.  Scudder,  M.D.,  President. 


The  International  Congress  on  Tuberculosis. 

Preparations  are  being  made  by  the  New  York  State  Committee 
of  the  International  Congress  on  Tuberculosis,  to  include  a  clean 
milk  exhibit  during  the  three  weeks  of  the  tuberculosis  exhibition 
at  Washington,  from  September  21  to  October  12,  1908. 

The  co-operation  of  a  number  of  public-spirited  dairy  owners, 
including  Mr.  W.  W.  Law,  Jr.,  Hon.  Seth  Low,  and  Mr.  V.  Everit 
Macy  has  been  obtained,  as  also  of  Commissioner  Pearson,  com- 
missioner of  agriculture ;  Professor  Moore,  pathologist,  State  Veter- 
inary College,  and  Professor  W.  A.  Stocking,  Jr.,  bacteriologist, 
Cornell  University.  It  will  include  not  only  photographs  of  dairies, 
statistical  charts  and  petri  plates  of  the  bacteriology  of  milk  and 
illustrations  of  tuberculin  tests  in  cattle,  but  will  also  have  a  small 
working  dairy  with  tuberculin  tested  cow,  skilled  attendant,  sanitary 
utensils,  shipping  cases  and  all  sanitary  appliances  for  the  market- 
ing of  a  clean  milk.  There  will  be  printed  on  cardboard  a  series 
of  aphorisms  regarding  clean  milk.  There  will  be  represented 
graphically  the  food  value  of  milk  as  compared  with  other  foods, 
prepared  by  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture.  Charts  illus- 
trating the  general  sources  of  infection  of  milk  with  tuberculosis 
are  being  prepared  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Law,  Jr. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Nathan  Straus  is  preparing  for  the 
exhibition  a  duplicate  of  the  pasteurization  plants  already  erected  by 
him  in  Heidelberg,  Brussels  and  Berlin,  the  exhibition  at  Washing- 
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ton  will  afford  an  excellent  opportunity  for  a  comparative  study 
of  the  two  methods  of  marketing  milk:  1,  pasteurized;  2,  unpas- 
teurized but  clean. 

Alfred  Meyer,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  Pennsylvania. 

Bethlehem,  Pa.,  Aug.  5,  1908. 

Whereas  at  a  meeting  of  the  legislation  committee  of  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  Pennsylvania  held  at  Bethlehem, 
August  5,  1908,  after  a  thorough  discussion  of  the  bill  proposed 
by  the  dominant  school  of  medicine  of  Pennsylvania,  it  has  been 
unanimously  agreed  to  maintain  the  present  law  until  it  has  been 
fully  tested  and  put  in  force. 

As  the  present  law  has  been  in  existence  for  fourteen  years 
and  has  given  perfect  satisfaction,  we  therefore  ask  that  the  pres- 
ent law  will  remain  the  same  as  before.  Dr.  C.  L.  Johnstonbaugh, 
chairman,  Bethlehem,  Pa. ;  Dr.  J.  M.  Mulholland,  Pittston,  Pa. ; 
Dr.  Wm.  Rauch,  Johnstown,  Pa.;  Dr.  W.  O.  Keffer,  Frugality, 
Pa.;  Dr.  R.  E.  Holmes,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  W.  S.  Glenn,  State 
College,  Pa. ;  Dr.  Elmer  J.  Dech,  secretary,  Easton,  Pa.,  committee. 


^Selections 


A  Study  in  Iodine. 

BY  CHARLES  K.  CUTTER,  M.D.,  WINTERHILL,  MASS. 

The  four  halogens — chlorine,  bromine,  iodine  and  fluorine — are 
among  the  most  interesting  and  useful  elements  in  chemistry,  par- 
ticularly iodine.  Recently  I  have  had  opportunity  to  observe  its 
action  in  a  case  of  facial  paralysis,  due  to  embolism,  which  led  me 
to  inquire  more  closely  into  its  modus  operandi  in  such  conditions. 

Iodine  appears  to  accelerate  tissue  changes  and  to  influence 
metabolism  in  a  peculiar  way,  so  to  bring  about  an  absorption  or 
elimination  of  morbid  products  of  inflammation.  How  it  does  it 
has  long  been  a  matter  of  speculation. 

In  syphilis  we  observe  this  interesting  phase  of  the  drug;  in 
this  disease  it  apparently  absorbs  or  "dissolves  away"  superficial 
nodes  and  even  gummata  of  the  viscera.  In  certain  metallic  poison- 
ings, as  lead  and  mercury,  we  have  an  example  of  its  eliminative 
powers.  These  poisons,  which  probably  have  intimately  associated 
themselves  with  the  albuminous  structures,  are  disengaged  from 
these  combinations  by  iodine.  Again,  in  some  malconditions  of 
the  heart  and  blood  vessels,  iodine  has  proved  to  operate  success- 
fully, especially  in  those  associated  with  high  blood  pressure. 
Among  them  are  aneurism  and  embolism. 

An  effort  has  many  times  been  made  to  explain  how  iodine 
can  remove  a  syphilitic  growth ;  how  it  can  absorb  a  blood  clot ;  how 
it  eliminates  an  effusion  or  exudate  from  a  joint  or  serous  cavity; 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


265 


and  how  it  can  clear  up  a  pulmonary  consolidation.  One  write? 
reasons  that  it  does  these  things  by  stimulating  local  nutrition, 
which  is  not  at  all  irrational.  Another  says  somewhat  vaguely  that 
such  action  is  due  to  a  direct  vitalization  of  the  protoplasm  of  the 
vessel  walls. 

Bruce,  in  his  small  but  admirable  work  on  "Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,"  has  this  to  say  on  this  point:  "  The  subject  of  meta- 
bolism introduces  us  to  a  term,  applied  to  certain  drugs,  namely, 
alteratives.  This  word,  like  many  other  words  in  therapeutics,  never 
had  an  exact  application,  and  therefore  defies  definition.  It  is, 
consequently,  objectionable,  but  its  meaning  may  be  discussed  even 
if  the  term  itself  can  not  be  defined.  We  can  increase  the  amount 
of  work  done  by  an  organ  in  several  ways,  through  food,  air,  local 
stimulation,  etc.,  which  make  it  build  up  and  break  down  more 
actively  its  pabulum,  its  lymph  and  its  own  proper  elements  ;  which, 
in  one  word,  exercise  it.  Certain  medicinal  substances,  also  (like 
iodine),  are  found  to  increase  metabolism.  When  mercury  and 
iodine,  for  example,  have  entered  into  combination  with  living 
protoplasm,  and  have  again  been  disengaged  or  thrown  out  of 
combination  with  it  in  the  metabolic  products,  they  have  made  it 
do  a  certain  amount  of  work;  they  have  hastened  its  nutrition." 

In  another  part  of  the  book  this  authority  says :  "Syphilis  is 
characterized  locally  by  masses  or  patches  of  small-celled  growths, 
with  peculiar  anatomical  relations  proceeding  probably  to  ulcera- 
tion, that  is,  to  death  of  the  part.  How  do  mercury  and  iodine 
remove  these  growths  and  thus  cure  syphilis?  In  answer  to  this 
question  it  may  be  said  that  there  are  two  objects  for  which  it  might 
be  desirable  to  exercise  tissues.  First,  there  might  be  need  of  in- 
creased metabolic  change  in  order  to  remove  excessive  growth. 
Mercury  and  iodine  act,  partly  at  least,  in  this  way  upon  syphilitic 
growths.  They  hasten  the  life  processes  of  the  young  cells  so  much 
that  the  cells  disappear  in  the  form  of  products,  or,  as  is  commonly 
expressed,  are  absorbed." 

It  is  in  the  form  of  inorganic  iodides,  notably  the  iodide  of 
potassium,  that  iodine  is  best  known  and  has  been,  up  to  this -time, 
most  used.  Recently,  however,  an  organic  compound  of  this  ele- 
ment has  appeared  on  the  market — known  as  iodalbin — which,  in 
my  experience,  does  all  that  potassium  can  do  therapeutically,  yet  is 
not  nearly  so  apt  to  upset  the  stomach  or  cause  iodine  acne.  I 
have  used  it  in  several  cases  with  uniformly  satisfactory  results,  and 
bespeak  for  it  a  more  extended  trial  with  my  brother  practitioners. 

The  case  of  facial  paralysis  to  which  I  referred  in  the  opening 
paragraph  may  prove  interesting.  Five  years  ago  the  patient,  then 
forty-eight  years  of  age,  had  an  embolus  which  completely  destroyed 
the  sight  of  his  left  eye,  and  also  interfered  with  the  sensory 
branches  of  the  left  facial  nerve.  One  afternoon,  about  two  months 
ago,  as  a  result  of  extraordinary  exertion  involved  in  running  up 


266 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


and  down  stairs,  he  was  seized  with  sudden  fainting  and  vomiting, 
and  fell  to  the  floor.  Examination  showed  complete  paralysis  of  the 
motor  branches  of  the  right  facial  nerve.  I  at  once  placed  him 
upon  iodalbin,  two  five-grain  capsules  four  times  a  day.  He  con- 
tinued this  dose  until  two  weeks  ago,  when  I  reduced  the  dose  to 
four  capsules  a  day.  Every  trace  of  the  motor  paralysis  of  the 
right  facial  nerve  has  disappeared,  and  there  is  a  noticeable  im- 
provement in  the  condition  of  the  left  facial  nerve  which  was  injured 
five  years  ago.  I  can  not  help  attributing  his  recovery  to  the 
iodalbin,  inasmuch  as  other  forms  of  iodine  had  previously  been  of 
no  benefit. 

This  last  fact  suggests  that  iodalbin  is  even  more  active  than 
the  inorganic  iodides.  Probably  it  is  so  because  it  is  a  better  carrier 
of  iodine  than  they;  that  is  to  say,  it  is  absorbed  with  less  loss  and 
physiological  disturbance. — The  Medical  Council. 

Stillingia  Sylvatica — Stillingin. 

BY  V.  A.  BAKER,  M.D. 

In  the  practice  of  physic  covering  an  experience  of  many  years, 
I  have  found  no  more  reliable  alterative  than  stillingia  sylvatica, 
provided,  and  this  proviso  must  be  respected,  viz.,  it  must  be  gath- 
ered at  the  right  time,  and  prepared  in  the  right  way,  or  it  will 
disappoint  when  tested  for  its  alterant  effect.  The  dried  root  is 
feeble  in  action,  no  matter  how  nicely  prepared,  and  the  fresh  root 
it  but  little  better,  if  subject  to  heat,  as  boiling  renders  it  nearly 
inert. 

Formerly  I  prepared  my  own  remedies  largely  by  tincture  made 
from  the  fresh  plant,  after  having  an  experience  with  the  dried  root, 
and  failing  to  get  satisfaction.  I  prepared  the  fresh  root,  using 
eight  ounces  of  same  to  one  pint  of  alcohol,  using  from  five  to 
twenty-five  drops,  as  age  and  condition  of  patient  required. 

I  have  used  the  active  principle,  so-called,  as  may  be  purchased 
in  the  market  labeled  stillingin  ;  have  tried  that  made  by  different 
houses ;  patient  investigation  compelling  me  to  say  it  is  worthless  as 
an  alterative.  For  a  number  of  years  past  I  have  used  it  specifically 
prepared,  and  as  it  does  not  disappoint  me  in  effect,  can  recommend 
it  to  my  brother  practitioners  with  confidence  in  all  cachetic  condi- 
tions, in  syphilis,  and  depraved  physical  conditions. 

I  have  just  dismissed  a  patient,  sixty-five  years  of  age,  who  had 
been  subject  for  a  number  of  years  to  pereostitis,  at  times  severe ; 
nodes  had  formed  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  and  furunculous 
developments  had  caused  him  no  end  of  trouble ;  irritable  ulcer  of 
tibial  region,  headache  and  concomitant  symptoms.  This  man  had 
no  history  of  syphilis,  but  stated  that  it  followed  ivy  poisoning, 
which  was  severe  at  times.  He  had  been  doctored  and  doctored,  as 
he  expressed  it,  and  failing  to  get  relief  had  tried  the  most  exten- 
sively advertised  patent  medicines,  with  no  permanent  benefit. 
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I  prescribed  the  following: 

^    Stillingia,  specific  tincture,  4  ounces. 

Rumex  crispus,  specific  tincture,  4  ounces. 
Arctium  lappa,  specific  tincture,  4  ounces. 
Gentian  elixir  and  glycerine — 
equal  parts,  4  ounces. 
Making  in  all  a  sixteen-ounce  mixture,  he  residing  some  dis- 
tance from  the  city  being  the  reason  of  so  large  a  quantity  at  a  time. 
I  ordered  of  this  a  dessertspoonful  before  meals  and  at  bedtime. 

The  ulcer  was  treated  with  oxide  of  zinc  one  part,  powdered  starch 
three  parts,  well  mixed,  and  applied  directly  to  sore,  and  suitably 
bandaged;  dressing  reapplied  as  indicated,  two  to  three  times  daily, 
no  water  being  used. 

The  patient,  after  four  months'  treatment,  is  well. 
In  the  treatment  of  all  depraved  conditions  of  the  system,  I 
restrict  patient  as  to  diet,  interdicting  coffee,  beer  and  tobacco,  while 
under  treatment,  and  the  advice,  when  heeded,  yields  gratifying 
results  in  connection  with  suitable  treatment  in  all  chronic  diseases. 

A  word  in  conclusion  regarding  the  stillingin,  a  thorough  test- 
ing of  which  assures  me  of  its  worthlessness,  but  of  specifically 
prepared  stillingia  sylvatica,  I  have  looked  in  vain  for  its  equal  in 
all  systemic  conditions  requiring  promptness  and  certainty  of  effect 
it  is  without  a  peer. — Medical  Brief. 


Abdominal  Applications  in  Typhoid  Fever. 

Success  in  handling  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  may  be  likened  unto 
the  steering  of  a  ship,  already  in  distress,  through  a  dangerous, 
rocky  channel.  Results  depend  upon  the  man  whose  hand  is  on 
the  wheel.  Lucky  be  the  typhoid  fever  patient  in  the  hands  of  a 
cool,  commonsense  doctor.  It  is  this  sort  of  a  physician  who 
guides  his  patient  through  the  tortuous,  rocky  channel  of  typhoid 
fever  and  finally  brings  him  into  a  safe  port. 

The  many-sidedness  of  typhoid  fever  gives  it  a  large  interest 
and  calls  for  good  judgment.  What  to  do  and  when  to  do  it,  are 
questions  largely  determining  a  physician's  success  in-. this  infec- 
tion. The  bowels  are  inflamed,  the  Peyer's  patches  being  the  foci 
of  inflammation,  and-  it  is  but  the  application  .of  commonsense  prin- 
ciples to  seek  for  means  of  combatting  this  intestinal  inflammation. 

Local  applications  prove  efficacious  elsewhere  in  inflammation 
— why  not  here?  Applications  with  hygroscopic  properties  reduce 
inflammations  in  other  tissues  of  the  body  and  will  do  likewise  in 
typhoid  fever.  The  best  of  these  is  Antiphlogistine,  and  its  use  in 
typhoid  fever  is  demonstrable.  It  will  tend  to  reduce  the  inflam- 
mation and  thus  contribute  in  making  the  typhoid  patient  comfort- 
able and  assist  him  in  his  return  to  health. 

Antiphlogistine  is  applied  over  the  abdomen  to  the  thickness  of 


268 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


an  eighth  of  an  inch  and  then  covered  with  a  suitable  soft  cloth.  This 
is  renewed  twice  daily. 

This  use  of  Antiphlogistine  is  a  valuable  adjunct  in  the  usual 
treatment  of  typhoid  fever  and  is  of  distinct  assistance. — Medical 
Era. 


The  Varieties  of  Dysmenorrhea. 

In  an  article  on  dysmenorrhea,  Solomon  Henry  Secoy,  M.D., 
of  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  refers  especially  to  its  causes  and  treatment 
and  offers  some  valuable  suggestions  as  follows :  "I  am  in  the  habit 
of  regarding  dysmenorrhea  as  capable  of  division  into  three  vari- 
eties. They  are  the  neuralgic,  the  obstructive  and  the  membranous. 
The  neuralgic  form  is  a  pure  neuralgia,  and  its  subjects,  in  all  cases, 
will  give  a  history  upon  which  we  can  base  its  cause.  These  patients 
will  tell  us  that  never,  prior  to  the  attacks  which  they  have  recently 
undergone,  have  they  had  dysmenorrhea.  It  is  caused  generally  by 
malaria  and  other  influences  which  tend  to  lower  the  general  health. 

"The  treatment  of  dysmenorrhea  very  naturally  comprises  such 
remedies  and  procedures  as  will  correct  the  cause,  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  anodynes  to  relieve  the  pain.  In  the  neuralgic  form  we 
must  correct  the  cause.  If  that  be  malaria,  quinine  must  be  given. 
In  most  cases  where  the  neuralgic  form  is  presented  there  is 
anemia,  and  no  relief  will  be  secured  till  this  factor  is  overcome. 
Iron  in  some  available  form  must,  therefore,  be  given.  During  the 
period  of  menstruation  the  administration  of  antikamnia  and  codeine 
tablets  in  doses  of  two  tablets  every  two  hours,  will  relieve  the  pain. 
If  these  tablets  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  attack  we  can 
often  entirely  prevent  pain." 


Book  Reviews 


The  Intravenous  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis.  By  Zell  L.  Baldwin, 
M.D.,  Niles,  Michigan.  Paper  read  before  the  National  Eclectic 
Medical  Association,  Kansas  City,  1908. 

In  this  interesting  paper  the  doctor  recommends  the  injection 
of  a  combination  of  salicylic  acid,  guaiacol  and  glycerine,  and  says 
that  with  this  treatment  since  October,  1904,  there  have  been 
treated  259  cases,  with  a  mortality  of  but  twenty  per  cent.  Write 
him  for  a  copy. 

In  Press. 

Catechism  of  Haematology.  By  Robert  Lincoln  Watkins,  M.  D., 
professor  haematology,  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York.  The  Physicians'  Book  Publishing  Co.,  New  York 
and  London.  1908. 
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Items 


When  writing  to  advertisers  kindly  mention  the  Review. 


Married.  September  7,  Doctor  M.  Grant-McGinnis  to  Lloyd 
Phillip  Jones. 


Let  us  have  a  good  representation  from  this  state  at  the 
International  Congress  on  Tuberculosis,  September  21  to  Octo- 
ber 12. 


Doctor  Herman  Scaison,  of  4817  White  Plains  avenue,  has 
been  appointed  surgeon  to  the  New  York  Central  line. 


Amenorrhea. 

Whether  from  shock,  exposure  or  other  causes  the  menstrual 
flow  is  scanty  or  suppressed,  the  administration,  of  Hayden's  Vibur- 
num Compound  will  invariably  effect  relief.  Its  action  is  to  nor- 
malize pelvic  circulation,  and  in  anemic  or  debilitated  subjects 
its  administration  just  preceding  each  monthly  epoch  will  restore 
the  reproductive  system  to  its  proper  condition. 


Doctor  Max  Meyer  has  removed  his  east  side  office  to  415 
East  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth  street,  near  Willis  avenue. 


The  session  of  1908-09  will  open  Wednesday,  September  16. 


If  you  have  not  received  the  catalogue  send  for  one  at  once. 


Press  of  personal  business  has  compelled  Prof.  Max  Meyer  to 
resign  the  chair  of  chemistry.  There  will  be  many  regrets,  for  Doc- 
tor Meyer  was  a  most  popular  teacher. 


The  executive  committee  of  the  faculty  is  working  with  great 
vigor.    We  may  look  for  great  things  this  winter. 


At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the 
City  and  County  of  New  York,  which  will  be  held  October  17, 
Dr.  Theodore  Adlerman  will  be  the  essayist. 


Vll. 


AD  VERTISEMENTS. 


Normal  Tinctures 

Their  Evolution 
and  Manufacture 

In  1870  the  late  William  S.  Merrell,  A.M.,  M.D., 
gave  to  Professor  John  M.  Scudder  the  pharma- 
ceutical data  contained  in  his  book  called  Specific 
Medication.  At  that  time  the  fluid  medicines  of  the 
Eclectic  school  were  known  as  Essential  Tinctures 
— preparations  which  were  certainly  in  advance  of 
the  times.  Gradually,  from  this  beginning,  the 
ethical  and  scientifically  correct  Normal  Tinctures 
were  developed. 

Upon  the  label  is  expressed  the  relation  which 
the  finished  Normal  Tincture  bears  to  the  crude 
drug  from  which  it  is  obtained.  PURITY,  CLEAN- 
LINESS and  EFFICIENCY  are  their  leading  char- 
acteristics. A  trial  in  practice  will  convince  any 
observant  medical  man  that  they  stand  pre-eminent 
in  all  those  qualities  so  essential  to  the  success  of 
the  physician.  The  labels  are  especially  designed 
to  aid  physicians  in  prescribing  according  to  specific 
indications.  The  dose,  frequency  of  administration 
and  direct  indications  are  upon  each  bottle.  How- 
ever, the  dose  of  a  remedy,  within  certain  limits, 
and  the  frequency  of  its  administration,  are  often 
questions  which  the  physician  must  decide,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment  and  experience. 


The  Wm*  S*  Merrell  Chemical  Co* 

Home  Offices  and  Laboratories : 
CINCINNATI 

Branches:   New  York  and  San  Francisco. 
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Session  of  1908-09. 

The  session  which  opened  September  16  promises  to  be  one  of 
the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The  building,  with 
its  new  laboratory,  presents  a  much  improved  appearance,  and  we  have 
enrolled  a  fine  class,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that,  intermingled  with 
the  cky  students,  there  are  several  from  the  country,  so  that  we  can 
hope  in  the  near  future  to  at  least  supply  in  part  the  demands  for 
Eclectic  practitioners  in  the  country  districts. 

•  Professor  Lohmann  will  this  year  fill  the  chair  of  chemistry,  and 
Dr.  T.  Adlerman  will  succeed  Dr.  Skou  in  the  chair  of  histology. 

The  faculty  feel  the  responsibility  that  has  been  placed  upon 
them,  and  are  sure  to  give  their  very  best  efforts  in  their  respective 
departments.  There  is  a  healthy  rivalry  among  them  to  please  the 
new  management,  and  to  prove  to  the  board  of  trustees  their  ability 
and  capability  to,  if  requested,  fill  the  position  of  dean  made  vacant 
by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Boskowitz.  G.  W.  T. 


International  Congress  on  Tuberculosis. 

The  long  anticipated  and  much  discussed  sixth  triennial  meet- 
ing of  the  tuberculosis  congress  took  place  in  Washington  on  the 
28th  of  last  month.  It  was  largely  attended,  and  nearly  every  civilized 
nation  in  the  world  was  represented  by  its  wisest  specialists  in  tuber- 
culosis, as  well  as  by  many  of  its  leading  general  practitioners  of 
medicine. 

As  soon  as  the  meeting  was  organized  and  the  spokesman  of 
each  participating  country  had  spoken  brieflv  of  his  nation's  interest 
in  the  work  to  be  considered,  the  opening  speech  of  welcome  was 
made,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  by  Hon.  George  B.  Cortelyou. 
Secretary  of  the  United  States  Treasury,  who  in  part  said : 

"The  days  when  the  people  of  a  nation  sat  idly  by  and  left  to 
desultory  investigation  the  study  of  evils  which  menaced  the  wel- 
fare of  large  numbers  of  people,  are  passing  away,  and  in  their 
place  we  find  concerted  action.  I  have  thought  it  would  not  be 
out  of  place  to  give  a  brief  outline  of  what  has  been  done  in  this 
country  in  combating  tuberculosis. 
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"The  first  organized  movement  in  the  United  States  was  begun 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  in 
1892,  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Lawrence  F.  Flick  and  others. 
To-day  there  are  more  than  forty  organizations  in  the  United 
States.  The  National  Association  for  the  Study  and  Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis,  under  the  auspices  of  which  the  present  congress  is 
convened,  held  its  first  meeting  in  Washington  on  May  18,  1905. 
The  operations  of  this  and  other  similar  societies  are  independent  of 
Government  control. 

"The  National  Government  has  prescribed  rules  to  prevent  the 
spread  -of  the  disease  among  its  employees,  and  has  also  established 
governmental  sanatoria.  In  1899  tne  United  States  Public  Health 
Service  established  the  Marine  Hospital  Sanatorium  at  Fort  Stanton, 
New  Mexico,  a  Government  reservation  of  forty-five  square  miles, 
with  an  altitude  of  6,231  feet.  This  accommodates  an  average  of 
200  seamen  of  the  merchant  marine. 

"The  War  Department  maintains  a  sanatorium  at  Fort  Bayard, 
New  Mexico,  and  the  Navy  Department  a  sanatorium  in  Colorado. 
Congress  has  provided  for  a  hospital  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for 
indigent  persons.  The  Fifty-ninth  Congress  during  its  first  session 
made  provision  for  an  investigation  as  to  the  prevalence  of  tuber- 
culosis among  the  Indians. 

"The  Legislatures  of  a  number  of  the  States  have,  within  the 
last  five  years,  provided  for  State  commissions,  especially  with  ref- 
erence to  the  establishment  of  sanatoria.  In  several  notable  in- 
stances, men  of  large  means  and  wide  influence  have  lent  their  support. 

"Referring  now  to  the  movement  at  large,  the  International 
Congress  on  Tuberculosis,  held  in  Berlin  in  May,  1899,  was  the  first 
one  held  with  general  international  sanction,  and  was,  therefore,  of 
especial  value  because  it  publicly  represented  the  indorsement  of 
governments  upon  the  work.  This  Berlin  congress  and  the  Peace 
Conference  at  The  Hague  were  the  most  notable  events  of  that  year. 
The  congress  must  be  considered  the  more  important  of  the  two ;  its 
efforts  were  directed  against  an  ever-present  enemy  of  mankind,  while 
war  is  only  an  unfortunate  incident  in  the  history  of  nations. 

"Yellow  fever,  notwithstanding  the  panics  it  has  produced,  has 
not  caused  in  the  United  States  in  the  past  115  years  as  many  deaths 
as  occurred  last  year  from  tuberculosis.  By  figures  given  for  the 
United  States,  it  is  estimated  that  since  the  year  1793  there  have 
been  approximately  100,000  deaths  from  yellow  fever,  whereas 
tuberculosis  is  estimated  to  have  caused  160,000  deaths  last  year  alone. 

"The  bubonic  plague  in  India  has  not,  since  its  first  outbreak 
in  1896,  caused  as  many  deaths  in  that  country  in  proportion  to 
the  population,  as  were  caused  by  tuberculosis  in  the  United  States 
during  the  same  period. 

"Tuberculosis  statistics  show  in  the  past  four  years  more  than 
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three  times  as  many  deaths  in  this  country  as  occurred,  in  action  and 
from  wounds  received  in  action,  during  the  entire  period  of  the 
Civil  War. 

"The  facts  are  of  great  significance,  and  have  contributed  to 
a  better  understanding  of  the  need  of  preventive  measures.  These 
congresses  have  at  the  same  time  contributed  to  a  saner  attitude 
with  respect  to  the  victims  of  the  disease,  its  contagiousness  and  the 
method  of  dealing  with  it. 

"This  congress  in  its  several  sessions  has  stimulated  the  cru- 
sade against  tuberculosis  in  England,  Germany,  France  and  Italy,  in 
each  of  which  countries  it  has  been  held.  In  our  own  country,  the 
necessary  preparations  for  this  gathering  have  already  had  a  most 
wholesome  effect  in  awakening  interest  and  enlisting  support  in  every 
State  in  the  Union. 

"The  exhibit  which  has  been  assembled  is  of  the  largest  edu- 
cational value,  for  here  you  give  the  most  effective  object  lessons, 
both  as  to  the  treatment  and  as  to  the  prevention  of  the  disease. 
Dr.  Flick  makes  this  striking  statement : 

"  'The  modern  crusade  against  tuberculosis  is  the  logical  out- 
growth of  modern  knowledge.  Unlike  crusades  against  disease  in 
the  past,  it  is  based  upon  exact  knowledge.' 

"May  this  exact  knowledge  be  drawn  upon  to  the  greatest  pos- 
sible advantage ;  may  the  results  of  this  congress  mark  a  notable 
advance  in  the  crusade  against  this  dread  menace  to  national  and 
international  welfare." 

Much  work  was  accomplished  at  this  meeting  of  the  congress, 
which  will  undoubtedly  make  for  the  well-being  of  future  genera- 
tions of  the  human  race.  Among  the  important  statements  brought 
out  was  the  fact  that  American  specialists  are  almost  unanimously 
opposed  to  the  theory  of  Prof.  Koch  in  regard  to  tuberculosis  in 
man  and  beast.  This  fact  was  shown  by  several  papers  read.  One 
of  the  American  members  forcibly  pointed  out  the  fact  that  "the  uni- 
formity of  the  tubercle  bacillus  is  recognized  everywhere  to-day,  and 
even  the  Prussian  government  refutes  Koch's  theory."  He  cited 
the  statement  of  the  English  commission  of  1907,  that  "man  and  beast 
can  infect  each  other."  T  W.  F. 


Professor  Alexander  Wilder,  M.D. 

Doctor  Wilder  was  born  in  Verona,  Oneida  County,  May  14, 
1823.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Syracuse  Medical  College  in  1851. 
From  1858  to  1871  he  was  on  the  staff  of  the  Evening  Post,  serving 
during  a  part  of  that  time  as  the  legislative  correspondent  at  Albany. 
It  was  while  occupying  that  post  that  he.  Dr.  Newton,  and  some 
others  obtained  from  the  legislature  the  charter  of  the  Eclectic  Med- 
ical College  of  the  City  of  Xew  York,  of  which  institution  Dr.  Wilder 
was  president  for  many  years. 
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In  1873  Dr.  Wilder  removed  to  Newark  and  devoted  himself 
almost  exclusively  to  literary  work.  Because  of  his  unusually  sound 
knowledge  of  Latin  and  Greek,  Dr.  Wilder  was  enabled  to  take  the 
lead  in  many  philosophical  discussions  which  were  founded  upon  the 
works  of  the  ancients,  and  throughout  his  literary  life  he  was  held 
in  high  esteem  by  students  of  philosophy. 

For  years  he  was  an  associate  editor  of  the  Metaphysical  Maga- 
zine and  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  Platonist  Magazine. 

He  passed  peacefully  away  at  his  home  in  Newark  Friday  even- 
ing, September  18.  He  will  be  remembered  by  his  many  friends  in 
the  Eclectic  School,  with  which  he  wias  actively  connected  for  many 
years  as  a  forcible,  fluent  writer  and  teacher. 

For  many  years  he  held  the  chair  of  physiology  in  the  Eclectic 
Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New  York;  was  associate  editor  of 
the  "Medical  Eclectic,"  which  for  years  was  the  official  organ  of 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

In  the  early  seventies  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  National 
Eclectic  Medical  Association,  which  position  he  held  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 

His  work,  "The  History  of  Medicine,"  which  he  published  at 
the  request  of  the  National  Association,  will  stand  as  a  monument  to 
his  memory  and  his  fame  as  a  teacher,  historian  and  philosopher. 


I       Original  Articles  | 

President's  Address,  New  York  Specific  Medication  Club. 

BY  CHARLES  W.   BRANDENBURG,  M.D. 

At  this,  our  first  meeting  of  this  year,  I  may  not  be  out  of  order 
in  saying  a  few  words  in  reference  to  our  work. 

.  The  New  York  Specific  Medication  Club  during  its  few  years 
of  prosperous  existence  has  created  a  national  reputation  among 
physicians  generally  for4  its  earnest  investigation  of  specific  drug 
action,  and  for  its  labor  relating  to  pharmaceutical  products. 

The  specially  prepared  essays  by  members  and  drug  studies 
presented  by  our  appointed  committee,  giving  new  uses  for  estab- 
lished remedies,  have  been  read  and  discussed  at  our  regular  monthly 
meetings. 

Our  transactions  have  been  accurately  reported  by  our  secretary 
for  publication.  The  Eclectic  Review  and  other  medical  journals 
throughout  the  country  have  given  us  publicity. 

It  is  a  good  and  inspiring  thought  to  contemplate  that  our  re- 
ported experiences  with  plant  remedies  in  actual  medical  practice 
have  been  duly  appreciated  by  many  physicians. 

No  man  can  foretell  or  estimate  what  power  and  influence  our 
medical  literature  will  have  among  thoughtful  and  studious  minds. 
I  can  truthfully  say  that  every  paper  read  and  discussed  before  this 
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club  contained  distinctive  ideas  and  quickened  thoughts  which  will 
lead  to  a  broader  view  of  specific  medication. 

To  the  students  of  specific  diagnosis  and  medication,  each  physio- 
logical action,  each  pathological  sign,  or  symptom,  the  whole  num- 
ber of  incidents  in  the  life  of  a  patient,  the  judgment  and  experience 
of  the  physician,  all  have  their  important  value  as  factors  in  the  med- 
ical problems  that  we,  as  a  club,  are  trying  to  solve. 

It  is  by  the  revelations  of  the  microscope ;  chemical  analysis ;  and 
the  discussion  of  experience  in  practice,  that  the  relationship  between 
disease  expression  and  drug  action  can  be  determined. 

To  refuse  to  reflect  upon  and  to  discuss  the  uses  of  our  remedial 
agents,  is  to  admit  a  narrow-mindedness  which  places  the  physician 
outside  the  ranks  of  earnest  investigators. 

There  is  one  road  by  which  we  can  increase  our  progress  and 
usefulness;  that  is  to  continue  to  contribute  to  this  club  papers  rep- 
resenting our  own  thoughts  and  original  experiences  in  specific  med- 
ication, 

As  we  look  over  medical  history,  we  find  that  some  of  our  valu- 
able plant  remedies  had  their  origin  with  those  who,  though  deficient 
in  schooling,  were,  nevertheless,  not  without  learning.  In  the  medical 
profession  we  find  many  who,  though  well  educated,  know  little  of 
Eclectic  therapeutics,  and  who  are  more  imperfectly  equipped  with 
remedies  than  the  untutored  Indian. 

At  this  time  when  the  dominant  school  of  medicine  is  wrapped 
.in  the  mists  of  bacterial  speculation  and  is  almost  wrecked  on  the 
rocks  of  a  doubtful  materia  medica,  I  regard  the  present  work  of  this 
club  an  essential  and  a  very  important  branch  of  a  medical  propa- 
ganda. The  "Fathers"  of  our  system  of  materia  medica  and  thera- 
peutics accomplished  a  noble  work,  and  their  experiences  have  left 
their  lessons  with  us.  We  are  not  unmindful  of  the  researches  of 
those  faithful  members  who  so  zealously  contributed  to  our  literature 
and  labored  with  us,  and  who  have  recently  laid  down  their  life's 
burdens. 

If  we  wish  to  continue  our  success  as  a  specific  medication  club 
we  must  have  the  courage  to  think  of  our  labor  and  not  of  our- 
selves. Our  work  in  materia  medica,  therapeutics  and  pharmacy 
gives  the  promise  and  confident  hope  that  our  mission  as  a  specific 
medication  club  may  continue  always. 

New  York  City. 

Tabes  Dorsalis. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,  A.BV  M.D. 

"Read  at  the  September  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of 
the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

I  think,  gentlemen,  it  will  not  be  entirely  out  of  place  if,  before 
taking  up  the  reading  of  the  article  proper,  I  mention  here  some- 
thing' of  the  history  of  this  peculiar  disease. 
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The  first  attention  to  it  was  drawn  by  some  German  physicians 
in  the  early  part  of  the  19th  century,  and  while  Romberg,  in  1846, 
gave  a  fair  description  of  it  in  his  book  of  nervous  diseases,  it  fell 
to  Duchene,  in  1858,  to  give  an  accurate  and  full  sketch  of  tabes 
dorsalis,  and  then  the  masterful  lectures  of  Charcot  finally  brought 
the  attention  of  all  medical  men  to  this  disease. 

I  would  be  doing,  however,  an  injustice  did  I  not  mention  here 
the  names  of  Erb  and  Buzzard,  who  did  great  work  in  compiling 
clinical  data  and  symptoms  of  this  interesting  malady. 

Progressive  locomotor  ataxy  is  a  disease  of  the  nervous  system, 
which  can  be  said  to  manifest  itself  mainly  by  disordered  movements 
of  the  limbs  in  locomotion,  and  is  dependent  on  the  loss  of  power 
of  co-ordinating  the  muscles  into  harmonious  action,  which  is,  of 
course,  essential  to  the  proper  movements  of  the  body  and  the  main- 
tenance of  equilibrium.  It  is  a  disease  of  middle  life,  being  most 
frequently  observed  to  occur  between  the  years  of  30  and  50,  more 
common  among  men  than  among  women. 

I  will  not  claim  here  that  the  etiology  of  tabes  dorsalis  is  an 
open  book  for  me,  as  it  is  not,  and,  in  fact,  it  does  not  seem  to  be 
fully  understood.  There  can  be  no  question  whatever  that  syphilis 
has,  and  plays,  an  important  part  in  tabes  dorsalis  and  is  considered 
by  some  writers  to  be  the  chief  factor  in  causation  of  this  affliction, 
but  at  the  same  time  I  cannot  help  but  ask  myself  a  few  questions  : 
(1)  If  syphilis  is  the  main  and  only  factor,  why  then  does  sex  play 
such  an  important  role  in  this  disease?  Why  do  syphilitic  men  suffer 
in  far  larger  proportion  than  syphilitic  women?  (2)  Why  does  tabes 
dorsalis  appear  in  a  great  many  syphilitic  cases  which  have  received 
proper  treatment  and  thorough  treatment,  and  appears  in  less  num- 
bers in  syphilitic  cases  which  received  insufficient  treatment?  Does  it 
not  therefore  stand  to  reason  that  there  must  be  some  other  unknown 
cause  to  this  disease? 

Another  important  question  is  :  Why  is,  as  a  rule,  tabes  dorsalis 
not  amenable  to  anti-syphilitic  treatment  if  it  is  so  closely  connected 
with  syphilis? 

We  must  also  bring  forth  here  another  interesting  point  worthy 
of  study  and  consideration :  In  Japan,  where  syphilis  is  very  wide 
spread,  tabes  is  almost  unknown  and  hardly  ever  comes  under  obser- 
vation. Why? 

It  is,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  going  a  little  too  far  to  refer 
the  occurrence  of  tabes  dorsalis  to  syphilis  only,  and  other  causes 
must,  either  with  or  without  the  existence  of  syphilis,  induce  this 
sickness.  The  hereditary  nervous  taint  is  very  frequently  present  in 
tabetic  cases,  but  here  we  must  not  make  the  mistake  and  consider 
tabes  dorsalis  a  hereditary  disease,  which  it  is  not.  What  we  want 
to  say  is  that  a  general  nervous  heredity  is  recorded  in  most  cases 
of  this  disease. 

Among  the  exciting  and  determining  causes  of  this  malady,  ex- 
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posure  to  cold,  privation,  intemperance,  overexertion,  mental  anxiety, 
sexual  excess,  and  traumatism  stand  forth  very  prominently.  The 
occurrence  of  tabes  dorsalis  from  trauma  is  very  rare,  although  we 
may  perhaps  assume  that  trauma  and  a  cold,  in  combination,  may 
induce  the  formation  of  a  poison  (if  I  may  so  call  it)  corresponding 
in  its  operation  upon  the  nervous  system,  with  the  hypothetic  poison 
of  syphilitic  infection. 

The  claim  of  many  writers  that  tabes  dorsalis  is  not  of  the 
same  nature  as  general  paralysis,  brings  to  the  front  another  inter- 
esting query  worthy  of  study  also :  Why  do  so  many  tabetic  cases 
end  in  general  paralysis?  And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  is  of  the 
same  '  nature,  why  is  there  no  diminution  of  muscular  strength  in 
most  cases? 

Locomotor  ataxy  usually  begins  insidiously  and  advances  slowly. 
Among  the  earliest  symptoms  observed  are  disorders  of  vision,  with 
occasionally  temporary  paralysis  of  some  cranial  nerves,  a  peculiar 
feeling  of  uneasiness  in  the  back,  accompanied  with  violent  shooting 
pains  down  the  limbs,  increased  or  perverted  sensibility  in  various 
parts  of  the  body,  and  general  disturbances  of  the  genito-urinary 
functions.  In  some  very  few  cases  muscular  atrophies  will  occur 
very  early  in  the  disease,  and,  in  fact,  the  tabetic  symptoms  appear 
in  a  year  or  two  years  later. 

The  initial  symptoms  may  continue  for  a  long  period,  until  the 
so-called  "lightning  pains"  appear,  which  are  of  general  neuralgic 
character,  only  they  are  not  limited  to  the  nerve  districts.  The  patient 
will  then  begin  to  be  aware  that  he  or  she  can  not  walk  with  the 
same  freedom  as  before ;  he  feels  as  if  some  substance  were  inter- 
posed between  his  feet  and  the  ground.  He  begins  the  task  of  walk- 
ing with  difficulty,  and  the  steps  are  short  and  very  hurried. 

In  walking  he  requires  the  aid  of  his  vision  to  preserve  his  equi- 
librium, and  he  therefore  looks  at  his  feet  and  the  ground  in  front 
of  them  as  he  advances.  In  many  cases  the  hands  and  fingers  are 
also  implicated ;  they  cease  to  perform  the  functions  with  precision, 
so  that  the  patient  is  unable  to  pick  up  any  small  object  from  the 
ground ;   he  cannot  button  his  clothes,  and  he  cannot  feed  himself. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  mention  here  to  you 
the  "knee  jerk"  which  is  commonly  absent  in  tabes  dorsalis  at  even 
a  very  early  stage  of  the  disease.  A  very  important  symptom,  how- 
ever, which  should  not  be  overlooked  is  the  condition  of  the  pupils. 
The  pupils  will  not  contract  when  a  light  is  suddenly  thrown  upon 
the  eye. 

As  the  disease  advances  the  disorder  of  movements  increases, 
the  patient's  efforts  to  walk  become  distressing;  his  limbs  are  jerked 
about  wildly,  and  walking  becomes  impossible  and  is  given  up,  and 
the  patient  becomes  helpless.  There  may  be  a  general  paralysis,  and 
a  more  definite  paralysis  of  the  bladder. 
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Medical  science,  so  far,  is  almost  powerless  against  tabes  dor- 
salis,  and  beyond  the  employment  of  measures  to  allay  the  various 
painful  symptoms  little  can  be  done  toward  its  cure,  and  in  spite  of 
all  attempts  tabes  remains  essentially  incurable. 

Numerous  remedies  have  from  time  to  time  been  brought  for- 
ward as  supposed  to  possess  special  efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease,  but  none  of  them  have  proved  to  be  of  much  value.  There 
are  no  specifics  for  it.  The  general  treatment  can  be  summarized 
as  follows :  For  the  severe  lightning  pains  5-grain  doses  of  acetanilid, 
administered  every  2  or  3  hours  for  two  or  three  times,  will  produce 
sure  relief  and  give  better  and  quicker  results  than  the  salicylate 
of  soda  or  any  other  drug  I  know  of.  I  do  not  use  morphine  in 
these  cases,  as  the  after  results  are  very  severe,  and  the  danger  of 
creating  a  morphia  habit  is  very  strong.  For  the  urinary  derange- 
ments .ergot,  mycrotis,  apis,  hydrastis,  echinacea,  will  give  more  or 
less  fair  results. 

The  patient  must  be  kept  quite  free  from  all  cares  and  anxieties; 
general  nutrition  must  receive  proper  attention ;  strychnine,  phosphor, 
iron,  arsenic  can  be  used  with  advantage.  Electricity  is  being  used 
by  many  physicians  with  more  or  less  success ;  some  use  Faradism, 
others  galvanism ;  some  speak  highly  of  it,  others  with  reserve.  I 
am  personally  somewhat  skeptical  when  I  hear  of  the  great  cures  ac- 
complished by  it  in  tabes  dorsalis. 

The  suspension  treatment,  which  I  think  needs  no  description, 
and  which  was  acclaimed  by  many  as  "the  cure"  for  tabes  dorsalis, 
gives  no  results  whatever,  and  is  falling  into  disuse. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  a  very  interesting 
case  of  pregnancy  in  tabes  dorsalis  which  is  reported  in  the  "Munch. 
Med.  Woch"  (Feb.  12,  1907)  :  She  showed  the  first  symptoms  of 
tabes  nine  years  ago.  Six  years  ago  she  gave  birth  to  a  child  without 
much  pain.  She  lately  became  pregnant  again,  despite  all  signs  of 
well-marked  tabes.  The  delivery  was  also  painless,  though  the  uterine 
contractions  were  powerful. 

608  Eastern  Parkway,  Brooklyn. 


Relation  of  Etiology,  Pathology  and  Medicinal  Actions. 

BY  E.  JENTZSCH,  M.D. 

Scientific  investigations  along  special  lines  in  medical  research 
are  so  many  that  a  consideration  of  the  subject  suggested  in  the  title 
of  this  paper  would  be  very  profitable  to  the  general  practitioner. 
In  view  of  the  energy  displayed  to  discover  bacteria.  I  have  often 
wondered  why  so  little  thought  is  given  to  the  real  causes  of  disease. 
The  theory  of  bacteria  as  the  sole  cause  of  disease,  when  viewed 
superficially,  seems  plausible;  but  when  studied  carefully  is  found 
to  contain  much  that  is  contradictory,  which  leads  to  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  many  investigators.  It  is  generally  conceded  now  that 
bacteria  in  the  human  organism  may  or  may  not  be  evidence  of  dis- 
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ease.     It  is  also  conceded  that  if  there  are  no  physical  symptoms 
in  corroboration,  the  finding  of  bacteria  is  of  no  clinical  value.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  an  examination  of  the  throats  of  all  the  children 
in  Chicago  would  disclose  the  presence  of  the  bacilli  of  diphtheria 
and  other  diseases  in  a  large  percentage  of  those  examined.  Like- 
wise the  typhoid  bacillus  can  be  found  in  a  large  proportion  of  per- 
sons who  drink  from  the  same  water  source.     Why  is  it  then  that 
a  comparatively  few  contract  the  disease,  which  is  said  to  be  caused 
only  by  these  germs.     This  is  a  question  that  I  have  considered 
carefully.    My  observations  have  led  me  to  the  following  conclusions : 
That  the  truth  lies  between  the  two  extremes.    The  human  organism 
must  be  injured  or  deranged  sufficiently  to  allow  the  formation  of 
bacterial  disease.     However,  derangements  and  injuries   are   of  so 
frequent  occurrence  without  the  development  of  diseases  that  we  must 
assume  that  considerable  impairment    is    necessary    in    order  that 
bacterial  activity  may  be  the  cause.     We  must  therefore  look  for  a 
more  general  and  constant  cause ;  which  I  believe  to  be  disorder  of 
digestive  tract,  and  exposure   to   atmospheric    conditions,   both  of 
which  produce  chills.     That  disorder  of  the  digestive  tract  is  the 
initial  cause  of  many  diseases  is  proven  in  many  instances.  For 
example,  should  a  horse  get  at  the  oat  box,  and  be  allowed  to  eat 
all  he  will,  it  is  quite  certain  that  there  will  be  developed  either  acute 
indigestion   (colic),    emphysema  (heaves),    laminitis   (founder),  or 
azoturia  (brain  staggers).     These  conditions  will  develop  in  such 
a  way  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  their  cause.     It  is  not  very  likely  that 
the  higher  animal  is  exempt  from  similar  conditions  under  similar 
circumstances.     We  may  therefore  assume  that    disorder    of  the 
digestive  tract  is  the  most  constant  cause  of  disease.      In  fact,  I 
would  say  that  the  digestive  tract  is  the    fountain   of   health  and 
disease.     It  is  therefore  important  that  we  recognize  early  all  symp- 
toms of  digestive  disorder.     Briefly  they  are  as  follows :  Lassitude, 
chills,  flatulency,  diarrhoea,  constipation,  vomiting,  pica,  change  of 
color  of  the  skin  and  mucous  membrane,  headache,  restlessness,  and 
want  of  nervous,  circulatory  or  respiratory  action.     Objective  symp- 
toms are  the  most  reliable,  subjective  ones  being  only  corroborative. 
These  symptoms,  or  some  of  them,  are  the  forerunners  of  all  dis- 
orders, and  when  persistent  are  followed  by  classified  diseases,  and 
also  by  diseases  where  bacteria  are  said  to  be  the   cause.  Chills 
may  be  the  result  of  gastro-intestinal  irritation,  the  first  step  of  all 
disorders,  and  is  a  most  reliable  symptom.     It  is  an  indication  of 
irritation  somewhere  in  the  organism.     The  inception  of  a  chill  mav 
be  from  within  or  without.     When  from  within,  it  is  caused  by 
irritating  material  in  the  digestive  tract.     The  gastro-intestinal  con- 
tents are  changed  from  a  healthy  non-irritating,    to   an  unhealthy 
irritating  substance.     This  causes  a  contraction  of  all  the  structures 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  irritant,  including  the  lacteals,    producing  a 
contraction  anemia,  and  if  there  is  extensive  irritation,  the  anemia 
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will  also  be  extensive.  This  gives  rise  to  a  flushing  of  the  external 
surface,  followed  by  sympathetic  contraction,  and  a  chill  is  the  re- 
sult. Extension  of  the  period  of  contraction  increases  the  irritability, 
by  reason  of  non-secretion,  and  contraction  fatigue  follows,  with  a 
reaction  of  dilatation  and  hypersecretion.  The  absorbing  and  secreting 
functions  are  restored  simultaneously,  and  considerable  irritating  mat- 
ter is  absorbed ;  which  disturbs  the  circulation  and  the 
various  excretory  organs,  and  sets  up  an  irritant  characterized  by 
a  wet  and  dry  stage,  and  we  then  have  the  symptoms  of  a  cold. 
The  character  of  the  symptoms  varies  with  the  amount  and  virulence 
of  the  irritant.  If,  prior  to  the  chill,  the  succus  interius  is  unable  to 
destroy  the  bacteria,  then  there  follows  a  bacterial  disease  leading 
to  inflammation  of  those  organs,  which  these  micro-organisms  infest. 
I  do  not  mean,  however,  to  say  that  an  absolutely  healthy  condition 
of  the  general  organism  is  required  at  all  times  for  bacterial  destruc- 
tion. Indeed,  a  disease  of  the  gastro-intestinal  canal,  or  other  organs, 
may  engender  conditions  meaning  death  to  bacteria  and  irritation  of 
the  organism  containing  them.  The  modus  operandi  of  enteric  dis- 
orders is  the  same  when  caused  by  chills  from  without,  differing 
only  in  that  the  internal  contraction  is  secondary  and  sympathetic. 
The  external  is  most  frequently  caused  by  atmospheric  conditions, 
but  may  also  be  induced  by  profound  impressions  upon  the  special 
senses.  Prolonged  and  repeated  chills  induced  from  without  bring 
about  proportionate  contractions  of  the  internal  surface,  which,  for 
reasons  already  given,  produce  changes  in  the  contents  of  the  diges- 
tive tract,  healthy  to  unhealthy,  followed  by  the  same  phenomena 
seen  when  the  chill  originates  from  within.  Of  course,  bacteria  as 
well  as  parasites  may,  under  favorable  conditions,  be  the  primary 
cause  of  irritation,  and  therefore  of  disease,  but  not  to  the  extent 
usually  claimed,  for  conditions  must  be  extremely  favorable  for  their 
propagation,  as  exemplified  in  the  care  required  for  artificial  culturing. 

No  matter  what  the  cause  of  the  disease,  the  general  pathological 
process  is  always  the  same,  differing  only  in  its  location  and  sever- 
ity. Whether  the  disease  be  local  or  general  the  pathology  is  that 
of  irritation  and  inflammation,  with  its  consequences.  The  cause  is 
always  an  irritant,  a  foreign  substance  in  the  form,  of  a  solid,  a 
liquid,  bacteria,  or  other  form.  The  uniformity  of  pathology  is  sig- 
nificant and  explains  the  comparative  uniformity  of  drug  action  in 
different  diseases.  That  is  when  medicine  is  given  in  a  rational  way 
with  the  view  of  assisting  nature  to  get  rid  of  the  irritant.  To  give 
medicine  rationally  we  must  have  specific  conditions.  The  question 
is  often  asked,  what  about  scientific  theories.  In  therapy,  we  must 
profit  by  the  experience  of  our  predecessors.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to 
practice  on  theories.  A  disease  is  not  an  indication  for  a  certain  medi- 
cine. But  in  a  certain  disease  there  may  be  a  certain  condition 
constantly  present  which  always  indicates  the  use  of  a  certain  medi- 
cine.   In  diphtheria,  for  instance,  there  are  the  indications  for  hypo- 
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dermic  lobelia;  toxemia,  with  profound  impairment  of  the  vital 
centers,  those  of  circulation  and  respiration  especially,  with  or  with- 
out asthenic  conditions. 

With  these  indications  present  I  am  confident  that  hypodermic 
lobelia  will  cure  diphtheria ;  and  it  will  be  found  beneficial  in  other 
diseases,  including  anesthesia  collapse.  Other  reliable  medicines 
have  their  indications,  which  are  well  known  to  those  who  have 
studied  them.  To  give  medicine  for  pneumonia,  or  any  other  dis- 
ease as  such,  is,  to  say  the  least,  unreliable.  Pneumonia,  nephritis 
or  other  disease  may  be  indications  which  require  differential  diag- 
nosis, but  in  a  therapeutic  consideration,  diagnosis  should  be  made 
in  relation  to  specific  indications.  It  is  obviously  very  difficult  to 
select  the  right  remedy  for  pneumonia,  from  the  thousands  which 
have  been  given  in  this  disease.  The  question  arises,  what  stimulant, 
or  what  sedative  will  be  best  to  administer?  There  are  so  many  stim- 
ulants and  sedatives  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  them  all  at  one 
time,  and  the  patient  may  die  before  the  proper  remedy  is  given. 
However,  the  indicated  remedy  can  be  selected  with  confidence  if 
one  possesses  the  proper  knowledge.  In  order  to  be  scientific  in  this 
matter  one  must  study  specific  medication.  By  this  method  we  are 
enabled  to  treat  disease  successfully.  Surgical  treatment  also  has  its 
well-defined  indications,  which  are  shown  when  nature,  assisted  by 
medical  treatment,  is  unable  to  expel  the  irritant.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  nature  is  provided  with  means  to  combat  bacteria,  and 
phagocytosis  plays  an  important  part.  This  process  is  as  yet  im- 
perfectly understood,  and  it  is  probable  that  several  factors  combined 
to  produce  the  phenomena.  In  conclusion  I  would  state  that  my  chief 
aim  in  presenting  this  paper  is  to  draw  the  attention  of  other  prac- 
titioners to  the  very  striking  and  uniform  causes,  effects  and  thera- 
peutic actions  in  disease. 

Chicago,  111. 


Echinacea  Augustifolia. 

BY  DAVID  ALPERIN,  M.D. 

Read  at  the  September  meeting  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medica- 
tion Club. 

Common  name. — Hedge  hog  or  Black  Sampson. 

In  presenting  this  drug  for  study  to  the  members  of  the  Specific 
Medication  Club  this  evening,  it  is  my  purpose  to  improve  my  own 
knowledge  of  this  drug  rather  than  to  give  you — gentlemen  of  the 
Specific  Medication  Club — any  special  information  or  indications  con- 
cerning it.  My  experience,  as  most  of  you  know,  is  limited;  but  in 
this  limited  experience  this  remedy  has,  under  certain  circumstances, 
been  so  positive  in  its  action  and  so  useful  to  a  very  large  class  of 
cases  that  I  thought  I  would  present  it  for  discussion. 

The  purest  and  best  form  of  echinacea  comes  to  the  market 
under  the  name  of  ecfolta,  which  is  a  purified,  assayed  form  of  the 
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drug.  I  have  used  it  in  all  conditions  of  acute  auto-infection,  slow, 
progressive  blood  deprivation,  due  to  impaired  metabolism,  faulty 
elimination,  etc. 

It  acts  equally  well  when  the  toxic  influence  is  extended  upon 
the  nervous  system,  as  shown  by  anemia,  glandular,  ulceration  or 
skin  diseases.  It  improves  the  entire  function  of  the  digestive  tract; 
digestion,  absorption,  assimilation  and  elimination  are  markedly  stim- 
ulated, and  thus  prevent  and  overcome  auto-intoxication.  It  is  spe- 
cially indicated  where  there  is  a  tendency  to  gangrenous  states ; 
sloughing,  throat  dark,  tongue  full,  with  dirty,  dark  brown  or  black- 
coat ;  in  other  words,  in  all  cases  indicating  sepsis.  Therapy:  As  an 
intestinal  antiseptic  it  is  excellent.  It  acts  upon  fevers  caused  by 
septic  material;  such  as  typhoid,  puerperal,  post-diphtheritic,  etc. 
Webster  has  suggested  its  use  in  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  In  ery- 
sipelas it  has  proved  useful. 

This  drug  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  as  an 
antidote  for  snake  and  insect  bites. 

New  York  City. 


Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,  A.B.,  M.D.,  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 

Ataxia  of  a  new  type  is  described  by  M.  Allen  Starr  (Medic. 
Record)  as  occurring  in  a  patient  of  66  years  of  age,  associated  with 
nerve  deafness,  due  perhaps  to  progressive  atrophy  of  the  auditory 
nerve.  In  walking  his  feet  are  placed  irregularly,  the  steps  being 
of  uneven  length,  and  the  body  swaying  without  any  special  ten- 
dancy  to  fall  in  any  direction.  His  gait  is  that  of  a  cerebellar  disease, 
as  there  is  no  throwing  of  the  legs  in  irregular  directions.  While 
his  lack  of  balance  is  very  marked,  it  is  not  attended  by  any  vertigo. 
His  writing  is  perfectly  good  and  there  is  no  trace  of  ataxia,  except- 
ing in  the  act  of  standing  and  walking. 

In  the  Jour.  Nerv.  and  Ment.  Dis.,  J.  F.  Munson  hopes  to  find 
the  nature  of  that  frightful  disease  epilepsy  by  an  exact  study  of 
the  vital  processes  of  epileptics  during  life  and  of  their  tissues  after 
death.  Munson  thinks  that  there  are  changes  in  the  metabolism  of 
the  epileptic,  and  in  the  toxicity  of  his  body  fluid.  The  nature  of 
these  changes  and  their  time  of  occurrence  is  doubtful,  because  of 
contradictory  findings.  We  have  still  to  discover  the  cause  of  epilepsy. 
The  absence  of  demonstrable  lesions  has  led  to  the  assumption  that 
indigenous  poisons  were  the  cause  of  the  disease. 

A  few  hundred  patients  in  the  Dunning  Insane  Asylum  listened 
very  quietly,  not  long  ago,  throughout  a  concert  given  them.  The 
"Medical  Record"  states  that  those  of  the  patients  who  in  the  wards 
were  continually  restless,  sat  quiet  and  subdued.  The  music  proved 
to  be  more  effective  than  straight- jackets  and  the  hypodermic. 
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In  the  Arch.  Ped.,  Feb.,  1908,  J.  Ruhroh  gives  his  ideas  of  the 
rest  treatment  in  chorea.  He  keeps  the  child  in  bed,  however  slight 
the  movements,  until  they  have  ceased  entirely,  and  some  weight 
has  been  gained.  The  mild  cases  are  moved  into  the  sun  room  during 
the  day;  the  more  severe  are  isolated.  A  milk  diet  is  employed  first, 
and  solid  food  is  added  gradually.  The  bowels  are  kept  open,  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid,  if  the  tongue  is  coated,  iron  for  anemia,  salicyl  deriv- 
atives if  there  have  been  rheumatic  symptoms. 

The  above  treatment  is  wise,  but  you,  doctor,  when  you  get  a 
case  of  chorea  try  gelsemine  cimicifuga,  and  the  valerionate  of 
quinine,  as  well  as  guarded  doses  of  Fowler's  solution,  and  your 
cases  will  not  need  to  stay  long  in  bed. 


Remember  that  in  acute  alcoholism  you  deal  with  an  acute 
toxemia,  and  elimination  therefore  should  be  maintained  and  stim- 
ulated. A  nightly  dose  of  emetine,  one  grain,  will  promote  sleep  and 
stimulate  the  action  of  the  liver. 


In  very  few  conditions  does  fecal  absorption  play  a  more  impor- 
tant part  than  in  certain  forms  of  insanity.  The  improvement  which 
occurs  after  cleaning  out  is  really  remarkable. 

H.  T.  Pershing  in  Journal  Am.  Medic,  considers  that  sudden 
cure  of  hysterical  paralysis  by  suggestion  is  not  advisable.  Failure 
in  attempting  this  may  compromise  future  success,  and  it  is  better 
to  arouse  slowly  the  dormant  centers  by  which  muscular  movement 
is  perceived. 

Strong  Faradic  currents  applied  to  skin  and  muscles,  followed 
by  the  vigorous  passive  motions  of  -the  affected  limb,  restore  often 
the  lacking  sensation  and  ideas  of  motion. 


Psychology  is  to-day  recognized  as  an  important  element  in 
therapeutics.  It  should  be  used  properly  and  cautiously,  and  in  a 
few  cases  will  prove  to  be  the  only  agency  required  to  effect  a  cure, 
but  in  others  where  intense  phobia  exists,  psychology  alone  will  not 
help  and  some  other  tangible  means  must  be  used  in  connection  with 
psychology. 


In  the  Journal  Amer.  Med.  Assoc.,  D'Orsay  Hecht  reports  five 
cases  of  hysteria  in  children  and  discusses  the  general  subject.  As 
to  etiology,  the  chief  predisposing  factor  is  heredity.  Sometimes  a 
child's  aptitude  for  imitation  leads  to  marked  degrees  of  mimicry,  and  » 
thus  it  is  that  hysterical  parents  have  hysterical  children  in  many 
instances.  Juvenile  hysteria  is  monosymptomatic.  In  a  hysterical 
child  a  single  hysterical  symptom  stands  out  in  bold  relief  and  should 
arouse  a  suspicion  as  to  its  functional  nature.  Some  authors  claim 
that  hysterical  anesthesia  is  as  common  in  children  as  in  adults,  but- 
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Hecht  says  they  are  rarely  noted,  and  that  hemi-anesthesias  are  un- 
known except  in  children  of  more  advanced  years. 

Hysterical  symptoms  here  are  psychic  and  the  means  of  cure 
must  be  psychic.  Isolation  will  often  be  required,  and  parents  must 
understand  the  situation  and  use  either  the  method  of  surprise  or  the 
method  of  disregard. 

At  some  future  time  I  will  take  up  this  treatment  more  fully 
and  show  the  proper  means  for  use  of  the  above  methods. 

Avenin,  scutellarin,  and  cypripedin  are  drugs  well  worth  trial  in 
nervous  insomnia.  I  generally  use  full  doses  of  these  remedies  and 
have  secured  sleep  in  some  very  rebellious  cases,  but  then  again  each 
case  must  be  studied  by  itself. 


The  general  impression  that  idiots  die  young  is  not  correct.  The 
impression  arises  from  the  practice  of  showing  only  children  in  neu- 
rological clinics,  when  idiocy  is  up  for  discussion.  A  great  many 
idiotic  patients  live  even  beyond  the  age  of  40,  and  there  are  to-day 
four  or  five  cases  at  the  Randall's  Island  hospital  who  have  reached 
the  age  of  50  years. 


Neurasthenia  is  much  more  frequent  in  men  than  in  women.  The 
indoor  occupations  furnish  a  large  majority  of  all  cases.  The  most 
constantly  present  symptoms  seem  to  be  headache,  insomnia  and  con- 
stipation. 


-Materia  £ledica  and  Therapeutics 

EDITED  BY 

JOHN   WILLIAM   FYFE,  M.  D. 
Short  Ixticles  giving  definite  indications  for  remedies  are  solicited,  and  may  be  sent  to  Dr.  J.  V.  FIFE,  Saugatuek,  Ct 

The  Third  Row  in  My  Medicine  Case. 

NO.    X.— NATRUM    PHOSPHORICUM  SODIUM  PHOSPHATE. 

The  phosphate  of  sodium  energetically  influences  the  bones, 
glands,  lungs  and  abdominal  organs.  Its  field  of  therapeutic  action 
is,  therefore,  somewhat  extensive. 

Natrum  phosphoricum  has  been  extensively  employed  in  the 
various  forms  of  rheumatism,  and'  is  especially  valuable  when  the 
finger  joints  are  involved.  In  inflammatory  rheumatism,  especially 
when  the  tongue  is  covered  with  a  yellow  coating,  it  constitutes  a 
medicament  of  curative  power,  and  in  articular  rheumatism  in  which 
there  is  marked  evidence  of  a  scrofulous  basis,  it  is  employed  with 
gratifying  results. 

"I  have  used  this  remedy  quite  extensively  in  rheumatism,  and 
it  is  the  first  remedy  I  think  of.     Whatever  else  I  prescribe  that  I 
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may  find  specifically  indicated  I  give  this  one  from  first  to  last,  and 
especially  in  the  cases  that  have  profuse  or  sour  smelling  perspira- 
tion. Many  physicians  claim  that  the  cause  of  excessive  pain  in 
the  joints  is  due  to  an  acid  diathesis,  and  if  this  is  so,  it  will  account 
for  the  remedial  effect  of  this  drug  in  these  cases.  It  is  stated  by 
good  authority  that  a  lack  of  this  salt  is  one  of  the  causes  if  not 
the  prime  cause  of  diabetes  mellitus.  It  is  also  among  our  best 
remedies  in  liver  diseases."  (Kinnett.) 

In  acute  gout,  as  well  as  in  the  chronic  form  of  this  painful 
disease,  much  benefit  is  derived  from  the  administration  of  the  phos- 
phate of  sodium. 

In  spinal  anemia  it  is  highly  recommended,  and  in  paralytic 
weakness  of  the  lower  extremities,  with  general  prostration,  heavi- 
ness and  a  sensation  of  fatigue,  especially  after  a  short  walk  or 
ascending  slight  elevations,  it  has  been  found  a  very  efficient  remedial 
agent. 

In  wrongs  of  the  stomach,  especially  when  characterized  by 
loss  of  appetite  and  a  yellow  creamy  coating  on  the  tongue,  natrum 
phos.  is  used  with  satisfactory  results,  and  in  the  treatment  of 
patients  who  are  nervous,  irritable,  anxious  and  apprehensive  of 
some  danger,  it  is  a  frequently  indicated  remedy.  In  leucorrhea, 
especially  when  the  discharge  is  watery,  it  is  deemed  an  agent  of 
merit,  and  in  the  early  stage  of  inflammation  of  the  mammary 
glands  it  is  often  employed  as  a  means  of  preventing  suppuration. 
It  is  also  often  useful  in  morning  sickness  during  pregnancy,  with 
vomiting  of  frothy,  watery  phlegm. 

Natrum  phos.  has  been  employed  in  the  treatment  of  the 
morphine  habit,  and  it  is  claimed  that  in  cases  where  this  drug 
was  continued  for  a  long  time  complete  cures  were  secured.  In 
■this  condition  it  has  usually  been  administered  subcutaneously  in 
glycerin  and  water. 

Sodium  phosphate  is  especially  valuable  in  the  treatment  of 
children.  In  wrongs  of  life  affecting  infants  suffering  from  an 
excess  of  lactic  acid,  and  caused  by  overfeeding  with  milk  and 
sugar,  it  is  frequently  a  needed  remedial  agent,  and  in  catarrh  of 
the  tonsils  with  a  yellow  tinged  exudation,  associated  with  an  acid 
condition  of  the  stomach,  it  is  of  value.  It  is  also  a  useful  medica- 
ment in  sore  throat  when  the  tonsils  are  coated  with  yellow  creamy 
mucus,  and  there  is  sensation  of  rawness,  and  in  cases  in  which 
there  is  a  tendency  to  rickets  in  poorly  nourished  children,  especi- 
ally when  the  stools  are  constantly  clay  colored,  it  is  beneficially 
employed.  In  incontinence  of  urine  with  acidity  it  is  restraining 
in  its  action,  and  in  atony  of  the  bladder  it  exerts  a  corrective  in- 
fluence. 

Indications. — Moist,  creamy  or  golden-yellow  coating  at  the 
back  of  the  tongue:  sour  eructations  and  sour  vomiting;  greenish 
diarrhoea :   giddiness  and  vertigo,  with  gastric  derangements :  vom- 
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iting  of  a  dark  substance  like  coffee  grounds;  dyspepsia,  with  sour 
eructations  and  characteristic  appearance  of  the  tongue;  flatulence, 
with  sour  rising;  diarrhoea  caused  by  excess  of  acidity,  with  sour 
smelling  stools,  containing  jelly-like  masses  of  mucus;  intestinal 
long  and  thread  worms,  with  characteristic  symptoms  of  acidity,  or 
picking  of  the  nose;  yellow  exudations  and  secretions. 
Dose. — Third  trituration,  5  to  15  grains. 

The  preparation  employed  in  the  following  prescription  is  a  trit- 
uration of  the  phosphate  of  sodium  with  sugar  of  milk.  No  other 
preparation  will  meet  the  indications  given. 

Usual  prescription. — ^  Natrum  Phos.,  3X,  gr.  xx  to  3i,  water, 
§iv.  M.  Sig.  Dose  one  teaspoonful  every  half  hour  to  every  two 
hours. 


Ferula  Sumbul — Musk  Root. 

The  fluid  extract  of  musk  root  has  frequently  been  employed 
in  asthma,  and  in  many  cases  with  decidedly  beneficial  results.  In 
hysteria  its  administration  has  been  followed  by  marked  improve- 
ment, and  in  epilepsy  it  is  said  to  have  proved  useful.  In  Asiatic 
cholera  it  is  believed  by  some  physicians  of  large  experience  to  be 
superior  to  all  other  drugs. 

Sumbul  is  evidently  worthy  of  further  investigation  than  it  has 
heretofore  received.  An  eminent  physician  who  has  had  a  consid- 
erable experience  in  the  use  of  this  drug,  says  that  it  is  the  most 
powerful  vital  stimulant  known. 

Ferula  sumbul  is  stimulant,  anti-spasmodic  and  nerve  tonic. 

Indications. — Spasms  in  nervous  and  muscular  affections;  hys- 
teric conditions ;  epilepsy ;  asthma,  and  in  all  conditions  in  which 
there  is  exaggerated  excitability  of  the  spinal  cord. 

Dose. — 'Fluid  extract,  5  to  30  drops. 

Usual  dose. — 10  to  15  drops. 


Formaldehydi,  Liquor — Solution  of  Formaldehyde. 

Solutions  of  formaldehyde  are  efficient  and  valuable  bactericides. 
Formaldehyde  as  a  disinfectant  may  be  sprinkled  'in  a  two  to  five 
per  cent,  solution  over  the  room,  or  clothes  saturated  with  the  solu- 
tion may  be  hung  about  the  room.  The  various  lamps  and  disin- 
fectors  in  which  formaldehyde  is  generated  by  heating  paraformal- 
dehyde constitute  convenient  methods  of  using  this  disinfectant.  The 
disinfection  of  surface  objects  by  formaldehyde  has  been  very  sat- 
isfactory, but  it  is  said  to  be  less  efficient  in  disinfecting  articles  re- 
quiring deep  penetrating  power.  In  a  two  per  cent,  spray,  or  in- 
halation, it  lessens  the  paroxysms  of  whooping  cough  and  is 
deemed  beneficial  in  phthisis.  As  a  general  antiseptic  it  is  used 
in  from  one-fourth  per  cent,  to  two  per  cent,  solutions.  It  is  said 
that  a  twenty  per  cent,  solution  applied  on  a  pledget  of  cotton  to 
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the  raw  surface  of  an  ulcerating  sarcoma  will  not  only  control 
troublesome  hemorrhage,  but  harden  and  improve  the  condition  of 
the  tissue.  The  application  is  painful,  but  it  can  be  made  bearable 
by  a  previous  application  of  cocaine.  Sores  and  wounds  when 
washed  with  a  weak  solution  of  formaldehyde  are  made  clean  and 
free  from  odor.  A  one  to  five  per  cent,  solution  applied  into  the 
folds  of  the  vagina  with  a  swab  in  gonorrhea  aids  in  the  curative 
process. 

"Formaldehyde  is  exceedingly  volatile  and  the  vapor  given  off 
from  its  solutions  is  irritant  to  the  nasal,  faucial,  and  ocular  mucous 
membranes.  When  concentrated  it  affects  the  cutaneous  tissues 
similarly  to  phenol,  leaving  the  surfaces  roughish,  white,,  and,  after 
a  time,  insensitive.  Its  application  to  the  skin  does  not  produce 
pain.  Of  its  internal  effects  but  little  is  known.  No  ill  effects  fol- 
lowed the  ingestion  of  a  considerable  amount  of  the  1  per  cent,  solu- 
tion (Rideal),  and  of  the  paraformaldehyde;  as  large  a  dose  as  90 
grains  has  been  administered  as  an  intestinal  antiseptic  without  harm- 
ful results.  Owing  to  its  action  upon  ammonia  and  ammonia  bases, 
hydrogen  sulphide,  mercaptan,  etc.,  forming  odorless  compounds,  it 
has  been  used  both  in  solution  and  vapor  as  an  effective  deodorant, 
the  putrescent  odor  of  decaying  vegetables  and  flesh  being  instantly 
removed  by  it.  A  very  small  quantity  of  the  10  per  cent,  solution 
quickly  deodorizes  feces,  brine,  putrid  meat,  etc.  Not  only  does  it 
overcome  odors,  but  it  exhibits  remarkable  preservative  powers. 
Thus  the  vapor  from  a  pledget  of  cotton  impregnated  with  six  or 
eight  drops  of  the  40  per  cent,  solution,  will  preserve  fish,  meat, 
etc.,  for  several  days  in  a  well-covered  vessel,  even  in  hot  weather. 
Neither  odor  nor  taste  is  imported  to  flesh  thus  preserved.  Such 
organisms  as  give  rise  to  lactic  and  butyric  fermentation,  as  well  as 
other  organisms  producing  secondary  fermentation,  are  destroyed  by 
formaldehyde.  This  can  be  accomplished  with  solutions  ( 1  to  20,000 
to  1  to  10,000)  which  are  too  weak  to  interfere  with  the  develop- 
ment and  growth  of  the  sac  char  omyces  ccrczisiae,  or  with  the  pro- 
duction of  alcohol. 

"The  generation  of  formaldehyde  gas  for  purposes  of  disinfec- 
tion and  sterilization  has  recently  assumed  importance.  Specially 
constructed  lamps  have  been  devised  for  the  direct  generation  of  the 
vapor  either  from  methyl  alcohol  or  from  the  polymerized  formal- 
dehyde or  paraformaldehyde.  Rooms,  cellars,  vaults,  libraries,  hos- 
pitals, schools,  furniture,  drapings,  surgical  dressings  and  appliances, 
etc.,  may  be  deodoriz-ed  and  disinfected  by  means  of  this  gas.  This 
substance  has  the  advantage  of  being  non-injurious  to  fabrics,  metals, 
wood,  and  the  common  colors,  except  violet  and  light  red.  Pro- 
fessor F.  C.  Robinson  states  that  at  least  a  quart  of  methyl  alcohol 
should  be  generated  in  disinfecting  an  ordinary  living  room.  Sev- 
eral hours'  exposure  to  the  gas  destroyed  the  pathogenic  bacteria 
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of  typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria,  even  when  folded  in  between  mat- 
tresses (Robinson).  Koch's  bacillus  tuberculosis  and  other  bacteria 
are  said  to  be  destroyed  by  it,  the  bacillus  subtilis  and  bacillus 
mesenterica  being  possible  exceptions.  Roux,  Trillat,  Bosc,  Wort- 
mann,  Stahl,  Aronson  and  Berlioz  are  among  the  European  experi- 
menters who  endorse  formaldehyde  as  the  leading  disinfectant  and 
antibacterial  agent.  In  this  country  De  Schweinitz  and  Kinyoun 
have  made  extensive  investigations.  Test-cultures  of  bacteria  have 
been  the  means  used  to  demonstrate  the  active  and  destructive  prop- 
erties of  the  gas  upon  pathogenic  micro-organisms.  Kinyoun  states 
it  difficult  to  disinfect  the  interior  of  closed  books,  although  it  is 
claimed  efficient  by  others,  and  he  believes  it  doubtful  to  disinfect  the 
interior  of  upholstered  furniture,  etc.,  unless  very  large  amounts  of 
the  gas  be  employed.  To  accomplish  results  an  exposure  of  at  least 
one  day  is  necessary,  the  larger  the  quantity  generated  the  better  the 
results. 

"The  various  published  reports  would  lead  one  to  believe  that 
the  uses  of  formaldehyde  for  disinfecting  purposes  are  practically 
without  limit.  This,  however,  proves  not  to  be  the  case,  for  well- 
conducted  experiments  have  satisfactorily  demonstrated  that  it  is  of 
value  chiefly  as  a  surface  disinfector  and  is  of  doubtful  utility  when 
deep  penetration  is  required. 

"Solution  of  formaldehyde,  in  strength  varying  from  I  to  5  per 
cent,  appears  to  give  excellent  results  in  gonorrhoea — particularly  in 
gonorrhceal  vaginites.  It  may  also  be  used  for  other  infectious  dis- 
eases of  the  genitalia.  Prof.  De  Smet  reports  60  cases  of  gon- 
orrhoea in  women,  in  which  formaldehyde  gave  complete  satisfaction. 
The  vulva  was  first  washed  with  a  warm  1  per  cent,  solution,  after 
which,  by  means  of  a  speculum,  he  poured  a  2  to  5  per  cent,  solu- 
tion into  the  vagina,  and  by  means  of  a  swab  worked  this  into  all 
the  folds  of  the  vagina  and  about  the  cervix  uteri.  Where  the  in- 
fection had  reached  the  cervico-uterine  cavity  a  2  per  cent,  solution 
was  injected  into  it.  In  cases  where  the  cervix  was  ulcerated  a  for- 
malin impregnated  (1  per  cent.)  tampon  of  cotton  or  gauze  was 
placed  upon  the  sore  and  allowed  to  remain  two  or  three  hours.  In 
severe  cases  of  fungous  blennorrhagic  endometritis  the  parts  were 
first  curetted.  The  burning  of  the  mucous  membranes  produced 
by  the  5  per  cent,  solution  is  but  transitory. 

"Altogether  formaldehyde  appears  to  have  a  promising  future, 
and  careful  experimentation  will  determine  its  field  of  usefulness. 
Meanwhile  let  us  not  expect  too  much  of  it,  nor  should  we  condemn 
it  if  it  does  not  accomplish  all  that  we  are  led  to  expect,  until  thor- 
ough tests  have  been  given  it  at  the  hands  of  our  physicians  and 
surgeons."  (Felter.) 

Formaldehyde  is  antiseptic,  disinfectant  and  deodorant. 

Indications. — Locally,  ?s  an  application  and  inhalation :  all  in- 
fectious and  contagious  diseases ;  all  conditions  requiring  a  disin- 
fectant for  surface  disinfection. 
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Fraxinus  Americana — White  Ash. 

This  agent  exercises  a  special  influence  upon  the  chyle-producing 
viscera,  and  otherwise  improves  secretion.  It  is  employed  with  ad- 
vantage in  enlargement  of  the  spleen,  and  in  dropsical  affections  it 
is  used  with  some  benefit.  It  is  highly  recommended  as  a  remedy 
well  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  uterine  engorgements,  and  in  bad 
cases  of  subinvolution  and  prolapsus  of  the  uterus  it  has  been  prom- 
inently mentioned  as  being  decidedly  corrective.  It  is  also  highly 
esteemed  by  some  physicians  in  many  plethoric  conditions  of  the 
uterus,  and  as  a  remedy  for  congestive  dysmenorrhea  it  has  been 
employed  with  satisfactory  results.  In  conditions  characterized  by 
heavy  dragging  sensations  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  a 
feeling  as  if  the  uterus  would  fall  out  of  the  pelvis,  the  employment 
of  white  ash  is  often  beneficial,  and  when  the  uterus  is  large,  soft 
and  doughy,  and  a  slight  touch  causes  sharp  pain,  it  exerts  a  re- 
lieving influence.  It  is  also  deemed  a  remedy  of  considerable  value 
in  irregularity  of  the  menses,  and  in  wrongs  in  which  there  is  con- 
stant headache,  with  soreness  in  a  circumscribed  spot  on  the  head, 
and  which  feels  hot,  it  constitutes  a  useful  medicament. 

Fraxinus  Americana  in  small  doses  is  tonic,  alterative  and 
astringent.     In  large  doses  it  is  an  active  purgative. 

Indications. — General  debility  and  cachectic  conditions;  drop- 
sical conditions ;  enlargement  of  the  spleen ;  constipation ;  atonic 
dyspepsia;   atonic  conditions  of  the  uterus. 

Dose. — Fluid  extract,  5  to  30  drops ;  specific  medicine,  5  to  30 
drops. 

Usual  dose. — 10  to  20  drops. 


Society  -Meetings 


SOCIETY  CALENDAR. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Meets  at  Chicago  in  June,  1909. 
John  K.  Scudder,  M.D.,  president;  W.  P.  Best,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Meets  at  Albany, 
March,  1909.    D.  E.  Ensign,  M.D.,  president;    E.  H.  King,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  first  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  June,  in  Boston.  D.  P.  Bordlen,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin 
Howes,  M.D.,  secretary. 

,  .  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.  Meets 
third  Thursday  in  each  month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.  C  A  Tyrrell 
M.D.,  president;    H.  Harris,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Kings  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  annually  in  February. 
H.  Stoesser,  M.D.,  president;   M.  B.  Pearlstien,  M.D.,  secretary. 

New  York  Specific  Medication  Club.  Meets  second  Thursday  in  each 
month  at  239  East  Fourteenth  street.    A.  Blaustein,  M.D.,  secretary. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Meets  the  fourth  Monday 
of  each  month,  excepting  July  and  August,  at  "The  Thorndike,"  Boylston 
Street.  Electa  A.  Brown,  M.D.,  president;  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  M.D., 
secretary. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

The  president  of  the  National  has  appointed  the  following 
g-eneral    committees:     Committee  on  the  new    "By-law    for  State 
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Societies  affiliating  with  the  National,"  E.  H.  Stevenson,  Ft.  Smith, 
Ark.,  chairman;  Finley  Ellingwood,  100  State  Street,  Chicago,  111.; 
M.  M.  Hamlin,  5255  Page  Avenue,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

"Bok  Committee,"  to  formulate  a  reply  to  the  editor  of  the 
Ladies'  Home  Journal :  F.  Ellingwood,  100  State  Street,  Chicago, 
111.,  chairman;  P.  E.  Howes,  703  Washington  Street,  Dorchester 
District,  Boston,  Mass.;  G.  W.  Boskowitz,  140  West  71st  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

The  Transactions  are  now  ready  for  1908,  and  will  be  mailed  to 
members  during  October. 


New  York  Specific  Medication  Club. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medi- 
cation Club  was  held  in  the  college  parlors  September  12,  1908.  A 
large  attendance  answered  to  the  roll  call.  Upon  motion  the  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  approved.  Drs.  Theodore 
Adlerman,  Joseph  A.  Reid,  Jr.,  and  A.  S.  Gombar  were  proposed  and 
elected  to  membership. 

President  Brandenburg  then  delivered  an  interesting  address, 
which  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  reported  a  case  of  gall-stones,  successfully  treated 
with  the  lobelia  and  pruni  virg.  compound,  followed  by  chionanthus 
podophylin  and  alkaline  elixir.  The  case  and  treatment  was  discussed 
by  Drs.  Hyde,  Moran  and  Brandenburg. 

The  essay  of  the  evening  was  presented  by  Dr.  David  Alperin 
in  a  paper  on  "Echinacea  Augustifolia."  An  interesting  discussion 
followed,  participated  in  by  Drs.  Adlerman,  MacDermott.  Carrie  Bran- 
denburg and  others. 

Dr.  Moran  proposed  that  at  future  meetings  the  members  be 
allowed  to  invite  guests.    The  suggestion  was  accepted. 

A  unanimous  vote  of  thangs  was  extended  to  Dr.  Alperin  and 
the  president,  after  which  the  society  adjourned. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Blaustien,  Secretary. 


Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

The  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York  was  called  to  order  Thursday  evening,  September  19,  by  Presi- 
dent Tyrrell.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  approved 
as  read. 

Dr.  Boskowitz  called  attention  to.  the  hypodermic  administration 
of  lobelia,  as  practiced  by  Dr.  Jentzsch  of  Chicago.  The  doctor  reports 
fifty  cases  of  diphtheria  treated  in  this  manner,  with  no  deaths.  Sev- 
eral of  these  cases  had  been  given  up  to  die,  antitoxin  having  been 
administered  without  results. 

Dr.  Theodore  Adlerman  read  an  essay  entitled  "Tabes  Dorsalis." 

In  discussing  the  paper,  Dr.  Boskowitz  differed  radically  from 
the  essayist  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.    He  believes  a  patient 
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whose  system  has  been  scourged  with  syphilis  or  other  etiological 
factors  of  locomotor  ataxia,  can  ill  afford  to  be  further  weakened  by 
acetanilid  or  other  coal  tar  products  administered  for  the  relief  of 
pain.  Dr.  Boskowitz  has  been  pleased  with  the  results  obtained  by 
the  use  of  viburnum  prunifolium  in  the  cramps  of  the  calves. 

Dr.  Reinle  has  noticed  the  frequent  co-existence  of  optic  atrophy 
and  tabes  dorsalis.  Cardiac  asthenia  is  also  frequent.  Poor  blood- 
making  and  poor  circulation  cause  general  asthenia.  The  coats  of 
the  vessels  degenerate.  The  doctor  believes  ataxic  patients  should 
be  well  nourished  so  that  the  blood  becomes  richer;  by  stimulating 
the  heart,  circulation  is  improved  and  tissues  are  regenerated. 

Dr.  Herzog  believes  that  the  vast  majority  of  tabes  cases  are 
caused  by  syphilis.  Some  cases  are  consequent  upon  excessive  or 
unnatural  venery.  He  advises  the  use  of  strychnia  in  large  doses. 
Overfeeding  is  useful.  The  walk  becomes  a  habit,  and  the  festinating 
gait  is  retained,  even  after  improvement  has  taken  place.  Patients 
should  be  taught  to  walk  naturally.  Massage  and  the  use  of  static 
and  high-frequency  currents  may  prove  beneficial. 

Dr.  MacDermott  believes  trauma  plays  an  important  part  in  the 
causation  of  tabes.  Clog  dancers  and  railway  men  are  especially  liable 
to  the  disease.  Doctor  MacDermott  does  not  approve  of  the  use  of 
strychnia. 

Dr.  Hyde  quotes  Dr.  Graeme  Hammond  as  saying  that  strychnia 
in  increasing  doses  is  the  only  effective  remedy  in  this  disease. 

Dr.  Adlerman,  in  closing  the  discussion,  claims  that  acetanilid 
is  superior  to  all  remedies,  save  morphine,  as  a  pain  reliever  in  this 
particular  disease.  Pains  must  be  relieved.  He  does  not  use 
strychnia,  as  he  does  not  think  a  nerve  excitant  is  indicated.  He 
believes  static  electricity  of  more  use  than  either  the  galvanic  or 
Faradic  currents. 

Unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Dr.  Adlerman  for  his 
paper.  Dr.  Wm.  Boehm  was  unanimously  elected  to  membership. 
The  names  of  Drs.  R.  L.  Watkins,  C.  Millis  and  A.  Gombar  were 
presented  as  applicants  for  membership. 

The  following  resolution,  made  by  Dr.  Boskowitz,  was  unan- 
imously adopted:  "Resolved  that  propositions  for  membership  re- 
ceived during  the  months  of  September,  October  "and  November,  shall 
carry  with  the  proposition  fee  the  dues  for  the  ensuing  year." 

The  society  then  adjourned. 

H.  Harris,  M.D.,  Secretary. 


How  the  authorities  (?)  push  us  around  from  pillar  to  post!  A 
few  years  ago  curettement  had  to  be  performed  after  every  abortion 
and  after  most  cases  of  labor.  Now  they  tell  us  curetting  is  a  danger- 
ous procedure.  Perhaps  they'll  inform  us  yet  that  appendix-shearing 
is  a  little  shaky. — Summary. 
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Pelvic  Cellulitis. 

BY  J.  L.  WOLFE.  M.D. 

This  disease  has  received  several  names  which  only  serve  to  con- 
fuse the  mind.  Thus,  among  its  synonyms  are  pelvic  cellulitis,  peri- 
uterine cellulitis,  peri-metritis,  para-metritis,  pelvic  abscess,  intra- 
pelvic  abscess,  inflammation  and  abscess  of  the  broad  ligaments. 
The  term  peri-uterine  cellulitis,  proposed  by  Dr.  Thomas  as  locating 
the  lesion  more  definitely,  and  implying  that  this  is  one  of  the  sequela 
of  uterine  disease  or  accident,  is,  perhaps,  the  less  objectionable. 

We  are  aware  that  the  pelvis  is  lined  with  a  fascia,  Which  is  re- 
flected over  the  muscles  contained  within  it,  and  over  the  pelvic  or- 
gans also,  and  which  serve  to  shield,  to  strengthen,  and  to  separate 
them.  Between  the  layers  of  this  pelvic  fascia,  where  they  come  in 
contact  with  each  other,  and  also  between  the  fascia  and  the  organ 
which  it  covers  or  separates  from  another  organ,  there  is  interposed 
a  quantity  of  loose  cellular  tissue.  This  tissue  is  particularly  abun- 
dant between  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligaments,  about  the  abdominal 
portion  of  the  uterine  cervix,  between  the  uterus  and  the  bladder, 
about  the  urethra  in  the  recto- vaginal  septum,  and  in  the  recto-sacral 
space. 

There  is  considerable  discrepancy  among  authors  concerning  the 
presence  of  this  areolar  tissue  between  the  peritoneum  and  the  uterus 
itself,  a  majority  insisting  that  there  is  so  little  of  it  there  as  scarcely 
to  be  worth  mentioning.  There  are  those  physicians,  however,  who 
insist  that  peri-uterine  cellulitis  proper  is  a  kind  of  mythical  disorder 
— in  other  words,  one  of  the  refinements  of  diagnosis.  We  appre- 
hend, however,  that  there  is  no  real  conflict  between  the  authority 
of  the  anatomist  on  this  point,  and  the  experience  of  the  gynecologist, 
when  he  finds  that  attacks  of  inflammation  are  sometimes  seated  in 
the  areola  tissue  about  the  uterus.  For  this  form  of  the  disease  is 
especially  incident  to  the  puerperal  state.  And  when  we  remember 
the  changes  that  take  place  in  the  other  uterine  textures  in  consequence 
of  conception,  we  can  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  there  is,  during  preg- 
nancy, a  corresponding  growth  and  development  of  its  cellular  tissues, 
also.  Authors,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn,  have  not  said  anything 
on  this  subject.  It  may,  nevertheless,  be  true  that  this  particular  tis- 
sue, like  the  muscular  coat  of  the  womb,  is  produced,  and  then  re- 
moved, to  answer  certain  very  important  physiological  ends,  and  that 
this  consecutive  development  and  decline  constitute  a  predisposing 
cause  of  cellulitis  as  one  of  the  contingents  of  labor,  whether  premature, 
or  at  term.  When  we  say  peri-uterine  cellulitis  is  an  inflammation 
of  the  connective  tissue  about  the  uterus,  and  wlithin  the  pelvis,  and 
when  it  is  not  traumatic,  rarely  occurs,  except  as  a  sequel  or  contin- 
gent of  lying-in,  gestation  and  labor  being  its  most  powerful  predis- 
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ponents.  Authors  have  divided  this  disease  into  three  stages,  viz. : 
the  congestive,  the  stage  of  effusion,  the  stage  of  suppuration.  But 
I  am  confident  we  can  add  another  stage  to  this  class,  and  that  is 
the  stage  of  resolution,  for  I  believe  that  appropriate  treatment  will 
enable  us,  sometimes,  to  cure  our  patients  without  allowing  the  dis- 
ease to  pass  on  to  the  stage  of  suppuration.  The  stage  of  resolution 
is  that  in  which  the  tumor  may  remain  for  some  time  at  a  standstill, 
and  finally  pass  away  without  ending  in  suppuration.  You  will  infer 
if  for  any  reason,  as,  for  example,  because  of  a  depraved  cachexia, 
great  debility  from  previous  sickness,  inanition  or  excessive  medica- 
tion, the  patient's  vitality  is  very  much  reduced  ;  the  resolution  of  the 
swelling  would  be  impossible,  and  suppuration  would  almost  inevitably 
follow.  But  when  her  strength  has  previously  been  good,  her  gesta- 
tion and  labor  have  been  accomplished  without  too  great  a  draught 
upon  her  nutritive  and  nervous  resources,  when  she  has  been  well 
nursed  and  properly  fed,  medicated  and  otherwise  cared  for,  and, 
above  all,  when  there  is  no  prevalent  epidemic,  erysipelas  or  puerperal 
disorder,  we  may  observe  the  tumor  gradually  resolving  itself  away 
under  appropriate  treatment. 

A  case :  About  three  years  ago  a  lady  came  under  my  charge. 
She  was  thirty  years  of  age,  and  had  been  married  six  years  and  suf- 
fered some  time  with  menorrhagia,  caused  by  fungositis  of  the  endo- 
metrium, and  although  the  cervical  canal  was  quite  empty  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  dilate  the  canal  with  a  sponge  tent  before  re- 
moving the  growth.  The  tent  was  introduced  and  allowed  to  remain 
about  eight  hours.  The  curette  was  used  immediately  afterward  and 
the  abnormal  growths  removed.  Within  thirty-six  hours  after  this 
she  began  to  have  pain  in  the  region  of  the  right  broad  ligament,  and 
at  the  same  time  symptoms  of  fever  were  manifested,  the  tempera- 
ture running  up  to  102  degrees  F.  She  complained  of  sickness  of  the 
stomach,  had  no  appetite,  and  some  swelling  or  tympanitic  disturbance 
of  the  bowels.  On  digital  examination  made  two  days  afterward  a 
well-defined  mass  was  found  in  the  right  broad  ligament,  which  in- 
creased in  the  following  thirty-six  hours  until  it  attained  the  size  of  a 
large  walnut.  This  mass  was  very  tender  to  the  touch.  Opium  was 
given  to  relieve  pain.  The  bowels  were  allowed  to  remain  constipated 
for  about  five  days.  A  vaginal  douche  of  hot  water  and  borate  of 
soda  was  used  three  times  a  day,  removing  a  bloody  discharge.  The 
pain  gradually  subsided,  and  at  the  end  of  six  days  the  bowels  were 
moved,  the  fever  also  diminished,  the  appetite  slowly  returned,  and 
the  mass  gradually  diminished  in  size.  At  the  end  of  ten  days  she 
was  permitted  to  leave  her  bed  and  sit  in  a  chair ;  active  exercise  was 
not  allowed  until  after  the  next  menstrual  epoch.  Her  duties  were 
gradually  resumed.  On  examination  it  was  found  the  mass  in  broad 
ligament  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  there  was  no  tenderness  or 
evidence  of  congestion — recovery  complete.- — The  Medical  Summary. 

Cedar  Falls,  la. 
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A  New  Dietetic  and  Injection  Method  of  Treating  Typhoid  Fever, 
With  a  Report  of  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-eight  Consecutive 
Cases  Successfully  Treated  in  the  Last  Ten  Years. 

Under  the  above  title,  Dr.  F.  J.  W.  Maguire,  of  Detroit,  con- 
tributes an  interesting  article  to  the  July  (1908)  issue  of  the  Michi- 
gan State  Medical  Society  Journal.  He  bases  his  conclusions  upon 
experience  gained  in  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital  service  and 
in  private  practice.  In  part,  he  says :  "I  notice  when  treating  chil- 
dren with  summer  diarrhoea  that  shortly  after  giving  them,  nitrog- 
enous food  in  the  form  of  milk  or  beef  tea  their  temperature  would 
always  rise.  I  found  that  by  giving  these  children  a  carbohydrate 
diet  inthe  form  of  barley  or  rice  water,  I  rarely  had  a  rise  in  tem- 
perature. With  this  observation  in  mind  and  remembering  the  re- 
sults found  in  my  autopsies  following  typhoid,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  milk  as  a  diet  in  typhoid  fever  should  be  eliminated.  To 
further  strengthen  this  theory  I  determined  to  carefully  watch  the 
results  following  the  use  of  carbohydrate  diet  in  the  form  of  rice 
or  barley  water,  etc.  In  eighteen  years  I  found  the  temperature  rise 
following  the  milk  diet,  while  there  was  no  perceptible  increase  in 
temperature  after  taking  rice  or  barley  water. 

"I  need  scarcely  add  that  as  a  food  in  typhoid  fever  I  have  never 
since  used  milk.  It  is  my  practice,  when  I  first  see  a  typhoid  fever 
case,  to  give  plenty  of  sterile  water  by  mouth  for  five  or  ten  days,  or 
until  the  patient  seems  to  require  nourishment,  then  I  use  the  pep- 
tonoids  well  diluted  with  sterile  water,  and  the  various  flavored  ices 
and  gelatines.  I  condemn  cow's  milk,  as  it  is  a  culture  medium  and 
the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  local  irritation." 

With  reference  to  treatment  the  doctor  states :  "Having  elim- 
inated the  milk  diet,  with  its  terrible  irritating  effects  in  the  already 
inflamed  Peyer's  patches,  half  the  battle  is  won.  This  brings  us  to 
a  consideration  of  the  therapeutic  aspect  of  this  subject.  In  taking 
up  the  use  of  carbolic  acid  as  the  therapeutic  agent  in  typhoid  fever, 
I  at  first  thought  that  I  had  discovered  means  whereby  I  could  abort 
the  disease.  I  commenced  by  giving  half-dram  doses  of  carbolic 
acid  in  a  pint  of  sterile  water  as  an  enema.  This  I  found  very 
severe.  The  temperature  would  drop  from  104  to  subnormal,  and 
the  patient  showed  signs  of  carbolic  acid  poisoning.  The  tempera- 
ture would  run  from  normal  to  100  for  a  few  hours,  then  resume  its 
course.  The  kidneys  were  carefully  watched  in  all  these  cases,  as 
they  are  the  filters  by  which  the  toxins  are  eliminated.  In  my  next 
series  of  experiments  I  began  with  one  drop  of  carbolic  acid  in  a 
pint  of  sterile  water  given  as  an  enema ;  if  the  temperature  was  not 
reduced  I  gave  another  enema  in  three  hours,  with  two  drops,  and 
so  on,  increasing  until  I  gave  as  high  as  ten  drops  or  the  tolerance  of 
my  patient  allowed.  My  next  series  of  experiments  was  with  the 
drop  method  of  injection.    I  mixed  three  to  five  drops  of  carbolic  acid 
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in  a  pint  of  sterile  water,  placed  the  solution  in  a  fountain  syringe 
alongside  the  bed  and  about  a  foot  above  the  patient,  and  allowed 
about  one  hour  for  the  solution  to  pass  into  the  rectum.  This  was 
regulated  by  a  gauge  with  a  water-glass  attachment,  which  shows  how 
fast  the  water  drops.  Through  the  reverse  mucous  currents  this 
solution  is  carried  throughout  the  intestinal  tract  and  through  this 
large  area  of  absorption  is  carried  to  every  tissue  in  the  body." 

In  conclusion  the  author  says  :  "I  do  not  limit  the  use  of  car- 
bolic acid  injection  to  typhoid  fever.  I  have  met  with  phenomenal 
success  with  this  mode  of  treatment  in  reducing  temperature  in  pneu- 
monia and  gastritis,  and  have  carried  cases  of  acute  appendicitis  to  a 
sub-acute  or  chronic  form,  thereby  lessening  the  danger  from  infec- 
tion at  the  time  of  operation.  In  these  138  cases  reported  here  to- 
day the  ages  ranged  from  three  to  seventy-eight  years.  I  gave  no 
cold  baths,  but  applied  ice  bags  over  abdomen,  and  one  bath  a  day 
for  cleanliness.  Occasionally  I  gave  a  little  strychnine,  quinine  and 
salol  as  indicated.  Since  adopting  this  dietetic  and  carbolic  injection 
method  of  treating  typhoid  fever,  I  have  treated  138  consecutive  cases. 
This  covers  a  period  of  about  ten  years.  All  these  cases  responded 
readily  to  treatment,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  many  were  ad- 
vanced before  treatment  was  begun.  Four  cases  had  had  most  pro- 
fuse hemorrhages,  all  of  which  subsided  when  the  milk  diet  was  re- 
moved. I  believe  by  these  experiments  I  have  made  some  very  valu- 
able therapeutic  and  dietetic  discoveries,  and  have  sufficient  confidence 
in  my  treatment  that  I  am  compiling  a  work  on  the  subject/' 


Goiter. 

It  has  seemed  to  me  that  the  brilliant  work  of  the  Kochers  in 
pointing  out  the  factors  of  danger  and  the  elements  of  safety;  in 
emphasizing  the  importance  of  studying  the  heart;  of  arriving  at  a 
certain  amount  of  knowledge  of  the  functional  competency  of  the  heart 
muscle :  in  giving  preliminary  treatment ;  in  securing  rest ;  and  in 
general  management  of  the  patient ;  until  finally  there  has  apparently 
been  developed  an  opportunity  for  the  performance  of  a  minor  opera- 
tion ;  the  ligation  of  one  or  two  more  bloodvessels,  then  later  the  ex- 
cision of  a  part  of  the  glands,  of  one  lobe,  then  finally  progressing 
until  all  of  the  lobe  is  removed ;  has  been  of  great  value.  In  these 
most  severe  cases,  if  they  are  operated  on  by  a  species  of  surgical  pro- 
gression, they  may  still  be  relieved.  -However,  every  surgeon  must 
sincerely  hope  that  the  serum  discovered  by  Beebe  and  Rogers  will 
finally  supplant  surgical  operations  in  Graves'  disease.  Certain  it  is 
that  in  these  cases  treatment  by  this  serum  has  cured  perhaps  60  per 
cent.  Then,  too,  many  of  the  remainder  of  the  cases  that  are  only 
partially  cured  or  relapse,  may  be  thrown  into  the  class  of  good  sur- 
gical risks :  and,  finally,  there  seems  to  be  but  little  risk  to  the  patient's 
life  in  the  administration  of  the  serum. — George  W.  Crile.  in  "The 
Lancet-Clinic." — American  Journal  of  Surgery. 
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Enuresis  in  Soldiers. 

On  the  average  twenty-one  per  cent,  of  soldiers  (Roths  Jahres- 
bericht)  were  discharged  from  the  French  army  for  enuresis  during 
1895  to  1901.    The  number  of  cases  steadily  increased  from  105  in 
1895  to  243  in  1900.    A  careful  observation  and  investigation  showed 
that  the  majority  of  the  cases  were  suffering  from  a  slight  polyuria, 
which  at  times  developed  into  a  real  diabetes  insipidus.     In  all  of 
Card's  cases  an  increase  of  La  CI  was  discovered  in  the  urine.  Some- 
times as  high  as  40  G.  of  Na  CI  were  excreted  per  day.     He  con- 
siders the  incontinence  and  polyuria  a  sign  of  general  degeneration. 
Perrin  is  of  the  opinion  that  enuresis  is  not  due  to  a  weakness  of  the 
bladder,  for  that  would  show  itself  also  during  the  day.    In  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  it  is  due  to  profound  sleep.    Cold  weather  favors  the  condi- 
tion while  warm  weather  causes  it  to  disappear,  probably  due  to  the 
increased  perspiration  of  the  skin.    Punishment  and  suggestion  are  of 
no  avail  in  the  treatment.    Remedies  may  have  a  reflex  action  on  the 
brain,  causing  the  patient  to  awaken,  or  may  favorably  influence  the 
tolerance  and  capacity  of  the  bladder.     Local  applications  may  act 
by  exciting  the  reflexes,  creating  a  desire  to  urinate  and  possibly 
awaken  the  patient  for  that  purpose.     Perrin  has  found  the  faradic 
current  an  excellent  local  application  in  these  cases. — Fred  J.  Conzel- 
mann,  in  Military  Surgeon. 


Remedy  for  Piles. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Peters,  in  the  Chicago  Medical  Times,  says  that  for 
piles  an  ointment  composed  of  equal  parts  of  subnitrate  of  bismuth 
and  castor  oil,  keeping  the  parts  perfectly  clean  and  applying  the  oil 
well  into  the  rectum,  will  give  almost  immediate  relief,  and  in  all 
recent  cases  it  cures.  I  believe  if  it  was  generally  used,  with  proper 
constitutional  treatment,  there  would  be  but  little  use  for  pile  special- 
ists. I  first  used  it  in  a  case  of  bleeding  piles;  the  first  application 
cured  the  case,  and  it  had  resisted  the  usual  remedies.  A  year  after, 
the  patient  had  a  return,  and  the  result  of  its  application  was  the  same. 
I  have  used  it  in  one  case  where  there  had  been  two  surgical  opera- 
tions without  relief.  The  case  was  relieved  at  once,  excepting  a  small 
fistula.     The  fistula  will  need  operating  upon. 


The  Opium  Evil. 

Since  1878  the  importation  of  smoking  opium  into  the  United 
States  has  increased  more  than  250  per  cent.,  according  to  facts  col- 
lected by  the  American  commissioners  appointed  to  attend  the  inter- 
national congress  to  consider  the  question,  which  meets  at  Shanghai 
next  year.  During  1907,  157,000  pounds  were  imported,  about  75 
per  cent,  of  which  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  morphine.  Reports 
indicate  that  in  the  United  States  the  use  of  opium  as  a  habit  has 
grown  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  that  this  growth  is  not  among  the 
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Chinese  residents,  but  is  among  the  whites,  not  so  much  in  the  slums 
as  among  the  professional  classes.  Chinese  doctors  have  devised  a 
cure  and  are  impressing  on  their  countrymen  the  destructive  influences 
of  the  use  of  the  drug,  and  among  the  Chinese  here  strong  efforts  are 
being  made  to  abolish  the  habit.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  estimated 
that  there  are  5,000  white  persons  who  are  smokers  of  opium  in  Xew 
York  City.  The  "strenuous  life"  is  again  brought  forward  as  a  rea- 
son, or  excuse. — Medical  Record. 


A  Valuable  Aid  in  the  Reduction  of  Hernias. 

After  thorough  examination  of  the  hernia,  the  patient  is  directed 
to  breathe  deeply  and  hold  the  breath  a  moment  at  the  end  of  each 
inspiration.  At  the  end  of  five  minutes  an  effort  to  reduce  the  hernia 
should  be  made  while  the  patient  continues  the  deep  breathing,  and 
usually  the  reduction  is  made  with  astonishing  ease.  In  only  one  in- 
stance did  Sehrwald  fail  by  this  method,  and  subsequent  operation 
showed  that  the  intestine  was  gangrenous.  The  author  believes  that 
his  results  show  that  in  the  earlier  stages  of  invagination  the  closure 
of  the  veins  and  lymph  channels  is  not  complete,  and  the  increased 
pump  action  of  the  lungs  on  the  circulation  restores  the  venous  and 
lymph  flow  in  the  hernia  sac,  allowing  blood,  lymph,  and  gases  to 
escape,  thus  greatly  facilitating  the  reduction  of  the  hernia. — Sehr- 
wald, in  Therapeutische  Menatshefte,  November,  1907. — The  Medical 
Council. 


Carcinoma  of  the  Breast. 

Ennis  (St.  Paul  Med.  Jour.,  June.  1904)  believes  -that  cancer  of 
the  breast  is  at  first  a  local  disease.  Metastases  occur  in  only  24% 
of  cases  during  the  first  year.  The  complete  operation  has  dem- 
onstrated that  local  recurrence  can  be  prevented  in  from  74%  to  82% 
of  cases,  even  when  many  have  gone  a  year  or  more.  The  conclusion 
necessarily  follows  that  if  all  cases  were  operated  on  within  the  first 
year  we  might  reasonably  expect  75%  of  permanent  cures,  and  if  with- 
in 6  months,  a  considerably  higher  percentage.  It  is  the  duty  of  every 
physician  to  embrace  such  proper  occasions  as  offer  to  educate  the 
laity  as  to  the  dangerous  probabilities  inherent  in  every  breast  tumor 
and  the  necessity  for  early  and  complete  treatment.  —  Therapeutic 
Review. 


Practicing  Under  a  Dead  Man's  Name. 

A  man  has  been  arrested  in  Rochester,  X.  Y..  for  the  illegal  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  The  man  has  been  practising  there  for  six  years, 
claiming  to  be  a  graduate  of  a  Xew  York  City  medical  school.  Inves- 
tigation showed  that  at  the  time  he  said  he  was  studying  medicine  he 
was  making  shoes,  and  the  diploma  which  he  claimed  as  his  own  was 
that  of  a  physician  who  died  in  New  Jersey. — Record. 
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Book  Reviews 

"The  Cure  of  Rupture  by  Paraffin  Injections,"  by  Charles  C.  Miller, 
M.  D.  Comprising  a  description  of  a  method  of  treatment  des- 
tined to  occupy  an  important  place  as  a  cure  for  rupture  owing 
to  the.  extreme  simplicity  of  the  technic  and  its  advantages  from 
an  economic  standpoint.  Published  by  the  author,  70  State  St., 
Chicago.     Prepaid,  $1. 

This  is  an  interesting  little  volume  containing  the  author's  views, 
together  with  technique  and  formula,  and  the  report  of  some  suc- 
cessful cases. 

"The  Campaign  Against  Tuberculosis  in  the  United  States/'  includ- 
ing a  directory  of  institutions  dealing  with  tuberculosis  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada;  compiled  under  the  direction  of  the 
National  Association  for  the  Study  and  Prevention  of  Tuber- 
culosis, by  Phillip  P.  Jacobs.    Charities  Publication  Committee, 
105  East  22d  Street,  New  York,  publishers.     Price  $1. 
This  is  a  fine  volume  of  nearly  five  hundred  pages ;  published  at 
a  price  so  low  that  it  barely  pays  for  the  printing,  paper  and  bind- 
ing.    It  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  books  to  be  published  by  the  Char- 
ities Publication  Committee,  acting  for  the  Russell  Sage  foundation 
for  the  improvement  of  social  conditions.    It  contains  a  comprehensive 
review  of  the  anti-tuberculosis  activity  in  this  country,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  progress  of  the  campaign  during  the  last  ten  years. 
It  also  includes  a  revision  of  the  "directory  of  institutions  dealing  with 
tuberculosis,"  compiled  by  Miss  Lillian  Brandt,  and  published  by  the 
New  York  Charity  Organization  Society  in  1904.    This  book  should 
be  in  the  library,  not  only  of  physicians,  but  of  every  one  interested 
in  this  humane  campaign. 

"Caetchism  of  Hematology,"  by  Robert  Lincoln  Watkins,  M.  D.,  pro- 
fessor of  haematology  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York.  Published  by  the  Physicians  Book  Publishing 
Company.    Price  $2. 

"Catechism  of  Haematology  is  the  title  of  a  small  text-book  on 
fresh  blood  examination.  The  author,  Robert  Lincoln  Watkins,  M.D. 
(professor  of  haematology.  New  York  Eclectic  College),  has  so  ar- 
ranged the  pages  that  in  the  form  of  questions  and  answers  it  cov- 
ers an  exhaustive  study  of  the  subject. 

For  twenty  years  Prof.  Watkins  has  made  a  special  study  of 
diagnosing  disease  by  fresh  blood  examination,  and  is  prepared  to  de- 
fend this  science  with  practical  and  interesting  records.  He  advocates 
blood  analysis  as  a  means  of  revealing  the  existence  of  disease  that 
cannot  otherwise  be  discovered  until  developed,  and  covering  such 
diseases  as  paresis,  tuberculosis,  paralysis,  rheumatism,  apoplexy  and 
nervous  disorders,  ofTering  to  physicians  a  mode  of  diagnosis  different 
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from  the  usual  and  worthy  of  consideration.  The  book  is  intended  to 
furnish  the  medical  profession  with  a  medium  of  information  that 
will  instruct  them  in  this  method  of  diagnosis,  "How  the  presence  of 
disease  is  indicated  in  the  blood."  The  medical  student  will  find  this 
an  invaluable  aid  in  the  class  room. 

For  sale  at  the  New  York  Eclectic  Medical  College,  239  East 
Fourteenth  Street, 

"Diseases  of  Children,"  by  William  Nelson  Mundy,  M.D.,  professor 
of  Pediatrics  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Second  revised  edition,  illustrated,  8vo.,  512  pp.    Cloth,  $3.  The 
Scudder  Brothers  Co.,  Publishers,  Cincinnati,  O. 
This  book  was  reviewed  at  some  length  by  Prof.  Hinds  last 
winter,  and  since  its  publication  it  has  been  used  as  the  text-book  in 
this  department  in  our  school.    The  present  volume  has  been  enlarged, 
revised,  and  rewritten,  and  contains  fifty-two  new  illustrations.  It 
is  one  of  the  very  best  books  published  by  the  Scudder  Bros.,  and 
every  Eclectic  student  and  practitioner  should  possess  a  copy. 


Items 

Notice  the  new  department  in  this  number  of  the  Review,  "Items 
from  the  Field  of  Neurology,"  which  will  be  conducted  by  Theodore 
Davis  Adlerman,  A.B.,  M.D.,  of  Brooklyn. 


College  opened  with  a  fine  class. 


Congratulations  are  in  order  to  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Charles  M. 
Tobynne. 


Dr.  J.  P.  Nolan  has  removed  to  70  West  91st  Street. 


Dr.  M.  G.  McGinnis- Jones  has  removed  her  offices  to  166  West 
129th  Street. 


Dr.  V.  Von  Unrut  is  now  located  at  132  East  57th  Street. 


Query. 

Editor  Review  : 

Case  of  bad-smelling  sweating  feet.  All  right  in  summer,  but 
very  offensive  and  sore  in  the  winter.  Beginning  now  their  annual 
disagreeableness.  Can  you  put  me-  onto  a  rational  and  successful 
treatment?  Very  respectfully  yours, 

Dr.  Sinclair. 

Please  answer  through  Review. 
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H.  V.  C. 

The  success  which  attends  the  conjunctive  employment  of  vibur- 
num opulus,  dioscorea  villosa  and  Scutellaria  lateriflora  as  presented 
in  Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound  for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of 
women,  is  due  as  much  to  the  quality  of  each  individual  drug  as  it 
is  to  their  proper  proportioning;  hence,  it  is  seldom,  if  ever,  possible 
to  secure  ideal  results  by  the  extemporaneous  combining  of  such  speci- 
mens as  are  procurable  in  the  open  market. 

If  it  has  once  satisfactorily  served  you  in  your  practice,  it  will  do 
so  again,  provided  you  prescribe  the  original  H.  A'.  C.  and  see  that 
a  substitute  is  not  administered. 


This  moving  fever  has  struck  Buffalo,  and  Dr.  Henry  J.  Doll 
announces  his  removal  to  1124  Genessee  Street. 


The  twenty-fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Texas  Eclectic  Medical 
Association,  will  be  held  at  Dallas,  October  27  and  28.  A  fine  pro- 
gram has  been  arranged. 


The  Eclectic  College  free  dispensary  staff  at  its  September  meet- 
ing elected  the  following  officers :  President.  Dr.  C.  Mellis ;  vice- 
president,  Dr.  A.  S.  Gombar;  secretary,  Dr.  Stella  Schaffer;  treas- 
urer, Dr.  O.  Ruziska.  Prizes  were  awarded  and  arrangements  made 
for  monthly  meetings. 


Both  the  Specific  Medication  Club  and  the  Eclectic  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  had  rousing  opening  meet- 
ings.    We  hope  this  spirit  of  activity  will  continue. 


At  the  October  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Xew  York,  Prof.  Watkins  will  give  an  illustrated 
lecture  on  the  blood. 


It  is  not  too  early  to  prepare  for  your  State  meeting. 


Eclectic  books  are  on  sale  at  the  college  building,  239  East  14th 
Street. 


We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  report  and  price-list  of  the  Alli- 
ance Chemical  Co.  of  Xew  York.  Professor  Max  Meyer,  M.  D.,  is 
president  and  treasurer.    We  wish  Dr.  Meyer  and  the  company  success. 


The  Eclectic  Review 

Editor:  G.  W.  BOSKOWITZ,  M,  D, 


Vol.  XI.  New  York,  November  15,  1908.  No.  n. 


Therapeutic  Facts. 

Extracts  from  the  address  of  Doctor  Boskowitz  at  the  inauguration 
of  the  Brooklyn  Therapeutic  Society. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Brooklyn  Therapeutic  Society:  It 
is  with  pleasure  that  I  respond  to  your  invitation  to  address  you 
this  evening,  and  I  wish  to  congratulate  you  and  to  predict  for  your 
society  a  full  measure  of  success,  for  the  study  of  therapeutics  will 
soon  become  the  fad  of  our  rivals.  They  will  tire  before  long  of 
their  hunt  for  bacterial  vaccines  and  suddenly  you  will  find  that  one 
of  the  greats  European  authorities  will  discover  and  formulate  a 
new  system  of  direct  medication ;  that  he  will  announce  to  the 
world  that  drugs  have  a  selective  affinity  and  will  act  better  when 
administered  in  small  and  broken  doses,  and  that  the  green  drug 
extracts  made  by  a  cold  distillation  process  possess  qualities  never 
before  thought  of. 

He  will  be  hailed  as  a  great  man  and  millions  of  lives  will  be 
saved  that  are  to-day  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  therapeutic  nihilism. 

It  is  a  wise  move,  gentlemen,  to  have  started  this  society  for 
the  study  of  therapeutics,  and  success  and  scientific  progress  will 
follow  its  inauguration  if  you  will  but  give  your  attention  to  the 
obtaining  of  therapeutic  facts,  -no  matter  what  their  source — 
whether  from  the  laboratory  experience  of  experimenters  who 
claim  to  have  the  only  scientific  knowledge,  or  from  the  bedside 
observer  whose  system  is  called  empiric,  but  whose  facts  are 
gathered  by  observing  the  effects  of  drugs  upon  the  sick  human 
being,  who  gives  you  facts  without  knowing  the  modus  operandi. 

Give  to  the  empirical  observer  as  much  attention  as  you  do  to 
the  laboratory  experimenter,  for  the  basic  facts  in  therapeutics  have 
in  reality  been  gathered  from  the  observations  of  careful  men. 
For  example,  castor  oil  has  been  found  to  move  the  bowels  with 
a  precision  which  is  remarkable.  But  what  about  its  scientific 
or  physiological  action? 

Hare  in  his  book,  "Practical  Therapeutics,"  published  in  1901, 
says  of  castor  oil  under  "Physiological  Action" :  "The  manner  in 
which  castor  oil  purges  is  somewhat  in  doubt."  Under  therapeu- 
tics he  say:  "Its  action  is  so  regular  that  it  can  almost  be  used  as  a 
time  piece." 
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You,  as  a  society,  should  continue  to  gather  the  facts  in  thera- 
peutics and  study  and  restudy  this  vast  materia  medica,  for  the  half 
is  not  yet  known. 

The  old  remedy,  lobelia,  for  the  use  of  which  the  pioneers  were 
abused,  and  which  we  modern  Eclectics  thought  we  well  under- 
stood, both  as  to  action  and  indication,  has  been  introduced  but 
recently  in  a  new  field. 

Dr.  Jentzsch,  of  Chicago,  a  careful,  observing  man,  records  his 
observation  of  it  when  introduced  hypodermically  and  gives  us  the 
knowledge  of  its  powerful  influence  on  the  system  in  conditions 
of  blood  poisoning.  He  cannot  tell  us  how  it  acts,  but  gives  us 
the  facts,  reporting  over  100  cases  of  diphtheria  treated  by  this 
method  without  a  single  death. 

How  valuable — how  far-reaching  such  a  fact!  Many  of  our 
vegetable  remedies  will  be  found  to  possess  certain  qualities  not 
at  present  thought  of,  when  administered  in  this  manner. 

Your  society  may,  before  long,  be  able  to  give  us  some  facts 
along  these  lines.  Every  member  should  be  active  in  this  work. 
In  the  administration  and  study  of  remedies,  observe  with  care, 
record  with  minute  precision,  and  compare  frequently  when  you 
meet  your  experiences,  and  you  will  soon  have  therapeutic  facts 
to  present  to  the  world  that  will  be  a  benefit  to  humanity,  and 
which  will,  without  doubt,  make  you  all  famous. 

And  now  before  closing  I  will  quote  from  some  recent  old 
school  literature  which  shows  very  plainly  the  trend  of  the  pro- 
fession so  far  as  this  subject  is  concerned  and  the  eagerness  with 
which  every  thought  on  therapeutics  will  be  sought  for  and  indica- 
tions for  the  application  of  drugs  to  meet  pathological  conditions 
in  individual  cases,  the  Mecca,  rather  than  to  prescribe  for  a 
pneumonia,  typhoid,  etc.  In  the  New  York  State  Journal  of  Medi- 
cine, September,  1908,  among  the  editorials  under  the  caption 
"Delayed  Therapy"  we  find  the  following: 

•  "May  we  not  ask  ourselves  the  question,  Are  we  not  too 
often  belated  in  our  therapeutics?  If  a  lesion  is  due  to  the  absorp- 
tion of  ptomain-like  products,  are  there  not  symptoms  due  to  the 
presence  of  these  products  before  an  anatomic  lesion  has  developed, 
and  is  not  that  condition  to  be  treated  in  preference  to  the  anatomic 
lesion  ? 

"For  many  years  following  the  advancements  of  pathological 
anatomy  we  treated  the  lesion.  Now  the  study  of  pathological 
physiology  has  taken  us  a  step  farther  back.  We  must  now  shake 
off  the  yoke  of  the  tyrannical  doctrine  which,  by  making  of  disease 
a  consequence  of  the  lesion,  has  greatly  hampered  our  therapeutic 
activity." 

And  then  under  "Proprietary  Preparations"  we  find  this: 
"Proprietary  preparations  will  be  much  less  in  vogue  when  students 
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in  medicine  are  taught  therapeutics  in  the  same  serious  spirit  that 
they  are  taught  the  other  branches  of  medicine.  If  the  student  has 
not  well  in  hand  his  therapeutics  when  he  leaves  college  he  falls 
an  easy  victim  to  the  ready-made  prescription  habit.  It  is  an 
unfortunate  commentary  upon  the  general  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine that  it  is  he  who  is  made  to  keep  alive  the  proprietary  business 
in  the  same  manner  that  the  general  public  is  made  to  keep  alive 
the  patent  medicine  evil.  Both  are  made  dupes  of  commercial 
interest." 

In  Blair's  "Practictioner's  Hand  Book  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,"  published  by  the  Medical  Council  Co.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  and  Dr.  Blair,  the  author,  is  a  member  of  all  the  old 
school  societies  from  county  to  national,  and  a  member  of  the 
visiting  staff  of  the  Harrisburg  City  Hospital,  in  his  chapter  on 
Pharmacy  he  says  the  following:  "Many  of  the  therapeutic  actions 
in  small  doses  cannot  be  obtained  with  fluid  extracts  and  tinctures 
made  in  the  usual  way,"  and  then  he  recommends  Lloyd's  tinc- 
tures, and  of  them  he  says :  "Their  great  activity  is  readily  ex- 
plained since  they  are  made  usually  of  plants  in  their  green  or  recent 
state,  and  the  process  employed  in  making  them  varies  with  the 
substance  used,  but  is  usually  a  combined  maceration  and  perco- 
lation with  the  aid  of  ingenious  concentrating  apparatus  in  which 
heat  is  not  employed." 

In  referring  to  the  therapy  of  the  drug  and  the  collection  of 
the  facts  concerning  it  he  has  this  to  say:  "Definite  symptomology 
and  direct  actions  rather  than  purely  laboratory  data  are  given  and 
the  actions  upon  man  excluding  those  based  upon  experimental 
studies  upon  the  lower  animals  are  alone  referred  to. 

The  Congress  on  Tuberculosis. 

The  International  Congress  on  Tuberculosis,  which  was  referred 
to  in  the  Review  of  last  month  as  having  convened  at  Washington 
on  the  28th  of  September,  was  a  remarkable  gathering  of  some  of 
the  most  brilliant  medical  men  of  the  present  age.  The  exhibition 
was  a  wonderful  one,  and  clearly  showed  the  immense  work  being 
done  throughout  the  world  in  the  crusade  against  the  "great  white 
plague"  by  governments  and  private  associations,  in  the  way  of 
sanatoria  and  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  this  terrible  enemy  of 
mankind,  and  its  prevention  by  improving  tenement  house  and  fac- 
tory conditions.  Among  the  prominent  measures  proposed  for  the 
prevention  of  tuberculosis  was  more  extensive  and  improved  play- 
grounds for  the  children  of  large  towns  and  cities.  An  exhibit  of 
a  plan  for  self-help  among  workingmen  attracted  much  attention, 
received  honorable  mention,  and  the  exhibitor  was  awarded  a  medal. 
Several  exhibits  of  devices  for  home  treatment  after  leaving  the 
sanatorium  were  also  carefully  considered  by  the  appropriate  commit- 
tee and  honorably  mentioned. 
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The  sessions  of  the  Congress  were  made  up  of  seven  sections, 
which  met  daily  at  the  same  hour,  and  general  sessions  were  held 
on  the  first  and  last  days.  The  sectional  meetings  covered  the  various 
phases  of  the  subject,  including  bacteriology,  clinical  study,  and  the 
social  and  economic  aspects.  Tuberculosis  in  animals  was  also  duly 
considered. 

The  results  and  conclusions  derived  from  the  deliberations  of 
the  congress  were  embodied  in  resolutions  passed  at  the  closing  ses- 
sion, and  in  substance  were  as  follows :  That  the  attention  of  state 
and  central  governments  be  called  to  the  importance  of  prop- 
er laws  for  the  notification  of  tuberculosis;  that  the  most 
important  source  of  the  disease  is  the  conveyance  from  man 
to  man  of  the  tuberculosis  infection ;  that  the  possibility  of  the 
propagation  of  bovine  tuberculosis  be  recognized.  The  establishment 
of  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  advanced  cases  was  urged,  and 
sanatoria,  dispensaries  and  day  and  night  camps  for  curable  cases 
was  advised.  Such  legislation  was  endorsed  as  would  provide  for 
the  regulation  of  factories  and  workshops,  the  abolition  of  prema- 
ture and  injurious  labor  of  women  and  children,  and  the  obtaining 
of  sanitary  dwellings,  so  as  to  increase  the  resisting  power  of  the 
community  to  tuberculosis  and  other  diseases. 

It  was  finally  wisely  decided  to  remove  the  entire  exhibit  of 
the  congress  to  this  city,  and  allow  it  to  be  open  for  public  inspec- 
tion for  a  period  of  six  weeks.  J.  W.  F. 

Mad  Dog  Fallacies. 

In  a  valuable  and  interesting  editorial  the  Medical  Consensus 
forcibly  points  out  some  of  the  erroneous  and  dangerous  popular 
opinions  in  regard  to  hydrophobia,  and  in  part  well  says : 

"Perhaps  the  most  dangerous  misconception  concerning  the 
mad  dog  is  the  idea  that  he  is  always  violent  and  foaming  at  the 
mouth.  There  are  two  forms  of  hydrophobia — the  dumb  type  and 
the  furious  type.  In  the  furious  type  the  dog  is  not  violent  nor  foam- 
ing at  the  mouth  until  the  last  stages  of  the  disease.  In  the  dumb 
type  these  symptoms  usually  do  not  appear  at  all. 

"The  earlier  signs  in  both  forms  of  rabies  are  restlessness  and 
irritability.  Sometimes  a  reserved  dog  becomes  more  affectionate 
temporarily,  but  at  the  same  time  more  restless.  Another  early 
symptom  is  the  disposition  of  these  dogs  to  run  chickens,  when 
previously  they  had  never  been  known  to  indulge  in  the  practice. 
Therefore  any  sudden  change  of  disposition  in  a  pet  dog  should  be 
considered  as  a  warning.  Difficult  swallowing  coupled  with  irrita- 
bility, is  pathognomonic.  The  dumb  type  terminates  within  three 
or  four  days  in  death:  while  the  furious  type  lasts  six  or  seven 
days,  changing  to  the  dumb  form  a  day  or  so  before  death. 

"The  madstone,  of  course,  has  absolutelv  no  effect  on  a  mad 
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dog.  The  belief  that  the  affected  animal  fears  water  is  also  a  fallacy. 
The  difficulty  experienced  in  attempting  to  swallow  water  may  have 
led  to  this  idea.  Moreover  "dog  days"  do  not  influence  the  suscept- 
ibility of  dogs  to  hydrophobia.  Dogs  travel  more,  however,  during 
this  season  and  may  thus  expose  themselves  more  widely  to  infec- 
tion. One  other  mistake  is  the  notion  that  a  red  mouth  is  a  contra- 
indication. It  is  only  in  the  latter  stages  of  the  disease  that  the 
dog's  mouth  becomes  dark  and  swollen.  To  sum  up,  a  dog  may  be 
in  the  grasp  of  hydrophobia  without  showing  any  of  the  popular 
signs,  and  all  dogs  exhibiting  unusual  habits  or  increased  irritability 
should  be  isolated  or  shot  at  once. 

"The  love  of  dogs  is  so  general  that  hydrophobia  will  always 
be  a  danger  to  us;  but  the  splendid  results  of  the  Pasteur  treat- 
ment robs  the  disease  of  its  terror.  In  the  opinion  of  this  journal 
every  family  that  keeps  a  pet  dog  in  daily  contact  with  children 
should  first  have  the  dog  immunized  by  some  near-by  Pasteur  In- 
stitute." 

Many  other  misconceptions  of  a  disturbing  character  in  regard 
to  the  effects  resulting  from  dog  bites  could  readily  be  called  to 
mind,  the  most  absurd  of  which  is  the  popular  belief  that'  a  person 
bitten  by  a  dog  in  an  abnormal  condition  cannot  escape  hydrophobia 
unless  the  dog  is  promptly  killed.  This  belief  is  not  only  absurd, 
but  it  is  many  times  responsible  for  the  death  of  the  animal  before 
it  is  possible  to  ascertain  its  actual  condition.  All  suspiciously  act- 
ing dogs  should  be.  safely  confined  a  sufficient  length  of  time  for 
the  development  of  any  possible  disease.  J.  W.  F. 


Original  Articles  1 

Last  Hours  of  Professor  Alexander  Wilder,  M.  D. 

In  reply  to  inquiries  as  to  the  last  illness  of  Professor  Alexander 
Wilder,  we  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  relate  the  incidents  during 
the  last  hours  of  our  lamented  colleague. 

Prof.  Wilder  had  for  the  past  year  suffered  from  failing  strength 
and  eyesight.  His  indomitable  will  only  served  to  keep  him  on  his 
feet  and  at  his  work.  He  wrould  not  cease  his  labor  or  yield  to 
composure;  in  fact,  he  could  not,  his  strenuous  mind  and  will  con- 
trolled him  to  the  end. 

The  professor  suffered  an  attack  of  pleuro-pneumonia,  to 
which  disease  he  had  long  been  subject.  This  was  his  weak  point. 
On  September  17,  1908,  Dr.  A.  T.  Nivison,  with  whom  Dr.  Wilder 
boarded,  called  me  to  see  him  and  we  found  his  temperature  102 
degrees,  accompanied  with  sharp  pleuritis  pains  and  a  very 
harassing  cough.  He  was  in  bed  and  seemed  quite  weak.  He 
passed  a  comfortable  night  and  on  the  18th,  at  11  A.  M.,  I  found 
the  professor  comfortably  seated  in  an  easy  chair  chatting  with  a 


306 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


doctor  from  Connecticut,  who  had  called  and  left  some  subject 
matter  for  Dr.  AYilder  to  peruse  and  elaborate. 

We  were  pleased  to  find  his  temperature  normal,  expectoration 
free,  cough  less  frequent  and  troublesome.  He  said :  "I  can  take 
a  deeper  breath  than  was  possible  for  several  days  past."  He 
seemed  and  acted  natural,  enjoyed  a  little  repartee,  which  was  his 
usual  habit  and  pleasure.  He  partook  of  but  little  nourishment, 
and  at  noon  he  went  to  bed,  saying  that  he  felt  weary  and  would 
lie  down.  Toward  afternoon  he  grew  restless  and  very  pale  and 
broke  out  in  profuse  perspiration.  He  said  that  he  felt  so  badly, 
that  he  might  die.  Dr.  Nivison  constantly  ministered  to  his  wants 
and  I  was  hurriedly  summoned  to  his  bedside.  We  found  him 
semi-conscious,  pale  as  death  itself,  sweating  profusely  and  with  a 
peculiar  unusual  facial  expression.  His  pulse  rapid,  wiry,  irregular 
and  easily  compressible — evidently  he  was  dying.  Our  ministra- 
tions proved  of  no  avail  and  he  passed  beyond  at  10.30  P.  M. 

During  the  last  hours  he  uttered  frequently  an  O !  O !  O !  as 
though  he  might  be  conscious  of  suffering,  and  when  I  spoke  softly, 
asking,  ''Are  you  suffering,  doctor?"  he  slowly  uttered  "No!  No!" 
Twice  he  raised  his  head  and  shoulders  and  almost  sat  up,  leaning 
upon  his  right  elbow,  but  quietly  laid  down  again.  Death  was 
doing  its  work  and  tearing  from  our  hearts  and  fireside  the  dearest, 
noblest  and  sweetest  character,  companion  and  friend. 

I  pressed  my  hand  softly  upon  his  noble  brow,  growing  cold 
and  clammy,  and  prayed  God  that  I  might  absorb  the  light  that 
was  flickering  and  passing  out;  that  I  might  receive  and  retain 
the  spirit  of  his  life,  his  mental  power  and  retain  it  only  while  I 
live;  but,  alas,  such  endowments  are  not  human  to  bestow. 

For  an  hour  before  the  end  he  acted  like  one  conscious  of  an 
approaching,  overwhelming  ordeal,  which  absorbed  his  deepest 
abstract  meditation.  His  soul  seemed  to  be  wrestling  with  some 
unseen  power  which  had  possessed  the  mortal  body.  He  had  mused 
and  written  much  of  the  soul  and  immortality  that  I  thought  per- 
chance he  was  testing  out  in  the  final  struggle  as  to  whether  he 
had  correctly  solved  the  mystery. 

Had  I  the  power  to  describe  the  life  and  peaceful  ending  of 
our  dear  associate  I  would  write  a  picture  of  perfect  life,  of  purity 
of  character,  of  long  suffering  and  devotion  to  his  friends,  his 
colleagues,  his  Alma  Mater,  his  high  ideals  of  what  was  good,  of 
what  was  just  and  what  was  kind.  I  would  place  him  in  the  cate- 
gory with  Lowell,  Longfellow  and  Whittier,  not  as  a  poet,  but 
as  one  possessing  equally  high  ideals,  purity  of  character,  of  thought 
and  kindly  action.  In  strength  of  mind  and  erudition  he  was  equal 
to  Tolstoy  or  Zola. 

Prof.  Wilder  had  many  acquaintances,  few  friends,  but  legions 
of  admirers.    He  was  alone,  but  never  less  alone  than  when  alone. 
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His  mental  magnetism  electrified  kindred  spirits  the  world  over. 

He  came  to  us  on  May  14,  1823,  and  left  us  September  18,  1908, 
and  his  life  was  measured  by  85  years.  4  months  and  4  days. 

Reverentially  yours, 

Newark,  N.  J.  G.  E.  Potter,  M.D. 

The  Third  Anatomical  Element  of  the  Blood. 

BY  ROBERT  L.   W ATKINS,  M.D. 

Read  at  the  October  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the 
City  and  County  of  New  York. 

It  was  suggested  that  I  read  a  paper  on  the  value  of  a  fresh 
blood  examination  as  an  aid  to  diagnosis,  how  important  it  is  to  the 
physician  to  determine  whether  his  patient  has  syphilis  and  has 
been  cured  of  the  same,  whether  there  is  an  hereditary  taint  in  the 
new-born  infant,  to  say  nothing  of  its  value  in  diagnosing  doubtful 
cases  of  tuberculosis,  malaria,  pernicious  ,anaemia  and,  in  fact, 
throwing  light  on  any  disease.  But  the  writer  decided  at  this  time 
it  would  be  more  appropriate  to  make  the  subject  the  basis  of  the 
blood  itself,  the  third  anatomical  element,  and  reserve  the  suggested 
subject  for  some  future  meeting. 

My  remarks,  therefore,  will  be  confined  to  this  small  and  little- 
known  element  of  which  there  are  estimated  to  be  fifteen  billion 
to  the  cubic  millimeter  in  the  blood. 

In  recent  years  text-books  have  frequently  used  the  term  and 
it  has  been  long  known  that  the  blood  was  a  flowing  tissue.  This 
was  first  demonstrated  to  be  such  by  Prof.  A.  Bechamp,  who  read 
a  paper  on  the  subject  before  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine  in 
February,  1869.  That  the  erythrocytes  were  a  microscopical  part 
of  the  blood  has  been  known  for  more  than  a  hundred  and  fifty 
years  and  the  leucocytes  were  pointed  out  by  a  celebrated  Dutch 
physician,  Leeuwenhoeck,  about  1780,  but  that  there  were  smaller 
normal  elements  in  the  blood,  was  not  known  until  they  were 
isolated  by  this  French  savant. 

Bichat,  who  died  in  1802,  was  the  first  to  theorize  on  the  exist- 
ence of  smaller  elements  than  the  cells  in  the  blood  and  other 
organs,  and  more  especially  in  the  air.  He  was  followed  in  this 
theory  that  there  were  small  elements  in  the  air  by  Swarm,  of 
Berlin,  Milne  Edwards  and  T.  B.  Dumas;  but  only  one  man  de- 
clared there  were  smaller  elements  or  germs  both  within  and  with- 
out the  body  which  had  a  bearing  on  health  or  disease,  and  they 
were  found  especially  in  the  blood  serum.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
make  plain  this  third  anatomical  element.  I  will  describe  what  its 
discoverer,  Professor  A.  Bechamp,  called 'his  master  experiment  and 
which  was  performed  in  the  laboratory  of  the  University  of  Mont- 
pelier  in  the  years  1854  to  1857. 

Three  glass-stoppered  bottles  containing  cane  sugar  dissolved 
in  distilled  water  were  placed  aside  for  several  months.    Each  bottle 
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contained  a  little  air.  In  one  bottle  he  put  a  few  drops  of  chloride 
of  zinc,  in  another  chloride  of  calcium  and  the  third  contained  no 
chemical.  After  several  months  a  mould  was  found  on  the  surface 
of  the  sugary  solution  in  which  no  chemical  had  been  placed,  while 
on  the  others  nothing  developed.  This  proved  that  there  were 
germs  in  the  air  which,  together  with  a  non-albuminous  solution, 
could  produce  organic  life  in  the  form  of  a  mould  or  ferment.  It 
had  previously  been  supposed  that  albuminous  matter  already  ex- 
isting, was  necessary  for  this,  but  here  there  was  none.  The  Cane 
sugar,  it  was  found,  had  been  changed  into  grape  sugar.  The  mould 
here  found  was  synthesized  out  of  the  nitrogen  of  the  air,  and  the 
solution  to  produce  a  mould  which  in  turn  changed  the  cane  sugar 
into  grape  sugar.  It  was  afterward  proven  by  this  same  scientist 
that  creosote,  bichloride  of  mercury,  etc.,  would  hinder  the  pro- 
duction of  this  mould  the  same  as  the  salts  of  calcium  and  zinc 
had  done.  This  was  the  first  demonstration  of  the  theory  that 
there  were  germs  in  the  air  and  also  that  reagents  hindered  their 
growth  or  development,  but  the  reagents,  it  was  further  shown, 
when  placed  in  the  solution  of  cane  sugar  after  the  mould  was 
formed,  did  not  hinder  the  transformation  of  cane  sugar  into  grape 
sugar. 

With  this  experiment  as  a  basis,  Bechamp  further  proved  that 
germs  exist  in  the  organs  as  well,  for  they  were  seen  in  the  mould 
or  yeast  and  when  a  piece  of  meat  was  cooked  and  placed  in  a 
sterile  receptacle,  it  did  not  remain  indefinitely  free  from  "gaminess" 
or  odor,  but  finally  smelled  bad,  "gamy,"  due  to  putrefaction,  and 
germs  were  found  not  only  on  the  surface,  but  on  the  inside,  where 
the  effect  of  the  heat  did  not  reach  them,  thus  proving  that  micro- 
organisms exist  inside  as  well  as  outside  of  organic  life,  and  there- 
fore disproving  the  present-day  germo-mania  idea  that  all  germs 
come  from  the  air.  This  French  genius  showed  that  micro-organ- 
isms exist  in  urine  as  soon  as  it  is  voided  and  that  they  did  not  come 
from  the  air.  Hence  Bastian's  claims,  recently  republished,  that 
micro-organisms  can  develop  "de  novo"  by  adding  caustic  potash 
to  boiled  urine  is  absurd,  for  the  addition  of  the  potash  simply 
furnishes  a  first-class  nutrient  medium  for  the  paralyzed  micro- 
organisms and  they  wake  up  to  develop  anew.  This  small  life 
Bechamp  called  microzymas,  meaning  small  ferments. 

And  so,  if  the  blood  is  allowed  to  run  directly  from  the  wound 
into  a  sterile  vessel,  it  first  coagulates  and  on  examining  with  a 
microscope  there  are  revealed,  by  preparation,  these  microzymas  by 
the  million.  They  are  surrounded  by  an  albuminous  envelope 
and  they  exist  in  the  serum  and  form  the  fibrinous  clot.  To  prove 
that  they  are  active  life,  it  is  only  necessary  to  mix  some  oxygen- 
ated water  therewith  and  oxygen  will  be  disengaged  and  in  time 
this  small  life  will  develop  into  vibrions,  bacilli  and  finally  filaments. 
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In  the  blood  serum  or  plasma  they  exist  as  microzymian  molecular 
granulations,  between  which  is  the  intercellular  liquor,  and  they 
cannot  be  seen  in  normal  blood  under  normal  conditions  because 
the  index  of  refraction  of  their  envelope  is  the  same  as  the  liquor 
sanguinis.  In  the  blood  they  are  called  haematic-microzymas  and 
constitute  the  living  physiological  element  of  the  blood  and  make 
it  a  flowing  tissue.  It  is  these  haematic  microzymas  or  rather  their 
outline,  that  Doctor  Heitzman  saw  in  the  erthrocytes  of  the  blood 
years  ago  and  caused  him  to  call  these  cells  granular  or  as  having 
fine  striations.  These  microzymas  exist  in  the  leucocyte  and  are 
the  ultimate  element  - of  the  body  instead  of  the  cell,  being  itself 
composed  of  them.  All  the  cells  are  built  from  them,  and  it  is  these 
that  develop  into  bacilli  in  the  leucocyte  and  are  there  found  nor- 
mally and  multiply  therein  instead  of  the  leucocyte  going  fishing  for 
them,  as  the  Wright  Opsonin  Index  theory  would  lead  one  to 
believe.  Their  growth  in  the  leucocyte  disproves  the  phagocytic 
theory  of  Metchnikofr  for  the  increased  presence  of  germs  or  bacilli 
in  the  leucocyte  is  their  mode  of  development  or  death. 

Finally,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  knew  him,  Prof.  Gunning, 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  engaged  in  writing  a  book  on  embry- 
ology based  on  the  microzyma.  I  will  now  demonstrate  to  you 
these  haematic  molecular  granulations  in  the  blood  of  a  prepared 
specimen  by  use  of  my  own  invention — the  combined  microscope 
and  camera. 

October  15,  1908. 

President's  Address. 

BY  JOHN   WILLIAM   FVFE,  M.D. 

In  calling  the  fifty-third  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Eclectic  Medical  Association  to  order,  on  the  13th  of  September, 
1908,  Dr.  Fyfe  in  part  said : 

Fellow  Physicians :  It  again  becomes  my  privilege  and  pleasant 
duty  to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  this  time-honored  Associa- 
tion, and  suggest  to  you  such  work  and  policies  as  to  me  seem  favor- 
able to  the  well  being  of  the  Eclectic  school  of  medicine. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say  that  there  seems  to  be 
•throughout  the  country  a  renewed  interest  in  the  activities  for  which 
the  Eclectic  school  has  stood  for  but  little  less  than  a  century.  There 
is  also  a  general  feeling  among  our  leading  men  that  our  greatest 
need  at  the  present  time  is  a  thorough  organization,  in  order  that 
we  may  be  fully  prepared  to  resist  any  encroachment  upon  our  rights, 
and  at  the  same  time  become  better  able  to  pursue  our  favorite  in- 
vestigations and  observations  in  regard  to  the  value  of  our  native 
means  of  relieving  the  sick  and  prolonging  life. 

With  this  object  in  view  the  National  Eclectic  Association,  at 
its  meeting  in  June  last,  adopted  a  plan  by  which  our  state  societies 
can  become  auxiliary  associations.     This  arrangement  requires  the 
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payment  of  per  capita  dues  to  the  National  body,  and  provision  for 
such  payment  should  be  made  at  this  meeting. 

Next  in  importance  to  a  thorough  organization  is  the  keeping 
of  our  colleges  in  a  position  to  fully  and  successfully  compete  with 
those  of  the  dominant  school  in  scientific  research  and  teaching, 
and  this  can  be  done  by  giving  them  a  sufficient  number  of  students. 
Without  keeping  our  societies  and  colleges  up  to  a  standard  equal 
to  that  of  the  other  schools  we  cannot  hope  to  occupy  the  exalted 
position  to  which  every  medical  organization  should  aspire.  It  must 
be  conceded  by  all  that  the  materia  medica  of  the  Eclectic  school — 
the  means  by  which  the  greatest  good  is  accomplished  at  the  bedside — 
is  far  superior  to  that  of  the  older  school  of  medicine,  but  this  is 
not  enough  to  satisfy  one  who  wishes  to  stand  well  in  the  estimation 
of  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  Our  graduates  must  prove 
themselves  at  least  equal  to  the  graduates  of  the  dominant  school 
along  the  lines  which  pertain  to  a  modern  medical  education  if  they 
are  to  be  respected  in  the  medical  world. 

The  work  of  the  Eclectic  school  in  the  past  has  been  of  great 
value  to  humanity,  but  it  still  has  much  to  do.  We  must  become 
active  in  the  work  which  has  already  resulted  in  great  advancement 
along  the  lines  of  sanitary  science.  Through  the  influ- 
ence of  this  work  old  customs  and  habits  which  were  so  detrimental 
to  public  welfare  have  been  greatly  modified,  and  a  definite  knowl- 
edge of  better  and  more  healthful  ways  is  being  taught  to  the  pub- 
lic. The  instruction  given  to  children  in  the  public  schools  as  to 
better  hygiene  has  done  much  good,  and  laid  the  foundation  for 
future  work  of  the  utmost  value  to  the  human  race.  The  Eclectic 
school,  as  a  modern  organization,  should  become  prominent  in  this 
laudable  work.  Pet  theories,  dogmas  and  a  litis  must  be  relegated 
to  the  companionship  of  men  who  are  willing  to  be  regarded  as  back 
numbers.  ^Modern  Electicism  must  be  made  to  stand  for  modern 
progress,  and  to  include  all  that  is  implied  by  this  expression,  or 
it  will  surely  die  of  marasmus.  m 

On  this  occasion  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  attack 
that  is  now  being  made  by  powerful, and  unscrupulous  bodies  of 
men  upon  our  right  to  dispense  medicines  to  our  patients.  It 
seems  almost  inconceivable  that  such  an  attempt  could  possibly 
receive  serious  consideration  from  any  rational  being,  but  it  is 
nevertheless  true  that  a  vigorous  effort  is  now  being  made  to  secure 
the  passage  of  laws  (instigated  by  grasping  drug  firms  and  medical 
politicians)  that  are  intended  to  take  away  our  right  to  treat  the 
sick  in  a  manner  that  long  experience  has  proven  to  be  efficient 
and  satisfactory  to  both  patient  and  physician. 

There  has  never  been  a  time  during  the  existence  of  the  Eclec- 
tic school  when  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession was  so  formidably  threatened  as  it  is  to-dav.  This  vigor- 
ous assault  on  our  professional  independence  was  formally  opened 
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on  the  18th  of  last  May,  when  Congressman  Mann  of  Chicago  in- 
troduced in  Congress,  as  an  entering  wedge  for  still  more  drastic 
legislation,  a  proposed  law  which  is  intended  to  make  physicians 
subservient  to  the  greed  of  the  retail  druggists.  The  passage  of 
this  proposed  law  would  make  it  unlawful  for  any  physician  to 
purchase  outside  of  his  own  state  cocain,  morphin,  opium  and 
some  other  drugs  which  he  frequently  needs  in  his  practice.  In 
other  words,  under  the  proposed  Mann  law  he  could  only  obtain 
the^e  drugs  for  his  patients  by  writing  prescriptions,  to  be  filled  by 
the  retail  druggist.  There  is  much  more  to  the  proposed  law,  but  it 
is  evidently  intended  to  hide  its  real  object.  The  Eclectic  school 
in  this  and  other  states  should  make  an  early  and  vigorous  protest 
against  all  such  class  legislation.  I  would  suggest  that  action  in 
regard  to  this  matter  be  taken  here  to-day. 

In  this  state  °[  think  we  should  stand  firmly  by  our  present 
medical  law.  It  may  not  be  all  that  might  be  desired,  but  it  treats 
the  three  schools  alike,  and  it  is  the  best  we  can  get.  Any  attempt 
to  amend  it  would  bring  out  various  undesirable  features. 

Hydrastis  in  Hiccough. 

BY  0.  L.   MASSINGER,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  fifty-third  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic 
Medical  Association,  October   13,  1908. 

Mr.  President  and  Brother  Physicians :  I  am  glad  to  have  the 
privilege  of  occupying  a  part  of  your  time  in  giving  you  the  results 
I  have  had  in  the  treatment  of  a  remarkable  case  of  hiccough. 
While  you  were  here  assembled  at  your  last  meeting  I  was  in  deep 
thought,  trying  to  discover  a  remedy  for  hiccoughs,  and  it  was 
only  after  a  time  that  the  drug  came  to  my  mind.  There  is  a  time 
in  each  of  our  lives  when  we  know  just  what  we  want,  but  cannot 
find  it;  we  know  just  what  it  looks  like,  how  it  acts  and  all  about 
it,  but  for  the  time  we  are  so  twisted  in  our  cranium  that  we  cannot 
think;  so  it  was  with  me,  and  after  the  hiccoughs  had  lasted  for 
three  months,  almost  continuously,  excepting  when  the  patient  was 
under  the  influence  of  hypnotics,  the  remedy  came  to  my  mind. 
The  remedy  is  one  that  you  are  all  thoroughly  familiar  with,  but 
you  may  have  never  used  it  in  hiccoughs,  and  the  remedy  that  I 
refer  to  is  hydrastis. 

If  it  were  not  for  our  clinical  knowledge  I  am  afraid  that  I 
would  not  have  found  the  remedy,  but  we  must  be  ever  on  our 
guard,  for  it  is  to  our  school  that  credit  is  due  for  these  good  re- 
sults; not  from  a  lot  of  theory,  but  brought  to  light  from  actual 
experience,  and  given  to  each  other  at  just  such  gatherings  as  this 
one  to-day,  and  I  wish  that  they  would  come  every  three  months 
instead  of  every  six.  For  then  we  would  have  our  experiences  ex- 
changed more  often,  and  more  new  light  thrown  upon  drug  action 
and  be  in  closer  touch  with  the  advances  we  are  making  toward  the 
success  of  our  school  of  medicine. 
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Our  president  has  called  our  attention  to  a  class  of  men  who 
would  like  to  take  the  privilege  that  we  have  of  dispensing  our  own 
remedies.  He  is  right  when  he  says  that  we  should  be  up  and 
doing,  for  that  class  of  men  are  not  looking  for  the  health  of  the 
community  in  which  they  live,  but  they  are  looking  to  fill  their 
pockets  with  the  almighty  dollar,  and  substitute  whenever  they 
see  fit.  We  know  that  a  great  deal  of  our  success  lies  in  the  pure 
drugs  that  we  use,  and  when  we  dispense  our  own  drugs  we  know 
what  to  expect  from  them  in  diseased  conditions.  How  often  have 
all  of  us  given  a  prescription,  and  did  not  get  the  results  we  were 
looking  for?  I  have  had  that  experience  happen  to  me  not  only 
once  but  many  times,  and  the  druggist  is  always  ready  to  tell  their 
customer  that  some  proprietary  remedy  is  just  what  they  want  and 
not  what  the  doctor  prescribed.  # 

Now  the  case  that  I  will  give  you  my  experience  with  is  one 
that  has  been  very  interesting  to  me.  I  shall  try  and  be  as  con- 
cise with  it  as  I  can,  and  at  the  same  time  give  you  all  the  infor- 
mation that  you  would  need  to  try  the  same  treatment  in  a  sim- 
ilar condition. 

Mrs.  P.,  age  25,  complained  of  being  very  languid  and  of  a  con- 
tinuous dull  headache ;  the  entire  head  ached,  and  felt  very  dull 
and  heavy.  This  condition  lasted  for  four  days.  She  woke  up  the 
fifth  day  complaining  of  severe  nausea,  remained  in  bed  and  had 
her  breakfast  brought  to  her;  she  took  one  swallow  of  oatmeal  and 
began  to  vomit,  which  was  followed  instantly  with  hiccoughs. 
Physicians  were  called  in  and  the  usual  remedies  were  tried  to  stop 
the  coughing,  all  to  no  avail ;  then  she  was  given  hypodermics  of 
morphine,  results  negative ;  then  she  was  put  under  the  influence 
of  chloroform,  but  just  as  soon  as  she  came  out  from  under  the 
chloroform  the  coughing  would  start  in  as  before.  She  was  then 
given  chloral  hydrate,  gr.  x. ;  bromide  sodium  gr.  xx.,  tr.  opium  dr.  ii, 
aqua  qs.  ad.  oz.  ii.,  M.  Sig.  Tablespoonful  per  rectum.  Sometimes 
it  was  necessary  to  give  double  this  dose  every  hour  for  two  or 
three  doses  before  the  combination  would  check  the  coughing,  and 
then  the  patient  would  go  into  an  exhausted  sleep,  and  in  case  she 
should  change  her  position,  or  even  move  her  head,  the  coughing 
would  begin  again;  sometimes  she  would  wake  up  and  be  free  from 
it,  but  as  soon  as  she  would  move  the  attack  would  return.  She  was 
given  bismuth  and  chloroform,  results  negative;  deodorized  tr. 
opium,  results  negative;  dilute  nitre  hydrochloric  acid,  results  neg- 
ative; hypophosphates  of  lime  and  soda,  results  same,  and  many 
other  remedies  too  numerous  to  mention. 

Everything  was  tried,  even  to  hypnotism  and  suggestive  thera- 
peutics, and  all  proved  a  failure,  but  we  did  stop  the  attacks  at  times 
by  pressing  upon  the  temple  with  the  thumbs,  using  all  the  pressure 
that  one  could  use,  or  had  the  strength  in  his  hands  to  use.  It  was 
stopped  twice  by  pressing  upon  the  clavicular  nerve.    She  was  a 
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puzzle  to  all  the  physicians,  and  they  were  at  a  loss  as  to  what  could 
be  done  for  her.  It  was  diagnosed  as  being  purely  hysterical,  and 
upon  those  lines  they  worked  for  three  months.  All  but  one  said 
that  she  could  not  live,  and  it  was  only  a  matter  of  time  when  she 
would  die.  The  one  that  thought  she  could  pull  through  after  the 
rest  of  them  gave  her  up  started  upon  another  line  entirely  after 
making  a  study  of  the  case.  One  morning  the  patient  was  given  a 
dose  of  licorice  powder  and  epsom  salts ;  she  soon  passed  about  a 
quart  of  pure  mucus  from  her  bowels,  and  then  every  thing  was 
tried  for  mucus  stools,  but  failed.  Then  the  hydrastic  that  I  told 
you  about  in  the  beginning  of  my  story  was  given  and  the  hiccoughs 
ceased  and  were  no  more. 

This  lady  had  wonderful  will  power,  which  was  shown  after 
giving  up  the  hypnotics;  she  told  the  physicians  that  as  soon  as 
the  coughing  would  cease  she  would  not  take  another  dose.  The 
physicians  did  not  want  to  stop  it  suddenly,  but  the  patient  did,  and 
she  fought  the  after  effects  off,  taking  about  five  days  of  severe 
nervous  torture,  but  did  not  feel  any  the  worse  for  it,  and  from  that 
time  she  gained  very  rapidly.  When  she  was  taken  sick  she  weighed 
107  pounds ;  when  she  got  around  again  she  weighed  65  pounds,  and 
now  is  back  to  her  original  weight. 

This  case  shows  us  that  many  times  we  jump  to  conclusions  too 
quickly,  and  do  not  know  our  patient's  condition,  vitality  and  tem- 
perament. Although  she  was  of  a  nervous  temperament  it  was  her 
will  that  aided  the  physicians  in  pulling  her  through  her  hiccoughing. 

I  might  be  wrrong  in  my  belief,  but  I  think  that  whenever  we 
have  a  case  of  hiccoughs  we  will  find,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  it  is 
due  to  some  disturbance  of  the  digestive  tract.  Since  seeing  this 
case  I  have  seen  over  one  hundred  physicians  who  have  had  cases 
lasting  from  one  to  seven  weeks,  and  every  one  of  the  cases  that 
they  had  proved  in  the  end  that  it  was  due  entirely  to  a  disturbance 
some  where  along  the  digestive  tract.  You  will  find  it  frequently 
in  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  typhoid  fever,  diabetes,  nephritis,  excessive 
smokers  and  drinkers,  gastritis,  catarrh  of  the  bile  duct,  etc.,  but 
you  will  find  that  you  have  a  disturbance  of  the  stomach  or  intestines 
before  the  hiccoughs  attack  the  patient. 

I  could  talk  to  you  all  day  about  this  one  condition,  but  I  shall 
give  you  time  to  think  it  over,  look  it  up,  and  give  it  your  consid- 
eration, and  hope  our  president  will  appoint  twro  or  three  of  you 
members  to  discuss  this  one  disease,  with  its  causes,  etc.,  at  our  next 
meeting. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  Mann  Drug  Bill;  Paternalism  in  Drug  Legislation. 

BY  CHARLES  L.    MITCHELL.   M.D.,   PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
(From  the  Pharmaceutical  Era.) 
It  has  not  been  so  very  long  ago  that  the  American  tourist  when 
visiting  Europe,  and  especially  Germany,  where  "verboten"  signs  face  one 
at  every  corner,  was  wont  to  congratulate  himself  on  the  fact  that  he 
was  a  citizen  of  a  free  country,  where  paternalism  and  the  legal  regula- 
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tion  of  his  business  were  things  unknown.  Now,  however,  following  the 
"policies"  of  the  present  strenuous  occupant  of  the  White  House,  it  has 
become  quite  the  habit  of  the  central  government  to  take  a  hand  in 
regulating  commerce,  and  to  exercise  legislative  and  police  powers  which 
of  a  right  belong  to  the  separate  states. 

No  worse  example  of  this  paternalism  has  recently  been  offered  to  the 
American  public  than  the  so-called  Mann  Drug  Bill,  a  piece  of  legisla- 
tion introduced  by  Representative  J.  R.  Mann,  of  Illinois,  during  the 
closing  days  of  the  last  Congress.  This  measure,  known  as  H.  R.  Bill  No. 
21982,  is  stated  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  interstate  com- 
merce in  habit-forming  and  other  poisonous  drugs.  A  better  title  would 
be  "for  destroying  the  interstate  business  of  the  wholesale  druggists  and 
manufacturing  pharmacists  of  the  United  States."  The  bill  is  one  of 
the  most  important  pieces  of  legislation  affecting  the  entire  drug  and 
chemical  trade  ever  offered  in  Congress  and,  unless  materially  modified, 
will  be  the  cause  of  incalculable  annoyance,  loss  and  confusion  to  every 
person  concerned.  The  bill  consists  of  three  sections.  Section  1  prohibits 
the  shipment  of  certain  drugs  (supposed  to  be  "habit-forming")  into  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  the  states  and  territories,  except  under  certain 
restrictions.    It  reads  as  follows: 

"Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  it  shall  be  unlawful 
for  any  person,  firm,  or  corporation  to  send,  carry,  ship  or  bring  into  any 
state,  territory  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  freight,  express,  mail  or 
otherwise,  from  any  other  state,  territory  or  the  District  of  Columbia, 
or  from  any  foreign  country,  directly  to  a  consumer,  or  to  sell,  or  furnish, 
or  give  away,  or  have  in  his  or  her  possession,  except,  as  provided  for  in 
this  section,  in  the  territories  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  any  alpha  or 
beta  eucain,  chloral  hydrate,  cocain,  hyoscin,  morphin,  opium, 
scopolamin,  or  any  derivative  or  preparation  of  any  of  the  fore- 
going substances,  except  on  the  original  prescription  or  written 
order  of  a  legally  authorized  practitioner  of  medicine,  dentistry 
or  veterinary  medicine,  which  prescription  or  order  shall  be  dated  and 
contain  the  name  of  the  person  for  whom  prescribed,  or  if  ordered  by  a 
practitioner  of  veterinary  medicine  shall  state  the  kind  of  animal  for  which 
ordered  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  person  giving  the  prescription  or  order. 
Such  written  prescription  or  order  shall  be  kept  on  file  for  a  period  of 
not  less  than  three  years  by  the  person,  firm  or  corporation  who  shall 
compound  the  article  or  articles  prescribed  or  ordered,  and  it  shall  not 
again  be  compounded  or  dispensed  except  on  the  written  order  of  the 
original  prescription  for  each  and  every  subsequent  compounding  and  dis- 
pensing. In  no  case,  however,  shall  the  original  prescription  or  written 
order,  for  a  human  being,  call  for  more  than  one-fourth  of  one  ounce 
of  chloral  hydrate  or  more  than  one-eighth  of  one  ounce  of  alpha  or  beta 
eucain,  cocain,  hyoscin,  morphin,.  opium,  scopolamin,  or  corresponding 
amounts  of  any  derivative  of  the  above  named  substances,  whether  simple, 
mixed  or  compounded  into  any  preparation;  and  when  two  or  more  of  any 
of  the  above  ingredients  are  prescribed  together  the  combined  total  quan- 
tity of  such  substances  prescribed  must  not  exceed  one-eighth  of  one 
ounce.  The  above  original  prescriptions  and  written  orders  shall  be 
subject  to  inspection  at  all  times  by  any  federal  or  state  official  delegated 
by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Provided,  however,  that  the  above  provisions  shall  not  apply  to  sales 
at  wholesale  by  jobbers,  wholesalers  and  manufacturers  to  registered  retail 
druggists  or  to  each  other,  or  to  sales  made  to  manufacturers  of  medicinal 
remedies  or  pharmaceutical  preparations  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of 
such  preparations,  nor  to  sales  to  hospitals,  colleges,  scientific  and  public 
institutions." 

A  hasty  reading  of  this  section  would  lead  one  to  believe  that  it  is  a 
commendable  piece  of  legislation  and  that  its  apparent  effort  to  prohibit 
traffic  in  habit-forming  drugs  was  worthy  of  support.  But  "beware  of 
the  Greeks,  bearing  gifts."  Gossip  has  it  that  the  bill  emanates  from  a 
certain  coterie  of  Chicago  enthusiasts  who  of  late  have  been  extremely 
diligent  in  fostering  the  so-called  "propaganda"  of  the  N.  A.  R.  D.,  and 
incidentally  attacking  the  business  of  numerous  manufacturers  of  proprie- 
tary and  other  pharmaceutical  preparations.  It,  therefore,  needs  to  be 
reviewed  more  critically,  and  this  examination  soon  reveals  the  fact  that 
there  are  several  decided  "jokers"  concealed  in  the  bill. 

First.  Note  carefully  that  while  all  transactions  between  druggists, 
wholesalers,  manufacturers,  hospitals,  etc.,  are  exempt  from  the  restrictions 
of  this  bill  there  is  no  exemption  of  the  dispensing  doctor.  For  him,  if  he 
purchases  outside  of  his  own  state,  there  must  be  a  written  order  or 
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prescription,  signed,  dated,  and  giving  the  name  of  the  person  for  whom 
the  drug  is  prescribed;  while  the  quantity  of  the  drug  is  limited  to  certain 
small  amounts.  Looks  a  little  "peculiar,"  doesn't  it?  Is  the  doctor  so  un- 
worthy of  trust,  in  comparison  with  the  druggist,  that  he  cannot  be  allowed 
the  same  privileges  of  purchase?     How  would  it  work  out  in  practice? 

Well,  somewhat  in  this  way:     If  Dr.  J  ,  of  Smith ville,  Illinois  (who, 

by  the  way,  dispenses  his  own  medicines),  wishes  to  purchase  Sharp  & 
Dohme's  hypodermic  tablets  of  morphia,  or  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  sun 
cholera  tablets,  he  can  buy  all  he  pleases  of  any  retail  or  wholesale  drug- 
gist in  his  own  state,  without  question.  But,  if  he  sends  his  order  direct 
to  either  of  these  houses,  outside  of  his  state,  he  must  make  it  in  the 
form  of  a  written  prescription,  giving  the  name  of  the  party  for  whom 
it  is  prescribed,  while  he  cannot  purchase  more  than  one-eighth  ounce  of 
morphia,  cocain,  etc.,  at  one  time.  There  can  be  but  one  of  two  ex- 
planations for  this  clause;  either  it  is  a  piece  of  contradictory  stupidity, 
or  else  it  is  a  carefully  conceived  plan  to  interfere  with  the  outside  busi- 
ness of  the  large  manufacturing  pharmaceutical  houses  with  those  phy- 
sicians who  supply  their  own  medicines;  which  of  these  explanations  is 
the  right  one?    I  leave  it  to  the  intelligence  of  my  readers. 

Second.  Kindly  note  that  such  drugs  as  alpha  and  beta  eucain,  hyoscin 
and  scopolamin  are  also  prohibited.  Is  scopolamin  a  "habit-forming" 
drug?  Or  hyoscin?  If  so,  where  are  the  records?  Who  among  all  the 
140,000  physicians  of  the  United  States  has  ever  met  with  a  case  of 
hyoscin  or  scopolamin  addiction?  and,  I  am  afraid,  echo  will  answer, 
Who?  Why,  the  general  public,  and  I  may  even  say,  some  doctors  and 
druggists,  do  not  even  know  of  these  drugs.  Does  it  not  seem  ridiculous 
to  say  the  least,  to  legislate  against  a  condition  which  does  not  exist? 
It  is  too  much  like  the  celebrated  History  of  the  Snakes  of  Iceland  which 
began  with  the  statement,  "There  are  no  snakes  in  Iceland."  No,  one 
must  look  for  some  other  reason  and  when  we  are  informed  that  a  certain 
manufacturing  house  in  Chicago,  which  does  a  large  business  direct  with 
physicians,  has  a  special  proprietary  anesthetic  tablet  in  which  hyoscin 
and  the  other  drugs  are  compound  parts,  the  "colored  individual  in  the 
wood  pile"  becomes  much  more  evident.    Verbum  sap. 

The  crux  of  the  whole  bill,  however,  is  in  Section  2,  and  if  the  bill 
becomes  a  law  and  Section  2  is  enforced  literally,  it  will  raise  "merry 
Hades"  with  the  business  of  every  wholesale  druggist,  manufacturing 
chemist  or  pharmacist,  and  retail  druggist  who  has  any  interstate  business, 
let  alone  causing  no  end  of  annoyance  to  the  thousands  of  physicians  in 
the  United  States  who  purchase  and  dispense  their  own  medicines.  A 
careful  reading  of  this  section  will,  I  think,  open  the  eyes  of  every  member 
of  the  drug  trade.    It  words  as  follows: 

"Section  2.  That  no  person,  firm  or  corporation  shall  send,  carry,  ship, 
import  or  bring  into  any  state,  territory,  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  by 
freight,  express,  mail  or  otherwise,  from  any  other  state,  territory  or  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  receive  for  shipment  into  any  state,  territory 
or  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  sell  or  furnish  or  give  away  in  the  terri- 
tories or  the  District  of  Columbia  any  of  the  following-described  sub- 
stances, to  wit:  The  caustic  hydroxides  of  ammonium,  potassium  and 
sodium;  the  concentrated  mineral  acids:  the  essential  oils  of  bitter  almonds; 
pennyroyal,  rue  and  savin;  wood  alcohol  and  yellow  phosphorus  or  any 
preparation  or  compound  containing  the  same;  the  salts  and  derivatives 
or  antimony,  arsenic,  barium,  chromium,  copper,  gold,  lead,  mercury  (ex- 
cept calomel),  silver  and  zinc,  or  any  preparation  or  compound  containing 
the  same;  the  following  named  substances  and  their  derivatives  or  any 
compound  or  preparation  containing  the  same,  namely,  acetanilid,  acet- 
phenetidin,  aconite,  antipyrin,  belladonna,  cannabis  indica,  cantharides, 
carbolic  acid,  chloral  hydrate,  chloroform,  cocculus  indicus,  codein,  colchi- 
cum,  conium,  cotton  root,  creosote,  croton  oil,  damiana,  diacetyl  morphin, 
digitalis,  ergot,  formaldehyde,  hydrocyanic  acid,  hyoscin,  hyoscyamus, 
ignatia,  laudanum,  lobelia,  morphin,  nux  vomica,  opium,  oxalic  acid,  pare- 
goric, Paris  green,  phenacetin,  physostigma,  Phytolacca,  pyramidon,  scopola, 
stramonium,  strophanthus,  strychnin,  sulphonal,  tansy,  trional,  veronal, 
veratrum  viride,  or  any  other  virulent  poison',  unless  the  bottle,  box,  carton, 
or  any  other  package,  including  any  wrapper  or  covering,  containing  any 
of  the  above-named  substances,  compounds,  preparations,  or  derivatives 
is  labelled  and  such  label  is  printed  on  red  paper  in  distinct  white  letters 
or  in  distinct  red  letters  on  white  paper,  with  the  word  "Poison"  in  letters 
not  less  in  size  than  any  other  letters  used  on  the  label,  and  in  no  case 
smaller  than  required  by  regulation  seventeen  (e)  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  enforcement  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  of  June  30,  1906, 
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and  the  skull  and  crossbones  device,  together  with  the  names  of  one  or 
more  suitable  antidotes  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  person,  firm  or 
corporation  manufacturing,  shipping,  importing  or  selling  the  same." 

The  above  provisions  are  most  sweeping,  every  contingency  seems 
to  have  been  provided  for,  and  there  is  practically  an  absolute  embargo 
placed  on  every  drug  and  its  salts,  derivatives  and  compounds,  included 
in  the  list  of  prohibited  articles. 

Now,  although  the  pharmacy  laws  of  the  different  states  would  seem 
to  provide  sufficiently  for  the  regulation  of  traffic  in  poisonous  drugs,  still 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  additional  protection  of  i  general 
national  law,  provided  it  was  wisely  drawn.  But  this  law  is  simply  ridicu- 
lous. Its  author  or  authors  were  so  anxious  to  include  everything  in  this 
universal  drag  net  that  they  seem  to  have  taken  the  index  of  the  U.  S. 
Dispensatory  and,  following  it  through,  have  put  down  in  alphabetical  order 
every  drug  or  chemical  on  the  entire  list  which  might  possess  the  slightest 
poisonous  properties;  then,  grouping  them  together  in  this  bill  in  a  sort 
of  Index  Expurgatorius,  they  have  attempted  to  restrict  their  sale  under  the 
plea  that  they  are  either  "poisons"  or  "habit-forming"  drugs.  They  have 
made  one  grand  mess  of  the  whole  business,  for  they  have  not  only 
included  many  articles  not  used  at  all  in  medicine,  but  also  numerous 
family  remedies  which  are  in  popular  and  everyday  use.  Furthermore, 
some  of  the  oldest  and  best  preparations  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia 
are  on  the  list,  while,  horror  of  horrors,  out  of  467  preparations  of  the 
dearly  beloved  and  most  immaculate  National  Formulary,  129  will  come 
under  the  ban. 

As  I  have  said,  the  bill  is  most  sweeping  in  its  provisions.  There  are 
no  exemptions  (as  in  Section  1),  but  every  "person,  firm  or  corporation" 
must  comply  with  the  law.  Note  also  that  it  specifies  not  only  the  drug 
itself,  but  also  its  "salts,  derivatives  and  compounds"  and  that  every  one 
of  these  shall  be  labeled  with  a  special  display  label  in  red  and  white,  with 
the  word  POISON,  the  skull  and  crossbones  device,  the  names  of  one  or 
more  suitable  antidotes,  and  the  name  of  the  person,  firm  or  corporation 
manufacturing,  selling,  etc.,  the  same.  A  careful  analysis  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Section  2  will  reveal  many  absurdities  and  inconsistencies.  To  *do 
this  let  us  take  up  the  list  of  specified  "poisons,"  etc.,  and  note  just  what 
preparations  would  come  under  its  rules. 

Antimony. — Tartrate  of  antimony  and  potassium  (tartar  emetic)  is  a 
salt  of  antimony.  Syrupus  scillae  comp.  U.  S.  P.  contains  this  salt  and 
's,  therefore,  clearly  a  "preparation  or  compound"  containing  the  same. 
Imagine  "Cox's  Hive  Syrup,"  with  a  POISON,  skull  and  crossbones  and 
list  of  antidotes  on  it. 

Lead. — Emplastrum  plumbi,  and  all  other  plasters  containing  it,  ung. 
diachylonis,  liq.  plumbi  subacet.,  also  the  common  "lead  water  and  lauda- 
num" mixture  are  all  "preparations  and  compounds"  containing  lead  and, 
therefore,  "poisons." 

Zinc. — Ung.  zinc  oxidi  is  a  "preparation  and  compound"  of  zinc,  most 
certainly.  Fancy  labeling  this,  one  of  the  most  harmless  remedies  in  the 
pharmacopoeia,  with  a  POISON  label,  skull  and  crossbones,  and  list  of 
antidotes.  And  pray,  what  would  be  the  "antidote"  for  zinc  ointment  im- 
properly applied?  Soap  and  water?  And  query  also:  the  white  lead  and 
zinc  white  of  the  paint  manufacturers  are  clearly  "preparations"  of  zinc 
and  lead.  Is  every  keg  to  be  labeled  with  a  POISON  label,  etc.?  What 
will  the  Lead  Trust  say? 

Mercury. — How  about  pil.  hydrarg.  and  ung.  hydrarg. ?  They  are  un- 
doubtedly "preparations"  of  mercury.  Must  they  be  labeled  "POISON," 
etc.?  Is  the  statesman  who,  in  his  country's  "interest"  has  been  out  late 
at  night,  and  who  seeks  in  his  morning  pill,  relief  from  that  "beautiful 
dark  brown  taste"  that  so  often  results  from  excessive  "patriotism,"  is  he 
to  be  confronted  with  a  staring  skull  and  crossbones?    Perish  the  thought! 

Belladonna. — The  ordinary  porous  belladonna  plasters  sold  in  every 
drug  store  are  "preparations"  of  belladonna.  Wouldn't  they  look  "fine" 
with  a  poison  label  on  them?  And  wouldn't  Mr.  Pills  have  an  easy  time 
convincing  a  nervous  old  lady  that  the  plaster  was  not  injurious? 

Damiana. — Is  this  a  "poisonous"  or  "habit-forming"  drug?  H.  C. 
Wood  says  it  is  a  "fake."  It  may  be  a  mild  diuretic,  but  no  one  has  ever 
said  it  was  poisonous — not  even  the  "Mormon  Elders." 

Paregoric. — Mistura  glycyrrhizae  comp.  U.  S.  P.  contains  both  paregoric 
(preparation  of  opium)  and  vinum  antimonii  (preparation  of  antimony). 
Is  the  dear  old  "Brown  Mixture"  of  our  forefathers  to  be  labeled  a  poison? 
Why,  all  the  "grannies"  in  the  land  would  shout  with  derision  at  such 
foolishness.  (To  be  concluded  in  December  Review.) 
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Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN-  M.D.,  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 

In  the  "Berlin  Klin.  Woch"  L.  Elinor  made  a  great  study  of 
Quinquand's  sign  and  its  frequency  among  abstainers,  alcoholics, 
hysterics,  tabetics  and  victims  of  vicious  nervous  diseases.  He  tells 
the  story  of  the  origin  of  the  sign.  Quinquand,  it  seems,  asked  his 
students  to  spread  their  fingers  and  place  the  tips  at  right  angles 
against  the  palm  of  his  hand.  They  did  so,  and  without  saying  a 
word,  he  looked  at  two  of  them  ironically  and  shook  his  head  warn- 
ingly  at  some  others.  A  month  later  he  died  without  explaining  his 
act.  One  of  his  students  discovered  the  essential  meaning  of  the 
test,  and  to  the  sign  gave  the  name  of  his  master  and  declared 
that  it  prevailed  among  alcoholics ;  and  Minor  says  that  Quinquand's 
sign  is  neither  a  specific  nor  pathognomic  sign  of  alcoholism,  and 
is  frequently  present  in  very  moderate  drinkers,  and  in  some  total 
abstainers  !  It  is  more  frequent  in  tabes  dorsalis  than  in  any  other 
disease;  hysteria  comes  next,  and  alcoholism  ranks  third  or  even 
fourth.   

In  nervous  apoplexy  I  have  observed  evident  advantages  from 
aconitine.   

Carey  claims  that  potassium  phosphate  is  the  only  remedy 
when  nervous  symptoms  arise  due  to  exhaustion  of  the  nerve-fluid 
from  any  cause.   

N.  B.  Ross  reports  a  case  of  unusually  low  temperature  (Amer- 
ican Med.)  following  status  epileptics  in  a  boy  ioj  years  of  age. 
The  boy's,  last  illness  began  July  25,  1905,  with  a  temperature  of 
990  F.,  rising  to  1030  F.  in  two  days.  The  temperature  fell  slowly 
till  August  1  and  then  it  began  to  fall  rapidly,  reaching  a  minimum 
of  96.40  F.;  at  noon  it  was  86°  F.,  at  8  P.  M.  it  was  81 0  F.  Death 
took  place  at  10.35  P.  M.  In  each  of  the  last  three  records  the  tem- 
perature was  taken  by  rectum,  the  thermometer  being  left  in  place 
twenty  minutes.   

In  the  Cleveland  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  ThershofT 
calls  attention  to  peculiar  symptoms  produced  by  eating  grape-fruit. 
Workmen  who  peel  this  fruit  are  subject  to  dizziness  and  sometimes 
to  epileptic  fits.  It  would  be  interesting  and  worth  while  to  stud}r 
and  experiment  with  this  valuable  fruit. 

M.  Olivier  (in  Rev.  de  Physch.)  gives  proofs  that  general  par- 
alysis may  involve  old  men,  and  he  furnishes  statistics  from  the 
asylum  at  Blois  of  139  cases  ;  three  were  between  60  and  70  years 
of  age.  The  diagnosis  is  difficult,  cases  being  usually  regarded 
as  due  to  senile  dementia  from  cerebral  arteriosclerosis. 

Dr.  Spitzka,  in  his  treatise  on  human  brain  (issued  by  the 
Philosophical  Society  of  Philadelphia)  declares  that  the  white 
matter  of  the  corpus  callosum,  which  unites  the  cerebral  hemi- 
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spheres  and  the  fibers  of  which  radiate  so  extensively,  deter- 
mines the  quality  and  usefulness  of  the  brain.  Dr.  Spitzka  declares 
that  idiocy  and  mental  insufficiency  have  their  seat  in  the  disease 
or  imperfect  development  of  the  corpus  callosum. 

In  my  hands  hyoscyamin  in  doses  of  1/120  to  1/60  of  a  grain 
has  proven  to  be  a  safer  and  more  efficient  hypnotic  in  acute  mania 
than  hyoscin  in  similar  doses. 

I  have  found  in  nervousness,  restlessness  and  fidgetiness,  when 
these  symptoms  accompany  insomnia  a  full  dose  of  cicutine  hydro- 
bromate  will  produce  a  quiet  sleep  and  a  sense  of  ease  and  calmness. 

In  nymphomania,  camphor  monobromated  in  five-grain  doses 
does  good  work,  and  in  some  cases  it  is  also  necessary  to  remove 
patient  from  male  influences,  erotic  literature  or  plays ;  keep  patient 
among  females,  and  in  a  few  cases  the  removal  of  clitoris  may  be 
necessary.   

The  Albany  Medical  Annals  for  May  points  out  that  all  methods 
of  treatment  advised  for  neuralgia  have  one  feature  in  common  and 
that  is  that  they  are  always  symptomatic.  Schlesinger,  in  the 
Deutsche  Med.  Woch,  emphasizes  the  fact  that  all  forms  of  stretch- 
ing the  sciatic  nerve  have  been  of  no  avail  in  the  treatment  of 
sciatics.  He  also  calls  attention  to  the  anesthetic  properties  of  cold 
solutions  either  in  the  nature  of  cold  applications  of  ethyl  chloride 
or  ether  spray,  and  has  employed  cold  salt  solution  in  injections  in 
the  treatment  of  neuralgia. 

Ice  application  in  sciatica  directly  over  painful  spot  gives  one 
good  results,  and  methylene  blue  promptly  lessens  the  pains. 

When  paralysis  is  due  to  actual  organic  change,  caffeine  to 
stimulate  the  brain,  hypophosphite  of  lime  to  aid  in  the  formation 
of  nerve  tissue  and  strychnin  hypophosphite  constitutes  a  very 
good  sort  of  a  treatment.  Am  now  trying  the  active  principle  of 
"avena"  and  will  report  later. 

An  unusual  cause  of  hemiplegia  is  recorded  by  Perrochaud 
from  inhalation  of  oxide  of  carbon.  The  face  was  not  involved, 
but  the  attack  began  with  coma,  which  continued,  more  or  less 
complete,  for  four  days. 

In  twenty  tabetic  patients  examined  by  Biernacky,  of  Warsaw, 
he  found  on  pressure  upon  the  ulnaris  in  the  sulcus  ulnaris  at 
the  elbow  that  fourteen  times  on  both  sides  and  once  on  one  side 
there  was  no  sensation  of  pain.  In  all  other  diseases  of  the  spinal 
cord  afterward  examined  by  Biernacky  this  symptom  was  absent. 
He  therefore  considers  it  a  pathognomonic  symptom  of  tabes. 
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Chrosteck,  of  Vienna,  observed  a  tabetic  patient  in  whom  a 
great  many  cerebral  nerves  were  diseased,  even  the  seldom-affected 
facial  nerve.  A  symmetry  of  breathing  was  particularly  noticeable, 
the  left  half  of  the  thoraxbeing  much  less  active  than  the  right. 

Mankind  has  always  within  the  period  of  written  records  re- 
garded mental  defect  and  aberration  as  due  to  fantastic'  causes. 
To  this  day  we  use  the  word  "lunatic"  for  one  of  the  two  typical 
forms  of  mental  aberration,  we  simply  imply  that  the  moon  is  con- 
cerned in  its  production.  The  other  form  of  brain  failure  has  appro- 
priated the  term  "idiot,"  which  it  is  surprising  to  find  was  less  than 
two  centuries  ago  applied  in  common  speech  to  any  person  who 
was  characterized  by  independence  of  judgment. — Lauvester  in 
London  Telegraph.   

E.  Mendell,  of  Berlin,  gives  an  exceedingly  clear  account  of 
hallucinatory  delirium,  to  which  most  post-febrile  and  post-opera- 
tive psychoses  belong.  The  two  most  marked  characteristics  are 
the  hallucinations  and  the  delirium.  There  is  no  fever.  It  usually 
begins  suddenly.  The  prognosis  is  favorable.  The  treatment  is 
more  dietetic  than  medicinal.  Tonics  are  useful,  and  at  times  warm 
baths  or  wet  packs  will  allay  the  restlessness.  Hypnotics  should  be 
avoided.   

An  excellent  summary  of  what  is  known  about  transmission 
of  personal  character  from  parents  to  children  is  given  by  Prof.  L. 
Guenor  in  his  Annual  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute.  There 
seems  to  be  a  definite  proportion  according  to  which  is  transmitted 
to  the  offspring  a  large  lower  jaw  or  lips  or  a  shortness  of  stature 
or  certain  diseases  and  mental  traits.  Mendell's  law  records  that  of 
two  opposite  species,  children  of  the  first  generation  will  combine 
trai's  and  children  of  the  second  generation  will  be  in  the  following 
proportion :  one  like  the  grandfather,  two  like  the  father  and  mother, 
and  one  like  the  grandmother.  Applying,  therefore,  these  laws  of 
heredity  to  man.  for  sake  of  posterity,  marriages  should  not  occur 
between  families  with  like  parent  or  latent  defects  either  physical 
or  mental. 


.Materia  -Pledica  and  fherapeatic$ 

EDITED  BY 

JOHN   WILLIAM    FYFE,  WL.  ID. 
Short  Articles  giving  definite  indications  for  remedies  are  solicited,  and  may  be  s»nt  to  Dr.  J.  W.  FTTE,  Saugatuck,  Ct 

The  Third  Row  in  My  Medicine  Case. 

XI.     NATRUM  SULPHURICUM  SODIUM  SULPHATE. 

The  sulphate  of  sodium  (also  known  as  Glauber's  salt)  in  small 
doses  of  triturations  has  been  extensively  employed  in  many  wrongs 
of  life  with  satisfactory  results.     Its  action  in  general  is  that  of 
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an  energetic  medicament  in  all  gastric  bilious  conditions,  accumula- 
tion of  water  in  the  areolar  tissues,  yellow  watery  secretions  of  the 
skin,  or  yellow  scales  forming  an  eruption  of  vesicles.  It  is  also  an 
excellent  remedy  in  affections  caused  by  excessive  secretion  of  bile. 
Its  most  marked  indication  is  a  dirty  greenish-gray  or  greenish-brown 
coating  on  the  root  of  the  tongue. 

Natrum  sulphuricum  is  a  very  efficient  remedy  in  diseases  caused 
by  living  in  damp  houses,  or  by  exposure  in  long  continued  damp 
weather.  It  is  also  employed  with  much  advantage  in  asthma  ac- 
companied by  cough  and  raising  of  a  gtairy  expectoration  and  asso- 
ciated with  vomiting  of  a  greenish  substance  after  eating.  In  asth- 
matic breathing  caused  by  a  bronchial  catarrh  which  is  always  worse 
in  damp  weather,  the  sulphate  of  sodium  is  used  with  benefit,  and  in 
catarrh  of  the  mucous  membranes  in  general  when  characterized  by 
a  tendency  to  profuse  secretion  of  greenish  mucus,  its  action  is  un- 
mistakably curative.  In  coughs  with  thick,  ropy  and  yellowish-green 
expectoration,  it  exercises  a  decidedly  corrective  influence,  and  in 
diarrhea,  especially  when  the  stools  are  watery  and  greenish  in  appear- 
ance, it  is  beneficially  employed. 

"Natrum  sulphuricum  is  one  of  the  most  frequently  needed 
remedies  in  cases  of  chronic  diarrhea  when  the  leading  characteristic 
is  the  loose  morning  stool.  The  flatulent  symptoms  are  usually  prom- 
inent features  but  not  necessarily  present.  Aggravation  in  damp 
weather  is  an  important  indication  for  this  agent.  It  is  also  a  valu- 
able remedy  in  the  greenish  diarrhea  of  scarlatina,  and  in  the  chronic 
hereditary  looseness  of  the  bowels  of  old  women,  much  benefit  is 
derived  from  its  use."  (Bell.) 

In  gastric  derangements,  with  acidity  and  indigestion,  especially 
when  caused  by  the  use  of  too  much  fat  food,  it  acts  beneficially  by 
aiding  in  the  process  of  emulsifying  fat,  and  in  gastric  wrongs 
characterized  by  excess  of  bile,  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth,  vomiting 
of  bitter  fluid,  greenish-gray  or  greenish-brown  coating  on  the 
tongue,  as  well  by  diarrhea  with  dark  green  stools,  headache,  giddi- 
ness, lassitude,  "heart-burn"  and  copious  formation  of  gas,  it  con- 
stitutes a  frequently  needed  remedy.  Sick-headache  associated  with 
diarrhea  or  vomiting  of  bile,  comes  within  the  curative  range  of  the 
sulphate  of  sodium,  and  in  colicky  pain  with  giddiness  and  a  greenish- 
gray  coated  tongue,  it  is  a  remedy  of  usefulness.  Attacks  of  head- 
ache during  menstruation  which  are  frequently  sudden  in  their  onset, 
and  characterized  by  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  with  heat 
on  top  of  the  head,  a  sensation  of  pressure  in  and  through  the  head, 
despondency,  vertigo  and  dullness,  are  often  promptly  relieved  by 
this  drug.  In  occipital  headache,  with  severe  pain  at  the  base  of 
the  brain,  it  is  also  a  good  remedy. 

In  intermittent  fever,  especially  when  characterized  by  a  green- 
ish or  bronze  colored  coating  on  the  tongue,  and  a  yellow  discolora- 
tion of.  the  conjunctivae,  sodium  sulphate  is  employed  with  grati- 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


321 


fying  results,  and  in  congestion  of  the  liver,  with  soreness  and  sharp 
pain,  it  may  well  constitute  a  leading  part  of  the  treatment. 

Natrum  phosphoricum  has  been  extensively  employed  in  dia- 
betes, and  the  results  secured  have  often  been  superior  to  those  ob- 
tained from  many  more  frequently  employed  remedies.  Its  thera- 
peutic action  in  this  important  condition  should  be  more  thoroughly 
investigated.  ' 

"While  these  two  salts,  natrum  muriaticum  and  natrum  sulphur- 
icum,  both  act  with  water,  they  act  in  almost  opposite  directions. 
Both  have  the  property  of  attracting  water,  but  for  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent purpose.  Natrum  muriaticum  attracts  the  water  that  is  to  be 
used  in  the  system  and  distributes  it  equally  to  the  different  parts 
of  the  system,  while  natrum  sulphuricum  attracts  the  water  due  to 
retrograde  metamorphosis,  and  eliminates  it  from  the  system.  It 
takes  away  the  water  from  the  worn-out  leucocytes  and  thereby  ac- 
complishes their  disintegration. 

"This  explains  why  this  is  one  of  our  very  best  remedies  in 
ague  and  other  malarial  diseases.  While  it  will  not  act  so  rapidly 
in  eliminating  the  water  from  the  system  as  jaborandi  and  other 
powerful  diaphoretics  and  thus  prevent  a  chill,  it  is  a  much  better 
curative  agent. 

"In  intermittent  fever  and  malaria  it  is  one  of  our  best  rem- 
edies. It  is  also  a  most  excellent  remedy  in  diabetes  mellitus  or 
insipidus.  I  have  had  better  success  with  this  remedy  than  any  other 
I  have  used  for  these  persistent  conditions.  In  the  case  of  a  baby 
the  skin  was  dry  and  harsh,  tongue  coated  slightly  yellow,  tempera- 
ture slightly  elevated,  and  there  was  great  thirst.  The  specific  grav- 
ity of  the  urine  was  1045  and  it  was  heavily  loaded  with  sugar. 
Natrum  sulphuricum  was  given  regularly  in  five-grain  doses  of  the 
third  trituration  every  four  hours.  Within  a  month  the  sugar  was 
reduced  one-half  and  the  specific  gravity  to  1030.  In  another  month 
the  sugar  was  only  one-fourth  of  what  it  was  at  first  and  the  specific 
gravity  was  1020.  In  four  months  there  was  not  a  trace  of  sugar 
and  the  urine  showed  a  specific  gravity  of  1015.  The  quantity  of 
urine  was  then  normal."  (Kinnett.) 

In  rheumatic  arthritis,  especially  when  the  pains  shift  from  one 
joint  to  another,  the  sulphate  of  sodium  is  of  considerable  value,  and 
in  diseases  of  the  bones  in  which  there  is  apparently  pain  in  the 
bones,  cracking  of  the  joints  and  stiffness,  it  is  used  with  some  ben- 
efit. It  is  also  deemed  a  remedy  of  merit  in  erysipelas,  especially 
in  the  smooth  form  with  tingling  or  painful  swelling  of  the  skin,  and 
in  infiltrated  inflammation  of  the  skin  its  influence  is  corrective.  In 
chronic  gonorrhea,  especially  when  there  is  a  persistent  yellowish  or 
greenish  discharge  of  thick  consistency,  natrum  sulph.  constitutes  a 
medicament  of  curative  power,  and  in  leucorrhea  when  the  discharge 
is  so  acid  and  corrosive  that  it  severely  inflames  the  parts  involved, 
its  continued  use  will  do  much  toward  relieving  the  sufferings  of 
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the  patient.  It  is  also  of  value  in  urinary  wrongs  in  which  there  is 
a  sandy  deposit  or  brick-dust-like  substance  in  the  urine,  and  it  is 
often  found  useful  in  the  treatment  of  children  who  cannot  retain 
their  urine  throughout  the  night. 

Indications. — Dirty  greenish-gray  or  greenish-biown  coating  on 
the  tongue;  violent,  pulsating  headache,  worse  on  top  of  the  head; 
sick  headache,  with  bilious  diarrhea  or  vomiting  of  bile,  and  colicky 
pain;  sallow  or  jaundiced  appearance  of  the  face;  bitter  taste  and 
thick,  tenacious  slime  in  the  mouth;  pharyngeal  catarrh,  with  pro- 
fuse, thick,  tenacious  discharge;  lithic  deposits  in  the  urine;  brick- 
dust-like  coloring  matter  in  the  urine;  excessive  secretion  of  urine, 
especially  if  diabetic;  pus  and  mucus  in  the  urine;  menses  profuse, 
acrid  and  corrosive;  cough,  with  thick,  ropy,  greenish  pus-like  expec- 
toration; eruptions  containing  yellow,  watery  secretion;  cedematous 
inflammations  of  the  skin;  jaundiced  skin. 

Dose. — Third  trituration,  5  to  15  grains. 

Usual  prescription. — ]J  Natrum  Sul.,  3X,  gr.  xx  to  oi.,  water, 
giv.  M.  Sig.  Dose  one  teaspoonful  every  half  hour  to  every  two 
hours. 


Remedies  in  Ophthalmic  Practice. 

An  article  on  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  by  Dr.  C.  F. 
Francis,  of  Chicago,  which  will  prove  of  great  usefulness  to  the 
young  practitioner,  appeared  in  the  October  number  of  Ellingwood's 
Therapeutist.    In  part  the  doctor  says : 

"  'Eye  Waters/ — Under  this  heading  will  be  considered  boracic 
acid,  sodium  biborate,  sterile  water  and  normal  salt  solution,  all  of 
which  are  commonly  used  at  different  times  in  the  preparation  of 
so-called  colyrii. 

"Briefly,  the  indications  for  these  remedies,  regardless  of  what 
the  disease  may  be,  are :  redness  or  swelling  of  the  conjunctivae  of 
the  globe  or  lids;  or  of  the  lids  themselves,  enlarged  blood  vessels, 
enlarged  follicles  in  the  conjunctivae,  ulcer  or  injury  of  the  cornea 
or  conjunctivae;  mucus;  mucopurulent  or  purulent  discharge;  itching, 
smarting  or  burning  of  the  'eyes,'  and  increased  or  decreased  lachry- 
mation.  One  of  these  remedies  should  always  be  used  freely  after 
the  removal  of  a  foreign  body,  which  has  been  imbedded  in  the  cornea. 

"Boracic  acid  is  more  especially  indicated  in  the  acute  cases, 
with  a  discharge  from  the  conjunctival  sac,  and  in  ulceration  or  in- 
jury of  the  cornea  or  conjunctivae :  Tt  possesses  more  antiseptic  power 
than  the  other  remedies  mentioned. 

"Borax  solution  is  directly  indicated  in  the  chronic  cases,  with 
little  or  no  discharge,  with  itching  or  burning,  and  increased  or 
decreased  lachrymation.  Boracic  acid  and  sodium  biborate  should 
always  be  used  in  the  strength  of  a  saturated  solution,  and  slightly 
warm.  Normal  salt  solution  and  sterile  water  should  only  be  used 
in  the  absence  of  the  above  remedies.    The  physician  should  always 
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dispense  these  remedies  himself.  It  is  legitimate  to  color  the  solution 
with  a  few  drops  of  a  1  to  2000  potassium  permanganate  solution, 
or  with  the  same  quantity  of  a  5  per  cent,  argyrol  solution. 

"The  normal  conjunctival  sac,  including  the  cornea,  is  constant- 
ly invaded  by  a  variety  of  micro-organisms.  These  bacteria  seem 
to  do  little  or  no  harm,  except  when  owing  to  'exposure  to  cold,' 
certain  forms  of  disease  or  traumatism,  foreign  bodies,  etc.,  the  con- 
junctivae is  so  changed  that  they  find  a  point  of  entrance  and  soon 
produce  some  variety  of  inflammation  or  ulceration  of  the  conjunc- 
tivas or  cornea. 

"Antiseptics  and  germicides  of  sufficient  strength  to  destroy  bac- 
teria, cannot  be  used  in  the  eye  without  injury  to  that  organ.  We 
must  therefore  use  our  solutions  in  such  quantities,  and  often  enough 
to  wash  away  the  germs,  and  to  keep  them  washed  away  until  such 
time  as  the  tissues  have  sufficiently  recovered  to  resist  further  invasion. 

"The  use  of  large  quantities  of  mild  antiseptic  solutions  in  the 
conjunctival  sac  at  frequent  intervals,  is  the  key  to  successful  treat- 
ment of  many  of  the  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  conjunctivae  and 
cornea;  and  is  a  method  almost  entirely  neglected  by  a  large  majority 
of  the  physicians  in  general  practice.  It  does  not  matter  materially 
whether  We  use  boric  acid,  borax,  normal  salt  solution  or  sterile  water, 
provided  the  solution  be  sterile,  and  used  in  sufficient  quantity,  and 
used  often. 

"We  should  get  into  the  habit  of  irrigating  the  eye,  instead  of 
dropping  in  a  few  drops  of  'eye  water.'  In  acute  catarrhal  conjunc- 
tivitis of  mild  severity,  I  would  say  that  the  ordinary  medicine  drop- 
per should  be  filled  at  least  five  or  six  times  and  poured  'into  the 
eye'  every  hour  or  two.  In  chronic  cases  this  quantity  used  three 
times  a  day  is  sufficient.  In  purulent  or  gonorrheal  ophthalmia,  it 
often  becomes  necessary  to  direct  that  the  eye  be  irrigated  almost 
constantly  with  an  irrigator  or  fountain  syringe  containing  one  of 
the  above  solutions.  Too  much  force  of  the  stream  should  be  avoided 
by  placing  the  irrigator  not  more  than  one  or  two  feet  above  the 
patient's  head. 

•"Morphine. — This  remedy  is  mentioned  here  simply  to  be  con- 
demned. I  believe  it  should  never  be  placed  in  any  solution  to  be 
used  in  the  eye. 

"Cocain. — Cocain  should  never  be  used  in  the  eye  except  when 
some  operative  procedure  is  to  be  undertaken,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
examination.  A  four  per  cent,  solution  is  the  proper  strength  to  use. 
A  few  drops  of  this  is  sufficient  for  the  removal  of  foreign  bodies, 
etc.,  while  for  operations  on  the  eye  it  is  necessary  to  use  six  to 
eight  drops  each  time  and  to  repeat  at  intervals  of  from  three  to 
five  minutes  until  it  has  been  used  three  or  four  times.  The  anes- 
thetic effect  is  greatest  at  the  end  of  about  ten  minutes. 

"Cocain  causes  the  patient  to  wink  less  frequently,  thereby  ex- 
posing the  cornea  to  the  air  for  longer  periods  of  time  with  a  ten- 
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dency  to  dryness.  The  infrequent  winking  also  permits  bacteria  to 
collect  on  the  cornea  which  otherwise  would  be  brushed  away  by 
the  normal  motion  of  the  lids.  The  tendency  to  ulceration  of  the 
cornea  is  decidedly  increased  by  the  prolonged  use  of  this  remedy. 

Atropin. — The  indication  above  all  others  which  calls  for  the 
use  of  .atropin  in  the  eye  is  the  so-called  'circumcorneal  zone  of  red- 
ness.' This  may  be  described  as  a  pinkish  or  purplish-red  flush, 
immediately  surrounding  the  cornea  and  extending  away  from  it  but 
a  short  distance.  It  seems  to  be  made  up  of  very  small  hair-like 
blood  vessels  which  radiate  in  all  directions  from  the  margin  of  the 
cornea.  They  are  more  or  less  straight,  deep  seated,  and  do  not 
move  when  the  conjunctiva  is  moved. 

"This  symptom  does  not  occur  in  diseases  of  the  conjunctiva 
alone,  but  is  associated  with  disease  of  the  cornea  and  sclera,  and 
the  deeper  structures  of  the  eye.  The  redness  is  not  the  brick-red 
color  which  is  present  in  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva  alone.  In 
that  condition  the  blood  vessels  are  large  and  tortuous  and  the  red- 
ness more  pronounced  away  from  the  cornea,  and  toward  the  fornix; 
and  the  blood  vessels  move  when  the  conjunctiva  is  moved. 

"Other  indications  for  atropin  are :  a  contracted  pupil  which 
responds  sluggishly  or  not  at  all  to  light;  severe  pain  in  the  brow 
or  parietal  region,  which  is  worse  at  night,  and  manifestly  due  to 
the  inflammation  in  the  eye.  Atropin  should  always  be  used  in  per- 
forating injuries  of  the  eye-ball  to  place  the  eye  at  rest,  and  min- 
imize the  tendency  to  inflammation.  Ordinarily  a  one  per  cent,  solu- 
tion should  be  directed,  using  two  or  three  drops  every  three  to  six 
hours  as  required. 

"The  use  of  this  remedy  in  refraction  work,  and  to  facilitate  the 
examination  of  the  fundus,  is  too  well-known  to  require  mention 
here.  Atropin  is  contraindicated  whenever  the  tension  of  the  eyeball 
is  above  normal. 

"Argyrol. — For  the  man  in  general  practice,  I  believe  this  rem- 
edy should  displace  nitrate  of  silver  entirely  in  his  eye  work.  The 
remedy  may  be  used  in  almost  any  strength  without  injury  to  the 
eye.  Argyrosis  seldom  ever  occurs.  For  painting  the  conjunctivae 
of  the  lids,  or  dropping  into  the  eye,  by  the  physician,  a  20  per  cent, 
solution  is  the  correct  strength.  After  being  allowed  to  remain  on 
the  conjunctiva  for  a  few  seconds  or  more  it  should  be  freely  washed 
away  with  boracic  acid  solution.  When  giving  it  to  the  patient  to 
be  used  at  home,  which  should  seldom,  if  ever  be  done,  not  more 
than  half  this  strength  should  be  used. 

"It  is  astringent  and  germicidal,  and  indicated  in  any  disease 
of  the  conjunctivae,  where  the  papillae  or  follicles  are  enlarged  or 
the  conjunctiva  roughened.  It  is  one  of  our  very  best  remedies  in 
purulent  or  gonorrheal  conjunctivitis.  Use  three  or  four  drops  in 
the  eye  three  times  a  day.  For  painting  the  lids  in  trachoma,  after 
the  granules  have  been  expressed,  it  should  be  used  every  second  day. 
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"Potassium  Permanganate. — This  remedy  is  indicated  wher- 
ever the  gonococcus  is  found.  It  should  be  used  in  a  1  :  3000  solu- 
tion. In  gonorrheal  conjunctivitis,  the  eye  should  be  irrigated  with 
this  solution  about  every  six  hours.  It  undoubtedly  has  a  marked 
effect  in  this  disease. 

"Hot  Wet  Dressings.  —  These  dressings  changed  every  two 
hours  during  the  day,  and  every  four  hours  at  night,  are  of  great 
service  in  certain  diseases  of  the  eye.  They  are  indicated  in  all 
cases  where  infection  is  pronounced,  and  the  nutrition  of  the  cornea 
is  impaired ;  as  indicated  by  haziness,  inflammation,  or  ulceration  of 
this  tissue.  They  stimulate  absorption  and  nutrition,  and  subdue 
swelling  and  inflammation. 

"Quite  a  large  quantity  of  cotton  is  wet  in  a  hot  saturated  solu- 
tion of  boric  acid,  wrung  partially  dry,  and  placed  over  the  eye; 
this  is  covered  with  six  or  eight  thicknesses  of  gauze  and  the  whole 
dressing  quickly  covered  with  oiled  silk.  When  properly  applied  and 
used  according  to  indications,  it  is  a  most  reliable  agent. 

"Cold  Compresses. — Cold  is  indicated  in  the  early  stage  of  eye 
disease.  In  acute  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva  and  lids,  with 
great  swelling,  heat  and  burning,  it  gives  prompt  relief.  In  pene- 
trating wounds  of  the  globe  it  should  be  applied  early  to  lessen  the 
liability  to  extension  of  inflammation.  As  a  means  to  prevent  'black 
eye'  following  a  blow  or  other  injury,  it  is  excellent.  In  an  effort 
to  abort  styes,  it  is  sometimes  of  service.  Since  cold  impairs  the 
nutrition  of  the  cornea,  it  should  not  be  used  too  long  at  a  time ; 
particularly  in  those  diseases  where  ulceration  of  the  cornea  is  likely 
to  occur. 

"The  best  method  of  applying  cold  is  to  use  the  so-called  ice- 
compresses.  These  are  made  by  shaping  cotton  into  spheres  about 
the  size  of  a  small  orange  and  covering  them  with  one  thickness  of 
gauze.  Place  a  cake  of  ice  in  a  bowl  beside  the  patient's  head,  put 
about  four  of  these  compresses  on  the  ice,  first  wetting  them  a  little 
so  they  will  not  adhere  to  the  ice,  and,  with  the  patient  lying  down, 
place  one  of  these  compresses  over  the  closed  lid  for  a  minute  or 
two,  then  place  it  back  on  the  ice,  putting  another  in  its  place,  chang- 
ing in  this  manner  from  one-half  to  an  hour,  then  rest  for  two  hours, 
when  the  process  may  be  repeated. 

"Hydrargyrum  Oxidum  Flavum. — The  yellow  oxide  of  mer- 
cury has  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  bleph- 
aritis marginalis,  and  corneal  scar.  It  is  also  used  in  follicular  con- 
junctivitis and  in  thickening  of  the  conjunctivae  from  any  cause.  Six 
grains  of  the  powder  should  be  placed  in  a  glass  mortar,  and  dis- 
solved with  half  a  dram  of  glycerin.  To  this,  add  one  ounce  of 
white  vaselin  and  carefully  work  the  mercury  in,  until  the  whole  is 
a  smooth  yellow  mass. 

"For  corneal  scar,  place  a  quantity  nearly  the  size  of  a  lentil  into 
the  lower  fornix,  then,  with  the  eye  closed,  massage  the  cornea  gently 
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through  the  upper  lid.  Use  it  once  a  day  at  night.  It  should  not 
be  used  in  the  eye  until  the  acute  stage  of  inflammation  has  subsided. 
In  blepharitis  marginalis  the  crusts  should  be  carefully  and  thorough- 
ly removed  with  warm  water  and  warm  borax  solution,  and  the  lids 
dried,  after  which  a  quantity  of  the  salve  should  be  thoroughly 
rubbed  into  the  lid  margins  and  hair  follicles.  This  may  be  repeated 
twice  daily.  This  remedy  should  never  be  used  in  the  eye  while 
the  patient  is  taking  any  form  of  the  iodides  internally. 

"Zinc  Sulphate. — I  use  this  remedy  but  little.  There  is  one 
condition,  however,  which  resists  other  lines  of  treatment  very  stub- 
bornly but  responds  readily  to  zinc  sulphate.  I  refer  to  an  infection 
by  the  Morax-Axenfeld  diplobacillus.  This  may  be  recognized  micro- 
scopically with  little  difficulty.  Clinically  it  resembles  ordinary  acute 
catarrhal  conjunctivitis,  but  is  more  persistent  and  inclined  to  chron- 
icity  unless  treated  by  zinc.  One  symptom  aids  materially  in  the  diag- 
nosis; this  is  an  erythema  of  the  skin  just  at  the  lid  margins,  par- 
ticularly at  either  angle  of  the  palpebral  fissure.  One  grain  of  sul- 
phate to  an  ounce  of  boric  solution,  is  the  strength  ordinarily  pre- 
scribed. Of  this  solution  two  drops  are  used  in  the  eye  three  times 
a  day. 

"Eserin. — Eserin  solution,  one-half  grain  to  the  ounce,  is  used 
to  lower  the  tension  of  the  globe  when  this  is  increased  from  any 
cause.  It  may  also  be  used  to  draw  the  iris  toward  the  pupillary 
space,  where  there  is  danger  of  perforation  in  marginal  ulcer  of  the 
cornea.  Use  one  drop  every  three  to  six  hours.  It  is  a  remedy  to 
be  relied  upon  in  chronic  simple  glaucoma.  In  acute  inflammatory 
glaucoma,  it  will  prevent  injury  to  the  nerve  head  until  an  iridactomy 
can  be  performed.  It  is  often  used  to  prevent  prolapse  of  the  iris 
into  the  wound  during  the  first  twenty-four  hours  following  the 
various  operations  necessitating  the  opening  of  the  eyeball. 

"The  use  of  constitutional  remedies  in  diseases  of  the  eye  often 
resolves  itself  into  treating  gout,  rheumatism,  nephritis,  syphilis, 
anaemia,  etc.  It  is  a  very  important  part  of  the  daily  work  of  the 
oculist  and  one  too  often  neglected.  Thorough  examination  should  be 
made  and  the  indicated  remedy  prescribed." 

Therapeutic  Optimism. 

The  careful  reader  of  medical  journal  literature  must  admit  that 
the  trend  of  medical  thought  is  swaying  toward  the  usefulness  of 
drug  therapy. 

The  theory  of  the  uselessness  of  drugs  in  combating  disease  is 
being  more  and  more  controverted  in  many  quarters.  In  its  place 
there  is  the  tendency  to  study  more  closely  those  agents  which,  in 
days  gone  by,  were  given  with  such  implicit  confidence. 

The  reign  of  drug  therapy  is  once  more  on  the  ascending  plane 
of  medical  thought  and  action.  In  order  that  it  should  attain  and 
hold  its  rightful  position  we  must  cast  aside  all  of  the  old  dogmas  that 
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prevented  advance  in  times  past.  We  must  realize  that  we  are  not 
to  combat  a  name ;  that  under  each  name,  or  diagnosis,  if  you  choose 
to  call  it,  are  gathered  together  many  conflicting  conditions ;  that 
almost  invariably  the  various  patients  classified  under  one  generic  term 
may  every  one  need  something  differing  from  the  rest  to  enable 
them  to  successfully  contend  with  their  departure  from  the  normal 
or  health,  and  regain  what  they  have  lost. 

The  term  diagnosis  should  have  two  entirely  different  meanings 
for  the  accomplished  drug  therapist.  The  first  is  that,  by  connect- 
ing all  the  various  symptoms  into  one  harmonious  whole,  he  is  en- 
abled to  give  a  name,  according  to  prescribed  medical  nomenclature, 
to  the  disease  for  the  benefit  of  patients  and  friends.  The  second  is 
that,  by  dissecting  the  various  conditions  which  go  to  make  up  its 
entirety,  he  can  intelligently  treat  them  by  the  appropriate  rem- 
edies. These  two  meanings  should  be  clear-cut  and  entirely 
separated ;  not  allowed  in  the  slightest  degree  to  invade  the  realm 
which  belongs  to  each  distinctively. 

Much  of  the  therapeutic  nihilism  is  due  to  the  fact  that  drugs 
have  been  said  to  be  useful  in  certain  diseases,  without  any  distinc- 
tive reason  why  any  particular  one  should  be  used  in  preference  to 
the  others.  Such  teaching  could  only  result  in  an  indiscriminate  use 
of  the  drugs  recommended  with  a  very  small  chance  of  a  successful 
outcome. 

Therapeutic  optimism  must  be  brought  about  by  a  different  line 
of  tactics.  Drugs  must  be  carefully  studied,  and  their  action  in  the 
various  parts  of  the  human  economy  more  closely  defined.  The  idea 
of  prescribing  at  a  name  must  be  abandoned.  We  must  desist  from 
declaring  that  such  and  such  drugs  will  cure  such  and  such  diseases, 
but  must  rather  inculcate  the  thought  that  each  patient  is  in  a  class 
by  himself  and  must  be  so  considered  and  treated.  —  Editorial  in 
Journal  of  Therapeutics  and  Dietetics. 


Society  ^Meetings 


Semi-Annual  Meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medical 

Association. 

The  fifty-third  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic 
Medical  Association  took  place  at  the  Allyn  House,  Hartford,  on 
the  13th  of  last  month.  On  calling  the  Association  to  order  Presi- 
dent Fyfe  made  an  address  in  which  he  urged  the  necessity  for  a 
more  thorough  organization  and  better  support  of  our  colleges. 
The  Association  voted  to  accept  the  plan  of  the  national  and  be- 
come an  auxiliary  to  it.  The  treasurer  was  directed  to  pay  the  per 
capita  dues.  Dr.  Massinger  presented  two  interesting  and  valuable 
papers.    Dr.  Webb  read  an  instructive  paper,  giving  his  experience 
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in  the  hypodermic  use  of  lobelia,  and  Dr.  Mulligan  reported  an  in- 
teresting case  of  suspended  animation. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Alexander  Wilder  was  reported  by  Dr.  Munn, 
who  spoke  feelingly  of  that  great  scholar.  Dr.  Wilder  frequently  at- 
tended the  meetings  of  this  Association,  and  will  be  greatly  missed, 
both  on  account  of  his  pleasing  personality  and  the  brilliant  papers 
which  he  often  presented  for  its  consideration.  F. 


Brooklyn  Therapeutic  Society. 

On  October  31,  1908,  the  Brooklyn  Therapeutic  Society  held 
its  second  meeting  at  the  office  of  Dr.  M.  B.  Pearlstien,  309  Hewes 
street,  Brooklyn,  at  9  P.  M.,  Dr.  A.  A.  Greenberg  presiding.  The 
secietary  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  and  they  were 
adopted  as  read.  A  motion  was  made  by  Dr.  M.  B.  Pearlstien 
and  was  unanimously  carried  to  extend  the  floor  to  the  Xew  York 
delegates,  Drs.  G.  W.  Thompson,  S.  A.  Hardy  and  C.  Brandenberg. 

Dr.  C.  Lloyd  read  a  very  interesting  paper  on  liatris.  Dr.  Bos- 
kowitz  read  a  paper  on  therapy.  Discussion  of  the  foregoing  papers 
then  followred,  and  Drs.  G.  W.  Thompson,  C.  Lloyd,  C.  Branden- 
berg and  T.  D.  Alderman  gave  their  views  on  the  subject. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  extend  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Drs.  Lloyd,  Thompson,  Boskowitz,  Brandenberg  and  Hardy  for 
their  very  interesting  papers  and  addresses. 

Dr.  M.  B.  Pearlstien  then  exhibited  several  specimens  of  fluids 
supposedly  used  as  intravenous  injection  for  tuberculosis,  and  then 
several  members  gave  their  views  on  the  matter.  A  motion  was 
made  by  Dr.  G.  W.  Boskowitz  and  was  carried  that  the  chairman 
appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  revise  the  constitution. 

The  revision  committee  is:  Drs.  G.  W.  Boskowitz,  M.  B.  Pearl- 
stien and  H.  Dincin. 

Collection  of  dues  followed. 

The  following  doctors  were  proposed:  H.  Harris,  H.  Dincin, 
A.  Palmatier,  A.  Alperine.  A.  B.  Wolf,  C.  Lloyd,  C.  Brandenberg, 
A.  E.  Martin-King,  S.  D.  K.  Greenberg,  S.  A.  Hardy,  G.  W.  Schaefer, 
G.  W.  Thompson,  M.  B.  McDermott,  O.  Ruzicker,  E.  De  Leo,  and 
their  names  submitted  to  the  board  of  censors,  and  by  recommenda- 
tion of  the  board  were  elected  members  to  the  society. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Dr.  Boskowitz  and  carried  to  elect  a 
treasurer.   Dr.  A.  E.  Martin-King  was  elected  treasurer. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the  secretary  read  the 
receipts  and  expenses  at  each  meeting. 

The  secretary  read  the  receipts  and  expenses,  which  were 
adopted  as  read. 

There  being  no  further  business  we  then  adjourned  to  meet  on 
December  8,  1908,  at  the  home  of  Dr.  M.  B.  Pearlstien. 
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Answers  to  Dr.  Sinclair's  Query. 

My  Dear  Editor : 

The  treatment  for  the  excessive  and  fetid  perspiration  of  the  feet 
is  Silica  6x  tablets.  Three  tablets  to  be  taken  every  three  hours. 
Stockings  to  be  changed  every  day.  The  Silicea  tablets  to  be  pur- 
chased of  Boerick  and  Tafel. 

Cordially, 

Nov.  2,  1908.  DR.  D.  N.  BULSON. 

Editor  Eclectic  Review : 

In  Review  io-I5-'o8,  on  page  299,  Dr.  Sinclair  asks  for  help 
for  a  case  of  "evil  smelling  feet,"  and  I  can  assure  the  doctor  if  he 
will  follow  these  directions  he  will  succeed  beyond  the  most  desir- 
able expectations : 

First.  Hygienic:  Bath  feet  on  retiring  well  in  hot  water  for  15 
to  20  minutes,  then  dash  cold  water  to  cause  reaction  ;  the 

Second.  Medical :  Apply  the  following: 

5  Formaldehyde  40%  5j  to  5ij 
Aqua    "       g.s.  Oj 

This  may  make  the  patient  dance  a  little  the  first  one  or  two 
applications,  but  that  will  soon  subside. 

Middletown,  Ohio.  W.  F.  WEIKAL,  M.D. 

Editor  Eclectic  Review : 

Answering  Dr.  Sinclair's  query  in  the  October  number  of  The 
Review : 

First,  bath  feet  frequently  in  the  following: 
Sodii  Bicarb  3iii 
Aquae  ovni 
Then  dust  over  the  feet  this  mixture : 

Equal  parts  of  Salicylic  Acid  and  Bismuth  Subgallate. 

T.  D.  A. 


Items 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  new  examining  board  seven  of 
our  graduates  have  taken  the  examination,  passed  with  credit  and 
have  their  licenses.   

At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  College  Free 
Dispensary  staff,  Dr.  M.  Wolf  was  elected  chairman. 

The  staff  has  been  invited  to  dine  at  Port  Arthur  (Chinese 
restaurant)  early  in  December. 

The  County  Society  and  Specific  Medication  Club  were  well 
attended,  and  we  are  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  give  space  for  full 
report  in  this  number. 
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Prof.  A.  W.  Herzog  has  removed  to  123  West  Eighty-third 
street,  between  Columbus  and  Amsterdam  avenues. 


Our  state  secretary,  Doctor  Earl  H.  King,  was  in  town  for 
several  days  this  month,  delivering  his  course  of  lectures  on  anes- 
thesia. 


The  faculty  dinner  on  the  evening  of  November  7  was  thor- 
oughly enjoyed  by  the  twenty-one  members  of  the  faculty  present. 


An  admirable  toastmaster  was  our  presiding  officer  at  the 
faculty  dinner. 


"We  would  have  had  a  fine  speech  from  "Uncle  Sam"  if  "Mac" 
had  not  interrupted. 


''Papa"  looked  well  and  seemed  very  happy. 

"John  T"  had  his  oratory  with  him,  and  everybody  enjoyed  it. 

A  hearty  welcome  was  extended  to  the  new  members,  Drs. 
Adlerman  and  Watkins. 


Prince  Billy  looked  fine,  but  rather  scared  the  boys  with  his 
talk  of  more  legislation. 


Our  fair-haired  boy  deserves  our  thanks,  for  he  had  charge 
of  the  dinner  arrangements. 


Pearly's  advice  was  good  and  will  bear  fruit. 


Where  there  is  a  burning  sensation  when  urinating,  sanmetto 
in  teaspoonfu!  doses  three  or  four  times  a  day  usually  gives  relief. 
If  the  urine  is  alkaline  ammonium  benzoate  in  connection  with  san- 
metto will  prove  helpful,  and  citrate  of  potash  when  the  urine 
is  acid. 


When  sending  patients  to  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  remember  G. 
Allison  Hinton,  M.D.,  and  go  to  him  for  counsel  and  advice. 

We  have  met  the  doctor  at  several  meetings  of  the  national 
and  know  that  any  patient  sent  to  him  will  receive  conscientious 
advice. 


Space  will  not  permit  of  Book  Reviews  this  month. 


Are  you  thinking  of  your  paper  for  the  state  meeting? 


The  Eclectic  Review 

Editor:  G,       BOSKOWITZ,  M.  D. 


Vol.  XL  New  York,  December  15,  1908.  No.  12 


Suspended  Animation. 

On  opening  my  morning  paper  a  short  time  since  I  found  the 
following  statement  in  regard  to  a  case  of  suspended  animation  which 
occurred  in  Kansas : 

"The  timely  intervention  of  a  physician  who  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  appearance  of  the  body  to-day,  prevented  the  burial  alive 
of  Mrs.  Thomas  Chapman,  aged  60,  who  was  supposed  to  have  died 
suddenly  of  heart  disease  on  Saturday.  The  body  was  prepared  for 
burial  but  was  not  embalmed.  The  funeral  was  to  take  place  at 
2.30  o'clock  this  afternoon.  A  few  minutes  before  the  coffin  was  to 
be  sealed  a  physician  requested  permission  to  see  the  body.  After 
confirming  his  suspicions  that  the  woman's  body  was  made  rigid  by 
suspended  animation  the  woman  was  removed  from  the  coffin,  placed 
in  bed  and  revived.  While  her  heart  is  weak,  it  is  believed  that  Mrs. 
Chapman  will  recover." 

The  revival  of  this  patient,  according  to  the  date  of  the  dis- 
patch, was  on  the  fourth  day  after  death  was  supposed  to  have  taken 
place,  which  fact  suggests  the  importance  of  long  continued  and 
persistent  efforts  in  all  cases  in  which  there  is  the  least  doubt  of  death. 

While  perusing  the  foregoing  account  of  a  narrow  escape  from 
being  buried  alive,  I  was  reminded  of  a  case  which  occurred  in  my 
practice  several  years  ago.  The  patient  was  an  extremely  nervous 
woman — very  religious,  and  inclined  to  be  somewhat  imaginative.  I 
had  been  her  physician  for  a  number  of  years,  during  which  time 
she  had  suffered  from  numerous  attacks  of  uterine  and  nervous  affec- 
tions. On  the  occasion  to  which  I  now  refer  she  was  sick  in  bed, 
and  apparently  suffering  from  great  irritability  of  the  nervous  system. 
At  times  she  would  become  much  excited,  and  as  the  excitement 
passed  off  engage  in  prayer.  She  continued  in  this  state  for  several 
days,  but  finally  began  to  improve,  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  good 
chance  of  her  recovery.  On  making  my  next  visit  her  daughter  said 
that  her  mother  was  dead  and  that  the  undertaker  was  coming  to 
embalm  the  remains.  I  examined  the  body  and  found  apparent 
death,  but  I  could  not  reconcile  it  with  the  lady's  condition  a  few 
hours  previous  to  my  present  examination,  and  so  informed  the 
daughter.    On  receiving  the  young  lady's  consent,  after  assuring  her 
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of  the  possibility  of  reviving  her  mother,  I  began  my  treatment,  which 
consisted  mainly  of  stimulative  rectal  injections,  with  artificial  res- 
piration during  the  intervals  between  the  injections.  In  less  than 
five  hours  the  woman  was  conscious  and  telling  her  daughter  of  the 
friends  she  had  met  and  the  beautiful  things  she  had  seen,  which,  of 
course,  were  simply  the  imaginings  of  a  highly  wrought  nervous 
system.  The  lady  made  a  good  recovery  and  is  still  one  of  my  most 
devoted  patients.  A  case  similar  to  mine  was  reported  at  the  October 
meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  In  the  latter 
case  animation  was  restored  by  the  judicious  use  of  electricity. 

Although  such  cases  as  these  are  not  common,  they  may  occur, 
and  physicians  should  use  every  possible  means  of  assuring  themselves 
of  death  before  allowing  their  patients  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  the 
undertaker.  J.  W.  F. 


The  Crooked  Face. 

Physicians  who  have  long  been  guided  in  their  practice  by 
specific  diagnosis,  and  thus  necessarily  become  familiar  with  the 
contour  and  various  expressions  of  many  human  faces,  will,  with- 
out doubt,  readily  recognize  the  correctness  and  importance  of  the 
results  of  the  studies  of  the  human  face  recently  communicated  to 
the  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences  by  Dr.  Richard  Liebreich,  an  em- 
inent French  oculist. 

In  his  paper  Dr.  Liebreich  clearly  demonstrates  the  fact  that 
asymmetry  of  the  human  face  is  a  characteristic  of  the  human  race, 
and  that  this  peculiarity  has  always  existed.  In  other  words,  the 
right  and  left  sides  of  the  human  face  were  never  known  to  balance. 
It  has  usually  been  supposed  by  those  who  have  never  given  careful 
attention  to  the  subject  that  a  crooked  face  is  an  abnormality  and  that 
perfect  symmetry  is  essential  to  a  normal  condition.  Several  dis- 
tinguished authors  have  accepted  this  popular  belief  as  a  fact,  and 
endeavored  to  prove  that  the  irregularity  of  the  halves  of  the  face 
and  head  is  a  sure  sign  of  degeneracy.  Dr.  Liebreich's  studies, 
however,  prove  conclusively  that  asymmetry  of  face  is  the  rule,  and 
that  the  exceptions  are  very  rare.  The  facts  pointed  out  by  Dr. 
Liebreich  were  obtained  by  accurate  measurements  of  6,000  skulls. 
He  studied  2,000  in  Paris  institutions,  3,000  in  Rome,  and  400  skulls 
of  mummies  in  Cairo,  besides  which  he  has  taken  careful  measure- 
ments of  the  heads  of  his  own  patients  and  of  patients  in  many  hos- 
pitals of  Europe.  In  this  way  he  obtained  measurements  of  all  of 
the  races  of  mankind  that  have  existed  in  historic  days,  and  all  known 
from  prehistoric  times.  In  all  of  them  he  found  the  same  traits  of 
irregularity. 

According  to  Dr.  Liebreich  the  most  frequent  asymmetry  is  to 
be  found  in  the  cheek  bones.  The  right  cheek  bone  has  a  tendency 
in  its  curve  to  approach  a  right  angle,  while  the  left  tends  to  a  more 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


333 


open  curve,  often  bending  backward  and  slightly  upward.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  difference  in  shape  is  that  the  orbits  of  the  eyes 
are  different  in  shape,  plane  and  size,  making  the  right  eye  more 
prominent  than  the  left,  and  slightly  higher  up  or  sloping  in  a  dif- 
ferent direction.  It  often  happens  also,  as  a  result  of  the  form  of 
the  cheek  bones,  that  the  right  jawr  and  the  left  have  different  con- 
tours. Other  styles  of  asymmetry  may  be  found  in  the  eyebrows, 
the  right  being  higher  than  the  left,  or  the  reverse.  The  mouth 
is  sometimes  crooked,  and  sometimes  it  is  not  in  the  median  line. 
Xoses  that  veer  a  little  to  one  side  or  the  other  are  common,  and 
ears  that  are  placed  one  slightly  higher,  or  further  forward  than 
the  other,  are  occasionally  seen  by  all  careful  followers  of  specific 
diagnosis.  It  is  generally  the  right  ear  which  is  set  the  higher  and 
the  more  forward,  this  being  the  indirect  result  of  the  form  of  the 
cheek  bone.  Almost  any  one  can  prove  the  existence  of  some  of 
these  irregularities  by  a  careful  examination  of  his  own  face.  In  his 
notable  and  interesting  paper  this  famous  author  presents  the  con- 
clusion that  "asymmetry  is  one  of  the  most  characteristic  marks  of 
the  human  race." 

Dr.  Liebreich  also  forcibly  points  out  the  fact  that  the  two 
most  prominent  authors  who  claim  in  their  works  that  asymmetry 
is  a  sign  of  degeneracy  have  faces  which  are  markedly  irregular. 

J.  W.  F. 
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Atony  Treated  by  Intra  Uterine  Medication. 

BY  LEWIS  A.  WHIPPLE,  M.D. 

Atony  is  defined  as  a  "want  of  muscular  tone,"  and  is  the 
etiology  of  many  pathologic  wrongs.  In  fact,  it  is  the  initial  stage 
of  perverted  activities  that  develop  many  conditions  indicating 
operations.    It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  the  following  case : 

Mrs.  M.  W.,  of  Wisconsin,  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  had  her 
uterus  curetted  four  years  ago  to  remove  polypoid  growths  which 
induced  menorrhagia.  This  controlled  the  hemorrhage,  but  in  a 
few  weeks  she  began  to  have  rheumatic  pains  in  the  knees  and 
other  joints. 

Before  going  South  last  November  for  the  wTinter,  she  had 
been  promised  immunity  from  "every  ill  that  flesh  is  heir  to,"  by 
a  certain  advertising  firm  which  manufactures  magnetic  shields. 
She  wore  an  abdominal  shield  for  six  ruonths,  and  this  shield  de- 
veloped general  atony  almost  to  the  extent  of  paralysis,  especially 
of  the  uterus,  bowels,  and  abdominal  walls. 
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A  magnetic  shield,  whenever  in  contact  with  the  human  body, 
continually  generates  a  mild  electrical  current,  and  its  application 
for  months  will  inhibit  functional  activity  and  result  in  extreme 
atony.  The  depth  of  Mrs.  W.*s  uterus  was  six  inches  and  pro- 
lapsed through  the  introitus  more  than  two-thirds  of  that  amount, 
although  twenty  years  after  the  cessation  of  menstruation.  The 
functions  of  the  menopause  must  have  been  physiologically  per- 
formed, because  she  enjoyed  good  health  during  and  following 
that  period  for  more  than  fifteen  years. 

With  these  data,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  atrophy  of 
the  uterus  occurred  during  the  menopause ;  and  that  the  wearing 
of  the  magnetic  shield  for  months  was  the  true  cause  of  its  assum- 
ing the  subinvoluted  condition  which  was  evidenced  by  the  atony 
of  the  uterus,  bowels,  and  abdominal  Avails. 

Returning,  four  years,  to  the  time  of  curettement,  intra  utero- 
toxemia  occurred  within  two  months,  manifested  by  inflammatory 
swelling  of  the  joints  and  accompanied  with  frequent  spasmodic 
contractions  of  the  stomach  and  intestines.  Curettage  is  generally 
attended  with  two  effects :  the  first,  or  primary,  which  brings  im- 
mediate relief  of  an  urgent  condition ;  and  the  other,  or  secondary 
effect,  which  occurs  as  an  injury  to  the  peri  and  para-metritis 
tissues,  by  freshly  exposing  uterine  vessels  to  the  absorption  of 
accumulating  septic  materials.  One  or  two  of  the  following  con- 
ditions are  usually  manifested  after  curettage,  as:  reflex  irritation, 
rheumatic  pains,  pain  in  one  or  both  ovaries,  headache,  plethora, 
exudations  and  prostration. 

It  is  admitted  by  all  that  curettements  do  not  control  inflam- 
mation of  the  uterus,  but  the  temporary  benefit  resulting  from  its 
use,  in  certain  conditions,  should  not  be  denied.  It  is  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  the  advocates  of  the  curette  fail  to  perceive  the  ad- 
vantage of  following  its  use  with  uterine  irrigation,  which,  when 
combined,  forms  a  specific  treatment. 

Treatment. — It  was  possible  to  restore  tonicity  to  the  enfeebled 
fibres  of  this  aged  woman,  to  avoid  an  operation,  and  to  obtain 
excellent  results  by  following  Dr.  Woodward's  work  on  Intra 
Uterine  Medication.  I  found  his  method  most  satisfactory  to  my- 
self as  well  as  to  this  patient  in  whom  atony  had  become  a  burden. 

I  visited  Mrs.  W.  at  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  and  applied  two 
treatments,  which  relieved  her  sufficiently  to  come  to  Chicago  and 
continue  the  treatment  three  times  a  week  for  two  months.  After 
each  uterine  cleansing  an  absorbent  gauze,  with  a  string  attached, 
saturated  in  a  solution  of  astringent  and  specific  echinacea,  was 
inserted  through  the  cervix  to  the  fundus  of  the  uter-us,  and  allowed 
to  remain  for  twenty-four  hours;  a  dehydrating  pack  as  large  as  a 
goose  egg  was  also  inserted  against  the  cervix,  and  the  abdominal 
relaxations  bathed  twice  a  day  with  astringents. 
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The  internal  medication  consisted  of  the  following  remedies  : 

I>    Dis.  Hamamelas   5j. 

Specific  Apocandal    5ij. 

Nux  Vomica    Gtt.  x. 

Aqua  q.  s   Jiv. 

Sig:  One  Teaspoonful  every  three  hours. 
In  eight  weeks  the  result  from  these  combined  applications 
caused  the  uterus  to  assume  its  normal  position,  and  with  a  depth 
of  only  three  inches,  the  bowels  acting  without  assistance,  and  the 
atonic  abdominal  walls  contracted  twelve  inches  less  than  before 
treatment. 

General  practitioners  will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  practice 
a  treatment  which  has  sufficient  efficacy  to  restore  complicated 
cases  of  atony,  and,  as  a  dernier  resort,  present  a  ray  of  hope  to 
the  aged  women  who  are  enfeebled  with  disease  that  forbids 
operations. 
-    Chicago,  111. 


The  Hypodermic  Use  of  Lobelia. 

BY  FRANK  WEBB,  M.D. 
Read  at  the  fifty-third  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic 
Medical  Association. 

In  taking  up  this  subject  I  wish  to  state  that  one  year  ago, 
before  this  body,  I  advanced  in  a  guarded  way  the  use  of  Echinacea 
hypodermically,  which  was  received  with  more  favor  than  I  anti- 
cipated. 

Among  the  drugs  that  are  derived  from  the  indigenous 
vegetable  kingdom,  there  are  none  that  are  more  worthy  than 
Lobelia,  and  it  is  to  this  drug  that  I  wish  briefly  to  call  your 
attention  in  this  paper. 

In  the  early  stages  of  medical  reform  lobelia  was  so  much 
abused  by  the  extravagant  claims  put  forth  by  its  friends  that  its 
real  virtue  had  well-nigh  been  lost  sight  of,  but  to  the  careful 
student  of  specific  medication  it  will  be  found  to  occupy  a  place 
that  cannot  be  displaced. 

While  my  experience  with  Lobelia  hypodermically  has  not 
been  extensive,  I  have  had  good  results  from  its  use  in  about  all 
the  cases  that  it  is  indicated  in.  The  first  case  that  I  .  used  it  in 
was  a  case  of  asthma.  I  was  called  at  night,  and  I  tried  all  of  the 
drugs  that  were  indicated,  and  some  that  were  not,  with  the  result 
that  there  was  no  relief.  The  patient  complained  of  a  sensation 
as  if  the  aesophagus  contracted  from  below  upwards;  finally  I 
thought  of  using  Lobelia  hypodermically.  I  used  5  drops  with  the 
result  that  in  a  few  minutes  the  patient  was  relieved.  But  that 
was  not  conclusive  that  it  was  Lobelia  or  the  other  drugs  that 
had  done  the  work.  But  in  about  a  week  I  had  a  chance  to  prove 
conclusively  on  another  patient  that  it  was  the  hypodermic  Lobelia 
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that  produced  the  results.  I  was  called  to  a  case  that  had  the  same 
indications  and  I  unhesitatingly  used  a  dose  of  10  drops  with 
complete  recovery  in  15  minutes,  and  strange  to  say  I  have  not 
heard  either  patient  complain  of  asthma  since. 

About  six  months  ago  I  was  called  to  a  case  of  gastritis  that 
had  resisted  all  means  to  stop  the  nausea  and  burning  pain.  I 
followed  out  the  indications  with  spec.  med.  Amygdalus  without 
the  least  sign  of  amendment,  and  on  speaking  of  the  case  to  an 
old  school  doctor  he  jokingly  suggested  that  I  try  Lobelia.  I  went 
the  next  day  and  the  condition  was  if  anything  worse,  so  I  tried 
a  hypodermic  of  5  drops  of  Lobelia,  with  the  result  that  the  patient 
kept  food  on  her  stomach  for  the  first  time  in  weeks.  I  followed 
it  up  every  other  day  for  two  weeks  with  the  result  that  the  patient 
was  cured.  This  case  had  been  diagnosed  as  carcinoma  and  ulcera- 
tion of  the  stomach  by  different  doctors,  but  I  diagnosed  it  as 
simple  gastritis  due  to  irritation  of  the  gastric  plexus  of  the  pneumo- 
gastric  nerve.  But  whatever  it  was,  the  hypodermic  use  of  Lobelia 
cured  it. 

We  have  all  read  with  much  interest  lately  of  the  cures  that 
one  of  our  able  physicians  has  made  with  this  agent  in  diphtheria. 
In  those  cases  I  have  never  had  any  experience,  being  satisfied 
with  the  use  of  hypodermic  Echinacea,  but  should  I  have  a  failure 
I  should  unhesitatingly  use  a  hypodermic  of  Lobelia. 

I  would  suggest  the  use  of  it  in  tetanus,  and  should  I  be  so 
unfortunate  as  to  have  a  case  I  will  resort  to  it  the  first  thing. 

A  short  time  ago  I  was  called  to  a  child  which  had  had  twelve 
spasms  before  I  arrived.  I  gave  her  a  15-drop  dose  and  she  had 
no  more.  In  another  case  a  very  violent  angina,  accompanied  with 
nausea  to  the  extent  that  water  could  not  be  swallowed,  I  gave 
one  15-drop  dose  hypodermically  with  the  result  that  I  got  imme- 
diate and  permanent  results. 

In  asthenic  bronchitis  of  children  in  5-drop  doses  it  has  no 
equal. 

In  obstetrical  practice  it  has  a  very  wide  field  of  usefulness. 
A  short  time  ago  I  was  called  upon  by  a  midwife  to  give  my 
opinion  of  a  woman  who  in  the  last  month's  pregnancy  had  vom- 
ited so  continually  that  she  had  given  birth  to  four  still  born  chil- 
dren. She  had  started  to  vomit  again  with  her  fifth  child;  I  gave 
her  in  all  four  hypodermic  injections  of  Lobelia,  10  drops  at  a  time, 
and  the  result  was  she  gave  birth  to  a  12-pound  male  child  alive, 
and  the  part  that  was  most  interesting  was,  that  she  had  no  post- 
partum hemorrhage,  which  she  had  with  all  her  previous  children. 
Since  then  I  have  been  called  in  a  case  of  postpartum  hemorrhage 
and  I  gave  one  dose  of  15  drops,  with  the  result  that  it  ceased  and 
did  not  recur.  So  in  future  I  shall  in  -every  case  use  it  in  such 
cases  with  the  belief  that  one  or  two  doses  will  work  the  same 
way. 
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A  short  time  ago  an  old-school  doctor  asked  my  advice  in 
regard  to  a  patient  who  had  been  in  labor  for  36  hours ;  he  ex- 
plained the  case  to  me  as  rigidity  of  the  os,  thick,  doughy  and  un- 
yielding. I  suggested  thsl  he  use  a  30-drop  dose  of  Lloyd's  spec, 
med.  Lobelia  hypodermically,  with  the  result  that  when  I  met  him 
some  time  after  he  told  me  he  followed  my  directions  with  the 
result  that  the  action  was  miraculous ;  he  said  he  was  astounded 
at  the  result  of  the  action  of  such  a  simple  drug.  I  cite  this  case 
because  I  think  it  more  than  likely  our  allopathic  brethren  will 
discover  the  value  of  this  drug  in  such  cases,  and  if  they  do,  we 
can  point  out  that  eclectics  used  it  one  way  or  another  before  it 
was  "discovered." 

In  closing  I  wish  to  say  that  I  use  Lloyd's  spec.  med.  Lobelia 
in  from  5  to  30  drop  doses,  and  it  is  very  unusual  that  I  have  to 
use  more  than  one  or  two  doses. 

It  is  my  belief  that  we  should  carry  on  our  investigation  in 
this  line  and  report  from  time  to  time  our  results,  not  only  with 
Lobelia  but  with  the  other  drugs  of  a  like  or  antispasmodic  nature. 
I  shall  this  coming  winter  experiment  with  quite  a  list  of  them 
and  in  the  early  spring  report  them  in  our  medical  journals. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 


The  Mann  Drug  Bill;  Paternalism  in  Drug  Legislation. 

BY  CHARLES  L.  MITCHELL,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
(From    the    Pharmaceutical  Era.) 
(Continued  from  the  November  issue.) 

Cantharides. — Well,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  admit  that  any  one 
who  has  ever  suffered  from  the  "strenuousness"  of  an  active  fly  blister 
would  be  perfectly  willing  to  have  it  placed  on  the  index  expurgatorius 
and  labeled  not  only  with  a  skull  and  crossbones,  but  also  a  portrait  of 
his  Satanic  majesty,  but,  as  for  forming  a  fly  blister  "habit!"    Well,  hardly! 

Nux  Vomica  and  Strychnia. — How  many  hundreds  of  formulas  for 
tonic  pills,  syrups  and  elixirs,  of  laxative  tablets,  pills,  etc.,  given  in  the 
lists  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Eli  Lilly,  Wyeth,  Sharp  &  Dohme,  Mulford, 
Wampole,  etc.,  contain  these  drugs  in  minute  quantities?  Why,  their 
name  is  legion.  Under  this  law  every  one  would  have  to  be  labeled 
POISON,  etc.  Imagine  the  effect  on  a  nervous,  delicate  invalid  when 
confronted  with  such  an  unnecessary  addition  to  the  doctor's  directions. 
And  think,  oh,  think,  what  a  nice  little  lot  of  new  labels  would  have  to 
be  printed  if  this  law  went,  into  force.  Surely  every  printer  would  be  a 
Vanderbilt  or  Rockefeller  in  no  time. 

.  Opium,  Morphia,  Cocain,  etc. — Note  the  inconsistency  of  the  bill.  Sec- 
tion 1  says  all  transactions  between  members  of  the  drug  trade,  etc.,  shall 
be  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  law.  Section  2  exempts  no  one, 
therefore,  these  drugs  must  be  newly  labeled.  So  that,  in  addition  to 
the  special  form  of  label  required  by  the  Pure  Food  and  Drug  Law  of 
1906,  each  package  must  bear  the  POISON,  skull  and  crossbones,  etc.  Are 
the  troubles  of  the  manufacturing  pharmacist  never  to  cease?  _  How  a 
tube  of  hypodermic  tablets  of  morphia  can  be  properly  labeled  is^  rather 
difficult  to  determine,  for,  while  the  said  tube  is  about  1-8  inch  in  diameter 
and  two  inches  long,  its  label  must  contain,  1st,  name  and  proportion  of 
drug;  2d,  guarantee;  3d.  POISON,  label;  4th,  skull  and  crossbones  device; 
5th,  list  of  antidotes.  Probably  the  label  can  be  put  up  in  a  separate 
package. 

Now  all  these  examples  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  ridiculous  incon- 
sistencies of  the  Mann  Drug  Bill.  Did  time  and  space  permit,  many  more 
could  be  cited,  but  surely  these  are  sufficient  to  indicate  its  general  char- 


33§ 


THE  ECLECTIC  REVIEW. 


acter.  Most  certainly,  if  this  bill  were  passed  as  it  is  and  the  general 
public  "got  onto"  its  peculiar  features  the  flood  of  ridicule  and  derision 
that  would  arise  in  the  land  would  carry  us  off  our  feet.  If  laws  must  be 
passed  for  regulating  the  medical  and  pharmaceutical  professions,  let  us 
see  that  they  are  at  least  sensible  laws. 

One  point  more.  The  bill  is  supposed  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  public  from  the  evil  effect  of  certain  poisonous  and  habit-form- 
ing drugs.  What  does  the  public  know  about  conium,  diacetyl-morphin, 
physostigma,  pyramidon,  scopola  (whatever  that  may  be),  strophanthus, 
ignatia,  Phytolacca,  veratrum,  viride,  etc.  Are  they  not  used  only  in  phy- 
sicians' prescriptions?  Are  they  not  sold  only  by  wholesale  druggists  and 
manufacturing  chemists  to  druggists  and  doctors?  Does  the  public  buy 
them  or  even  ask  for  them  at  drug  stores?  Are  they  in  any  way  "habit 
forming?"  Yet  according  to  the  law  every  doctor's  prescription  contain- 
ing those  remedies  if  passed  from  one  state  to  another  must  bear  a  poison 
label,  etc.  I  repeat,  every  doctor's  prescription,  for  Section  2  exempts 
nothing. 

As  to  a  number  of  other  remedies  which  are  listed,  such  as  aconite, 
belladonna,  conium,  colchicum,  digitalis,  croton  oil  (Heaven  save  the  mark, 
who  would  ever  get  a  "habit"  of  using  that?),  hyoscyamus,  nux  vomica, 
etc.,  these  are  not.  habit-forming  drugs  and  never  will  be.  They  have 
the  property  of  destroying  life  and  are,  therefore,  "poisons"  if  given  in 
certain  quantities,  but  so  have  many  other  much  more  harmless  drugs. 
If  one  should  take  the  dictum  of  the  horse  doctor  who  said  "as  long  as  a 
pound  of  Epsom  salts  is  the  dose  for  a  horse,  a  quarter  pound  would  be 
about  right  for  a  man,"  after  the  "results"  were  considered  Epsom  salts 
might  well  be  considered  a  very  "active"  poison.  Seriously  speaking,  how- 
ever,  all  drugs  are  poisons  or  not,  according  to  the  quantity  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  are  employed.  The  most  harmless  drug  can  be  made 
to  destroy  life,  the  most  powerful  poison  can  be  used  to  restore  health. 
Even  ordinary  water  can  be  used  as  a  medicine  with  fatal  effect. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  outsider  to  comprehend  after  noticing  all  these 
contradictions,  inconsistencies,  absurdities,  etc.,  which  characterize  the 
Mann  Drug  Bill,  exactly  what  special  end  is  sought,  and  what  is  its  object. 
Is  it  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  philanthropy  with  a  sincere  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  public  weal,  or  is  it  a  bungling  attempt  at  class  legislation  for 
the  selfish  aggrandizement  of  certain  business  interests?  It  is  hard  to 
believe  that  a  sincere  lover  of  the  public  welfare  could  originate  a  measure 
of  this  character  without  the  assistance  of  such  special  professional  aid  as 
would  surely  detect  its  many  errors.  But,  whether  it  is  simply  a  coincidence 
or  not,  it  comes  from  Chicago,  the  borne  of  certain  pharmaceutical  fanatics, 
who  have  recently  advocated  making  it  a  penal  offense  for  a  physician  to 
dispense  his  own  remedies,  and  who  have  also  advised  that  !he  attending 
physician  should  not  be  allowed  to  sign  the  death  certificate  of  his  patient. 

Now,  as  a  pharmacist  and  as  a  physician,  let  me  say  to  those  who 
wish  to  keep,  by  legal  enactment,  the  physicians  from  dispensing  their  own 
remedies  that  they  are  "monkeying  with  the  buzz  saw,"  so  to  speak.  The 
physicians  of  the  United  States  number  over  140,000  all  told.  As  a  united 
profession  they  arc  difficult  to  move,  but  just  let  them  once  understand 
that  any  special  right  of  theirs  is  menaced  and  there  will  be  an  avalanche 
which  will  bury  the  offenders  beyond  resurrection.  The  doctor  considers 
himself,  and  he  is,  the  original  dispenser.  Eong  before  the  druggist  was 
ever  even  thought  of  the  wise  men  of  the  Orient  prescribed  and  supplied 
their  own  remedies.  For  motives  of  convenience,  economy  of  time,  etc.,  the 
supplying,  of  remedies  has  been  made  a  separate  branch  of  medicine,  and 
as  a  profession  it  should  be  so  considered — a  part  and  a  valuable  part 
of  medical  science.  But  the  doctor  who  now  sends  his  prescriptions  to 
the  drug  store  still  considers  that  he  has  an  inherent  right  to  dispense  his 
own  remedies,  if  he  so  wishes,  and  he  will  resent  bitterly  and  strongly 
any  attempt  to  deprive  him  of  this  part  of  his  professional  duties. 

In  conclusion,  considering  the  trouble,  annoyance,  confusion  and  loss 
this  miserable,  inconsistent,  arbitrary  and  ridiculous  piece  of  legislation 
called  the  Mann  Drug  Bill  will  bring  down  on  every  physician  and  phar- 
macist of  the  United  States,  I  cannot  but  say: 

It  is  wise  to  enact  laws  to  protect  the  public  health,  it  is  right  to 
prevent  the  sale  of  abortifacients,  of  poisons  and  habit-forming  drugs, 
when  sold  and  used  as  such,  but  such  laws  should  be  so  carefully  and 
wisely  drawn  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  legitimate  business  of  supplying 
remedies  for  the  preservation  of  health,  the  relief  of  suffering  and  the 
eradication  of  disease.    And  moreover,  these  laws  should  be  so  formulated 
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that  instead  of  placing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  two  professions  to 
whom  the  care  of  the  public  health  is  entrusted  they  should  be  protected 
and  supported  in  the  legitimate  preparation,  sale  and  use  of  such  medicinal 
agents  as  may  be  necessary  for  this  purpose. 

There  is  but  one  thing  to  be  done  with  the  Mann  Drug  Bill.  To  use 
the  language  of  Mrs.  Poyser,  in  George  Eliot's  novel  of  "Adam  Bede," 
it  ought  to  be  "hatched  over  and  hatched  different." 

Items  from  the  Field  of  Neurology. 

BY  THEODORE  DAVIS  ADLERMAN,  A.B.,  M.D.,  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 

The  great  "sheet-anchor"  in  epilepsy,  the  bromides,  have  in  my 
hand  not  given  the  results,  and  I  have  obtained  far  more  definite 
results  from  the  lactate  of  zinc.  . 


The  aurae  of  epilepsy  are  nicely  brought  forth  by  Church 
(Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases).  Many,  but  not  all  epileptics 
present  indications  by  which  you  may  anticipate  an  attack,  and 
"these  may  come  on  several  hours,  or  even  days  before  the  explosion. 
There  may  be  twitching  of  the  eyelids,  face  or  extremities,  restless- 
ness, some  peculiar  sensations  on  the  tongue  or  in  the  nose,  a 
disturbance  of  the  taste  and  smell,  a  genital  excitement,  irritability 
of  unusual  degree.  Some  are  very  pale,  others  have  puffy  and 
suffused  faces.  The  aura  is  the  particular  motor,  sensory  or  psychic 
feature,  that  immediately  announces  the  attack;  it  occurs  in  fully 
one  half  the  cases,  and  can  be  considered  as  the  initial  symptom. 
Motor  aurae  are  :  a  sudden  limited  muscular  contraction,  or  tremor ; 
the  patient  may  also  scratch  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  or  winks 
and  moistens  his  lips  with  his  tongue,  cough  spasmodically,  roll 
his  eyes  to  one  side,  follow  with  his  head  and  .body.  There  may 
also  be  sensory  aurae :  the  peculiar  nagging  feeling,  commencing 
in  the  feet  or  in  the  epigastrium,  mounting  upward,  so  that  con- 
sciousness usually  fails  as  the  upper  part  of  the  chest  or  the  head 
and  neck  are  reached.  There  may  also  be  psychic  aurae :  a  sudden 
recollection  or  the  instantaneous  review  of  a  lifetime,  a  feeling  of 
mental  exultation,  or  weakness,  gaiety,  rage  or  quarrelsomeness. 
Church  claims  rightly  that  only  a  systematic  study  of  the  patient 
is  the  first  step  toward  the  treatment. 


Most  insane  inebriates  become  alcoholic  (R.  W.  Branthwaite, 
E.  Ins.)  because  of  their  tendency  to  insanity;  they  are  not  insane 
as  the  result  of  alcoholism ;  the  preceding  drunkenness  is  merely 
evidence  of  approaching  mental  disorder. 

And  here  is  a  new  one,  the  "Hebraic  Debility"  (Boston  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal),  a  new  disease,  a  Jewish  disease.  Jewish  patients 
(only)  complain  of  "burning"  and  "sticking"  pains  all  over  the 
body,  but  generally  in  the  chest  and  epigastrium.  These  seem  to 
be  more  than  merely  neurasthenic  symptoms,  and  as  a  rule  it  is 
temporary,  but  is  apt  to  recur.    Morrison  claims  that  the  etiology 
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of  these  conditions  is  to  be  traced  to  the  peculiar  circumstances 
under  which  the  Jews  have  lived  and  still  live  in  eastern  Europe. 

Hyoscyamine  acts  upon  the  sympathetic  nervous  system  and 
in  small  doses  it  stimulates  the  vasomotor  centres  and  increases 
the  arterial  tension.  Larger  doses  produce  opposite  effects.  In 
mental  excitement  of  the  insane,  in  puerperal  mania,  you  must  be 
sure  and  try  it. 


It  is  very  difficult  and  sometimes  quite  impossible  to  distin- 
guish between  a  bad  temper  and  a  moral  idiocy,  between  mere  folly 
and  lunacy,  when  under  the  influence  of  alcohol. 


In  the  American  Jour,  of  the  Med.  Sciences,  Smith  Ely  Jellipe 
discusses  the  signs  of  what  he  calls  "predementia  precox,"  their 
significance  and  prophylaxis.  In  a  general  way  he  believes  that  it 
is  possible  to  conserve  in  some  degree  an  individual  who  otherwise 
would  pass  to  utter  destruction.  More  attention  should  be  given 
by  physicians  to  puberty.  This  is  the  dangerous  period.  Illusions 
are  many  and  varied,  imagination  is  boundless,  and  may  lead  to 
insane  conceits. 


Albert  W.  Ferris  in  the  "Medical  Rec."  describes  the  manifesta- 
tions of  paranoia,  naming  its  decisive  characteristics  as  follows : 
(i)  The  unchangeableness  of  the  fundamental  fixed  idea;  (2)  the 
firm  belief  of  the  patient  in  his  delusions;  (3)  the  apparent  (though 
unreal)  logic  of  the  delusional  system ;  (4)  the  suddenness  and 
intensity  of  the  reactions;  (5)  the  frequency  of  false  interpreta- 
tions ;  (6)  the  preservation  for  years  of  an  intellect  comparatively 
unimpaired,  though  dominated  by  delusion. 

Aristotle  once  observed  that  no  excellent  soul  is  exempt  from 
a  mixture  of  insanity.  This  seems  to  be  true  about  epileptics; 
most  of  them  suffer  from  either  delusions,  illusions,  or  hallucina- 
tions (Adlerman,  on  Epilepsy,  page  157 — Transactions  of  National 
Eclec.  Med.  Society,  1908),  and  epileptic  insanity  is  of  a  more  fre- 
quent occurrence  than  has  been  generally  supposed  or  admitted  till 
now.  I  will  mention  here,  that  a  delusion  is  a  mistaken  conviction, 
an  illusion  is  a  mistaken  perception,  and  a  hallucination  is  a  false 
image,  which  has  nothing  in  reality  to  suggest  it.  If  a  man  gazes 
into  vacant  space  and  declares :  "There  is  William  McKinley,"  he 
is  suffering  a  hallucination;  if  he  sees  some  man  and  declares: 
"There  is  William  McKinley,"  he  is  suffering  an  illusion ;  if  he 
declares :  "I  am  William  McKinley,"  he  is  suffering  a  delusion. 


Alfred  Gordon  (Medicine,  December,  1907)  discusses  the  role 
of  organic  phosphorus  in  the  treatment  of  asthenic  conditions  in 
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various  nervous  diseases.  He  characterizes  asthenia  as  deficient 
resistance  to  morbid  influences  in  both  motor  and  psychic  spheres. 
Phosphorus  assists  in  the  growth  of  the  organism  and  its  recupera- 
tion. 


L.  F.  Barker  (Journ.  Am.  Med.  Assoc.)  discusses  the  arthralgias 
of  hysteria,  traumatic  neurosis,  neurasthenia  and  psychasthenia. 
The  knee  is  most  often  affected  (gonalgia),  the  hip  next  (coxalgia), 
the  shoulder  frequently.  One  joint  is  usually  affected  at  a  time, 
pain  and  disturbance  of  function  are  the  two  prominent  symptoms. 
On  making  passive,  or  active  movements  of  the  joints,  the  patients 
complain  of  unbearable  pain. 


J.  Babinski  (Rev.  Neurol.)  has  used  scopolamin  in  chorea 
minor  with  happy  results  in  certain  cases.  He  has  treated  four 
patients  with  it,  using  subcutaneous  injections  of  the  hydrobromate 
of  scopolamin  in  doses  of  0.2  to  0.5  of  a  milligram  daily,  with  the 
result  that  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement. 


A  case  of  relapsing  acute  poliomyelitis  is  reported  by  R.  Miller 
(Brain,  June,  1907).  The  interesting  points  in  this  case  are  the 
number  and  nature  of  the  relapses  that  occurred,  the  widespread 
distribution  of  the  foci  of  the  disease  found  in  the  central  nervous 
system  at  the  post  mortem  examination. 


The  use  of  thyroid  extracts  in  the  treatment  of  insanity  has 
been  followed  with  considerable  success,  particularly  in  mental 
disorders  connected  with  menopause  and  in  melancholia. 


International  Tuberculosis  Exhibit  at  New  York. 
Physicians  to  Discuss  Tuberculosis. 

The  International  Tuberculosis  Exhibit  which  was  shown  at 
Washington  in  connection  with  the  International  Congress  has 
been  put  on  free  show  for  six  weeks  beginning  Nov.  30th  in  the 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  79th  street  and  Columbus 
avenue,  New  York.  The  cost  of  the  exhibit  is  met  by  an  appro- 
priation of  $13,000  by  the  City  of  New  York  and  a  large  additional 
fund  raised  among  public-spirited  citizens  by  the  Committee  on 
Tuberculosis  of  the  Charity  Organization  Society,  which  is  hold- 
ing the  exhibit.  In  addition  to  the  exhibits  of  preventive  and 
curative  measures  shown  by  fifteen  foreign  governments,  the 
United  States  and  some  200  states,  cities  and  societies,  which  fill 
nearly  200,000  feet  of  space,  there  will  be  on  exhibition  a  model 
barn  in  which  two  certified  cows  will  be  kept  and  milked  and  a 
model  dairy  for  handling  the  milk. 

The  exhibition  will  be  open  daily  from  10  A.  M.  to  11  P.  M., 
and  on  Sundays  from  1  to  5  P.  M.,  and  no  tickets  are  required. 
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Besides  the  exhibit  work  on  the  three  floors  of  the  museum  there 
will  be  a  number  of  special  conferences  for  the  medical  profession, 
churches,  Y.  M.  C.  A.'s,  labor  unions,  telephone  operators,  street 
railway  employees  and  others.  These  conferences,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  40,000  posters  to  be  displayed,  street-car  cards,  and 
more  than  one  million  pamphlets  to  be  distributed  or  mailed,  will, 
it  is  believed,  interest  nearly  one  million  people  in  the  subject  and 
constitute  the  greatest  battle  against  disease  ever  waged  in  an 
American  city. 

Physicians  are  taking  an  active  part  in  the  campaign  and  will 
hold  a  series  of  conferences. 

O.  F.  LEWIS,  Chairman. 
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The  Third  Row  in  My  Medicine  Case. 

NO.    XII.      SILICEA  SILICA. 

Silica  exerts  a  special  influence  upon  the  organic  substances  of 
the  body,  involving  prominently  the  bones,  joints,  skin,  glands  and 
mucous  surfaces.  It  is  especially  adapted  to  imperfectly  nourished 
constitutions  resulting  from  deficient  assimilation.  It  promotes  sup- 
puration, and  as  long  as  there  is  infiltration,  which  can  only  be  removed 
by  suppuration,  silica  is  an  efficient  remedy,  and  should  be  continued 
until  all  infiltration  has  disappeared. 

Silica  is  a  remedy  of  value  in  gouty  rheumatic  affections.  Its 
curative  action  in  these  conditions  is  said  to  be  owing  to  its  stim- 
ulating- effects  upon  the  involved  connective  tissue  cells.  In  the  early 
stage  of  whitlow  its  action  is  promptly  curative,  and  in  arthritis  when 
there  is  suppuration  of  the  joints  it  is  often  useful.  In  marasmus  when 
there  is  great  wasting  of  the  body  and  an  exceedingly  large  head,  the 
patient  being  very  nervous  and  irritable,  silica  is  employed  with  much 
advantage,  and  in  brain-fag  in  school  girls,  causing  confusion  of  mind, 
it  has  often  proved  corrective.  Silica  is  also  deemed  a  remedy  of 
merit  in  bronchitis  when  the  expectoration  is  pus-like,  and  is  especially 
adapted  to  the  treatment  of  children  having  abnormally  large  heads, 
open  sutures  and  large  abdomens.  In  suppurative  atitis  when  the 
discharge  is  thin,  ichorous  and  offensive,  and  attended  with  bone  des- 
truction, this  agent  is  highly  recommended.  Silica  is  a  most  efficient 
remedial  agent  in  gleet,  of  long  standing,  and  many  cases  have  been 
reported  in  which  it  proved  curative  after  many  approved  remedies 
had  failed  to  improve  the  patient's  condition.  In  phthisis  when  there 
is  a  profuse  discharge  of  fetid  pus",  or  nightly  paroxysms  of  cough, 
with  tickling  in  the  suprasternal  fossa,  it  is  of  value,  and  in  tuber- 
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culous  deposits  on  the  skin,  showing  themselves  in  lumpy  tumors,  it 
constitutes  a  medicament  of  great  usefulness.  It  also  exerts  a  re- 
straining influence .  in  night  sweats.  Silica  has  been  highly  recom- 
mended in  chronic  syphilis  with  suppuration  or  induration,  and  in 
tertiary  syphilis  with  nodes,  caries,  necrosis  and  a  discharge  of  offen- 
sive pus,  it  has  been  employed  with  excellent  results. 

" Silica  may  be  given  in  cases  of  abscess  where  there  is  a  slow 
and  poor  reparative  process,  or  no  inclination  to  repair ;  in  nasal 
catarrh,  with  obstruction,  the  mucous  membrane  being  pale,  with 
watery  secretion;  perverted  nutrition,  disease  of  the  epithelial  cover- 
ing of  skin,  deformity  of  nails,  dry  and  harsh  hair,  etc."  (Scudder.) 

"The  writer  has  prescribed  silica  in  cases  of  carbuncles,  boils  and 
abscesses  in  their  formative  stage,  and  the  morbid  processes  disap- 
peared. Also  in  cases  of  small  hard  lumps  just  under  the  skin,  and 
pustules  anywhere  on  the  body,  but  usually  on  the  face  and  neck. 
Use  it  in  profuse,  offensive  persistent  sweating  of  the  feet,  also  when 
there  is  greenish,  yellow,  profuse,  pus-like  expectorations. 

"This  is  a  wonderful  remedy  for-  injuries  in  and  about  joints, 
where  there  seems  to  be  but  little  if  any  inflammatory  conditions, 
but  where  there  is  occasional  or  persistent  pains,  especially  when  the 
parts  are  moved.  Sometimes  we  meet  with  cases  of  .injured  knees, 
elbows  or  wrists,  and  other  joints  from  jumping,  falling  or  being 
thrown  upon  them  that  leaves  a  sore  and  painful  condition  that  is 
oft-times  very  persistent. 

"Here  we  have  a  very  potent  remedy  in  silica,  and  you  will  be  . 
surprised  how  rapidly  it  will  relieve,  when  other  remedies  have  failed 
after  long  and  repeated  trials.  It  seems  to  act  favorably  on  tendons, 
cartilage  and  bone  in  this  condition.  Very  persistent  cases  have  been 
relieved  completely  in  four  or  five  days.  In  chronic  inflammations 
of  the  large  or  small  joints  we  have  in  silica  the  most  positive 
remedy  that  has  yet  been  discovered.  It  is  also  a  wonderful  helper 
in  gouty  conditions.  In  many  cases  of  gout  its  action  is  slow,  but 
persistent  use  will  bring  the  reward."  (Kinnett.) 

Indications. — Cystic  tumors  around  the  eyes  ;  styes  ;  suppurating 
wounds ;  nasal  catarrh ;  ozaena,  with  fetid  offensive  discharge ;  ul- 
cerations producing  acrid,  corroding  discharge ;  pale  earthy  com- 
plexion ;  difficult  dentition ;  chronic  dyspepsia,  with  acid  eructations 
and  heartburn ;  diarrhoea,  with  cadaverous  odor ;  urine  loaded  with 
pus  and  mucus ;  profuse  acrid  leucorrhea ;  lumps  in  mammae,  with  ten- 
dency to  suppuration ;  copious  expectoration  of  thick,  yellowish-green 
pus ;  caries  of  bone ;  ulcers,  boils,  carbuncles,  felons  and  malignant 
pustules ;  scrofulous  eruptions ;  enlarged  and  suppurating  glands,  espe- 
cially cervical  glands. 

Dose. — Trituration,  3X,  5  to  15  grains. 

Usual  prescription. — 1£  Silicea,  3X,  gr.  xx  to  5i,  water,  giv.  M. 
Sig.   Dose  one  teaspoonful  every  hour  to  every  three  hours. 
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Local  Use  of  Calendula. 

In  an  instructive  paper  presented  to  the  National  Eclectic  Medical 
Association,  Dr.  R.  D.  Hamsher  in  part  says : 

As  you  are  aware,  some  drugs  are  of  common  and  extensive  use, 
others  are  used  occasionally,  while  others  are  used  and  called  for  rarely. 
Calendula  is  the  most  in  demand  in  my  office.  Wonderful  claims  have 
been  made  for  it,  time  and  again,  but  book  writers,  as  a  rule,  give  little 
credence  to  the  reports  except,  perhaps,  the  homeopaths,  who  use  it 
quite  extensively,  and  the  Eclectics,  who  say  more  about  it  than  any 
other  class. 

Dr.  O.  L.  Potter's  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Therapeutics, 
ninth  edition,  London,  says  this  of  it :  "The  tincture  20  per  cent,  alco-  - 
hoi,  is  also  official,  and  is  exclusively  used  as  a  local  application  to 
promote  the  healing  process  in  wounds,  ulcers,  burns  and  other 
breaches  of  tissue.  Extravagant  views  of  its  powers  as  a  vulnerary 
are  promulgated  by  the  so-called  homeopathic  surgeons',  and  serve 
as  one  of  their  excuses  for  proficiency,  an  exclusive  position  in 
surgery."   That  is  all  he  says  about  it. 

King's  American  Dispensatory,  10th  edition,  says  of  marigold : 
"Slightly  stimulant,  a  diaphoretic.  Used  for  similar  purposes  with 
saffron,  but  less  active.  Has  been  reputed  useful  in  spasmodic  affec- 
tions, strenuous  maladies,  icterus,  suppressed  menstruation,  typhoid 
febrile  conditions,  cancer,  etc.  Used  in  infusion,  in  form  of  an  extract, 
from  four  to  six  grains,  three  or  four  times  a  day ;  also  applied  locally 
to  cancerous  and  other  ulcers." 

Dr.  J.  W.  Clary,  of  Monroeville,  Ohio,  writes  me  as  follows  in  rela- 
tion to  this  plant :  "As  a  local  remedy  after  surgical  operation  it  has 
no  equal  in  the  materia  medica.  Its  forte  is  its  influence  on  lacerated 
wounds,  without  regard  to  the  general  health  of  the  patient,  or  the 
weather.  If  applied  constantly,  gangrene  will  not  follow,  and  I  might 
say,  there  will  be  but  little,  if  any,  danger  of  tetanus.  When  applied 
to  a  wound  it  is  seldom  that  any  suppuration  follows,  the  wound 
healing  by  first  intention.  It  has  been  tested  by  several  practitioners, 
and  by  one  is  used  after  every  operation  with  the  happiest  effect.  You 
need  not  fear  to  use  it  in  wounds,  and  I  would  not  be  without  it  for 
a  hundred  times  its  cost.  It  is  to  be  made  into  a  saturated  tincture 
with  whisky  diluted  with  one-third  quantity  of  water.  Lint  is  saturated 
with  this,  applied  to  the  parts  and  renewed  as  often  as  it  becomes 
dry." 

As  arnica  is  applied  to  bruises  and  sprains,  this  agent  is  also  ap- 
plicable ;  and  in  addition  it  is  of  much  service  applied  to  recent  wounds, 
cuts  and  open  sores.  It  is  antiseptic,  preventing  the  formation  of  pus. 
It  causes  the  scar  of  cicatrix  to  form  without  contraction  of  tissues, 
and  in  the  simplest  possible  manner.  It  hastens  the  healing  of  wounds, 
and  materially  favors  union  of  coated  surfaces  by  first  intention. 
It  relieves  the  pain  in  wounds,  and  if  there  are  bad  bruises  it  quickly 
relieves  the  soreness  and  favors  the  healing  process.  It  is  also  appli- 
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cable  to  catarrhal  mucous  surfaces,  to  festering  sores,  local  swellings, 
glandular  inflammations  and  to  epithelioma  and  carcinoma,  to  correct 
the  fetor.  It  is  especially  applicable  to  severe  burns,  to  promote  heal- 
ing and  to  prevent  the  formation  of  a  contracting  scar. 

Calendula  is  a  hemostatic  of  pronounced  efficiency  in  all  those 
cases  involving  a  division  or  exposure  of  the  integrity  of  the  capillaries. 
If  you  use  a  dram  or  two  to  the  pint  of  cleansing  water,  you  will 
find  the  bleeding  checked  by  the  time  the  wound  is  cleaned,  and  have 
in  addition  a  healthy  condition,  without  the  toxic  effects  you  get  from 
carbolic  acid  or  bichloride  solutions,  when  improperly  used.  This  last 
effect  is  much  desired  and  pleasant  to  contemplate.  If  the  wound 
bleeds  from  a  depth  you  can  inject  the  tincture  or  dilution  by  any  small 
or  properly  proportioned  syringe  into  the  deep  cavity,  always  assured 
you  will  do  no  harm,  but  on  the  contrary  will  most  always,  if  not 
always,  get  what  you  want  and  end  the  blood  flow. 

Calendula  as  a  local  anodyne  is  as  positive  as  opium,  if  not  more 
effectual.  It  apparently  does  not  affect  the  sympathetic  like  opium.  In 
this  respect  it  resembles  aconite,  the  most  powerful  local  anodyne  we 
have  of  that  class.  It  also  resembles  belladonna  in  relieving  pain, 
local  congestion  and  inflammation,  but  not  so  dangerous. 

One  nice  and  quickly  prepared  cerate  is  made  by  incorporating 
one  dram  tincture  calendula  in  one  ounce  of  vaseline,  thoroughly 
mixing  the  two.  This  is  useful  for  sores  and  painful  conditions 
where  lotions  would  not  be  so  handy.  In  painful  piles  it  is  prompt, 
relieving  pain  and  removing  the  piles  in  many  cases.  It  is  also 
ideal  in  rectal  ulcers,  relieving  and  curing  them.  In  burns,  if  you 
will  add  a  little  boric  acid  you  will  find  it  satisfactory.  Or  by 
adding  a  dram  or  two  of  tincture  calendula  to  four  ounces  of  carron 
oil,  you  have  a  lotion  for  burns  that  cannot  be  excelled.  The  scars 
will  be  soft  if  you  have  scars  at  all.  Calendula  covers  all  the 
demands  for  hamamelis,  except  the  color.  But  it  more  than  makes 
up  for  this  as  an  antiseptic.  It  guards  against  infection  and  sup- 
puration, besides  relieving  the  pain  of  bruises,  cuts,  sprains,  con- 
tusions, extraction  of  teeth,  and  surgical  operations.  More  than 
once  have  I  relieved  the  bleeding  and  stopped  the  infection  in  a 
tooth  cavity  with  tincture  of  calendula.  Bleeding  and  painful  gums 
it  has  always  relieved  promptly.  I  have  used  it  in  all  painful  con- 
ditions from  a  bruise  to  articular  rheumatism,  with  good  effect. 
It  always  helps.  For  gonorrheal  rheumatism  try  tincture  calendula, 
salicylate  of  soda  and  water  and  you  will  be  surprised  at  the  result. 
It  is  scientific.  Try  the  same  for  bromidrosis  of  the  feet  with  sore- 
ness of  the  joints,  or  seat  disease  and  you  will  be  equally  pleased. 
As  a  collyrium  for  an  injured  conjunctiva  from  a  mote  or  scratch, 
what  is  handier  and  better  than  five  to  ten  gtts.  of  tincture  of  cal- 
endula to  the  ounce  of  water?  Nothing  that  I  know  of  is  better  or 
safer. 
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As  a  catarrhal  remedy  for  mucous  membranes,  reached  by  hand 
or  swab,  or  nebulizer,  it  is  a  most  appreciated  remedy. 

In  a  three  branched  fractured  cornea,  discharging  pus,  lachry- 
mal fluid,  aqueous  humor,  all  the  contents  of  orbicular  cavity 
inflamed  and  the  mass  bulging  beyond  the  orbit,  .pronounced 
irremediable,  and  enucleation  advised,  calendula  removed  the  un- 
pleasant train  of  symptoms,  healed  the  cornea,  restored  some  vision 
and  saved  the  eyeball.  It  proved  to  me  the  antiseptic  local  anodyne 
and  healing  virtues  of  calendula.  Calendula  is  an  antiseptic  of 
great  efficiency,  working  in  such  harmony  with  the  natural  laws  of  life, 
that  one  is  constrained  to  call  it  a  physiological  antiseptic  so  com- 
pounded by  the  Almighty  that  given  a  proper  vehicle  and  timely 
application,  it  seems  complete.  No  suppuration  occurs  when 
promptly  used.  The  drawback  to  the  tincture  is  the  rapid  evapora- 
tion and  this  alone  may  account  for  its  neglect.  The  wound  would 
soon  be  unprotected.  The  addition  of  glycerin  overcomes  this 
objection  so  thoroughly  that  I  predict  calendula  will  become  a 
very  common  and  favorite  drug.  As  soon  as  the  inflammatory 
tendency  was  reduced  or  controlled,  the  glycerin  was  reduced  one- 
half  and  water  substituted,  because  I  find  at  certain  stages  glycerin 
becomes  as  unsuitable  as  boracic  acid,  that  is  irritating. 


Scutellaria  Lateriflora — Skull-cap. 

Scutellaria  exerts  a  direct  influence  upon  the  cerebro-spinal 
centers,  controlling  irritation.  It  constitutes  an  excellent  remedial 
agent  in  all  diseases  in  which  a  tonic  combining  nervine  powers  is 
deemed  necessary,  such,  for  instance,  as  chorea,  convulsions,  tetanus, 
tremors,  delirium  tremens,  hysteria,  monomania,  and  that  undefined 
condition  known  as  nervousness. 

Scutellaria  was '  at  one  time  deemed  a  positive  antidote  to 
rabies  or  mad-dog  poison. 

"Tonic,  nervine,  and  antispasmodic.  This  is  one  of  those 
valuable  agents  which  a  certain  class  of  physicians  consider  inert ; 
yet  has  proved  especially  useful  in  chorea,  convulsions,  tremors, 
intermittent  fevers,  neuralgia,  and  all  nervous  affections.  In  delir- 
ium tremens,  an  infusion  drunk  freely  will  soon  produce  a  calm 
sleep.  In  intermittents,  it  may  be  beneficially  combined  with 
lycopus.  Where  teething  has  impaired  trie  health  of  children,  an 
infusion  may  be  given  with  advantage.  In  all  cases  of  nervous 
excitability,  restlessness,  or  wakefulness,  attending  acute  or  chronic 
disease,  or  from  other  causes,  it  may  be  drunk  freely  with  every 
expectation  of  beneficial  results.  It  has  also  a  tendency  to  keep 
the  skin  moist.  It  has  been  extolled  in  hydrophobia,  but  this  is 
still  a  matter  of  uncertainty."  (King.) 

Scutellaria  lateriflora  is  tonic,  antispasmodic  and  nervine. 

Indications.  —  Hysteria,    with    inability    to    control    the  volun- 
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tary  muscles ;  nervousness,  manifesting  itself  in  muscular  action ; 
incoordination  of  muscular  movements ;  tremors ;  twitchings ;  rest- 
lessness ;  agitation ;  sleeplessness ;  muttering  delirium ;  subsultus 
tendinum ;  cerebral  irritation  from  teething;  delirium  tremens. 

Dose. — Fluid  extract,  i  to  20  drops :  specific  medicine,  1  to  20 
drops. 

Usual  prescription. — 1^  Scutellaria,  gtt.  x  to  oiv,  water,  ^iv. 
M.  Sig.   Dose  one  teaspoonful  every  hour  or  two. 


Society  -Meetings 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

The  President  has  appointed  the  following  Committee  to  for- 
mulate a  new  by-law  and  correspond  with  the  officers  of  the  vari- 
ous State  Societies:  E.  H.  Stevenson,  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  Chair- 
man; Finley  Ellingwood,  100  State  St.,  Chicago,  Ills.,  and  M. 
M.  Mamiin,  5255  Page  Ave.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  National  in  Kansas  City,  last  June,  the 
following  amendment  was  adopted : 

"We,  your  Committee,  would  recommend  that  the  Constitu- 
tion and  By-laws  be  so  amended  that  each  State  Society  becomes 
auxiliary  to  the  National  Association,  and  that  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  a  membership  fee  of  Two  Dollars  annually,  each  and  every 
member  of  the  State  Society  shall  become  a  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Society,  by  virtue  of  said  membership  in  said  State  Society. 
Further,  that  each  State  Society  shall  collect  and  pay  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  National  Society  annually  a  per  capita  tax  of 
Two  Dollars,  based  upon  the  actual  membership  of  said  State 
Society,  as  annual  dues." 

The  Executive  Committee  has  decided  that  no  State  mem- 
ber can  be  admitted  under  this  arrangement  next  June  at  Chi- 
cago, who  is  now  delinquent  to  the  National  in  dues.  There  are 
quite  a  few  members  now  wdio  are  delinquent  $5  and  $10  for 
dues,  and  they  are  earnestly  urged  to  forward  this  amount  imme- 
diately to  the  Treasurer,  Dr.  E.  G.  Sharp,  Guthrie,  Okla.,  in  order 
that  the  important  work  of  our  Association  be  not  delayed. 

Next  month  wre  expect  to  announce  the  appointment  of  the 
local  committee  on  arrangements  and  the  various  Section  officers. 
From  correspondence  already  had,  we  believe  that  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  National  at  Chicago.  June  15,  16,  17  and  18,  1909,  will 
be  a  great  success.  Sincerely, 

Win.  B.  Best,  Secretary.  John  K.  Scudder,  President. 

2218  E.  10th  St.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.      1009  Plum  St.,  Cincinnati,  O. 


New  York  Specific  Medication. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  New  York  Specific  Medi- 
cation Club  was  held  in  the  college  auditorium,  Nov.  12,  1908, 
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President  Brandenburg  presiding.  After  the  roll-call,  the  minutes 
of  the  October  meeting  were  approved  as  read. 

The  secretary-treasurer  presented  his  annual  report,  and  on 
motion,  it  was  received.  The  financial  statement  having  been  ex- 
amined and  found  correct  by  the  auditing  committee,  was  also 
received.  The  report  was  then  accepted  and  ordered  spread  in 
the  minutes. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Boskowitz  opened  the  discussion  on  Berberis, 
which  was  a  very  interesting  one  and  many  members  took  part 
in  it. 

Dr.  Theodore  D.  Adlerman  was  unanimously  elected  president 
and  Dr.  A.  Blaustein  was  unanimously  re-elected  secretary-treas- 
urer for  the  ensuing  year. 

Dr.  Hardy  installed  the  newly-elected  officers.  A  unanimous 
vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Dr.  C.  W.  Brandenburg  for  his 
services  as  president  for  the  years  1906-7  and  1907-8. 

The  society  then  adjourned.         A.  BLAUSTEIN,  Secretary. 

^elections 

A  CRITICAL  STUDY  OF  THE  PROVINGS  OF  BRYONIA  * 

BY  WM.  A.  GEOHEGAN,  M.D.,  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

Dissatisfaction  with  the  materia  medica  and  demands  for  the 
reproving  of  drugs  are  not  merely  the  product  of  a  latter-day  sci- 
entific spirit.  Even  the  immediate  disciples  of  Hahnemann  recog- 
nized that  the  enormous  and  truly  remarkable  symptomatology 
collected  by  the  master  was  of  a  provisional  character  and  must 
ultimately  be  supplemented!  or  replaced  by  thoroughly  scientific  ex- 
perimentation. Confronted  with  the  prodigious  task  of  creating  a 
materia  medica  suited  to  application  in  accordance  with  his  newly- 
discovered  law,  similia  similibus  curantur,  Hahnemann  was  driven 
to  accept  many  data  of  which  his  judgment  did  not  fully  approve. 
If  in  after  life  his  satisfaction  w  ith  his  materia  medica  increased, 
it  was  due  to  his  wonderful  successes  in  practice  as  compared  with 
the  failures  of  prevailing  methods. 

Hahnemann's  materia  medica  was  composite  in  character,  be- 
ing derived  from  his  own  provings  and  those  of  his  immediate  fol- 
lowers ;  from  the  records  of  poisonings  scattered  throughout  medi- 
cal literature,  and,  alas,  from  observations  upon  patients  under 
treatment.  The  latter  fault  also  applies  to  the  symptoms  attrib- 
uted to  one  of  his  enthusiastic  disciples,  a  fellow-prover  of  bryonia. 

In  1844,  the  year  following  the  death  of  Hahnemann,  a  num- 
ber of  Austrian  physicians  reproved  bryonia.  The  doses  used  in 
most  of  the  experiments  were  large  and  the  provings  long  con- 
tinued in  spite  of  the  development  of  very  distressing  symptoms. 
Unfortunately,  little  attention  was  paid  to  objective  symptoms  or 
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conditions  and  no  instruments  of  precision  were  used  in  the  ex- 
amination of  the  provers.  Several  animals  were  poisoned,  their 
symptoms  noted  and  autopsies  made  after  their  death,  but  altered 
tissues  were  not  examined  microscopically.  Notwithstanding 
these  grave  omissions  there  may  be  discerned  in  the  symptoma- 
tology of  bryonia  outlines  of  a  conservative  chain  of  pathological 
processes.  It  is  not  so  clearly  defined  as  to  serve  as  a  basis  for 
truly  scientific  homoeopathic  prescriptions.  Many  attempts  have 
been  made  to  determine  the  sphere  of  the  drug's  action  by  hypo- 
thetical reasoning  based  upon  these  shadowy  outlines,  and  with  a 
very  considerable  degree  of  success  as  measured  from  the  stand- 
point of  clinical  verifications. 

A  comparison  of  the  various  methods  used  in  developing  our 
knowledge  of  the  action  of  bryonia  and  an  examination  of  the 
faults  and  inherent  limitations  of  each,  can  not  fail  to  be  of  interest 
and  profit.  Their  failure  to  meet  the  demands  of  an  exact  science 
is  evident,  but  does  this  fact  absolutely  bar  all  progress  in  the  de- 
termination of  its  homoeopathic  usefulness?  Must  we  ignore  the 
rainbow  of  promise  in  our  frantic  efforts  to  obtain  the  fabled  pot 
of  gold  from  which  it  springs. 

Bryonia  exerts  a  profound  influence  upon  the  respiratory  or- 
gans, and  this  limited  sphere  has  been  chosen  from  our  study. 

A  fairly  perfect  application  of  our  therapeutic  law  demands  or 
at  least  renders  desirable  not  only  a  pathogenetic  totality  of  sub- 
jective symptoms,  but  also  a  pathological  totality  which  will  in- 
clude all  objective  signs  obvious  to  the  senses  of  the  examining 
physician  or  revealed  by  instruments  of  precision.  For  if,  as  we 
believe,  it  is  a  law,  the  probability  of  a  cure  following  its  applica- 
tion must  increase  in  proportion  to  the  depth  or  degree  of  similar- 
ity between  its  effects  upon  the  healthy  organism  and  the  manifes- 
tations of  morbid  action  in  the  individual  sought  to  be  cured. 

Diagnosis  rests  upon  the  recognition  of  a  type  composed  of 
artificially  selected  crucial  symptoms  both  objective  and  subjective 
in  type.  It  takes  no  note  of  many  oher  symptoms,  especially  of  a 
subjective  character  which,  added  to  the  more  typical  ones,  give 
to  each  case  its  individuality.  The  totality  of  the  symptoms,  our 
ideal  basis  for  a  prescription,  includes  both  classes  of  manifesta- 
tions. As  the  greater  must  always  contain  the  lesser,  so  must 
the  totality  of  the  symptoms  embrace  a  fair  proportion  of  those 
phenomena  upon  which  a  pathological  diagnosis  depends.  While 
cures  are  often  made,  and  perhaps  must  be  made,  if  at  all,  in  the 
absence  of  this  complete  similarity  of  drug  effects  to  the  ailments 
of  the  individual,  such  recoveries  can  not  be  claimed  as  triumphs 
of  scientific  homoeopathy. 

The  composite  character  of  the  Hahnemannian  provings  and 
the  arrangement  of  their  symptoms  in  schematic  form  forbids  any 
study  of  their  pathological  relationships.    Only  two  of  the  eigh* 
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collections  of  symptoms  of  bryonia  in  the  Materia  Medica  Pura 
indicate  any  marked  thoracic  disturbances.  Both  of  these  contain 
so  many  symptoms  derived  from  clinical  sources  that  we  are  un- 
able to  fix  their  relative  value.  At  any  rate,  their  exclusion  from' 
our  study  does  not  materially  alter  the  conclusions  founded  upon 
the  later  provings. 

Among  the  symptoms  which  give  character  to  the  action  of 
bryonia  are  sharp  stitching  or  lancinating  pains  in  various  portions 
of  the  body.  These  pains  have  fairly  definite  relations  to  the 
muscles  or  articulations.  Their  aggravation  by  motion  is  noted 
so  frequently  in  the  provings  that  it  must  be  accepted  as  distinctly 
characteristic ;  characteristic  in  the  broadest  and  best  sense  of  the 
word.  Some  writers  have  applied  this  term  to  symptoms,  which 
have  been  produced  by  no  other  drug;  these  may  be  peculiar  to 
its  action,  but  are  not  characteristic  of  it. 

The  sharp  stitching  lancinating  pains  of  bryonia  occur  with 
frequency  about  the  chest  and  have  led  to  the  successful  use  of 
the  remedy  in  pneumonia  and  pleurisy.  Its  great  value  in  these 
affections  is  universally  recognized  in  our  own  school  by  the 
majority  of  eclectic  physicians  and  by  some  prominent  authors  of 
the  dominant  school. 

The  exact  character  and  seat  of  the  thoracic  pains  produced 
by  bryonia  are  not  clearly  revealed  by  the  provings.  Sharp,  stitch- 
ing and  tearing  pains  occur  in  several  affections,  one  of  which  is 
myalgia  or  muscular  rheumatism.  When  this  disease  attacks  the 
intercostal  and  pectoral  muscles,  it  is  often  termed  pleurodynia, 
though  the  pain  is  not  of  pleural  origin ;  by  preference  it  should 
be  designated  as  intercostal  rheumatism.  Its  pains  are  aggravated 
by  pressure  and  motion  and  hence  by  deep  inspiration,  expiration, 
coughing  and  sneezing.  Fever  and  cough  are  not  essential  por- 
tions of  its  symptomatology.  The  homceopathicity  of  bryonia  to 
this  affection  is  beyond  question.  In  some  of  the  provings,  espe- 
cially that  of  Professor  Zlatarovitch,  very  keen  discrimination 
is  displayed  in  the  localization  of  the  pains  experienced.  He  de- 
scribed them  as  occurring  in  the  pectoral  and  intercostal  muscles, 
laying  much  stress  upon  their  superficiality,  the  tendlernesa  of  the 
muscles  to  touch  or  pressure,  and  their  similarity  to  pains  co- 
existing in  other  portions  of  the  body.  Here  appears  one  advan- 
tage of  physicians  as  provers,  that  is,  of  closely  observant  and  dis- 
criminating physicians.  Another  is  the  fortitude  displayed  by  some 
of  the  medical  provers  of  bryonia  in  continuing  to  take  massive 
doses  of  the  drug  daily  for  more  than  two  months,  in  spite  of  the 
sufferings  induced  and  the  evident  interference  with  business.  Oh 
for  a  revival  of  this  spirit  of  1844!  How  unfortunate  that  such 
provings  could  not  have  been  tested  by  modern  instruments  of 
precision  !  Will  money  alone  ever  induce  comparatively  disinter- 
ested persons  to  undergo  such  tests  of  endurance  as  did  these 
altruistic  Austrian  provers? 
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While  evidence  of  intercostal  rheumatism  are  manifested  in 
at  least  fourteen  out  of  thirty-five  provings,  it  is  impossible  to 
determine  from  the  symptoms  alone  if  pleurisy  existed  in  any  or 
all  of  them.  Without  the  detection  of  the  friction  murmur  the 
diagnosis  of  pleurisy  is  always  uncertain.  Pleuritic  pains,  so  called, 
may  exist  without  involvement  of  the  serous  membrane,  and  on 
the  contrary,  the  whole  pleural  cavity  may  be  obliterated  by  in- 
flammatory adhesions  without  giving  rise  to  any  morbid  sensa- 
tions. A  few  of  the  provers  of  bryonia  experienced  the  sharp 
shooting  pains  independent  of  or  preceding  the  appearance  of 
myalgic  pains  in  other  portions  of  the  body ;  the  pains  were  more 
persistent,  more  markedly  aggravated  by  motion  and  less  so  by 
pressure  and  expiration ;  they  were  attended  by  fever  and  by 
cough,  and  must  be  admitted  to  be  very  similar  to  typical  attacks 
of  pleurisy  even  in  the  absence  of  the  usual  physical  signs  of  tne 
disease.  Evidence  confirmatory  of  these  indications  while  not  lack- 
ing, is  by  no  means  as  strong  as  could  be  desired.  Christison,  as 
quoted  by  Hempel,  Potter  and  others,  states  that  bryonia  or  bryo- 
nine  when  injected  into  the  pleural  cavity  causes  fibrinous  pleurisy 
which  may  prove  fatal.  This  is  evidently  a  local  effect  of  the  drug 
and  not  to  be  confounded  with  its  dynamic  action.  In  the  autop- 
sies of  the  six  animals  poisoned  by  the  Austrian  provers,  one  was 
found  with  much  serum  in  the  chest,  and  the  pleura  toward  the 
spine  was  pale  red  throughout;  in  another  the  serous  membranes 
were  reddened  and  several  ounces  of  reddish  fluid  effused  into  the 
pleural  cavity.  In  all  of  the  animals  there  was  pneumonic  con- 
solidation of  the  lung,  the  foci  extending  to  the  periphery  and 
doubtless  involving  the  pleura.  There  is  no  mention  in  the  re- 
ports of  the  existence  of  plastic  exudate  on  the  surface  of  the  lung 
or  of  adhesions  of  the  opposing  pleural  membranes.  As  these  ex- 
periments upon  animals  furnish  the  only  absolute  evidence  of  the 
action  of  bryonia  upon  the  pleura,  we  wonder  at  the  radical  de- 
ferences given  by  various  writers  in  their  indications  for  the  use 
of  the  drug  in  pleurisy.  Some,  doubtless  guided  by  the  character 
and  severity  of  the  pains,  restrict  its  employment  to  cases  of  plas- 
tic pleurisy  and  urge  that  it  be  discontinued  when  the  pain  dimin- 
ishes and  serous  effusion  commences.  Others,  perhaps  influenced 
by  the  findings  in  animals  poisoned  by  it,  deem  it  to  be  especially 
indicated  after  serous  effusion  has  occurred  and  are  loud  in  praise 
of  its  ability  to  promote  absorption.  Let  it  be  noted  that  these 
conclusions  as  to  its  sphere  of  remedial  action  are  stated  as  dog- 
matically in  many  text-books  as  when  reference  is  made  to  any 
of  the  clearly  established  facts  developed  by  the  provings  ;  indeed, 
any  one  not  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  provings  would  ex- 
pect to  find  in  them  convincing  evidence  in  support  of  their  de- 
ductions. It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  the  distinction  so  clearly 
stated  by  Dunham  between  the  definitely  established  facts  of  drug 
action  and  conclusions  of  individuals  based  thereon.    The  worth 
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of  provings  can  be  established  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  scientiiic 
procedures  and  will  then  have  a  permanent  value.  Conclusions 
based  upon  these  absolute  facts  are  the  product  of  human  judg- 
ment with  all  of  its  frailities,  and  have  only  a  tentative  value  until 
verified  by  the  most  painstaking  clinical  methods.  Both  the  con- 
clusions and  the  modes  of  verification  are  legitimately  the  sub- 
ject of  criticism. 

In  this  connection  four  so-called  characteristics  or  modalities 
of  bryonia  are  presented  for  our  consideration.  First.  The  "ag- 
gravation by  motion"  occurs  so  frequently  in  the  provings  and  is 
so  clearly  in  keeping  with  various  conditions  induced  by  the  drug 
that  its  worth  seems  incontestible  in  spite  of  occasional  alternating 
effects.  Second.  "Aggravation  by  deep  inspiration,  coughing  and* 
sneezing"  occurs  in  six  out  of  thirty-five  provings.  These  acts, 
however,  involve  motion,  and  this  modality  seems  to  rest  both  on 
a  rational  basis  and  upon  sufficient  pathogenetic  evidence.  The 
"aggravation  by  expiration"  in  three  of  the  total  number  of  prov- 
ings confirms  the  value  of  the  first  modality  and  does  not  weigh 
against  the  second.  Third.  The  "relief  of  pains  in  the  chest  by 
lying  on  the  affected  side"  is  not  found  in  any  of  the  provings, 
though  occasional  sensations  in  other  parts  of  the  body  are  thus 
ameliorated.  If  this  modality  has  any  pathogenetic  basis  what- 
ever, it  must  be  an  application  of  the  generalization  that  the  pains 
of  bryonia  are  aggravated  by  motion  and  hence  must  be  relieved 
by  the  restriction  of  movement  consequent  upon  lying  on  the  af- 
fected side.  Fourth.  The  alleged  preference  of  bryonia  for  dis- 
orders of  the  right  side  of  the  chest  is  not  supported  by  the  prov- 
ings. The  predominance  of  pains  on  the  right  side  of  the  body 
as  a  whole  is  very  slight,  and  the  characteristic  stitching  pains  in 
the  thorax  occur  a  little  more  frequently  on  the  left  side. 

At  this  point  it  seems  pertinent  to  inquire  if  those  homeo- 
pathic and  eclectic  physicians  who  prescribe  bryonia  in  pneumonia 
and  pleurisy,  without  seeking  any  other  differential  symptoms  than 
the  sharp,  stitching  pains,  are  not  more  likely  to  realize  the  full 
therapeutic  benefits  of  the  drug  than  those  who  attempt  too  great 
refinements  in  the  application  of  insufficiently  grounded  modali- 
ties. Bryonia  has  been  used  effectively  in  cases  of  central  pneu- 
monia in  which  not  one  of  these  modalities  were  present.  If  t  :e 
value  of  the  modalities  rests  upon  clinical  evidence,  it  ought  to 
be  presented  for  review  by  the  profession. 

The  provings  of  bryonia  do  not  indicate  its  relationship  to 
pneumonia  as  clearly  as  in  the  case  of  pleurisy.  Hughes  writes : 
"As  of  all  serous  membranes  the  plurse  are  most  readily  influenced 
by  bryonia,  so  of  all  the  viscera  the  lungs  are  those  which  suffer 
most  from  its  action.  The  short,  quick  and  oppressed  breathing, 
heat  and  pain  in  the  chest,  and  bloody  expectoration  experienced 
by  the  provers,  find  their  interpretation  in  the  phenomena  present- 
ed by  the  poisoned  animals."      In  his  introduction  to  bryonia 
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.Hahnemann  says :  "From  the  rich  treasury  of  symptoms  it  causes 
in  the  healthy  human  body  a  number  of  artificial  morbid  states 
may  be  put  together  of  which  we  may  happily  avail  ourselves  r"or 
the  relief  of  many  ailments  of  daily  occurrence."  This  "putting 
together"  process  is  both  contemplated  and  rendered  necessary  by 
the  schematic  arrangement  of  symptoms  in  our  materia  medica, 
but  it  falls  short  of  the  higher  ideals  of  homoeopathy.  It  is  true 
that  many  therapeutic  triumphs  have  been  won  by  this  method 
and  that  in  many  cases  nothing  better  is  possible. 

As  we  have  seen,  Dr.  Hughes  has  grouped  the  symptoms  pro- 
duced by  bryonia  so  that  the  composite  picture  is  quite  similar  to 
an  average  case  of  pneumonia,  but  it  must  be  conceded  that  the 
symptoms  thus  grouped  did  not  occur  in  any  single  prover.  Fur- 
thermore, he  must  have  followed  the  directions  of  Dr.  Petersen  as 
quoted  by  Dr.  Dudgeon  (History  of  Homoeopathy,  page  322)  :  "In 
our  minds  we  must  always  represent  to  ourselves  the  symptoms 
in  the  materia  medica  as  greater  than  they  really  are  and  the  symp- 
toms of  the  natural  disease  as  much  less  than  they  occur."  For 
certainly  no  prover  of  bryonia  describes  breathing  so  short,  quick 
and  oppressed,  heat  and  pain  so  intense  and  continuous,  or  sputum 
so  tenacious  and  blood-stained  as  occur  in  even  a  moderate  case  of 
pneumonia.  No  fever  of  marked  degree  is  described  by  the  provers. 
There  is  no  note  of  disturbed  ratio  between  the  pulse  and  respiration 
and  none  of  diminution  of  the  chlorides  of  the  urine.  In  fact,  we  fail 
to  find  any  mention  of  bloody  expectoration  in  the  provings  except 
in  number  four  hundred  and  fourteen  (No.  414)  of  Hahnemann's 
own  collection,  which  reads :  "He  coughs  up  small  lumps  of  coagu- 
lated blood  (after  three  hours)"  and  this  has  no  resemblance  to 
pneumonic  sputum.  Owing  to  the  dissociation  of  symptoms  in  the 
schematic  arrangement  it  is  impossible  to  determine  whether  or  not 
this  expectoration  followed  one  of  the  attacks  of  epistaxis  which 
he  also  records. 

The  most  critical  study  of  the  provings  of  bryonia  fails  to 
reveal  any  group  of  symptoms  bearing  any  close  degree  of  simi- 
larity to  any  conceivable  case  that  would  be  recognized  as  pneu- 
monia. Nor  is  there  recorded  a  case  of  poisoning  in  human  beings 
in  which  pneumonic  inflammation  of  the  lungs  was  produced.  How- 
ever, the  lack  of  a  well-defined  pathological  similarity  between  the 
effects  of  bryonia  and  pneumonia  is  at  least  partially  supplied  by 
experiments  upon  animals.  In  these  the  poisoned  animals  pre- 
sented symptoms  similar  to  pneumonia  and  at  the  autopsies  the 
lungs  were  found  of  deeper  color  and  diminished  crepitation,  while 
in  two  the  lower  lobes  were  hepatized.  These  pathological  changes 
produced  in  every  one  of  the  animals  poisoned  by  bryonia,  when 
considered  with  the  symptoms  caused  in  human  beings,  seem  to 
prove  the  homceopathicity  of  the  drug  to  pneumonia  and  at  the 
same  time  to  answer  some  of  the  objections  of  Hahnemann  and 
others  to  such  experimentation.    Even  if  the  data  so  obtained  can 
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not  be  directly  used  as  the  basis  of  a  prescription,  they  can  and  do 
aid  in  the  interpretation  of  provings,  and  at  the  same  time  aid  in 
placing  homoeopathy  in  its  true  light  before  the  scientific  world. 

Experiments  upon  animals  must  be  made  and  interpreted  v  th 
extreme  caution  if  fallacies  and  erroneous  conclusions  are  to  be 
avoided.  This  is  illustrated  by  Curie's  experiment  in  which  bryonia 
produced  a  pseudo-membranous  formation  in  the  trachea  of  a  rab- 
bit. He  emphatically  asserted  that  none  of  the  drug  had  been 
permitted  to  pass  the  glottis  of  the  animal,  at  least  not  um'l  a 
short  time  previous  to  its  death.  Dr.  Burt,  however,  insisted  that 
the  formation  of  the  false  membrane  was  due  to  the  passage  of 
large  doses  of  the  tincture  into  the  trachea  and  the  resulting  me- 
chanical irritation.  He  also  claimed  to  have  produced  beautiful 
specimens  by  robinia  and  baptisia  and  finally  with  alcohol.  These 
conflicting  results  are  still  further  complicated  by  the  case  of 
chronic  poisoning  recorded  by  Teste.  A  woman  to  cure  herself 
of  a  hernia  swallowed  every  day  for  four  months  ten  to  twelve 
grains  of  bryonia.  As  a  result  she  claimed  to  expectorate  strips  of 
false  membrane  and  this  was  confirmed  by  Dr.  Teste.  The  ques- 
tion naturally  arises,  if  the  pseudo-membranous  inflammation  of 
the  tracheal  and  bronchial  mucous  membrane  was  due  to  the  local 
irritation  produced  by  the  tincture,  is  it  not  possible  that  the  in- 
flammations of  the  parenchyma  of  the  lung  induced  by  it  were  in 
reality  aspiration  pneumonias.  This  doubt  renders  desirable  a  repe- 
tition of  these  experiments  under  test  conditions.  Microscopical 
examinations  of  the  pulmonary  and  pleural  tissues  should  be  made 
and  the  exact  character  of  the  exudate  determined.  The  mucous 
membrane  of  the  bronchi  leading  to  the  hepatized  lobes  or  lobules 
should  be  carefully  examined.  Incidentally  it  would  be  interesting 
to  know  the  bacteriology  of  an  inflammation  due  to  the  dynamic 
action  of  a  drug.  The  acute  and  chronic  poisoning  of  animals  with 
various  drugs  and  the  subsequent  investigations  of  the  tissue 
changes  induced  ought  to  be  a  portion  of  the  laboratory  courses  of 
every  homoeopathic  college.  The  distinctively  homoeopathic  char- 
acter of  subsequent  exhibits  and  the  data  developed  could  not  fail 
to  promote  the  interests  of  our  school.  Our  knowledge  or  under- 
standing of  the  materia  medica  may  thus  be  advanced  without 
waiting  for  the  complete  reproving  of  drugs  which  is  the  ideal  of 
every  true  homoeopath  ;  an  ideal  not  likely  to  be  attained  by  this 
generation. 

In  passing,  let  us  note  that  much  valuable  information  could 
be  derived  from  a  few  partial  provings  of  bryonia  if  the  respira- 
tory disturbances  were  studied  by  modern  physical  methods.  The 
correlation  of  the  objective  signs  produced  with  the  purely  subjec- 
tive symtoms  experienced  by  the  provers  could  not  fail  to  increase 
our  knowledge  of  the  drug  and  aid  in  its  successful  therapeutic 
application. 

From  my  studies  of  the  provings  of  bryonia  made  either  with 
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single  large  doses,  or  when  considerable  quantities  were  taken  daily 
for  several  weeks,  I  am  led  to  doubt  if  physical  signs  at  all  similar 
to  pneumonia  would  have  been  discovered  in  any  of  the  provers 
even  by  the  most  thorough  examination.  Is  is  not  possible  that 
harm  may  come  to  homoeopathy  by  creating  too  great  expectations 
of  progress  in  therapeutics  as  a  direct  result  of  the  reproving  of 
drugs?  Can  we  reasonably  expect  to  so  clearly  determine  the 
action  of  bryonia  that  it  can  be  prescribed  for  a  given  case  of  pneu- 
monia with  scientific  precision  and  certainty  of  cure?  Does  it  not 
seem  clear  that  when  provings  have  been  made  and  carefully  re- 
corded, the  symptoms  obtained  must  be  to  a  certain  extent  inter- 
preted by  the  aid  of  the  results  of  poisoning  and  of  experiments 
upon  animals  in  order  to  determine  the  full  extent  and  the  sequen- 
tial relationships  of  the  drug's  action  ;  that  upon  the  data  thus  sci- 
entifically determined  the  art  of  its  therapeutic  application  must  be 
based ;  and  that  the  degree  of  the  perfection  of  this  art  can  only 
be  tested  by  very  exact  clinical  methods.  The  use  of  bryonia  under 
the  guidance  of  the  law  of  similars  has  demonstrated  curative  pow- 
ers only  dimly  outlined  in  the  provings.  The  evolution  oi  our 
materia  medica,  as  well  as  the  vindication  of  the  claims  of  homoe- 
opathy to  superiority  in  therapeutics,  demands  the  most  thorough 
system  of  clinical  verifications  ever  known  in  the  history  of  medi- 
cine. The  reproving  of  drugs,  though  very  important  for  the  future 
of  homoeopathy,  is  not  the  greatest  need  of  today — .The  North 
American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy. 

Book  Review^ 

"Transactions  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  the 
United  States  of  America,"  for  the  year  ending  June,  1908. 
Including  the  Proceedings  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Meet- 
ing held  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  June  17,  18,  19,  20,  1908,  to- 
gether with  the  Addresses,  Essays,  Papers  and  Reports  pre- 
sented before  the  Association,  and  before  the  several  sections 
in  their  Sittings.  Ed;ied  by  William,  J\  Best,  M.D.,  Secretary. 
Indianapolis.    Volume  XXX'Vl.  /  .. 

This  is  a  very  creditable  report  of  a  Very/ousy  meeting,  three 
hundred  ami  forty  pages  of  the  volume  being  tteV.oted  to  addresses 
and  essays  and  one  hundred  pages  to  the 'proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ing. Secretary  has  taken  pains  and' the  volume  compares  well 
with  its  predecessors. 

"The  Physicians'  Visiting  List"  (Lindsay  &  Blakiston's)  for  1909. 
Fifty-eighth  year  of  its  publication.  The  dose  table  herein  has 
been  revised  in  accordance  with  the  new  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia 
(1905).  Philadelphia.  P.  Blakiston's  Sons  &  Co.,  Publishers. 
Price  $1.00. 

This  Visiting  List  certainly  must  have  decided  merit  to  have  sur- 
vived for  fifty-eight  years.  It  has  been  used  by  thousands  of  physi- 
cians, for  it  is  so  convenient  and  useful  that  it  becomes  a  necessity. 
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Menorrhagia. 

The  desideratum  for  the  relief  of  this  condition  is  a  remedy 
which  will  not  only  stimulate  contraction,  but  will  impart  tone  to 
the  uterus  as  well.  Such  a  remedy  is  Hayden's  Viburnum  Com- 
pound. Its  action  is  superior  to  and  far  more  lasting  than  Ergot 
and  is  devoid  of  the  toxic  effects  of  this  drug. 

The  open  meeting  of  the  Beachonian  was  a  howling  success. 
To  "Sister  Stella"  and  "Brother  George"  the  thanks  of  the  society 
are  due.   

Married — On  Tuesday  evening,  December  first,  Pauline  Berko- 
witz  to  Dr.  Morris  Fallick.   

Dr.  Frederick  E.  Elliott  has  opened  offices  at  7404  3d  avenue, 

Brooklyn.   

Don't  forget  the  Tuberculosis  Exhibit  at  the  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  79th  street  and  Columbus  avenue. 

The  "Admiral,"  while  cruising  in  the  neighborhood  of  Thirtieth 
street,  collided  with  a  bulkhead,  and  is  now  laid  up  for  repairs. 
We  are  glad  to  announce  that  he  will  soon  be  in  commission  again, 
as  only  a  part  of  his  framework  was, damaged,. 

The  second  rnecung  of  the  Brooklyn  Therapeutic  Society, 
which  was  held  at  the  office  of  Dr.  O.  A.  Perine  on  Halsey  street, 
was  a  great  success.  Dr.  Louis  Lanztjr  presented  a  very  interesting 
paper  which  was  discussed  by  many  of  the  membeis  present.  We 
expect  to  print  the  paper  and  give  a  full  report  of  the  meeting  in 
our  next  issue.   

The  New  York  delegation  of  the  Brooklyn  Therapeutic  So- 
ciety turned  out  in  fine  array.    "Brandy"  paid  the  freight. 

"Papa"  did  "fine"  at  the  installation  of  the  Brooklyn  Therapeutic 

Society.   

What  happened  at  Pearly's? 


